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| N 281/281/97] No. 1. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received January 17.) 

Sir, India Office, January 15, 1936. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for India to transmit to you, for the 
information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, a copy of an express 
letter from the Government of India, No. F. 321-F./35 of the 9th December, 1935, 
on the subject of the establishment of air services in Afghanistan. 

I am, &c. 

S. F. STEWART. 


Enclosure in No. 1. 

Government of India, Foreign and Political Department, to the Secretary 
of State for India.—{Repeated to Rahul.) 

[Air Mail.] 

(Express Letter.) 

(No. F. 321-F./35. Secret.) Neiv Delhi, December 9, 1935. 

REFERENCE Kabul telegram No. 60, dated the 1st June, 1935, your 
telegram No. 1953, dated the 25th June, 1935, and our telegram No. 2475, dated 
the 14th September, 1935 (final sentence). 

2. We have considered afresh in all its aspects the question whether His 
Majesty’s Government and the Government of India should exercise their option 
in the matter of establishing an air service between India and Afghanistan, 
should the Afghan Government enter into an agreement with the Soviet Govern¬ 
ment for the operation of an air service in Afghanistan, and are confirmed in the 
opinions already stated in paragraph 5 of our secret despatch No. 1, dated the 
5th June, 1933. In that despatch we expressed the hope that it would not prove 
necessary to implement our conclusions and we have accordingly examined the 
feasibility of endeavouring to influence the Afghan Government against the 
establishment of any form of Russo-iVfghan air service. We are convinced that 
such a course is out of the question and that the exercise of our option must be 
faced. What follows in paragraphs 3 to 6 is entirely dependent on the conditions 
stated in paragraph 7 below. 

3. From Kabul telegram No. 60, dated the 1st June, 1935, it is observed 
that the Afghan Government are now considering a convention with the Soviet 
Government for a service between (1) Termez and Kabul in the summer, and 
(2) Termez and Farah in the winter, mails and passengers being taken on to 
Kandahar and Kabul by Afghan aeroplanes. 

(2) presents a new proposal which is open to serious objection from the 
strategical point of view. The establishment of a civil air base at Farah would 
involve the accumulation of large stocks of fuel which in the event of hostilities 
would render it immediately possible for the Russians to establish their long-range 
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bombers at Farah for the purpose of conducing operations against our important 
military and air force bases at Quetta. Unlike Kabul, which is within effective 
range of our aircraft operating from Peshawar, Farah is 320 miles from Quetta 
and is out of bombing range of any aircraft at present available in India. On 
the other hand, the Russian heavy bombers operating from Farah could easily 
[■each Quetta and deliver effective attacks to which we would be unable to reply, 
unless and until we could move forward and operate from Kandahar. 

It is therefore imperative to discourage in every way possible the Afghan 
Government from permitting the use of Farah by the Russians for their civil 
air line, and to confine the proposal to a line from Termez to Kabul. 

In agreeing to (1), viz., the establishment of the line Termez-Kabul, we 
consider therefore that the Afghan Government should be requested to insist upon 
the following conditions 

(a) That the aircraft used on these routes should be bona fide civil types. 

( b ) That the two conventions must be drawn up in similar terms, i.e ., we 

must receive equally favourable treatment with the Russians. 

(c) That the air services must be on a purely commercial basis, i.e., there must 

be no diplomatic immunity or diplomatic control, such as exists at 
present in Kabul in regard to the Soviet Embassy. 

(d) That no Russian aircraft should bo allowed to fly south or east of a line 

joining Herat, Kabul and Faizabad, and no British aircraft north or 
west of this line. 

(e) That ground facilities should be provided only at the scale essential for 

the service. 

(/) That, until the Afghans are in a position to provide all the ground staff, 
foreign assistance at Kabul, as between Russian and British-Indian, 
must be on a strictly fifty-fifty basis. North of Kabul foreign 
assistance must perforce be Russian. South and east of Kabul it 
must be solely British-Indian. 

4. Wc have also examined the position with regard to article 3 of the 
Convention for the Regulation of Aerial Navigation, 1919. The North-West 
Frontier Province has been declared a prohibited area, and to enable a civil air 
service to be operated between India and Afghanistan it would be necessary to 
open a corridor through the prohibited area. We should be prevented from taking 
advantage of the second paragraph of article 3 of the convention by reason of the 
implied condition that the Afghans should be free to operate a similar service. 
Passage over the “ corridor ” would therefore have to be allowed to private 
aircraft of signatory States. But we could by rule under section 5 (2) (i) of the 
Indian Aircraft Act, 1934, prohibit our own aircraft (other than aircraft 
required for the service) from flying over the corridor, and this would at once 
eliminate the problem of “tourist ’’ flights over tribal territory, and enable us 
to point out to other signatory States that, while we are obliged to permit casual 
flights over the “ corridor ’’ by their aircraft, we are so convinced of the danger 
of such flights that we have prohibited them for aircraft of Indian registration. 
Under article 15 of the convention, we could stop absolutely the establishment of 
a regular air service other than the Indo-Afghan service along the “ corridor.” 

5. As regards the route and method of operation, it is understood that the 
U.S.S.R. have used the Kabul aerodrome at all times of the year. This fact will 
reinforce us in pressing on the Afghan Government that a single all-year route 
should be established via Kabul only, the Farah route being abandoned. We 
think that the service should on its inception run once a week only in both 
directions between Delhi and Kabul (only), with intermediate stops at Lahore and 
Peshawar and be operated by Indian National Airways. Such a service would 
be less costly and its organisation much simplified in comparison with a service 
operated between Kabul and Peshawar only. As far as possible the service would 
make connexion at Lahore with the Karachi services, and at Delhi with the 
east-bound Imperial service. Isolated operation from Peshawar to Kabul, with 
no direct link with any internal feeder route, or the trans-continental route, might 
suffice for political purposes, but commercially the expenditure would be wasted, 
as machines, other assets and personnel would be employed entirely upon a service 
which is never likely to produce appreciable revenue. To be comparable with 
Russian machines on the Termez-Kabul route and to avoid heavy capital expendi¬ 
ture in the immediate purchase of modern new machines, it is considered that the 
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service should be operated with Avro X machines, which have three engines, a 
crew consisting of first pilot, second pilot and wireless telegraph operator and 
can carry a useful pay-load. Indian National Airways already have one such 
machine, and our Avro X YT -ACT, which is now used for Government charter 
flights, can be made available as a reserve. The Avro X VT-ACT, while being 
available as a reserve for the Afghan service, would remain available, as at 
present, for general Government use and as a reserve to the Star of India. 
Operations from Delhi would enable the company to reduce the overhead charges 
on the maintenance of Avro X VT-ACT and the Star of India. The annual 
overhead and running charges of a service once a week from Delhi to Kabul are 
calculated to be :— 

Overhead charges 

Running charges 


Ru■'pee a. 

1,91,000 

92,000 


Total . 2,83,000 


The figures given above are necessarily an approximate estimate only, but may be 
accepted for present purposes. No account has been taken of possible revenue as 
the realisations are at present likely to be negligible and will probably not be 
considerable for some years. The figures given are for the service only, but from 
the point of view of the Government of India it is necessary to consider the 
combined operation of the company’s Avro-X, our own Avro-X, VT-ACT and 
the Star of India. The estimate for the maintenance of the two latter machines 
on a combined basis is 28,000 rupees. Assuming that Indian National Airways 
are entrusted with the operation of the service and the maintenance of the 
Government of India machine and the Star of India , the gross liability will 
therefore be approximately 3,11,000 rupees per annum. The company would be 
required to carry a specified weight of mails free, and would be permitted to 
retain half the actual revenue derived from the service, the balance, plus a 
payment per hour for the actual use of the Avro-X VT-ACT for charter flights 
not connected with the service, being taken to reduce the annual gross payment by 
Government. It must be pointed out that the estimates are based on the use of 
aircraft existing in India. Their remaining life is limited probably to Iwo or 
three years, and the continuation of the service after this time would involve the 
purchase by the company of new aircraft and a review of the financial conditions 
It would be necessary for the Afghan Government to arrange for ground 
organisation and wireless at Kabul, and the whole of the proposal is subject lo 
the route and the whole of the ground organisation being found satisfactory after 
technical investigation and trial flights. Further, if the frequency of the service 
is at any time increased, it would certainly be necessary to provide a civil 
aerodrome at or near Peshawar, and this would involve considerable expenditure 
which we should almost certainly have to charge against the fund (see 
paragraph 7 of this letter). 

6. With regard to the Afghan Government enquiry what a similar service 
in the reverse direction will cost them, the answer is roughly 3 lakhs of rupees 
per annum. Pending the establishment of the Afghan-operated service, arrange 
ments could be made for Indian National Airways to train Afghan personnel 
both in the air and as ground engineers at Delhi. 

7. It remains to consider the question of liability for financing this air 
service. It had previously been intimated to His Majesty’s Government that in 
the event of our having to take up this option, it would probably be necessary to 
ask for financial assistance, as the motive for undertaking the operation of this 
service is imperial rather than Indian (see paragraph 5 of our foreign and 
political despatch No. 1-F., dated the 5th June, 1933). Since that time a scheme 
for setting up an Equalisation Fund has been propounded to His Majesty’s 
Government (see our telegram No. 2475, dated the 14th September, and subsequent 
correspondence). Provided that Flis Majesty’s Government undertake the 
liability in excess of 5 lakhs of rupees per annum which would enable us to set up 
that fund, the Government of India would be prepared to place the cost of the 
Delhi-Lahore section of this new service on the Civil Aviation Estimates, and to 
charge the cost of the Lahore-Kabul section to the fund on the assumption th.it 
the fund is set up and is in a position to stand the charge, when account has 
been taken of the other services proposed to lie charged thereto. A fair allocation 
of cost between the Civil Aviation Vote and the fund would then be as follows. 

[14927] B 2 




4 


The overhead charges could be shared equally between civil aviation and the fund, 
civil aviation assuming liability for the net deficit for the Delhi-Lahore section 
and the maintenance charges of the two machines, while the fund would assume 
responsibility for the net deficit on the Lahore-Kabul section. On this basis, 
allowing nothing for possible revenue, the liability will be distributed as 


follows :— 

(a) Fund — Rupees. 

Overhead charges ... ... ... ... ... 95,500 

Running charges (on the basis of hours to be 

flown)— 

Lahore-Peshawar . 25,700 

Peshawar-Kabul . 31,800 


Total . 1,53,000 

( b) Government of India (Civil Aviation)— 

Overhead charges . 95,500 

Running charges (on the basis of hours to be 
flown)— 

Delhi to Lahore ... ... ... ... ... 34,500 

Operation of Government machines (including 

machine to be used as a reserve . 28,000 

Total . 1,58,000 

The issue of the above has been authorised. 


H. A. F. METCALFE, 

Foreign Secretary lo the Gooernment of India. 





[N 468/444/97] No. 2. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden. — (Received January 27.) 
(No. 1.) 

Sir, Kabul , January 3, 1936. 

WITH reference to paragraph 13 of Diary No. 31 of the military attach^ 
to this Legation for the week ending the 1st August, 1935, I have the honour to 
forward herewith a French translation of the finding of the Turkish Arbitration 
Commission appointed to define the disputed portion of the Perso-Afghan 
frontier,(‘) together with copies of seven maps which accompany the finding.( 2 ) 

2. A printed copy of the French translation, together with one set of maps, 
was handed to my counsellor by the first secretary of the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs in July last, with the request that the translation should be returned. 
A copy was therefore prepared in the Legation, while the maps were sent to 
India to be copied. The delay in forwarding the documents is due to the time 
occupied by the latter process. The maps accompanying this despatch consist 
of the original set received from the Ministry for Foreign Affairs and one set 
of copies. 

3. The French translation contains a few obvious errors, which I have 
noted. Iam unable to say now whether these existed in the original translation 
as received from the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, or not. Apart from these, the 
language is clear, though the Romanised Turkish spelling of the place-names is 
confusing to those who are used to the Hunterian transliteration of Persian and 
Turkish words. The appendices to the commission’s decision have not been 
translated into French, and I have received no copy of them. 

4. The maps, as received, consist of six sheets, five of which are numbered 
1, 2. 3, 6 and 7. Sheet No. 3 contains an inset which is numbered 4 and the 
remaining sheet is presumably No. 5. In Part II of the finding references are 
made to “ Annex, Map No. 1,” which is presumably a general map of the frontier 
included with the appendices, and not sheet No. 1, as forwarded herewith. 

5. The finding is divided into four parts. The first part describes the 
reasons for the appointment of the commission and the task with which they 
were charged. The two contending parties had agreed to submit to the arbi¬ 
tration of the Turkish Government the delimitation of the undemarcated portion 

(') Not printed. (*) Not reproduced. 
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of their border, and the commissioners were instructed to bring the parties to a 
settlement by agreement, or, failing this, to give a decision in accordance with 
the terms of the compromise. They were compelled to adopt the latter alternative 
and wisely resolved not to make piecemeal decisions on the spot, but to announce 
their complete finding after their return to Angora. 

The remainder of this portion gives a brief resume of the movements of the 
commission, and of their preliminary investigation into the problem. 

6. The second part contains a brief geographical account of the length of 
frontier to be defined, together with a description of the people, fauna and 
vegetation of the neighbouring country. 

7. The third part is headed: “A Historical Review of the Frontier 
Region,” but deals almost entirely with the ‘‘Maclean line.” It gives the 
commission’s finding on two important points : (1) The actual position of the 
southernmost pillar (No. 39) of the Maclean line, and (2) the alignment of the 
frontier between Maclean’s pillar No. 1 and the Hari Rud. 

8. The fourth part deals in detail with the delimitation of the frontier 
between pillar 39 of the Maclean line southwards to Siah Kuh, which is the 
northern limit of MacMahon’s demarcation. It is divided into twelve sections 
(two of which have been numbered 5 in the translation received by me), of which 
eight deal with the actual demarcation on the ground and the reasons for 
decisions as to the alignment. The total distance covered is reckoned at about 
375 kilom., or 233 miles, over which sites for 48 pillars, to be numbered 40 to 87 
in continuation of Maclean’s enumeration, have been fixed. 

9. In fixing the boundary the commission appear to have disregarded 
throughout the extravagant claims of the parties and to have confined their 
consideration to physical facts, such as tribal occupation, place-names, 
communications, &c. Only at two points on the frontier arc there any permanent 
settlements, viz., Musabad and Yezdan, and it was at these places that the 
commission encountered their greatest difficulties. Musabad had, from the 
beginning, been the chief bone of contention and was actually in the occupation 
of the Afghans, who maintained a small post there. The commission have 
divided the disputed area in half, giving the portion which contains all the 
cultivated land and buildings, including the Afghan post, to Persia, and some 
winter grazing ground and springs used by Afghan tribes to Afghanistan. In 
the former case they have based their decision on the fact that the source of the 
spring which irrigates the land is undoubtedly situated on Persian soil. Yezdan 
the commission found to be in Persian occupation, although considerably to the 
east of the general line of the frontier. The neighbouring settlements of Kabuda 
and Nazar Khan were also apparently in Persian occupation, although Nazar 
Khan was owned by an Afghan. The commission accordingly decided that the 
village of Nazar Khan should “ return ” to Afghanistan, while Yezdan and 
Kabuda would remain in Persia. 

10. The concluding sections of the fourth part deal with questions about 
the placing of the pillars and the responsibility for their erection, as well as 
giving recommendations for the fixing of outposts along the new frontier. 

11. To one without any knowledge of the terrain the finding appears clear 
and calculated to minimise causes of dispute in the future. The commission 
appear to have been guided throughout by the principle of possession, and the 
onl) serious departure they have made from it is in the case of Musabad. Their 
reasons for awarding the more valuable portion of this area to the Persians are 
not perhaps very convincing, and one is led to suspect that, in the absence of any 
satisfactory proof of the claims of either party, they were inclined to favour 
the country who was their nearer neighbour and whom they were more reluctant 
to offend. 

12. The finding appears to have been accepted by the Afghan Government, 
though without enthusiasm. The Jslah commented as follows :— 

“ We are very much pleased to note that the case of the definition of the 
boundary between Afghanistan and Persia has been decided by the Govern¬ 
ment of the Turkish Republic, the elder brother of the Governments of 
Afghanistan and Persia, and that the cause of long discussions between the 
Afghan and Persian Governments has been removed. We offer our sincere 
thanks to the Government of the Turkish Republic and his Excellency 
Fakhruddin Altai for the trouble they have taken. It is a happy occasion 
that disputes between two Islamic eastern kingdoms have been peacefully 
settled with their friendships for each other unimpaired.” 

[14927] b 3 
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A small commission under an official of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
was despatched from Kabul in September to meet a Persian commission on the 
frontier for the purpose of erecting boundary pillars on the sites fixed by the 
Turkish Arbitration Commission. A Turkish officer was to be present to assist 
them. 

13. Although the boundary dispute has been satisfactorily settled, the 
situation on the Perso-Afghan frontier, as His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran 
has already remarked ( vide paragraph 4 of his despatch No. 447, dated the 
18th October, 1935), still appears to be giving rise to considerable friction between 
the two Powers (cf. M. Bahinan’s remarks, as recorded in paragraph 5 of Major 
Hay’s despatch No. 133, dated the 22nd November, 1935). The Afghan Minister 
for Foreign Affairs also alluded a short time ago to the difficulties which were 
arising on this frontier from the fact that the Afghan tribes still retained their 
arms, while the Persian tribes had been disarmed. 

14. I am sending a copy of this despatch to the Secretary of State for India, 
the Government of India and His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran. 

I have, &c. 

W. K. FRASER-TYT L ER. 


[N 634/634/97] No. 3. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Frnser-Tytler to Mr. Eden.—(Received February 3.) 
(No. 4. Confidential.) 

Sir, Kabul , January 11, 1936. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a report on the heads of foreign 
missions at Kabul. 

2. The paragraphs marked with asterisks are taken from previous 
despatches. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State 
for India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

W. K. FRASER-TYTLER. 


Enclosure in No. 3. 

Report on Heads of Foreign Missions at Kabul. 

(1) Ambassadors. 

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 

■' f M. Leonide Stark presented his credentials to King Zahir Shah on the 
20th December, 1933. He arrived in Kabul in June 1924. He comes of a good 
Russian family, and his father and uncle are said to have been admirals. He 
deserted as a midshipman at the age of 14 from the Tsarist navy, and was an 
ardent revolutionary before the Great War. He is a man of considerable ability 
and an entirely unscrupulous worker in the cause of bolshevism. He is believed 
to have strong anti-Jewish leanings. (Written in 1927.) 

M. Stark has maintained his friendly relations with this Legation. His 
twelve-year rule as doyen > of the corps has been somewhat disturbed during the 
past year by the criticisms of some of his colleagues who resent his failure 
to represent them in anything but name. Partly for this reason and partly on 
account of the serious motor accident which befell Mme. Stark in the summer, 
he seems to be getting tired of Kabul and there is a rumour that he may shortly 
proceed on long leave. 

Persia. 

Ali Akbar Khan Bahman arrived in Kabul on the 3rd May and presented 
his credentials to King Zahir Shah on the 9th May. Except for a short period 
of employment in Tehran, he has served continually in Europe, and on arrival here 
professed himself amazed at the discomforts of travel in the East, and alarmed 
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at the prospects of life in Kabul. He speaks good French and understands a 
little English. He is outwardly very friendly though probably insincere, and 
chafes a good deal at the lack of amenities in Afghanistan, and at the boorishness 
of Kabul society in general and of M, Stark in particular. Since his arrival he 
has occupied himself almost exclusively in a heroic attempt to rebuild and 
modernise the Persian Embassy. 


(2) Ministers. 

Italy. 

*M. Ugo Sabetta arrived at Kabul on the 14th December, 1934, and presented 
his credentials on the 31st December. His last post was that of consul-general 
at Calcutta, and he had previously spent several years in Algiers. (Written in 
1934.) 

M. Sabetta is by nature a pleasant genial person, though rather stupid, a 
fair shot and a good sportsman. He speaks fluent French, but very little 
English. His manners deteriorated somewhat as the situation in Europe became 
more acute, but on finding that his attempts at incivility were ignored he has 
recently become pathetically polite. Mme. Sabetta left Kabul to everyone’s 
regret in October. 

France. 

*M. Rene Dollot arrived at Kabul on the 15th December, 1934, having 
travelled with M. Sabetta from Italy, where he has spent the last twenty years 
of his service. He is incapacitated by ill-health from taking any form of 
exercise other than walking, and is said to be an authority on Italian art. His 
last appointment was that of consul-general at Milan. He has left his wife in 
Europe, and his daughter, aged 20, keeps house for him. He knows very little 
English. (Written in 1934.) 

M. Dollot boasts of the fact that he dislikes all forms of sport, never plays 
a game, and does not dance. His sole occupation is talking, at which he is on 
the whole fairly proficient and entertaining. A pleasant agreeable man, who 
considers himself rather badly treated in being sent to Kabul, but hopes for 
preferment before long. He and his daughter recently spent three weeks in 
India, and were very grateful for the courtesy shown them during their tour, 
and particularly for the honour of lunching at the Viceroy’s House. 

Germany. 

*Dr. Kurt Ziemke arrived at Kabul on the 12th November and presented his 
credentials on the 4th December, 1933. lie apparently spent a considerable time 
in Turkey before the war, during which he was with the Turkish army in 
Palestine. Like M. Schwbrbel, whom he succeeded, Dr. Ziemke came here from 
Beirut, where he was consul-general. He speaks English, French and Turkish. 
(Written in 1934.) 

Dr. Ziemke left Kabul in May to undergo a serious operation in Germany. 
He returned in October bringing with him a very attractive wife, who must be 
at least five and twenty years his junior. He seems completely to have recovered 
from his illness, and appears on short acquaintance to be an able and agreeable 
colleague. 

Japan. 

*Mr. M. Kitada arrived at Kabul on the 6th November, 1934, and presented 
his letter of credence on the 15th November, 1934. Mr. Kitada is, according to 
himself, a career diplomat who has held appointments at Moscow and Stockholm. 
He has a working knowledge of French, Swedish, Russian and English. His wife, 
who speaks French, is very shy, but has a keen sense of humour. (Written 
in 1935.) 

Mr. Kitada has a peculiar directness of manner, which is at times rather 
disconcerting but on the whole refreshing. He spends his time devising means to 
thwart the Soviet Government and visits His Majesty’s Legation at intervals 
for applause or comfort as the case may be. A capable, rather primitive person 
who has a disconcerting habit of asking searching questions about other people’s 
domestic arrangements, apparently in an attempt to civilise himself. Mrs. Kitada 
left Kabul with her children in the autumn, but is expected back shortly. She 
is the daughter of a former Prime Minister of Japan. 

[14927] b 4 






Charge d’affaires. 


Turkey. 

Mamduh i^evket proceeded on leave at the end of March and has not yet 
returned, though he is expected shortly. In his absence the Embassy has been 
in charge of M. Vehbi Lebib, the counsellor, an amiable nonentity, who bears a 
strong physical resemblance to “ Pop ” of Daily Sketch fame, but is not nearly so 
intelligent. 


[N 652/233/97] No. 4. 

Mr. Eden to Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler (Kabul). 

(No. 16.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, February 5, 1936. 

THE Afghan Minister for Foreign Affairs, accompanied by the Afghan 
Minister in London, called on me on the 29th January to explain the policy of 
his Government towards His Majesty’s Government and the Government of India. 

2. Faiz Mohammad first asked if I had any questions to ask him; and on 
being assured that there were none, he launched out into a long justification of 
his Government’s attitude towards the tribes on the North-West frontier, on the 
lines with which His Majesty’s Government are familiar from your despatches. 
Afghanistan, he said, was a State still in the making. Its Government were doing 
their best to introduce order and civilisation with inadequate resources, and they 
had made some progress; but they had still been unable to train an army of 
more than 35,000 rifles to deal with some 400,000 armed tribesmen. The Govern¬ 
ment of India were pursuing the same policy of introducing civilisation to the 
tribesmen on their side of the frontier; and the Afghan Government hoped that 
this process would be successful. As, however, the tribes on both sides of the 
frontier were of the same race and had innumerable connexions with each other, 
the Afghan Government, though they admittedly had no legal locus standi in the 
matter, could not help being interested in the Government of India’s policy and 
its effects upon them. So long as that policy was one of peaceful penetration 
they had nothing to say; but when it became a policy of armed force, the reactions 
in Afghanistan were so serious that they could not remain indifferent to them. 
He instanced the cases of the Hassan Kliel Wazirs and the Upper Mohmands; 
and in connexion with the latter case it was necessary to point out to his Excellency 
that it was the Mohmands and not the Government of India who had begun the 
hostilities—which he hastened to admit. 

3. Faiz Mohammad said that he had explained these matters at greater 
length to the Governor of the North-West Frontier Province when he had met 
him at Peshawar on his way to Europe, and that Sir R. Griffiths had admitted 
that his Government had cause for anxiety lest Amanullist propaganda should 
work up tribal discontent against them as creatures of the foreigner if they 
attempted to fulfil in full their undoubted obligation to prevent their tribesmen 
from helping the British tribesmen against the Government of India. Sir 
R. Griffiths, however, had complained of Afghan payments to tribal leaders over 
the frontier; and he had told him that these were an old custom, begun by the 
Amir Abdurrahman in self-defence when the Government of India had brought 
his rival Ayub Khan from Persia and installed him at Rawalpindi, and continued 
ever since, so that it was impossible for them to discontinue it suddenly now, 
though they had already reduced the payments and would gladly abolish them 
altogether as soon as it was safe to do so. 

4. In conclusion, Faiz Mohammad urged once more that the proper way to 
deal with the frontier tribes—or at least the only way which was not dangerous 
for the Afghan Government—was to civilise them by opening schools and offering 
their leaders pecuniary inducements to send their sons to these. This was the 
policy which his own Government were pursuing with their tribesmen; and he 
had told Sir R. Griffiths that a tribal school should be as successful in Peshawar 
as in Kabul. It was pointed out to his Excellency that Sir R. Griffiths had in 
fact tried to establish schools in the Afridi country, but that these had been 
forcibly closed by the hostile party among the Afridis, supported from Afghan 
territory—to which he replied that the schools should not be in tribal territory 
itself, and that though it would, of course, take money to secure attendance at 
schools elsewhere, it would be money well spent. 
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5. 1 finally assured Faiz Mohammad that in general His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment had nc suspicions of the Afghan Government’s intentions towards the 
frontier tribes. There were, however, as his Excellency’s statement had shown, 
various points on which misunderstanding between the Afghan Government 
and the Government of India was still possible; and these, I thought, could best 
be discussed direct between his Excellency and the Secretary of State for India, 
I was proposing to invite Faiz Mohammad to a lunch on Friday, the 31st January, 
at which Lord Zetland would also be present; and I hoped they could talk over 
these matters then. Faiz Mohammad accepted the invitation with every sign 
of pleasure. 

6. I then said that, owing to another appointment, I regretted that I could 
not continue the conversation for the moment. As, however, it appeared that 
Faiz Mohammad still had other statements, particularly one on economic matters, 
to make, it was arranged that we should have a further interview on the 
1st February. 

I am, &c. 

ANTHONY EDEN. 


[N 689/233/97] No. 5. 

Mr. Eden to Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler (Kabul). 

(No. 17.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, February 5, 193G. 

THE Afghan Minister for Foreign Affairs, accompanied by the Afghan 
Minister in London, called on me again on the 1st February to continue the 
conversation recorded in my despatch No. 1(3 of the 5th February. 

2. I asked his Excellency whether the conversation which he had had tin; 
day before with the Secretary of State for India, following my luncheon to him 
on that day, at which Lord Zetland was present, had been satisfactory; and he 
replied that it had, indeed, been most satisfactory, Lord Zetland having fully 
appreciated his Government’s point of view on the frontier questions which he 
had discussed with me at our previous interview. 

3. Faiz Muhammad then said that, as he had told me on the 30th January, 
he now wished to deal with some economic questions; and the first and most 
important of these was the question of the supply of arms to his Government, 
which was both economic and political. When Sir Richard Maconachie was 
British Minister at Kabul, the Afghan Government had asked through him for 
30,000 rifles for their army; and His Majesty’s Government had agreed last year 
to supply 15,000 rifles, 5,000 of which had now been received. The balance of 
15,000 rifles was still urgently needed, however, and he asked me to use my 
influence to secure that these were supplied as soon as possible. 11 is Government 
also wished to purchase twenty-four aeroplanes, and at least one battery of 
mountain guns as a sample of future consignments. The Russians and others 
were offering them arms; but they were anxious to buy from this country if 
possible, and they recognised the force of the argument that they would be better 
able to resist a Russian attack if their arms and munitions were interchangeable 
with those used in India. Their army, however, must be built up quickly and 
could not wait indefinitely for the necessary equipment. 

4. I replied that I would look into these matters as soon as possible and 
with every desire to help the Afghan Government. These requests, however, 
came at a time when we were engaged in building up our own defences, and when 
we were inundated with similar requests for help from other countries—particu¬ 
larly in the matter of aeroplanes. I understood, moreover, that it had been 
necessary for the interested Departments of His Majesty’s Government to go very 
carefully into the incidence of the risk involved in the fact that the rifles already 
supplied were to be paid for by instalments continuing over six years or so, not 
because they had not complete trust in the Afghan Government’s determination 
to honour their obligations, but because these deferred payments always involved 
a risk of default through force majeure. 

5. The Minister thanked me for my promise of assistance in this matter, 
and said that, in connexion with these military questions, he would like to know 
how I regarded the present position of the Soviet Government and whether I 
agreed with the view which you had expressed to him, and Avhich seemed indeed 
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to be the general opinion in Europe, that that Government were too much 
occupied with their internal difficulties and too anxious about the intentions of 
Japan and Germany to be contemplating any aggressive policy towards 
Afghanistan. I replied that, while 1 would not like to dogmatise on such a 
matter, 1 shared this view and thought it fairly clear that the Soviet Government 
were now dehnitely on the defensive in their foreign relations and unlikely to 
trouble his country for some time to come. Faiz Muhammad said that this was 
also his own view. He foresaw no military danger from the north, and, as regards 
communism, the present Prime Minister, who was a very determined 
administrator, had seen to it that there was no danger of that in Afghanistan. 
There was, however, one part of the world where Soviet policy was not defensive 
and was causing anxiety to his Government—he referred to Sinkiang, where his 
information was that the Soviet Government had acquired almost complete control 
over the local Government at Urumchi, and where, according to the refugees 
who were continually passing into Afghan territory (and of whose presence there 
the Soviet Ambassador at Kabul was continually complaining without any 
reason), communism was being actively propagated. 

6. I told his Excellency that His Majesty’s Government also were interested 
iu the situation in Sinkiang, though they did not think it held any immediately 
dangerous possibilities, and were now considering the report of a special mission 
which they had sent to Kashgar from His Majesty’s Embassy at Peking. Eaiz 
Muhammad seemed much interested at this news, and asked that 1 would instruct 
you to tell him the impressions of the mission and His Majesty’s Government’s 
view of the situation when they had considered the report; and this I promised 
to do. 

7. Faiz Muhammad then spoke of the general economic situation in 
Afghanistan, which he thought satisfactory, and of his Government’s efforts to 
improve it still further by encouraging local industries and arranging for the 
import of machinery, &c., for them. For this last purpose, he said, they had set 
up a national bank to finance imports on credit terms; but the bank needed more 
capital. The Germans had already given it a considerable credit for the purchase 
of German goods, and the Russians also were offering credits of the same sort; 
but. much to his regret, it had been impossible to arrange for a similar credit 
from this country, though the bank would have been prepared to purchase goods 
on a credit of £500,000. I explained to his Excellency the workings of the export 
credit system in this country and the necessity which His Majesty’s Government 
were under, since they could not lend money direct for these purposes without 
special legislation, of persuading the business world that the risk in the case of 
a country like Afghanistan was one which would justify a reasonable premium; 
and I reminded him in this connexion that it had already been suggested to his 
Government that they should invite an expert from this country or from the 
League of Nations to make a report on economic conditions in Afghanistan which 
would enable the financial world here to regard Afghan business on credit as a 
reasonable risk. Faiz Muhammad said that it was true that this suggestion 
had been made, and that his Government had been obliged to reject it for the 
time being owing to the danger of the expert’s visit being misinterpreted in 
Afghanistan, but that he thought it might be practicable at a later date. What 
was now needed, however, was some small temporary advance to enable British- 
Afghan trade to be built up to the advantage of both countries. I said that in 
the circumstances I could only promise to have this matter looked into again, and 
this I would certainly do. 

8. Faiz Muhammad then said that there was one other economic matter 
which lie wished to mention as, although it was not urgent, it had a political side, 
on which he would be glad to know the opinion of His Majesty's Government. 
His Government, he said, were in negotiation with American oil interests with 
a view to the exploitation of oil in the Herat region; and they ultimately intended 
to use the proceeds of such exploitation to build a railway through Afghanistan 
from Herat to Kandahar, with a branch to Kabul. How would His Majesty’s 
Government view this railway project—for example, would they see any objection 
to the railway being connected with the Indian railways at Chaman and at the 
other end with the Russian railway system at Kushk? I said that, speaking for 
myself. I did not know that there would be any objection to this project from 
our side; but the matter was entirely new to me and I must consult several other 
authorities before I could give any definite answer. 
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9. Faiz Muhammad then took his leave with expressions of pleasure at 
his reception in London, but emphasising the urgency of a decision on his 
Government’s requests for arms. Re was anxious, he said, to know His Majesty's 
Government’s attitude towards this request—in principle, at least—before he 
left Paris on the 4th February, and I told him that, while it was very difficult to 
settle these matters in a hurry, I would do my best to see that he had some answer 
by that date, through the Afghan Minister in London. 

I am, &c. 

ANTHONY EDEN. 


[N 760/760/97] No. 6. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden. —( Received February 10.) 

(No. 8. Confidential.) 

Sir, Kabul , January 16, 1936. 

IN accordance with the instructions contained in your circular despatch 
dated the 28th May, 1935, I have the honour to enclose a copy of the records 
of leading personalities in Afghanistan duly corrected up to the end of 1935. 

I have, &c. 

W. K. FRASER-TYTLER. 


Enclosure in No. 6. 

Records of Leading Personalities in Afghanistan. 

(The references in brackets are to Who's Who in Afghanistan , 1930, issued 
by the General Staff in India.) 

1. Abdul Ahad (W.W. 4). “ Sardar-i-Ala,” Ismail Khel Ghilzai; owing 

to long residence in Wardak, is known as “ Wardaki.” 

1935, President of the National Assembly (Rais-i-Shura). 

From 1909 to 1916 was Chief Usher (Arzbegi) to the Ameer. Appointed 
Hakim of Kataghan. Was arrested with his brother for complicity in the 
murder of Ameer Habibullah Khan and banished; later was acquitted. In 1922 
was appointed A.D.C. to King Amanullah and was a great favourite of his. 
Sent to Wardak Valley during the Mangal rebellion in 1924 -25 to maintain 
loyalty amongst the Wardakis. Officiating Minister of Interior November 1928. 
Fled with Amanullah to India May 1929. Returned to Afghanistan December 
1929. 

1930, President of the National Assembly (Rais-i-Shura). In November 1931, 
proceeded to Farali as Rais-i-Tanzimieh (Supreme Civil and Military Adminis¬ 
trator), Farah and Chakansur. Returned to Kabul in spring of 1932 and 
re-elected President of the National Assembly. Is reported to belong to the 
“ Charkhi ” family party (see No. 4, Abdul Aziz Khan). 

Is apparently friendly to members of the British Legation, but does not 
convey an impression of sincerity. 

2. Abdul Aziz (W.W. 10). “Sardar-i-Ala,” Barakzai. Son of Mazullah 
Khan and nephew of the Ulya Ilazrat. Born 1876. 

1935, unemployed. 

Appointed Yawar (Equerry) to the Ameer in 1919. Amin-ul-Wajuhat 
(Octroi Superintendent) 1920. Went to Kandahar in November 1920 to raise 
new battalions for the Ameer. His recruiting caused much discontent. 
Returned to Kabul January 1921 and appointed Minister for Home Affairs. 
Also appointed Ishaq Aghasi Mulki (Civil Chamberlain) to the Ameer. 
Appointed Naib-ul-Hukumah (Governor) of Kandahar in December 1921, 
relieved early in 1923, but did not return to Kabul until the middle of 1924. 
Appointed to officiate as Minister of War 1924-25. Appointed Minister ol 
Interior June 1925. Accompanied Amanullah to Kandahar in 1929, where he 
acted as Governor March and April. Fled with Amanullah to India, May 1929. 
Was one of the few men really trusted by Amanullah and was a great favourite 










of his. Returned to Kabul, November 1929. Was deported to Jalalabad, the 
4th August, 1930; brought back the 20th August and confined in the Arq. Was 
released in January 1931. Was placed under surveillance in connexion with 
Ghulam Nabi’s plot in November 1932. 

Good Persian scholar and very conceited; suspected to be still engaged in 
pro-Amanullah activities. 

3. Abdul Aziz Khan (W.W. 13). Kandak Mishar (Lieutenant-Colonel). 
Son of the late Ghulam Haidar of Charkh. Born 1891. 

1935, living abroad. 

Was on the Asmar front in 1919. Commanding Arandu, October 1919. 
Proceeded to Mazar-i-Sharif, June 1920. G.O.C. Kunar Valley 1922. Hakim 
of Laghman 1923-24. Under-Secretary to the Minister of the Interior 1926. 
Governor of Mazar, November 1928. Wounded and imprisoned in Mazar-i-Sharif 
by Saqavis, February 1929. Sent to Kabul, March 1929, but escaped. Arrived 
Quetta, and left for Meshed, July 1929. Returned to Kabul, April 1930. Left 
Kabul by air on the 20th July, 1930, to visit his brother, Ghulam Nabi (W.W. 298), 
in Angora. Accompanied ex-King Amanullah to Mecca in 1931. One of the 
Amanullah party in Europe. Recently exiled from Turkey. Now in Germany. 

Relations (brothers): Ghulam Siddiq (W.W. 309), late Ghulam Nabi 
(W.W. 298), late Ghulam Jilani (W.W. 282). 

4. Abdul Uadi Khan (W.W. 38). Dawi Kakar of Kandahar. Son of 
Abdul Ahad, a Hakim of Kandahar. 

1935, in jail in Kabul. 

Member of the Afghan pence delegation, June 1919. Formerly editor of 
the A man-i-A fghan. Assistant to the Foreign Minister as Mustashar (counsellor) 
in charge of Indian affairs. Member of the Afghan delegation, Mussoorie 
Conference, 1920. Arrived Kushk, November 1920, with a mission to enquire 
into the position of the Afghan consul. Appointed Afghan representative at 
Bokhara. Returned to Kabul, July 1921, and resumed his duties in the Foreign 
Office. Appointed Envoy in London, January 1922. Relieved, August 1924. 
On return was appointed Minister of Commerce. Was suspected of 
“ Republican ” intrigues during Amanullah’s absence in Europe 1928. Retired 
from Ministry of Commerce in October 1928 to become a candidate for the 
National Assembly. Joined Amanullah in Kandahar and fled with him to India, 
May 1929. Resided in Karachi and returned to Kabul in November 1929. 
Appointed Afghan Minister in Berlin, December 1929. Resigned in March 1931, 
as he considered the attitude of the Afghan Government was too friendly to His 
Majesty’s Government. Reported to have met ex-King Amanullah in Venice 
in March 1932. In May 1932 returned to Kabul after performing pilgrimage to 
Mecca. In 1933 was arrested on account of suspected pro-Amanullah activities. 
Has the reputation of being an ardent Nationalist and particularly anti-British, 
but financially honest. 

5. Abdul Hakim Khan (W.W. 42). 

1935, a deportee in Burma. 

Originally on domestic staff of Ameer Abdurrahman; occupied a similar 
position at the Court of Habibullah. Head of Trading Association in Kabul. 
Appointed Trade Agent at Peshawar, September 1926. Very active on 
Amanullah’s behalf during the revolution. Refused to acknowledge Nadir Shah 
as King. Arrested in Peshawar on the 6th February, 1930, for intriguing with 
the tribes of the Eastern Province against Nadir Shah. Deported with Amin 
Jan (W.W. 184) to Burmah, March 1930. 

Elderly, intelligent and pro-Amanullah. 

6. Abdul Husain Khan (W.W. 47). Mirza. Son of Sardar Abdul Aziz. 
Born and educated in Persia. 

1935, Afghan Ambassador, Moscow. 

Was Under-Secretary in charge of Reception and Visa Branch of Afghan 
Foreign Office, 1924. Dismissed in August 1925, partly for taking heavy com¬ 
mission on goods purchased in India for Afghan Government. Director of 
Afghan Transport Company, Kabul, 1926. Appointed consul-general, Delhi. In 
business in Karachi, 1929. Returned to Kabul, November 1929. Appointed 
Minister at Rome and presented his credentials on the 17th May, 1930. Was 
appointed chief Afghan delegate at the Disarmament Conference at Geneva, 
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1931-32. In December 1932 relieved and appointed Ambassador, Moscow. 
Visited Kabul August 1935. 

Speaks English. Has many friends in India, where he spent some time 
during the Great War. 

7. Abdul Jamil Khan (W.W. 50 a). Firqa Mishar (Major-General). 
Khwaja of Kulangar, Logar. 

1935, unemployed in Kabul. 

Held the post of Hakim (Governor) at Asmar for a short time during the 
reign of Amanullah. Joined Shah Mahmud (W.W. 414) during the rebellion. 
Appointed Commandant of Police, Kabul, November 1929. Towards the begin¬ 
ning of 1931 was appointed officiating Governor of Kabul. Tn July 1931 was 
sent to the Hazarajat on temporary duty in connexion with the Ghilzai-Hazara 
dispute. In November 1931 went to Mukur in connexion with the effort to effect 
the surrender of Abdur Rahman (W.W. 99a), which was successful. Appointed 
officiating Governor of Mazar, December 1931. In November 1934 was relieved 
of his appointment owing to complaints of his corruption and immorality, and 
was recalled to Kabul. 

Cousin of Haji Nawab Khan (W.W. 470 a). 

8. Abdul Karim Khan (W.W. 52). Barakzai. 

1935, unemployed in Kabul. 

Naib-ul-Hukumah (Governor) of Jalalabad from February 1903 till early in 
1905, when he was summoned to Kabul and imprisoned. Was subsequently 
appointed Inspector-General of Education at Kabul. In 1914 was Governor of 
Hazarajat. Was unemployed in 1917. Arrested with his son, Azim Jan, and 
accused of having attempted to murder the Ameer. Azim Jan was reported to have 
been executed. In 1921 promoted Civil Brigadier and appointed Hakim 
(Governor) of Ghazni. In January 1922 took over governorship of the Eastern 
Province. November 1923, appointed Governor of Turkestan. November 1928, 
appointed Governor of Kandahar. In March 1929 went to Hazarajat and raised 
a force of Hazaras. Was in Kabul when Nadir Shall entered the city, but 
absconded to India. In the spring of 1932 returned to Kabul, and was arrested 
on account of pro-Amanullah activities in November 1932; was released in 
March 1933, but kept under surveillance. Engaged in trade in 1935 and trying 
to live down his reputation of being pro-Amanullah. 

Is said to be extremely corrupt and pro-Russian. 

A grandson of the late Khan-i-Mullah Khan, Chief Qazi of Afghanistan. 

9. Abdul Majid. Tajik of Herat. 

1935, managing director of the Shirkat-i-Ashami. 

Is a young man of no important family. Was at one time an official in the 
Customs Office in Herat, from where in about 1920 lie went to Moscow and v\ as at 
one time attached to the Afghan Embassy there. Started business in Moscow 
and made a considerable amount of money by exporting and importing contraband 
goods with the connivance of the Customs officials. In about 1930 he settled in 
Berlin. Was recalled to Kabul in 1933 by the Afghan Government to organise 
and manage the Ashami Company. Prior to proceeding to Berlin he is believed 
to have had a considerable amount of his property confiscated by the Soviet 
Government. Believed by some to have Soviet tendencies, but this has been 
officially denied by the Afghan Government. Has tact and is a capable business 
man. 

Has a wife (German) and two or three children in Berlin. 

10. Abdul Taivab Khan (W.W. 124). Muhaminadzai. Son of the late 
Mahmud Tarzi (W.W. 416). Born 1902. 

1935, in Europe. 

Went to Europe for education, October 1921. Admitted to St. Cyr early in 
1924 and completed a course of nearly three years’ duration there. Spent one 
year with a French cavalry regiment. Head of Cavalry School, Kabul, 1928. 
Accompanied King Amanullah to Europe, 1928. Escaped from Kabul to 
Peshawar with Inayatullah by British aeroplane, January 1929 

Speaks French fluently, and is a smart, well-mannered youth, of whom more 
should be heard in the future. 

Married (1931) Zakiri Khanum, daughter of a retired Turkish naval captain. 
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11. Abdul Wahab (W.W. 126). Muhammadzai. Son of the late Mahmud 
Tarzi (W.W. 416). Born about 1900. 

1935, in Italy. 

Accompanied his father to the Afghan Mnssoorie Conference, 1920. Left 
Kabul for London with despatches August 1921. Educated at Exeter College, 
Oxford. On return to Kabul was appointed to a branch of the Foreign Office. 
Went to Kandahar at the time of Amanullah’s abdication and acted as Foreign 
Minister there. Accompanied Amanullah on his flight to India, and left India 
with him. 

12. Abdul Wahid (W.W. 128). Also known as Mr. Wade. A Safi of 
Chouki, Kunar. 

1935, living in Kabul. 

Went to Australia as a boy and remained there many years making a 
considerable amount of money and marrying an Australian wife. In 1924 
obtained gold-mining concessions for Kandahar district, and went to Europe, 
where he formed the ‘ ‘ Durrani Syndicate,” and returned to Afghanistan with 
engineers, who prospected the district and reported unfavourably. In 1925 
married a Peshawari woman of low birth. In 1926 made a bid for the Khanate 
of Kunar, and earned the King’s displeasure by his attitude. In September 1926 
was reported to be attempting to stir up the Mohmands against the King. In 
December 1928 offered to ensure the safety of the British Legation against 
attacks by tribesmen. Was then said to have great influence with the Chaknaur 
Mullah. In May 1929 lie tried to raise the Shinwaris and Safis against Habi- 
bullah. Claims to be a British subject, but the correctness of this is doubtful. 
Claims to have been a close friend and admirer of the late King Nadir Shah. Has 
a son in the Royal Bodyguard, who acts as interpreter to a German officer 
instructor. 

13. Abdur Rahim Khan (W.W. 89). Naib Salar (General). Tajik of 
Koh-i-Daman. Son of Abdul Qadir Khan. 

1935, Minister of Public Works. 

Was a big merchant and influential man in Herat, with branches in Mazar-i- 
Sharif, Maimana, and other places in the north. Appointed to command the 
3rd Infantry Ghutid (Brigade), Herat, October 1926. Joined Bacha-i-Saqao in 
Charikar during the latter’s second attempt to capture Kabul, January 1929. 
Sent by Bacha-i-Saqao to Mazar-i-Sliarif to organise a revolution. He deposed 
the Governor and left for Maimana, and thence for Herat, which he reached on 
the 4th May, 1929, after defeating some Herati forces under Muhammad Ghaus 
(W.W. 262). In May appointed Civil and Military Governor by Bacha-i-Saqao, 
and reappointed later by Nadir Shah, October 1928. Was said to be very popular 
with the Heratis and to be governing his province well. His loyalty to the Central 
Government was at one time said to be uncertain, while the form of administration 
he set up in Herat was reported (1930) to show signs of Soviet influence. After 
the success of Shah Mahmud (W.W. 414) in the spring of 1931 in Kataghan and 
Badakshan, he seems to have decided to submit to Nadir Shah, and sent his son, 
Abdul Khalim Khan, to Kabul in August. He returned in September, accom¬ 
panied by Firqa Mishar (Major-General) Muhammad Shuaib Khan (W.W. 611a), 
appointed General Officer Commanding Troops in Herat, and a Mustaufi (revenue 
official). August 1932, visited Kabul, and, in September, was confirmed in 
appointment of Naib-ul-Uukumah (Governor), Herat. Deprived of Governorship 
of Herat and appointed Minister of Public Works, 1935. 

He was brother-in-law of Muhammad Husain, accountant under Amir Habi- 
bullah Khan, who was executed by King Amanullah Khan. 

14. Abdur Rahman Khan (W.W. 98a). Tarak, Ghilzai. Son of Slier Jan, 
who was a refugee in India from Ameer Abdur llahman. 

1935, living in Kabul. 

Was a resident of Loralai, Baluchistan, for about forty years, and is known 
as “Abdur Rahman of Loralai.” Received the title of “ Khan Sahib ” and an 
allowance of 75 rupees per mensem from the Government of India. Applied for 
permission to proceed to Afghanistan in 1929. This was granted on condition 
that he obtained the sanction of the Afghan Government of the time. Was given 
six months’ advance of his allowance as final quittance and left for Afghanistan 
in the early part of May 1930. Was met by a large body of GhiRais of all 
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sections, and gave out that he had come to Afghanistan “ in order to see that his 
tribe got their rights.” A series of minor hostile acts on the part of the Ghilzais 
under Abdur Rahman culminated in an attack on Ivalat-i-Ghilzai at the 
beginning of October 1930. This was unsuccessful. After several abortive 
attempts to persuade Abdur Rahman to come in, it was decided in December 1930 
to use force. An attempt was made to capture him at Aoband, but he escaped. 
Went into hiding to avoid capture by Nadir Shah’s troops. Remained at large 
until November 1931, when the Afghan Government made determined efforts to 
effect his surrender, and succeeded in getting him to come in under ‘‘safe 
conduct ” without having to resort to the employment of force. Was brought to 
Kabul, where he was pardoned by the King. 

A man of considerable influence amongst the Ghilzais. Reported to be 
pro-Amanullah, and in 1933 was under surveillance on this account. 

15. Abdur Rahman (or Rahim Khan) (W.W. 90). Jabbar Khcl Ghilzai. 
Son of Asmatullah Khan, “ Chief of the Ghilzais.” who led the latter against us 
in 1879, and was eventually hanged by Ameer Abdur Rahman in 1882. 

1935, is now very old and is living in his village, Jokan, Hissarak. 

Was a refugee in Peshawar for many years. Permitted to return in 1905 
and sent to reside in Herat. In 1907 appointed ILakim of Andarab. Was 
unemployed in 1913. One of the first acts of ex-King Amanullah Khan on 
ascending the throne was to summon him to Kabul. lie was given a khillat 
(reward of honour) of 10,000 Kabuli rupees in cash and a jaghir (estate free of 
revenue) worth 50,000 Kabuli rupees, previously enjoyed by his father, and also 
twelve -303 rifles. This pleased the Ghilzais. Reported to have been sent to 
Kahi in July 1919 to raise the Shinwaris against the British. In March 1920 
said to have been made head of the Ghilzais in Kabul district. In May 1924 was 
sent to settle the hasht nafri (conscription of one in eight) question with the 
Shinwaris, and told the jirga that the Ameer had promised them exemption. In 
1929 supported Bacha-i-Saqao. Was under surveillance in Kabul in 1932, but 
was eventually allowed to return to his home. 

16. Ahmad Ali Jan (W.W. 140), Sardar, Muhammadzai. Son of Suleman 
Khan and cousin of the late King Nadir Shah. Born 1899. 

1935, Minister of Education. 

Appointed A.D.C. to King Amanullah 1923, but incurred his displeasure by 
marrying without his approval. Governor of Jalalabad in 1923 24. Imprisoned 
by Bacha-i-Saqao in April 1929, but was released in October. Speaks English 
and Urdu. Appointed Minister in Paris, November 1929, and transferred to 
London, June 1931. Relieved in July 1933 and appointed Minister of Education 
Returned to Kabul in October 1933. 

Is a pleasant man, but not very capable. Is said to be pro-British. 

17. Ahmad Ali Khan (W.W. 141). Firqa Misliar (Major-General), Tajik. 
Son of Abdul Wahid Khan. 

1935, Rais-i-Urdu (Adjutant-General), War Office. 

Appointed Afghan agent at Bombay, January 1917. Was in Kabul. 
March 1919. Appointed Afghan consul in Peshawar, November 1919, but was 
not permitted to enter British territory. Wrote to Amir saying this was due to 
his having been Mehmandar (entertainment officer) to the Russians in Kabul. 
Appointed Sarhaddar (frontier officer) at Dakka, September 1920. Relieved in 
March 1921, but remained as a political officer. Was said to be much trusted by 
the Ameer, who refused to listen to complaints against him. Relieved and 
returned to Kabul, November 1921. Appointed Hakim i-Knlan (Governor), 
Kohistan, December 1921. Was Governor of the Eastern Province during the 
crisis over the Landi Kolal murders, and organised pursuit of Ardali and 
Daucl Shah. Governed his province harshly and disgraced Mir Zaman of Kunar. 
Appointed Minister, Berlin, September 1925. Returned to Kabul 1927. Chief 
of Kabul Municipality, November 1928. Sent to Charikar to raise recruits, 
December 1928, but failed. Fled with Amanullah to India, May 1929, and with 
Inayatullah to Persia. Returned to Kabul, December 1929. Officiating Minister 
of Court, January 1930. Deputy War Minister, April 1930. Appointed 
Rais-i-Tanzimieh (Supreme Civil and Military Administrator), Kataghan and 
Badakshan, July 1930. Relieved by Naib Salar (General) Muhammad Ghaus 
Khan (W.W. 262), and went to Mazar-i-Sharif. On departure of Muhammad 
Yakub Khan (W.W. 675) in May 1931 to Russia for medical treatment was 
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appointed to officiate as Rais-i-Tanzimieh, Northern Provinces. Returned tc 
Kabul, January 1932, and appointed first Muin (secretary), War Office. Title 
was later changed to “ Rais-i-Urdu.” 

A clever, capable man, with considerable force of character. Whilst in India 
proved courteous, able and sensible. Has been reported to be pro-Amanullah. 

18. Ahmad Shah Khan (WAV. 149). Sardar, Muhammadzai. Son of 
Sardar Muhammad Asaf Khan. Born 1889. 

1935, Wazir-i-Darbar (Minister of Court). 

Accompanied Ameer Habibullah Khan to India in 1907. On the night of 
the murder of Ameer Habibullah Khan was in command of the guard. The 
sepoys of the Ghund-i-Ardalian (an infantry unit), whose colonel, Ali Shah Reza. 
was executed as the actual murderer, believed that Ahmad Shah Khan was the 
real murderer, and that their colonel had been made a scapegoat. It is stated, 
however, on excellent authority, that the actual murderer was not Ahmad Shah 
Khan. Married a sister of the late Shaghassi Ali Ahmad Khan, one time Wali 
of Kabul. Was an A.D.C. of ex-King Amanullah. Went to Europe with a 
message from Habibullah Khan (Bacha-i-Saqao) to Nadir Khan. Returned to 
Kabul early 1930. Appointed Wazir-i-Darbar (Minister of Court), April 1930. 
In March 1932 went on pilgrimage to Mecca as representative of the King and 
negotiated a “ treaty of friendship ” with Saudi Arabia. Visited India in the 
spring of 1933 for medical treatment, where he married a second wife. His 
eldest daughter was married to King Zahir Shah in November 1931. Speaks 
English and Urdu, and is a pleasant, easy-going, well-mannered man. 

19. Ali Muhammad Khan. Mirza (W.W. 179). 

1935, Afghan Minister, London. 

Travelled in Europe, and on return was appointed an assistant in the 
Ministry of Education. In 1925 promoted Under-Secretary, Ministry of 
Education. Appointed Minister at Rome, February 1927. Was with Amanullah 
in London, March 1928. Minister of Commerce, November 1928 A member of 
Bacha-i-Saqao’s “ Council for the Maintenance of Order,” February 1929. 
Appointed Minister of Education, November 1929. In June 1933 was appointed 
Afghan representative at the Economic Conference, London, and in July was 
appointed Afghan Minister, London. Appointed Minister in Switzerland, but 
appointment appears to have been cancelled. Visited Kabul in 1935 and returned 
to London. 

Speaks English and is intelligent and capable. 

Is a brother-in-law of the late Ameer Habibullah (not Bacha-i-Saqao). 

Is reported to be pro-Russian. 

20. Allah Nawaz (W.W. 182). Indian of Multan Son of Khan Bahadur 
Rab Nawaz Khan, honorary magistrate, Multan. 

1935, Afghan Minister in Berlin. 

Is a runaway student of Lahore. In Jalalabad 1920 as an assistant editor 
of the Ittihad-i-Mashriqi. A Superintendent of Schools, Jalalabad Circle. Was 
agent of the Indian Revolutionary party in Afghanistan and Tashkent and 
channel of communication between them and the Hindustani Fanatics. In 1927 
was employed by the Deutseh-Afghanische Company as an interpreter. Helped 
Nadir Shah in his advance on Kabul 1929. Appointed Minister of Court, 
October 1929, and Equerry, November 1929. Was appointed to supervise the 
work on Dar-ul-Aman, May 1930. In July 1930 accompanied the Minister of 
Justice (W.W. 256) to Ghazni for negotiations with the Suleman Khel.'in which 
he is reputed to have done well. Left Kabul for Europe, via India, in April 1931 
for medical treatment, returning to Kabul in November 1931. In March 1932 
again went to Europe, ostensibly for medical treatment, and returned in 
January 1933. In June 1933 was appointed Minister of Public Works, but has 
spent most of the year in the Southern Province in connexion with the 
disturbances there. Was devotedly attached to the late Nadir Shah. Does not 
appear to be violently anti-British. Left Kabul on visit to Europe, ostensibly for 
medical treatment, December 1933. Appointed Afghan Minister in Berlin, 1935. 

21. Amanullah Khan (W.W. 183). Ex-King of Afghanistan. Third son 
of the Ameer Habibullah Khan, by the Ulya Hazrat Born the 1st June, 1892. 

1935, living in Italy. 

In 1914 married Souriya, daughter of Sardar Mahmud Tarzi (W.W. 416). 
In 1916 was reported to be friendly with the German mission in Kabul, and in 
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favour of intervention in the war against Britain. When the Court moved to 
Jalalabad in the winter of 1918-19, he remained behind as Governor of Kabul, 
and was in a very strong position, with control of the chief arsenal, treasure and 
stores, when the Ameer was murdered in February 1919. He proclaimed himself 
Ameer, declared Nasrullah a usurper, and accused him of complicity in the 
murder. The troops of Jalalabad and Kabul sided with him, and Nasrullah was 
compelled to submit. On the 27th February he was formally crowned by the 
Tagao Mullah, and, in a speech, stated that Inayatullah had, by his recognition 
of Nasrullah’s usurpation, forfeited his claim to the throne. On the 13th April 
he held a special darbar in Kabul for the trial of those accused of the Ameer’s 
murder, and at its conclusion a colonel named Ali Shah Reza, generally regarded 
as a mere scapegoat, was sentenced to death and executed. Sardar Nasrullah 
and others were sentenced to imprisonment for life. Amanullah soon found his 
position threatened by intrigue on behalf of Inayatullah and the restiveness of 
the army, who were not satisfied with the enquiry made into the murder of 
Habibullah. The army was therefore despatched to the Indian frontier in order 
to divert its attention and to take advantage of the disturbances in India, should 
these develop into open rebellion. The Commander-in-chief apparently exceeded 
his instructions, and precipitated hostilities, which resulted in the third Afghan 
war. A variety of considerations led to the grant of lenient terms to 
Afghanistan, including the recognition of her complete independence. As a 
result, Amanullah Khan was enabled to claim that he had won the freedom of 
his country by the sword, and, by the conclusion of treaties with a number of 
European countries, that he had brought about the recognition of Afghanistan 
on a basis of equality by the great Powers. These tactics gained him considerable 
prestige, both in his own country and throughout the East. This prestige tended 
to increase his natural vanity and render him impatient of advice. Through his 
wife he had been brought under “Young Turk” influence, and he proceeded 
to carry out a fantastically rapid programme of reform without regard for the 
backwardness and prejudice of his people, particularly the mullahs. He failed 
to profit by the warning sounded by several rebellions, the most serious of which 
was the Khost rising of 1924, and continued to spend his revenues on schemes 
for social and educational progress, whilst neglecting his army. These tendencies 
were exaggerated as a result of his European tour of 1927-28, and particularly, 
it is believed, as a result of his visit to Mustafa Kemal at Angora. In the autumn 
of 1928 the Shinwaris were in revolt, soon followed by other tribes. He was 
attacked by Bacha-i-Saqao, a highwayman of low birth, in Kabul in December 
1928, and again in January 1929. Announced his abdication in favour of 
Tnayatullah on the 14th January, and fled to Kandahar a day or two later. At 
Kandahar attempted to rally support for the Durrani Dynasty, and formally 
rescinded his abdication. In April he advanced on Kabul, but, owing to the 
hostility of the Ghilzais, was repulsed near Ghazni and defeated at Mukur. 
Arrived at Chaman with his family on the 23rd May, and sailed from Bombay 
for Italy on the 22nd June, 1929. He has three sons and four daughters. 

Different opinions are held as to the possibility of his return, but this would 
seem to be remote, unless the present ruler made himself unpopular throughout 
the country and the feeling on the Indian frontier definitely turned in favour 
of jehad (Holy Warb 

Proceeded on “ Haj,” April 1931, with the object of rehabilitating himself 
in Moslem eyes, and for concerting measures for the recovery of his throne. In 
March 1931 published a letter decrying Nadir Shah and his regime. Returned 
to Italy, May 1931. Believed to be constantly intriguing against the late and 
present Kings. Visited Mecca, 1935. 

22. Asadullah Khan (W.W. 199). Sardar, Muhammadzai. Sar Sar-i-Os 
(Commander of the Royal Bodyguard). Born 1911. A son of the late Ameer 
Habibullah by the Ulya Janab, sister of Nadir Shah. 

1935, Commanding Guards Division (Shahi Firqa). 

Imprisoned in Kabul by Bacha-i-Saqao 1929. Appointed Sar Sar-i-Os 
(Commander of the Royal Bodyguard), November 1929, and A.D.C. to the War 
Minister. In July 1931 joined the newly-opened Infantry Officers’ School for a 
year’s course. Speaks French well. Is pleasant-mannered, but does not appear 
to have much force of character. Is important as the lineal representative of 
both the “ Kabul ” and “ Peshawar ” Sardars. 

[14927J c 
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23. Ata Muhammad, Khan (W.W. 207). Tokhi. Son of the late Sardar 
Abdullah Khan, who was Governor of Mazar in time of Ameer Habibullah. 
Order of Astor. 

1935, member of Council of Nobles (Majlis-i-Aiyan). 

Quarrelled with Hashim Khan (W.W. 337) in time of Ameer Habibullah. 
Was in Jalalabad when Ameer Habibullah was murdered; was arrested and 
condemned to death, but was reprieved at last moment. Again arrested on 
suspicion of complicity in unsuccessful attempt on Amanullah’s life at Paghman, 
but released at Mahmud Tarzi’s request. Appointed Diplomatic Representative, 
Bokhara, but his arrival coincided with the Bolshevik revolt, and he returned to 
Mazar. Was one of Afghan officials ordered to render secret assistance to Enver 
Pasha in Central Asia. Appointed Governor of Balkh at time of Amanullah’s 
visit to Mazar, just prior to latter’s visit to Europe, and awarded the Order of 
Astor. 

During the revolution fought against the Saqavi forces of Abdur Rahim 
(W.W. 89), was defeated, and fled to Tashkent. Accompanied Ghulam Nabi in 
his unsuccessful effort to recapture Northern Afghanistan in April 1929, and 
again retired to Russian territory. 

Appears to have returned to Afghanistan soon after Nadir Shah’s accession. 
Member of a commission of reconstruction sent to Mazar-i-Sharif in March 1930; 
in command of a flying column during operations against Ibrahim Beg 1931. 
Promoted Major-General and awarded the Order of Astor, 2nd class, 1931. 
Appointed a member of the Council of Nobles, December 1931. 

Has a reputation for courage. Is reported to be pro-Russian. 

24. Ata-ul-Haq (W.W. 209). Born about 1885. Eldest son of the late 
Khwaja Jan of Serai Khoja, Koh-i-Daman. 

1935, in jail. 

Lived in India until he was 16. Accompanied Ameer Habibullah on his tour 
in India 1907. In July 1920 appointed to command at Kalat-i-Ghilzai, and was 
suspended in March 1923 for inefficient handling of the Wazirs. Spent two years 
in Moscow in charge of Afghan students. Appointed Foreign Minister by 
Bacha-i-Saqao, June 1929. Is well-educated, and possesses pleasant manners. 
Brother of the late Sher Jan and the late Muhammad Sadiq Khan, two of the 
Bacha’s officials. Arrested with Bacha-i-Saqao, November 1929. 

25. Badshah GuL (W.W. 224). Haji Khel Mohmand. Son of the IJaji of 
Turangzai. 

Is believed to communicate with the Soviet Embassy and Ghadr party in 
Kabul. In 1930 was one of the leaders of the lashkars on the Mohmand border. 
In the summer of 1933 left Kabul without the permission of the Afghan 
Government to take a prominent part in the disturbances on the Mohmand 
border. In 1935 was prominent in the disturbances on the Mohmand border and 
brought to Kabul. 

Though anti-British, is said not to be so fanatically hostile to the British 
as his father. 

26. Fniz Muhammad Khan (W.W. 243). Sardar, Muhammadzai. Son of 
Sardar Gul Muhammad Khan. Born about 1899. 

1935, Foreign Minister. 

Adviser to Muhammad Wali Khan, Afghan envoy to Moscow 1920. 
Returned from Moscow and in charge of arrangements for the Suritz party, 
September 1920. Arrived Tashkent the 5th January, 1921, en route to Moscow. 
Appointed first counsellor to Muhammad Wali’s mission to Europe 1921, which 
visited London, America, Paris and Rome. First Under-Secretary in the 
Foreign Office 1922. In addition, acted as Minister of Education 1923. 
Appointed Minister of Education, March 1924. A member of Bacha-i-Saqao’s 
“ Council for the Maintenance of Order,” April 1929. Appointed Foreign 
Minister by King Nadir Shah, November 1929. Proceeded on Haj in 1933. Left 
Kabul on a visit to Europe, December 1935. 

Well educated and intelligent, with a good name for honesty in financial 
matters. Friendly, insincere and self-indulgent, particularly as regards drugs, 
the use of which renders him incapable of sustained mental effort. Prefers airy 
discourse of abstract principles to discussion of practical details, and is tiresome 
when he feels obliged to live up to his reputation as a humorist. 
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27. Fazl Ahmad Khan (W.W. 255a). Hazrat Sahib of Chaughatan, Herat. 

A distant relative of the Hazrats of Shor Bazar. 

1935, officiating as Minister of Justice. 

1932, 1st Muin (assistant) in the Ministry of Justice. Married a daughter 
of Fazl-i-Umar (Sher Agha) (W.W. 256) in June 1930. 

Has pleasant manners and is friendly. Is said to be not particularly 
capable. 

28. Fatal Ilahi (W.W. 255). Indian Maulvi. Born at Wazirabad 
Gujranwala 1882. Son of Haji Mian Bakhsh. 

After matriculating from the Scottish Mission School, joined the Cana! 
Department and was later employed on the North-Western Railway. Fazal Ilahi 
had always been religiously inclined, receiving instruction in Sufism from 
Sufi Wali Muhammad of Fatuhi Walla in Lahore District. In 1905 he visited 
Asmas. In 1907 he resigned his post and devoted himself to the study of the 
Quran. Accompanied a messenger of the Amir-ul-Mujahidin on a tour through 
India in 1908, collecting for the Mujahidin cause. Later he was made trustee of 
the Mujahidin fund for the Punjab. Still continued to pay occasional visits to 
Asmas, and at the beginning of 1915 he and his brother facilitated the flight of 
the Lahore students to the Mujahidin colony. During the Mohmand disturbances 
of 1915, Fazal Ilahi toured India collecting subscriptions for the Mujahidin who 
were taking part. On his return to Wazirabad was arrested and interned in 
Jullundur jail. Released in 1918 and confined to the Wazirabad Tehsil. In the 
middle of 1920 slipped off to Kabul and thence to the Mujahidin colony at 
Chamarkand, where, with the help of Maulvi Bashir, he worked for the 
downfall of Niamatullah, Amir at Asmas. In 1021 proclaimed himself Amir at 
Chamarkand. Was chief instigator of the murder of Amir Niamatullah. In 
1923 a dispute arose between Fazal Ilahi and Maulvi Bashir over the Amirship 
at Chamarkand, and in November 1925 Maulvi Bashir persuaded the Amir of 
Asmas to join with him in evicting Fazal Ilahi. The latter, realising his 
weakness, abdicated at the beginning of 1926 and proceeded to Asmas. In 
March 1926 returned to Chamarkand, but did not take charge, the colony being 
controlled by a committee. In January 1927 the dispute between Maulvi Bashir 
and Fazal Ilahi was settled by a jirga of mullahs and the Haji of Turangzai at 
Chamarkand. The settlement and property were divided equally, but Bashir, 
having the larger following, was declared Amir. Joined the Haji during the 
Mohmand unrest 1927. Was evicted from Dir in 1931. Took part in the Bnjaur 
disturbances of 1932 and interested himself on behalf of Congress and Red Shirt 
prisoners in India. Was formerly in touch with Russian Embassy and Ghadr 
party in Kabul and, according to Afghan official information, si ill is so. Is 
reported to have been implicated in the murder of Maulvi Bashir (L.P. for 1933, 
No. 14) of whom ho was a bitter enemy. 

29. Fazal-i-Kmar (Sher Agha) (W.W. 256). A member of the family of 
Sirhind Pirs established in Kabul. Assumed the title of Hazrat Sahib of Shor 
Bazaar on the death of his elder brother, Shah Agha, in 1925. 

1935, unemployed in Kabul. 

In 1926 proceeded on Haj, and did not return to Kabul, but eventually 
proceeded to Dera Ismail Khan, where in 1928 he was intriguing against 
Amanullah. Was expelled from the North-West Frontier Province in March 
1928 under Frontier Security Regulations for preaching against the Afghan 
Government. In September 1928 Amanullah asked him to return to Afghanistan, 
but he refused. After the abdication of King Amanullah he proceeded to the 
Southern Province, where he assisted Nadir Shah. Appointed Minister of 
Justice, November 1929. In July 1930 was sent as Rais-i-Tanzimieh (Supreme 
Civil and Military Governor) of the Ghilzai area, and returned to Kabul at the 
end of August. In June his daughter married Fazal Ahmad Khan, Hazrat 
Sahib of Chaughatan, Herat. In December 1931 offered his resignation and 
ceased working as Minister. His resignation, however, was not accepted until 
December 1932. Was granted a visa in December 1932 to proceed to India, from 
whence he was to have proceeded on Ilaj, but owing to the death of his mother 
he returned to Kabul. December 1934 went to India to visit the Sirhind shrine, 
Ambala district, India. 

Reactionary and opposed to progressive reforms. His whole-hearted support 
of Zahir Shah is therefore doubtful, and he is not trusted by the Afghan 
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Government. On the other hand, is probably not pro-Amanullah. Wields great 
influence amongst the Suleiman Khel Ghilzais. Said to favour friendship with 
the British as opposed to the Soviet. 

Relations: Brother, Siddiq Agha Muhammad (W.W. 613) Nephew, Rasul 
Jan Agha (W.W. 522). 

30. Fazal-i-Wahid (Haji Sahib of Turangzai) (W.W. 257). Haji Khel 
Mohmand. Firzada of Umarzai, P. S. Tangi. An influential man among the 
followers of the late Mullah of Hadda and most of the villages in the Peshawar 
district. Was given some land near Turangzai, and built a large mosque and 
hostel for his sheikhs and disciples. In 1908 he was arrested for seditious 
preaching, and later released from jail on ten of the leading Hashtnagar maliks 
giving security that he would not preach in an inflammatory style nor leave 
Charsadda without permission. Visited Kabul in the same year. In 1914 he 
tried, with little success, to get the villagers to boycott the Government schools 
in favour of the mosque. His security lapsed March 1915. In June 1915 left 
British territory and started an agitation against Government in Buner, which 
came to a head in an attack on Rustam in August 1915. Subsequently moved to 
Bagh in Mohmand (Kandahari) country, and has since been implacably hostile 
to Government, losing no opportunity to suborn the assured clans. Acted as 
Afghan Agent for the distribution of allowances, and largely alienated the 
Mohmands by his display of favouritism. Took a prominent part against 
Government in the 3rd Afghan war, and went to Afghanistan for service 
against the Mangals (1924-25). Aided by his son, Badshah Gul, and by the 
Faqir of Alingar, in May-June 1927, he roused the Mohmands to attack the 
frontier posts m the neighbourhood of Shabkadr. On the failure of this attack 
he retired to Lakarai. In 1930 was again active on the Mohmand border, but 
failed to raise the Mohmands for an attack on the Peshawar district. In Mai’ch 
1932 his village, Lakarai, was bombed, owing to his having preached jehad in 
Mohmand country. Visited Kabul in summer of 1932. Returned to his home 
in January 1933. 

His influence in Mohmand country is confined to the Mitai Musa Khel, 
Kandaharis, Htmanzai and Dawazai, and to Bajaur. Since 1933 his influence 
has appeared to be waning. 

31. Fazal Rahim (see Rasul Jan, Agha). 

32. Ghaus-ud-Din (W.W. 264). Ahmadzai Ghilzai. Son of the late 
J ehandad Khan, who was implicated in the Ahmadzai Mangal revolt of 1912, and 
executed for insolence in 1914. 

1935, detained in Burma. 

In 1915 was concerned in a conspiracy against Ameer Habibullah with 
Akram Khan and Azam Khan, sons of the late Ayub Khan. Was confined in 
Jubbulpore jail. Given permission to return to Afghanistan by Amanullah. 
His father’s family lands and property were restored to him in November 1920. 
Arrested March 1924, and detained in the Arq whilst there was trouble in Khost, 
but later released and proceeded to Khost, where his handling of the Ahmadzai 
Ghilzais in the Ameer’s favour gained him the title of Mir Afghan. Awarded 
1-| lakhs of rupees for his services. Made overtures to the British Government 
after the flight of Amanullah to Kandahar, January 1929. Lent his support 
to Nadir Khan in the Southern Province and raisecl a lashkar of Ahmadzais. 
His treachery on account of a bribe from Bacha-i-Saqao was the cause of Nadir 
Khan’s defeat in the Logar Valley in April 1929. Again made overtures to the 
British Government for support of his claim to the throne. Fled from Hariob 
to Parachinar at the beginning of October 1929, as the result of the discovery 
by Nadir Khan that he was in communication with Bacha-i-Saqao. In Delhi 
under surveillance January 1930, from whence he was removed to Jubbulpore. 
Deported to Burma in May 1930. 

A deceitful, treacherous and untrustworthy man, who is always intriguing 
for his own ends. 

33. Ghxdam Ahmad Khan (W.W. 292). Barakzai. Son of the late 
Shahghassi Ali Ahmad Jan and grandson of the late Luinab Khushdil Khan. 

1935. assistant manager of the new Petrol Company. Assistant Minister 
oi Court 
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Was an A.D.C. to his father in 1924. Left Kabul in March 1929 and 
returned on the accession of Nadir Shah. His step-mother, Suraj-ul-Banat, is a 
sister of Amanullah Khan. 

34. Ghularn Faruq Khan (W.W. 273). Muhammadzai. Son of the late 
Sirdar Muhammad Usman Khan. A relative of Zahir Shah. 

1935, Naib-ul-Hakumah (Governor), Herat. 

Was arrested with his father by Amanullah Khan in September 1928, 
released in October 1928. Arrived in Peshawai’ by air in February 1929. 
Returned to Afghanistan with Hashim Khan (L.P. 57), March 1929. Later was 
employed on propaganda work in Mohmand country. December 1929, was 
appointed Under-Secretary in the Ministry of the Interior. Appointed Governor 
of the Eastern Province in December 1930. November 1932, transferred as 
officiating Naib-ul-Hakumah (Governor), Kandahar. 1935, transferred to Herat. 

Is married to a daughter of Ghularn Muhammad (L P. 39). 

35. Ghularn Haidar (W.W. 275). Mirza Wardaki. 

1935, Customs Officer (Mudir-i-Cumrak), Herat. 

Was Afghan Postmaster in Peshawar from 1903-19. His office was one of 
the centres of espionage in India. Received greater financial powers for secret 
service work on his return from Kabul in 1916, and the oi'der of Shujaat (Bravery) 
and the rank of colonel. His pay was raised to 12,000 Kabuli rupees per annum. 
Held lucrative post of Afghan Forwarding Agent in Peshawar, but was relieved 
in 1916. Arrested in May 1919 for violent anti-British intrigue and interned in 
Burma. Released and returned to Afghanistan on the conclusion of peace. Left 
Kabul on the 29th September, 1920, to act as Afghan Envoy in Bokhara. In 
November 1920 was reported to be head clerk to Special Mission to Russia. 
Returned to Kabul, July 1921. Appointed Under-Secretary in charge, Russia 
and Turkestan Branch at the Foreign Office in 1923. Appointed Collector of 
Customs, Kandahar, January 1924. Under-Secretary in the Ministry of 
Revenue, June 1929. Appointed chairman of the Trades Disputes Court 1930. 
Relieved of this appointment in April 1932 and appointed Customs Officer 
(Mudir-i-Guinrak), Kabul. 1935, Customs Officer (Mudir-i-Gumrak), Herat. 
Brother of Mirza Ghularn Muhammad (W.W. 288). Married a sister of Abdul 
Karim Khan (W.W. 52). 

36. Ghularn Muhammad (W.W. 289). Firqa Mishar (Major-General). 
Son of the late Sipah Salar (Commander-in-chief) Amir Muhammad Khan and 
cousin of Ulya Jan, mother of Inayatullah. Born 1886. 

1935, on reserve list in Kabul. 

Appointed Governor of Tagao in 1905. Dismissed 1906. Commanded a 
Gliund (Brigade) in Kabul 1917. Promoted Brigadier, March 1919. Member 
of the Afghan Peace Delegation, June 1919, and said to have been the most openly 
hostile of the delegates. Appointed Afghan Envoy at Andijan, December 1919. 
Returned to Kabul with Ferghana Mission, March 1920. Left Kabul for 
Mazar-i-Sharif, April 1920. Summoned to Kabul by the Ameer, December 1921. 
Reported to have been sent to Bamian as Hakim, which appointment he still held 
in 1925. Imprisoned for one year for corruption. Raised a force in Tagao, 
December 1928, to help Bacha-i-Saqao against Amanullah, in the hope that 
Inayatullah would obtain the throne. Promoted Firqa Mishar, April 1930 In 
1935 was involved in an embezzlement case and transferred to Reserve List. 

37. Ghularn Siddiq Khan (W.W. 309). Sardar-i-Ala. Of Charkh, 
Yusufzai. Son of late Sipah Salar (Commander-in-chief) Ghularn Haidar 
Charkhi. Born 1894. 

1935. living in Berlin. 

Assistant to Gul Muhammed Khan, Afghan Envoy in India, October 1919. 
Passed up Khyber, June 1920. Refused admission to India, when returning, on 
account of his intrigues with Indian seditionists. Appointed assistant president 
of the Muhajarin Committee, Kabul, August 1920. Second counsellor to the 
Afghan Mission which visited Europe under Wali Muhammad Khan in 1920. 
Was with the Afghan peace delegates at Mussoorie in 1920. Appointed Afghan 
Minister at Berlin 1922. Relieved April 1926. Appointed first personal 
secretary to the King and Minister of Court, January 1927. Appointed to 
officiate as Foreign Minister during Mahmud Tarzi’s (W.W. 416) absence to 
Europe, January 1927. With King Amanullah in Europe 1928. Appointed 
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Foreign Minister, November 1928. Sent to Jalalabad to bargain with the rebels, 
December 1928. Fled with Amanullah to Kandahar, January 1929, and in 
March was despatched to Russia on a special mission. Assumed the duties of 
Afghan Minister at Moscow, April 1929. Living mostly in Berlin 1930, returned 
to Kabul, March 1931. May 1931, appointed Minister at Berlin. November 
1932, dismissed from the appointment of Minister, Berlin. Is reported to have 
married the Bibi Khurd, sister-in-law of the ex-King. 

A close personal friend of ex-King Amanullah’s. A vain man, avaricious 
and corrupt. Has the reputation of being anti-British, but in May 1931 called 
on the British Legation, Kabul, professing friendliness. Is likely to be bitterly 
hostile to the present regime. 

Relations (brothers): Abdul Aziz Khan (WAV. 13), late Ghulam Jilani 
(W.W. 282), and the late Ghulam Nabi Khan (W.W. 298). 

38. Ghulam Yahya Khan (W.W. 311). Order of Astor. Muhammadzai. 
Nephew of the late Mahmud Beg Tarzi (W.W. 416). Born 1898. 

1935, Minister of Health. 

Appointed Under-Secretary, Visa and Passport Branch of the Foreign Office. 
June 1926. Formerly Secretary of the Afghan Legation, Berlin. Transferred 
to charge of Persia and Turkey section of Foreign Office, November 1926. With 
King Amanullah in Europe 1928. Was roughly handled by Bacha-i-Saqao’s 
men, but was still at the Foreign Office in January 1929. Appointed Under¬ 
secretary, Foreign Office, by Nadir Shah, October 1929. Proceeded to Chakansur 
in connexion with the Ilelmund water dispute with Persia, November 1931. 

A pleasant, well-mannered man, but of no outstanding ability. Has been 
reported to be pro-Amanullah. 

39. Gul Agha (see Siddiq A glia Muhammad). 

40. Hdblbullah Tarzi (W.W. 325). Son of Muhammad Zaman and nepheiv 
of the late Mahmud Tarzi. 

1935, Minister in Tokyo. 

In 1923 was a junior Under-Secretary in the Indo-European branch of the 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs. Was secretary to the late Mahmud Tarzi when 
the latter was Minister at Paris. Returned to Kabul and was appointed Under¬ 
secretary of the Indo-European branch of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
Appointed Minister in Paris, November 1928. Relieved December 1929 and 
returned to Kabul. In May 1931 appointed third secretary in the Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs. Was chief Afghan delegate on the Dokalim Boundary Commis¬ 
sion, June 1932. Chief Afghan delegate on the Perso-Afghan Boundary and 
Ilelmund Water Commission October 1932. Appointed Minister at Tokyo in 
July 1933, and presented his credentials in October 1933. 

Speaks English fluently. A pleasant, well-mannered man. 

41. Hazrat of Shor Bazaar (see Fazal-i-Umar). 

42. Ibrahim Beg (W.W. 359). Laqai. Basmachi leader. 

1935, believed to be in prison in Soviet territory. 

Escaped from Ferghana to Afghan Turkestan, July 1926, and came to 
Kabul. At Kabul he was entertained as an Afghan State guest for three days, 
after which he resided with the ex-Amir of Bokhara. Was presented with 
2,000 rupees by the Afghan Government in August 1926. Assisted 
Bacha-i-Saqao in the early part of 1929 by the organisation of Basmachi bands 
for operations in the Northern Provinces. Took a prominent part in the attacks 
on Ghulam Nabi at Mazar-i-Sharif, May 1929. Reported to have been appointed 
Deputy Governor of Mazar-i-Sharif, August 1929. In 1930, after repeated 
representations by the Soviet, the Afghan Government took steps to prevent 
Ibrahim Beg from raiding across the border, with consequence that he started 
raiding in Afghanistan as well. In August he was reported to be on the point 
of surrendering, but, fearing a fate similar to Bacha-i-Saqao’s, eventually refused 
to come in and renewed his activities. Ho besieged Khanabad in October, but 
was eventually driven off. In November he was reported to have been defeated 
and to have fled to Urta Tagai, but at the end of December he was again reported 
to be in the field. W~as forced to cross into Soviet territory in April 1931 by 
Afghan military forces under Shah Mahmud (W.W. 414), and was eventually 
captured by Soviet troops in June. 



43. Inayatullah Khan (W.W. 366). Sardar-i-Ala. Sardar, Muhammadzai. 
Eldest son of Ameer Habibullah Khan by the Ulya Jan (Tagawi). Born the 
20th October, 1888. 

1935, living in Tehran. 

Visited India, December 1904. Held appointment of Muin-i-Sultanat 
(Helper of the State) under Ameer Habibullah Khan. Said to be in favour of 
reforms and modern movements, and to be under no illusion as to the backward 
state of Afghanistan and the inefficiency of the army. Appointed Minister of 
Education 1916. In 1915-16 he and Sardar Nasrullah were on friendly terms 
with the German party in Kabul, and he was at that time believed to be in favour 
of Afghan intervention in the war. Married a daughter of the late Mahmud 
Tarzi. Was the recognised heir to the throne up to the time of Ameer 
Habibullah’s death. Reports of the period were to the effect that he was pro- 
British, distinctly progressive and popular with the army, and likely to make a 
good Ameer should he ever succeed to the throne. After the murder of 
Habibullah, Sardar Nasrullah went through the form of offering him the throne. 
He, however, refused it, probably knowing that a decision had already been made 
in Nasrullah’s favour and that there was no other course open to him. When 
Nasrullah was compelled to yield his claim in favour of Amanullah, Inayatullah 
was forced to accompany the latter to Kabul, where he was kept under strict 
surveillance. At the durbar at which those accused of the murder of Habibullah 
were tried, Amanullah decreed that Inayatullah had forfeited his claim to the 
throne by his acquiescence in Nasrullah’s usurpation and by his failure to take 
steps to discover the authors of the crime. Was told that it was advisable that 
he should retire into private life. Although occasionally seen in public, he 
undertook no Government work, and in October 1919 was reported to have been 
arrested by the Ameer and practically confined to his house. Attended a durbar 
in 1920, but was apparently again confined to his house. There was an abortive 
rising by the Safi Regiment—originally raised by Inayatullah in Tagao—in 
June 1920. Practically in confinement in his own house until July 1922, when 
he was allowed a certain measure of freedom, which increased until he moved 
about without any restriction. When Bacha-i-Saqao attacked Kabul in 
December 1928, he was summoned by Amanullah and confined in the Arq. Forced 
to accept the throne on the abdication of Amanullah, the 14th January, 1929, but, 
on being besieged in the Arq by Bacha-i-Saqao a few days later, negotiated its 
surrender on condition that he and his family were sent away by aeroplane to 
Kandahar via Peshawar. The Arq was accordingly surrendered on the 
18th January, and he left for Peshawar the same day. Proceeded to Kandahar. 
Went to India with Amanullah, May 1929. Proceeded to Tehran, Persia, May 
1929. Visited England in 1931 and also Amanullah in Rome. Returned to 
Tehran via Constantinople. 

Lacks intellect, initiative and energy, but combines dignity with pleasant 
manners, and has shown himself honourable and straightforward. 

44. Mahmvd Jan (W.W. 415). Sardar-i-Ala. Barakzai. Son of Shah 
Muhammad Khan. Born 1885. 

1935, in Kabul. 

Officiated as Minister of Public Security in 1922, and as Governor of Kabul 
1925. Was in charge of Public Works and Secret Service, also of the Frontier 
Tribes Department. Said to have made a lot of money out of public works. 
Captured, December 1928, by rebels near Jalalabad, where he had been sent to 
restore order. Arrested in January 1930 on charges of embezzlement, believed 
to have been concerned in the rising in Koh-i-Daman, July 1930. Released 
January 1931, but again arrested in November 1932 in connexion with the Ghulam 
Nabi plot. Released November 1933, but kept under surveillance. 

A personal friend of Amanullah Khan. A stout, pleasant gentleman, 
friendly to foreigners. Speaks Pushtu. 

45. Mohenclra Partap Sincjh (alias Raja) (W.W. 437). 

1935, in the Far East. 

Sriman Kunwar. an eccentric taluqclar of Oudh Brother of the Maharani 
of Jhind. Founder of the Prem Vidalaya (Free Industrial and National Arts 
College) of Brindaban. Went to England at the end of 1914 and to Berlin in 
the autumn of 1915, where he posed as an Indian prince. Had an interview 
with the Kaiser and accompanied the German Mission to Kabul 1916. At 
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Mazar-i-Sharif 1917. Left Mazar-i-Sharif with a party of Afghans and 
proceeded to Tashkent 1918. In March 1918 was in Berlin, and later went to 
Petrograd, where he received a warm welcome from Trotsky and Joffe. No 
reliable news in early 1919 as to his whereabouts, but supposed to have gone to 
Tashkent via Bokhara. Came to Kabul with the Suritz Mission, December 1919. 
Left Kabul and arrived Wakhan en route to China, June 1920. Sent a letter to 
the Governor of Tashkurghan to the effect that he had been appointed Afghan 
Envoy to China by the Ameer. Soon returned, as passage to China was refused 
by the Chinese authorities. Was in the Pamirs, September 1920. Toured in 
China and Japan and returned to Kabul in the autumn of 1923. Left Kabul, 
September 1924, and visited California and China, attempted to enter Tibet, then 
went to Japan, whence he was deported. Returned to Afghanistan, October 1926. 
His reception was remarkably frigid, owing to Amanullah’s displeasure at 
Mohendra having described himself as Afghan representative at a pan-Islamic 
conference held in Japan, photographs describing him as such and showing his 
unceremonious arrest and deportation having been published in English 
illustrated papers. Left Kabul for the north, the 31st January, 1927, and 
arrived Moscow, February 1927. Returned to China, but back in Moscow, 
November 1928, preparing to hold a pan-Islamic conference in Kabul. Owing to 
outbreak of rebellion was prevented from leaving Tashkent, and believed to have 
gone to Tehran instead and then returned Moscow. Came to Kabul from 
Tashkent by air, December 1929, without visa or permission of the Afghan 
Government. Left Kabul for Termez, April 1930. In Italy 1930, where he 
interviewed Amanullah. Left Italy in May 1930 for United States of America. 
Was in China in 1931. 

46. Muhammad Afzal Khan , Malik (W.W. 138a). Sangu Khel Shinwari. 
Born about 1885. 

During the Khost rebellion 1924-25 assisted Amanullah with a party of 
Shinwaris. One of the leaders of the revolt in the Eastern Province against 
Amanullah in November 1928. Turned pro-Nadir, and during the Shinwari 
disturbance of February 1930 assisted Government, and took an active part in 
the final settlement and collection of arms. In May 1930 is said to have 
requested permission—which was refused—to raise a lashkar to assist the Haji 
of Turangzai in his attack on British territory. Suspected of intrigue with 
Russians, March 1932. 

47. Muhammad Agha Sami (W.W. 555). Mohmand by birth, but family 
settled in Ghazni for some generations. 

1935, believed to be in Tehran. 

Was Mehmandar (entertainment officer) to the British Mission in 1921. 
Appointed Commandant of Police, Kabul, 1922, but was dismissed in 1923, partly 
owing to escape of Daud Shah and Ardali from prison, and partly due to reports 
of his complicity in a murder case. Appointed political officer during the 
Mangal rebellion, and sent to the front, where his services earned the appreciation 
of the Ameer. Appointed Mehmandar to vakils (representatives) of Eastern 
Province during the Ameer’s visit of 1926. Reappointed Commandant of Police, 
Kabul, August 1926. In 1926 was said to be pleasant and efficient. Was a 
trusted personal informer to the Ameer. Controlled a mob with great skill 
during the fire which gutted the British Legation at Kabul, December 1926. 
Officiating Governor of Kabul, November 1928. Fled with Amanullah to India, 
May 1929. Later returned to Kabul. Said to bo doing propaganda in favour of 
Amanullah’s return, and was arrested in July 1930. Released, January 1931, 
and proceeded on Haj. Arrived in Tehran in December 1931. 

Relations (brother): Yakub Khan (W.W. 675). 

48. Muhammad Akbar Khan (W.W. 161a). Uncle of King Zahir Shah. 

1935, Minister at Rome. 

In 1930 was appointed Minister of Health. Was surgeon-general to the late 
King Nadir Shah. In 1915 was appointed Minister at Rome. 

49. Muhammad Alam Khan (W.W. 164). Mulki Ghund Mishar (Civil 
Brigadier). Alisherzai Shinwari. He is looked upon as the head of the 
Shinwaris. 

1935, living at his home in Eastern Province. 
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In 1904 he was deprived of employment for beginning to raise three 
regiments of Shinwaris without orders. In March 1919 Amanullah issued orders 
for his arrest, which he contrived to evade, for his support of Sardar Nasrullah 
Khan. In June 1921 was granted an annual allowance of 3,000 rupees. Was 
chief instigator of Shinwari opposition to Hasht Nafri (conscription of one in 
eight). Was a great friend of the Sultan Muhammad Khel family, of which 
King Nadir Shah was the head. A leader of the Shinwari rebellion, November 

1928. Was one of a delegation sent by Bacha-i-Saqao to Nadir Shah in April 

1929. Appointed Governor, Eastern Province, May 1929. Ordered to raise the 
Shinwaris against Hashim Khan, June 1929, but met with little success. Fled 
to Landi Kotal, December 1929, but returned to the Eastern Province early in 

1930. and in April 1930 was said to be working on behalf of King Nadir Shah. 
Was suspected of being in the pay of the Russians. 

50. Muhammad Amin Khan (W.W. 185). Born 1897. 

1935, in jail. 

Was secretary at Afghan Legation, Berlin, to November 1926. Appointed 
an Under-Secretary at the Foreign Office at end of 1926. Accompanied 
King Amanullah to Europe in 1927. Appointed Minister at Berlin, August 

1928. Relieved in December 1929. Was arrested in November 1932. 

Speaks English and German. His mother is a sister of the late Muhammad 
Wali (W.W. 666). 

51. Muhammad Aminullah Jan (or Amin Khan) (W.W. 186). Sardar. 
Muhammadzai. Born October 1885. A son of Ameer Abdurrahman. 

1935, living in Tehran. 

Was at one time in charge of the Shaha (Muhammadan Law) Department, 
and also of the magazine. In 1917 was Director of Military Stores. Was 
appointed A.D.C. to the King in 1926, and refused permission to leave 
Afghanistan and reside in India. Was arrested by Bacha-i-Saqao in January 

1929. Left Quetta for Lahore, November 1929. Was living in Tehran in 1930, 
where he was in straitened circumstances. 

Has one son, born about 1903, and one daughter, said to have married the 
late Abdul Qudus. Is said to be very eccentric. 

His mother was a slave girl belonging to the late Bibi Haliina, who was 
said to have adopted him before her own son was born. 

52. Muhammad Ayub Khan (W.W. 211). Sardar-i-Ala. and Order of 
Astor. Kizilbash 

1935, unemployed in Kabul. 

April 1924 was appointed assistant to Finance Minister. Acted as Vakil in 
Commerce Ministry. In September 1928 was appointed Finance Minister, but 
relieved in October 1928. In November 1929 was appointed Minister of Finance 
by Nadir Shah. September 1933 dismissed from his appointment 
Is said to be very rich, but not of outstanding ability. 

53. Muhammad Dand Khan (W.W. 239a). Son of the late Muhammad 
Aziz Khan (W.W. 216). Born 1908. 

1935, Governor and General Officer Commanding, Kandahar. 

Educated at the Amania College, Kabul. Spent nine years in France and 
returned to Kabul in October 1930. 1931, attended a year’s course with the 

Infantry Officers’ School, where he worked hard. November 1932, promoted 
Firqa Misliar (Major-General), and appointed General Officer Commanding, 
Eastern Province. In February 1934 assumed appointment of Governor in 
addition to his duties as General Officer Commanding. In September married 
a sister of King Zahir Shah. In 1935 was transferred to Kandahar as Naib-ul- 
Hukumah (Governor) and General Officer Commanding. A son was born in 1935. 
Came to Kabul in November 1935. 

Speaks excellent French. Is keen on games. Very well-mannered and 
friendly. 

54. Muhammad Ghaus Khan (W.W. 262). Sardar-i-Ala. Naib Salar 
(General). Popalzai. 

1935, Commanding 1st Qaul-i-Urdu (Army Corps), Kabul. 
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During Habibullah’s reign was Katib-i-Toli (Company Clerk) in the Shahi 
Risala (Household Cavalry). Whilst in Kandahar was charged with embezzle¬ 
ment, but released through good offices of Nadir Khan. Was of Nadir Khan’s 
party when Ameer Habibullah was assassinated in 1919, and was promoted 
Kandak Mishar (Lieutenant-Colonel). Commanded 2nd Cavalry Brigade at 
Kabul 1921. Left Kabul for Herat to take over command of Herat Division, 
October 1927. Assumed Governorship of Herat on behalf of Amanullah, March 
1929. Relieved by Shuja-ud-Daulah (W.W. 612), the 28th March, 1929. Left 
Herat with a force to oppose Abdur Rahim (W.W. 89), April 1929. Defeated 
and fled to Kushk. Proceeded to join Ghulam Nabi in Mazar-i-Sharif. 
May 1929. Returned to Kabul the 15th December, 1929. Appointed 
Commandant Shahi Risala (Household Cavalry), the 11th July, 1930. Com¬ 
manding troops in Koh-i-Daman, July and August 1930. Promoted Naib Salar 
(General), August 1930, and given command of the 2nd Qaul-i-Urdu (Army 
Corps). Proceeded to Kataghan and Badakhshan, October 1930. Returned to 
Kabul in August 1931, and appointed to command the 1st Qaul-i-Urdu (Army 
Corps), Kabul. Has had no special military training, but has considerable war 
experience. Said to be loyal, popular, keen and determined, and a capable 
commander. 

55. Muhammad. Gnl Khan (W.W. 315a). Naib Salar (General), Baezai 
Mohmand. Alma r-i-Ala. 

1935, Rais-i-Tanzimieh (Supreme Civil and Military Governor) of the 
Provinces of Maimana, Mazar and Kataghan and Badakhshan. 

Received military training in Turkey. In 1928 was commanding the forces 
in Jalalabad. Advanced against Kabul in 1929, but was defeated in the hills to 
the south of Butkhak. Later joined Nadir Shah at Ali Khel, via the Kurram. 
Appointed Rais-i-Tanzimieh of the Eastern Province, October 1929. Appointed 
Rais-i-Tanzimieh, Koh-i-Daman, July 1930. Was appointed Minister of the 
Interior in April 1930, but did not take up the appointment until October 1930. 
Appointed Rais-i-Tanzimieh, Kandahar, in February 1931, and left Kabul for 
Kandahar, via India, on the 7th February. In November 1932 appointed 
Rais-i-Tanzimieh of the Provinces of Maimana, Mazar and Kataghan and 
Badakhshan, and left for Mazar m 1933. Visited Kabul in 1935. 

A quiet, well-mannered man, but ruthless. Looked upon as one of the most 
capable officials in Afghanistan. Speaks Pushtu, Urdu, Persian, Russian and 
Turkish. Was very loyal to the late Nadir Shah. 

56. Muhammad Uashim Khan (W.W. 337). Naib Salar (General). 
Muhammadzai, son of Sardar Yusuf Khan and brother of the late King Nadir 
Slmh. Born 1886. 

1935, Prime Minister. 

Commanded the Sar-i-Os (a bodyguard composed of the sons of leading men) 
at Kabul, and accompanied Ameer Habibullah to India in 1907. Appointed 
Naib Salar (General) of Herat, and left Kabul in 1916. Keen on instituting 
reforms, but checked in this direction by the threat of mutiny on the part of the 
troops. Arrested and sent to Kabul after the murder of Habibullah, but 
subsequently released. Went on tour, July 1921, and engaged in intrigue with 
Afridis and Mohmands, presumably as a means of influencing the treaty 
negotiations of 1921 in favour of Afghanistan. Went to Kabul from Jalalabad, 
the 10th November, 1921. Officiated as Minister of War at Kabul, January 1922, 
vice Nadir Khan, who proceeded on tour. Proceeded to Europe with his father 
1923. Appointed Minister, Moscow, March 1924, where he was unpopular owing 
to his constant suspicions of Soviet policy. Opposed military training of Afghans 
in Russia, and on his views being disclosed by the Afghan Government to the 
Soviet authorities, resigned and joined his brother, Nadir Khan, at Grasse, July 
1926. Offered the position of Minister at Tehran, October 1926, which he 
declined, refusing to work for Amanullah’s Government again. Nur-us-Siraj, 
sister of Amanullah Khan, to whom he wished to be married, was betrothed to 
Amanullah’s cousin, Muhammad Hassan dan, October 1926. This was looked 
upon as an insult by Hashiin Khan and his brothers. At Grasse, December 1928. 
Was granted a diplomatic visa for India in transit to Afghanistan. January 
1929, and left Marseilles with Nadir Khan and Shah Wali on the 8th February, 
1929. Proceeded to Eastern Province, March 1929, to secure support for Nadir 
Khan, but. without much success. Was defeated by Bacha-i-Saqao, and arrived 




Parachinar, September 1929. Proceeded to Quetta, where he arrived the 
1st October, 1929. Was kept under surveillance there until the 27th October, 
when he was permitted to proceed to Kandahar. Left Kandahar for Kabul on 
his appointment as Minister of the Interior and Prime Minister, November 1929. 
So far as can be judged, genuinely dislikes the Russians, and is alarmed by the 
possibility of the spread of Bolshevik propaganda in Afghanistan. A quiet, 
dignified man, with charming manners, and a keen sense of humour. Is quick¬ 
tempered, outspoken and, when aroused, ruthless. Trusts very few of his fellow- 
countrymen, and tries to do too much himself. Makes up his mind quickly, and 
has more of the “Abdurrahman” touch than any other of the ruling family. 
Very friendly to all members of the British Legation. 

57. Muhammad Hassan Jan (W.W. 342). Sardar-i Ala, Muhammadzai, 
son of Sardar Muhammad Umar Khan. Born 1902. 

1935, in Italy with ex-King Amanullah. 

A.D.C. to the King 1926. Betrothed to Nur-us-Siraj, Amanullah Khan’s 
sister, October 1926. With King Amanullah in Lurope as Chamberlain, 1928 
Fled with Amanullah to India, May 1929, and thence to Italy. Was well known 
to the British Legation at Kabul. 

58. Muhammad Ihs in Khan (W W 369). Ghund Mishar (Brigadier). 
Related to the late Bacha-i-Saqao. 

1935, Commandant of the Afghan Air Force. 

Received three years’ aeronautical training in Italy. 

Appointed to command Afghan Air Force 1924. Visited Western Command 
manoeuvres, and carried out a tour in India at the invitation of his Excellency 
the Commander-in-chicf, November 1926. Was helpful to the Royal Air Force 
officers who landed at Sherpur in December 1928. Dismissed from his post by 
Bacha-i-Saqao, January 1929, but reappointed by Nadir Shah on his accession 
to the throne. 

Is very fat. Takes his profession seriously. Has a pilot’s certificate, but 
seldom flies. Speaks Italian and a little French. 

59. Muhammad Khm, Miizt (W.W. 450). Uzbcg. 

1935. Minister of Trade and Revenue. 

Sent to Merv on a special mission, October 1919. Still in Merv, June 1920. 
Later, stated to have been in Tashkent with Muhammad Wali, Abdul Razaq and 
other Afghans. Left for Moscow, July 1920. Afghan Minister at Moscow 1921 
until relieved by the late Ghulam Nabi Khan. On return from Russia was for a 
short time Under-Secretary in the Ministry of Commerce. In 1924 was sent to 
Europe to negotiate the sale of certain crown jewels. Appointed 1st Under¬ 
secretary in the Foreign Office on his return from Europe. Chief Afghan 
member of the Urta Tagai Boundary Commission, and proceeded to Badakhshan, 
January 1926, returning June 1926. Minister at Moscow, October 1926, having 
first refused appointment of Minister at Rome. As Minister at Moscow he 
preserved a broad outlook and was not noticeably pro-Soviet. Under-Secretary 
of Foreign Office, November 1928. Still at Foreign Office under Bacha-i-Saqao, 
January 1929. Confirmed in office by Nadir Shah, October 1929. Appointed 
Minister of Trade, September 1930. A man of no great standing or marked 
ability. Is said to enjoy the confidence of the Prime Minister, but to be on bad 
terms'with the War Minister. Since he has been in office the customs revenue of 
the country has increased considerably. Was one of the prime movers in the 
formation of the Ashami Company. Ts believed to be a heavy bribe-taker. His 
sister, who was a widow of the late Ameer Habibullah, was given in marriage to 
Abdul Qadir, Baeha-i-Saqao’s Governor of Kandahar. Is inclined to be anti- 
British. 

60. Muhammad Naim Kh.n (W.W. 464a). Son of the late Muhammad 
Aziz Khan (W.W. 216). Born 1911. 

1935, First Secretary, Ministry for Foreign Affairs. 

Visited India in November 1929 with Asadullah Khan (W.W. 199) 
Appointed Under-Secretary, Foreign Office, October 1930. December 1932, 
appointed Minister, Rome. May 1934 returned to Kabul. In July appointed 
secretary in the Ministry for Foreign Affairs. In September married a sister 
of King Zahir Shah. Appointed Acting Foreign Minister in December 1935. 

Speaks French. Is well-mannered and friendly. 
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61. Muhammad Q,azim Khan (W.W. 506). Muhammadzai. Nephew of 
Abdul Aziz (W.W. 12). Born about 1892. 

1933, officiating Hakim-i-Ala (Governor), Eastern Province. 

Was a secretary in the Afghan Legation, Rome, in 1926, and has also served 
in a similar capacity in the Afghan Embassy, Tehran. 1932, mudir (assistant) 
in the Prime Minister’s office. November 1932, appointed officiating Hakim-i-Ala 
(Governor), Eastern Province. February 1931, appointed Minister in Rome 1935, 
recalled from Rome and appointed Governor of the Eastern Province. Is said 
to be an efficient and capable man, but lacks presence and personality. 

62. Muhammad Sarwar Khan (W.W. 560). Sardar-i-Ala. Barakzai. Naib 
Salar (General) son of Muhammad Siddiq Khan. 

1935, member of the Council of Nobles. 

Formerly a Ghulam Bacha (page). Promoted brigadier in 1906 for his 
success in the manufacture of guns, and appointed Superintendent of the Kabul 
Arsenal. Promoted major-general in 1913. Appointed Naib Salar (General) 
by Ameer Amanullah Khan m March 1919, and in the same month left Kabul for 
Mazar-i-Sharif to take up the appointment of Governor of Turkestan. Relieved 
of his appointment and proceeded to Kabul, January 1922, where he officiated as 
Minister of the Interior. Governor of Kandahar in 1923, but the real power in 
the province was wielded by the Minister of the Interior, who originally officiated 
as Governor of Kandahar, and remained there on relief to deal with the disorders 
that were rife during 1923. Described by King Amanullah during visit of 
inspection to Kandahar in November 1925 as “ honest and respectable,” but 
“ slow and negligent.” Summoned to Kabul, June 1926, and was well received 
by the King. Appointed Governor of Kataghan and Badakhshan, April 1928, 
but did not take up appointment. In Kandahar 1929. Appointed Governor of 
Kabul, February 1930. Relieved of his appointment and proceeded on Uaj. 
Returned to Kabul. Appointed a member of the House of Nobles, December 1931. 

Courteous and friendly, but Amanullah’s description fits him. 

63. Muhammad Umir Khan (W.W. 652). Firqa Mishar (Major-General). 
Tajik. Born 1898. 

1935, in Europe. 

Appointed Chief of Staff 1924. Visited Delhi manoeuvres, December 1924, 
at invitation of the Commander-in-chief in India. Appointed head of Afghan 
Military Mission to Russia to select artillery for the Afghan army and study 
Soviet military methods, October 1926. Left Kabul by air for Tcrmez, en route 
to Moscow, the 3rd November, 1926. Visited Russia and Italy 1928. Was a 
military attache in Berlin. Appointed Chief of Afghan General Staff early in 
1930. 1932, proceeded to Europe to attend the Disarmament Conference. Geneva. 
January 1934 returned to Kabul and reassumed duties as Chief of Staff. In May 
again left for Geneva to attend Disarmament Conference. 

Speaks English, Russian and German. Appears to be a capable and efficient 
officer. Is said to be pro-Russian 

64. Muhammad Umar Khan (W.W. 658). Muhammadzai. Son of 
Muhammad Rafiq. 

1935, Wali (Governor) of Kabul. 

Was born in India, and was at one time a Naib-Tchsildar in the Punjab. 
Returned to Kabul in June 1916. Was appointed Hakim (Governor) of Charikar 
in 1926. In March 1932 appointed officiating Wali (Governor) of Kabul. Prior 
to his appointment as officiating Wali (Governor) of Kabul, was Mudir-i-Gumruk 
(Assistant in charge of Customs), Kabul. 

Is not particularly able or strong. Has pro-British views. 

Is married to a sister of Ali Shall Khan (W.W. 180). 

65. Muhammad Yunus Khan (W.W. 685). Comes from Jalalabad and is 
of Patlian stock. 

1934, believed to be living in United States of America. 

Secretary of Afghan Legation, London, from 1922. Always showed himself 
helpful and well disposed and was profuse with pro-British sentiments, which 
were probably sincere. Charge d’Affaires from February 1929 to January 1930. 
Energetically opposed Shuja-ud-Daulall's attempts to dispose of Legation 
property, July-September 1929. Left London for United States of America on 
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Shah Wali’s arrival as Minister in January 1930, owing to disappointment of 
non-recognition of his work and refusal of Shah Wali to appoint him counsellor. 

Reported to be in touch with Ghadr party in San Francisco. 

66. Muhammad Zakir Shah (W.W. 688a). Only surviving son of the late 
King Nadir Shah. Born 1914. 

Proclaimed King on the 8th November, 1933, following the assassination 
of his father. 

Accompanied his father to France in 1924 and was educated in that country 
Returned to Afghanistan in October 1930. 1931, attended a year’s course with 
the Infantry Officers’ School. 1932, appointed Assistant War Minister. In 
September 1933 officiated as Education Minister in addition to his other duties. 

Is a pleasant, well-mannered young man. Keen on tennis and shooting. 
November 1931 married a daughter of Annul Shah Khan (W.W. 149). Son 
born in 1933 and a daughter in 1932. Second son born in 1934. 

67. Naqib of Bagdad (see Saiyid Hasan). 

68. Nasrallah Khan (W.W. 469a). Son of Haji Nawab Khan (W.W. 470a) 
Born about 1900. 

1935, secretary in Ministry of Public Works. 

Served as lllaqadar (District Officer) in various districts in Amanullab 
Khan’s reign. Joined Nadir Shah during the rebellion. At the end of 1929 was 
appointed Commandant of Police, Mazar-i-Sharif. Appointed Tfakim-i-Kalan 
(Governor) Ghazni District in December 1930. October 1932, appointed Hakim- 
i-Ala (Governor) of Eastern Province; did not go there, but was transferred in 
same capacity to Southern Province in November 1932. 1933, relieved of his 

appointment as Governor in July, and on return to Kabul was appointed Muin 
(assistant), first in the Home Ministry and then in Ministry of Public Works. 

Appears to be capable and energetic. 

69. Nawab Khan (W.W. 470a). Haji. Khawaja of Kulangar, Logar. 

1935, Yarwar-i-Hazuri (Equerry to the King). 

Was a Hakim (Governor) in Mangal country during the reign of Ameer 
Ilabibullah Khan. Dismissed by Amanullah on account of old age. Joined Shah 
Mahmud (W.W. 414) in Jaji country during the revolution, and then joined 
Nadir Shah, becoming his private secretary. In November 1930 was sent to 
disperse lashkars said to be gathering on the Kurram border. 1931, proceeded on 
Haj as the representative of Nadir Shah. In November 1931, went to Ghazni in 
connexion with the efforts to effect the surrender of Abdur Rahman (W.W. 98a). 
Was chief delegate to the Turi-Jaji Commission, which met on the Kurram border 
in June 1933. December 1934 reported to be annoyed at the dismissal of his 
cousin Abdul Jamil Khan (L.P. 7), q.v. 

Is a well-mannered old man, with little force of character. 

Sons: Firqa Misliar (Major-General) Faiz Muhammad Khan, 

aide-de-camp to the King. Nasrullah Khan (L.P. 69) Muin (secretary) in the 
Ministry of Public Works. 

70. Obeidullah Khan (W.W. 492). Sardar. Mulmmmadzai. Also known 
as Shah Aglia. Son of Ameer Habibullali Khan and younger brother of 
ex-King Amanullah. Born 1915. 

1935, in Europe. 

Fled with Amanullah to India May 1930, and thence to Italy. In December 
1930 in Berlin with the Ulya Hazrat. Carefully looked after by the Ulya Hazrat, 
who employed a German teacher for him. 

71. Qurbam Husain Shah (W.W. 512). Known locally as “ Shahji.” His 
real name is Saiyid Abdullah Shah. Naib Salar (General). Indian. Son of one 
Nadir Shah of Campbellpore District. 

1935, in charge of the State workshops, Kabul. 

Was one of the accused in a note forging case and absconded to Afghanistan. 
Was at one time employed by the Deutsclie-Afghanische Company in Kabul. 
Joined Nadir Shah in the Southern Province in 1929. Was appointed in charge 
of the State workshops in December 1929, and was made an equerry to the King 
in 1930. For a time commanded the troops in the Koh-i-Daman in the 1930 
rebellion. In 1931 started a petrol business, and was one of the main importers; 
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his company closed down in 1933 owing to a petrol monopoly having been 
given to a new petrol company which he joined. Was in touch with the 
Ghadr party in Kabul and also with Soviet Embassy (1932). In November 1932 
went to the Southern Province to assist in suppressing the Dare Khel Zadran 
revolt. Is a clever, capable but untrustworthy man; one of the leading business 
men of Kabul and a friend of the Minister of Defence. 

72. Rahimullah Khan (W.W. 518). Tajik. Son of Ataullah. Born in 
Kabul. 

1935, Minister of Posts and Telegraphs. 

Was at one time head clerk in the Russian section of the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs, and later representative of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs at Mazar-i- 
Sharif. Then transferred to Moscow as secretary at tne Afghan Legation there 
and later to Berlin in the same capacity. In December 1930 was appointed 
assistant in charge of the Visa Branch of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs. 
Relieved July 1931. In July 1932 was transferred to the Home Ministry as 
assistant in charge of Posts and Telegraphs. In 1933 this post was made an 
independent one and in 1934 raised to a Ministry. 

73. Rnhmutullah Jan (W.W. 519). Sardar, Muhammndzai. Born 1922. 
Eldest son of ex-King Amanullah. 

1935, with his father in Italy. 

Declared heir apparent 1928. Accompanied Amanullah to India, May 1929, 
and thence to Italy. 

74. Rasul Jan Agha (Fazl Rahim) (tUasum Jan) (W.W. 522). Son of the 
late Shah Agha, Hazrat of Shor Bazaar. 

1935, unemployed in Kandahar and Kabul. 

Was arrested with Siddiq Agha Muhammad by Amanullah in September 
1928, for attempting to stir up trouble in Khost. Released and sent to Tagao to 
detach some of Bacha-i-Saqao’s adherents, December 1928. Was in touch with 
the Bacha during the latter’s attack on Kabul in January 1929, and promised the 
British Legation his protection. Was intermediary between Inayatullah, Bacha- 
i-Saqao and the British Legation for the former’s removal to Tndia by British 
aeroplane. 

Relations (uncles): Fazal-i-Umnr (ITazrat of Shor Bazaar) (W.W. 256), 
Siddiq Agha Muhammad (Gul Agha) (W.W. 613). 

Brother-in-law: Ghulam Faruq (W.W. 273). 

75. Saiyid Hasan , KiTcndi (W.W. 546). Also known as the Naqib Sahib of 
Chaharbagh. Turk, Bagdadi. Pir Naqib of Bagdad. Born about 1862. Owns 
land at Kabul. Receives an allowance of 1,000 rupees per mensem. Used to act 
as intermediary, through his brothers, with the Pan-Islamic League. Was built 
a winter residence at Chaharbagh, near Jalalabad, by Ameer Ilabibullah Khan. 
Is connected by marriage with Mir Saiyid Jan Badshah of Islampur. Was said 
to have publicly deplored the entry of Turkey into the war, and to have implored 
Persia and Afghanistan to maintain neutrality. Has a greater reputation and 
more influence than any other local priest or saint in Afghanistan. Was treated 
with the utmost respect by Ameer Ilabibullah Khan and Sardar Nasrullah Khan. 
Is a man of peace, who takes no part in politics. Protected His Majesty’s consul 
at Jalalabad during the rebellion, 1928. In 1931 and 1932 made efforts to prevent 
Ghilzais raiding into Baluchistan. In 1934 was reported to be intriguing against 
the Government. 

1935, visited Kabul during the summer. 

76. Saiyid Qasim (W.W. 548). Awarded Order of Astor, 1st Class, 
January 1927. 

1935, in Europe unemployed. 

Member of the Afghan Legation in London, 1924. Acted as Chargd 
d’Affaires, 1924. Returned to KaW, May 1925, and appointed Under-Secretary 
in the Foreign Office, February 1926. Appointed consul-general, Delhi, October 
1926. Minister at Rome, November 1928. Returned to India and left for 
Constantinople, June 1929. 

Speaks excellent English, well-educated and friendly. 

Relations: Brother of the late Hasliim Khan, Afghan consul-general at 
Tashkent, who was murdered in November 1930 and of Abdullah Khan, assistant 
in the Ministry for Foreign Affairs. Son-in-law of the late Mahmud Beg Tarzi. 
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77. Sarbiland Khan (W.W. 557a). Naib Salar (General). Ada Khel Jaji 
of Sargal Iiariob. Son of Malik Azad Klian. 

1935, in Kabul. 

In Amanullah’s reign was made a Kumandan (probably colonel), and for 
good work in the Khost rebellion was promoted Brigadier. Assisted Nadir Khan 
in 1929, and for his services was promoted Naib Salar. 1933, was with the 
War Minister in the Southern Province and returned Kabul in August. 

Has only one eye. lias much influence with the Ada Khel Jajis and is looked 
upon as their “Khan.” Has a son, Niaz Mulmmmad Khan, Brigadier. 

78. Shah Mahmud (.Mahmud Jan) (W.W. 414). Almar-i-Ala. Sardar, 
Muhammadzai. Youngest son of the late Sardar Muhammad Yusuf and brother 
of the late Nadir Shah. Born 1894. 

1935, Minister of Defence and Commander-in-chief. 

Appointed Sar Sar-i-Os (Commander of a Royal Bodyguard) 1917. 
Commanded the troops on the Peiwar front 1919. Was in great favour with the 
Ameer for never having suffered a defeat (he was never attacked). Appointed 
Civil and Military Governor of the Southern Province, September 1919. Arrived 
in Kabul from Gardez, December 1920, and in the same month married a step¬ 
sister of the Ameer. Returned to Gardez soon after. Supplied frequent convoys of 
rations, ammunition and money for distribution to the hostile sections of the 
Wana Wazirs and Mahsuds in 1920 and early 1921. Reported to have left Khost 
for Kabul, June 1921, where he arrived October 1921 with his family. General 
Officer Commanding Kataghan and Badakhshnn, 1922-25. Appointed Governor 
of the Eastern Province, April 1926. Interviewed Afridis at Jalalabad, April 
1926. and promised them similar treatment to that given to them by his brother, 
Nadir Khan. Interviewed Afridis at Morgha, July 1926. Visited Kabul to 
discuss Mohmand unrest with the King, November 1926. Was taken ill and 
remained at Kabul until January 1927. Interviewed Mohmands at Jalalabad, 
January 1927. In Kabul, February 1929, and commissioned by Bacha-i-Saqao as 
his emissary to the tribes of the Eastern and Southern Provinces. Joined 
Nadir Khan in Khost, March 1929. Appointed War Minister by Nadir Shah, 
November 1929. Left for Khanabad as Rais-i-Tanzimieh (Supreme Civil and 
Military Administrator) December 1930, with the special purpose of settling the 
disturbance caused by Ibrahim Beg (W.W. 359). Succeeded in driving 
Ibrahim Beg across the frontier in April 1931. Quieted the country sufficiently 
for him to return to Kabul in August 1931. Was to have visited Europe in the 
winter of 1932, and to have had an operation for goitre, but was prevented by the 
disturbances which broke out in the Southern Province where he went in 
October 1932. He returned to Kabul in August 1933. In 1933, on Nadir Shah’s 
murder, displayed great activity in restoring the situation. 

Efficient, and holds similar views to those of his brother, the late 
King Nadir Shah, who at one time used the influence he had over the 
tribes to exert leverage on the Government of India, as to the importance 
to Afghanistan of the frontier tribes. Speaks a little English. Appears to 
possess considerable energy and force of character. Has never been out of 
Afghanistan and is consequently less polished than his brothers, and narrower in 
outlook. Is probably more suited to be a commander of irregular forces than of 
regular troops. Fond of sport and games and friendly to the British 
Legation, Kabul. 

79. Shah Wall Khan (W.W. 585). Sardar, Muhammadzai. Born 1885. 
Son of Sardar Muhammad Yusuf Khan and brother of the late King Nadir Shah. 

1935, Minister at Paris. 

Was Rikab Bashi (Equerry) to Ameer Hnbibullah. Accompanied him to 
India in 1907. After the Ameer’s murder in February 1919, was arrested and 
sent to Kabul, but was acquitted and released. Commanded troops on Kharlachi 
front, July-October 1919. Promoted general for good services on the Tochi 
border. Married a sister of ex-King Amanullah in May 1920. Appointed to 
command 1st Division in Kabul, April 1921. Was on intimate terms with 
ex-King Amanullah, and seemed to be his greatest personal friend. Was one of 
the delegates at the British-Afghan Conference in Kabul, 1921. Commanded 
1st Cavalry Corps, December 1921. Appointed to command the Kabul Corps 
1923. Appointed Yawar Hazuri (Equerry to the King), December 1924. Visited 
India in May 1925, and again in December 1925, when he persuaded Muhammad 
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Umar (W.W. 648) to return to Afghanistan from Hyderabad. Commanded 
troops in Logar during the Mangal rebellion 1924-25, and for his services was 
created “ Taj-i-Afghan.” Left Kabul for Paris, September 1926, accompanying 
Afghan students returning from vacation. Was with his brother, Nadir Khan, 
at Grasse. Left Marseilles with Nadir Khan and Hashim Khan, February 1929, 
and proceeded with Nadir Khan to Khost, March 1929. Captured Kabul the 
13th October, 1929. Appointed Regent, October 1929. Appointed Minister at 
London, November 1929. Reached England the 10th January, 1930. Trans¬ 
ferred to Paris, June 1931. Came to Kabul on leave, September 1932, bringing 
with him the late Ghulam Nabi. Returned to Paris and resumed his appointment 
February 1933. 

Able and quick-witted. A friendly and pleasant man. Very popular in 
Kabul, and consequently reported to be regarded with jealousy by his brother the 
Prime Minister, Muhammad Hashim Khan. His popularity has somewhat 
diminished owing to the execution of Ghulam Nabi. 

80. Sher Agha (see Fazul-i-TJmar). 

81. Sher Ahmad Khan (W.W. 598). Sardar. Muhammadzai. Son of 
Sardar Fateh Muhammad Khan. Born 1885. 

1935, Ambassador at Tehran. 

Acted in the appointment of lshaq-Aghassi Nizami (Military Chamberlain) 
1917. Appointed Hakim of Andkhui 1920. Suspended, and arrived Kabul. 
May 1921. Appointed Afghan Envoy to Italy 1921, and arrived in Peshawar 
on the 10th October en route with a large party of Afghan students, who were 
proceeding to be educated in Europe. Afghan Minister at Rome during 1922, 
and was engaged in negotiations for the purchase of arms. Relieved in autumn 
1922, but remained in Europe, apparently in connexion with the purchase of 
arms, until the summer of 1923, when he returned to Kabul with an expressed 
distaste for his own country. Appointed President of the Shaura (Assembly) 
1924. Leader of the party in favour of peaceful tactics during Urta Tagai crisis, 
January 1926. Cordially detested Mahmud Tarzi. With King Amanullah in 
Europe 1928. Appointed to still-born post of Prime Minister, September 1928, 
and subsequently to be head of the Public Service Bureau. Held Jalalabad for 
Amanullah, November 1928. Was given full powers to settle the Shimvari 
rising, but failed and returned to Kabul, December 1928. Fled with Amanullah 
to India, May 1929. Returned to Kabul later, and was appointed Privy 
Councillor by Nadir Shah, December 1929. Appointed Ambassador at Tehran, 
December 1930. 1935, visited Kabul. 

A man of some ability, but indolent and corrupt. 

82. Shuja-ud-Daulah (W.W. 612). Of Ghorband. Conies of a Trans- 
Oxus family. Born 1896. 

1935, living abroad. 

Was Ghulam Bacha (Page) in 1916, and was employed looking after the 
German Mission in Herat. Appointed Farash Bashi Hazuri (Head Chamberlain 
to the King) to Ameer Habibullah Khan, January 1917. Appointed Kotwal 
of Kabul and Amin-i-Asas (Chief of Police) by Amanullah. Commanded 
the 2nd Division in Kabul, January 1921. One of the delegates at the British- 
Afghan Conference in Kabul 1921. Appointed Minister of Security, and 
appeared to be a man of considerable ability. In close confidence of the Ameer. 
Officiated as Governor of Herat, January 1921. Relieved, and returned to Kabul 
at the end of 1924. Was deputed to maintain order in the Southern Province 
during the Mangal rebellion. Appointed Minister at London, August 1924, 
and arrived in London, April 1925. Carried through many rifle deals, out of 
which he is believed to have made a considerable fortune. Gave trouble by failing 
to settle debts due by the Afghan Legation for rent, &c. Summoned to Kandahar 
by Amanullah, February 1929. Arrived Herat the 28th March, 1929, and 
assumed duties as Governor on behalf of Amanullah. Fled to Meshed on arrival 
of Abdur Rahim (W.W. 89), Bacha-i-Saqao’s nominee, May 1929. Returned to 
London via Tashkent-Moscow, and arrived the 11th July, 1929. Attempted to 
dispose of Afghan Government property, and on this account was asked to leave 
the country. In Berlin, September 1929. In Moscow, November 1929. 

Is believed to be the actual murderer of the late Ameer Habibullah. 

Proved himself on all occasions ill-mannered and anti-British. One of the 
leaders of the pro-Amanullah party in Europe. 
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83. Siddiq Agha Muhammad (Gul Agha) (W.W. 613). Was known as the 
Hazrat Sahib of Shor Bazaar daring the absence of Fazal-i-Umar as a political 
refugee in India. 

1935, Minister in the Hejaz. 

Was arrested with Rasul Jan Agha (W.W. 522) by Amanullah, September 
1928, for trying to stir up trouble in Khost. Later released, and in February 
1929 reported to have accepted Bacha-i-Saqao’s rule. Placed under surveillance, 
June 1929, on account of his intrigue with Sher Agha in the Southern Province. 
Arrested and confined in the Arq, June 1929. Released, and joined Nadir Khun 
on his entry into Kabul, October 1929. Appointed Minister in Egypt, and passed 
through Peshawar cn route , February 1930. In July 1932 visited Kabul on leave 
and returned in September 1932. 

Proceeded on Haj, April 1931, for the purpose of watching Amanullah 
Khan. Is probably pro-Amanulla.h. 

Relations: Half-brother, Fazal-i-Umar (Hazrat of Shor Bazaar). Nephew, 
Rasul Jan Agha (W.W. 522). 

84. Sultan A hmad Khan (W.W. 624). Sardar-i-Ala. Son of Colonel Sher 
Ahmad Khan. 

1935, Ambassador at Angora. 

Head of the Afghan Mission to Angora 1921. The Soviet Envoy in Kabul. 
Raskolnikov, requested his Government early in 1921 to provide Sultan Ahmad 
with 40,000 gold roubles, payment to be adjusted in Kabul. Returned to Kabul, 
April 1926, and was appointed Third Under-Secretary in the Foreign Office. 
Officiated as First Under-Secretary 1926. Appointed Second Under-Secretary, 
June 1926, and First Secretary, October 1926. Appointed Ambassador at 
Tehran, October 1928. Relieved, November 1929, and returned to Kabul. 
Appointed to be in charge of State guests, January 1930. Appointed Ambassador 
at Angora, December 1930. Was on intimate terms with late Ghuiam Nabi when 
latter visited Constantinople in December 1931. 1935, visited Kabul and 

returned to Angora. 

A conceited, dissolute man, but appears to have some ability. Suspected of 
pro-Amanullah tendencies. 

85. Turangzai, Haji of (see Fazal-i- Wahid). 

86. Ulya Hazrat (Sarwar Sultan ) (W.W. 646). Siraj-ul-Khawatin (Her 
Majesty the Sun of the Ladies). Step-sister of Luinab Khushdil Khan, daughter 
of the late Luinab Sherdil Khan, and step-daughter of Ishaq Aghassi (Private 
Secretary) Muhammad Sarwar Khan, chief wife of Ameer Habibullah Khan and 
mother of Amanullah Khan. 

1935, in Europe. 

In 1916 said to be strongly in favour of neutrality. Very strong character 
and dabbled in politics. Said to have refused help to Turco-German Mission 
in 1916. In 1917-18 had numerous quarrels with Ameer Habibullah owing to 
her interference in political matters, and was said to have been eventually 
expelled from the Arq. After murder of Habibullah left for Kabul to negotiate 
with her son Amanullah (February 1919). Is believed by many to have been, 
with Amanullah. the organiser of the plot which resulted in the murder. Said 
to have been of Tarzi’s party and in favour of a treaty of friendship with the 
British. Left for Kandahar with Queen Souriya, December 1928, and proceeded 
with energy to raise assistance for the Duranni dynasty. Has never been on 
good terms with Queen Souriya. Fled with Amanullah to India, May 1929, and 
thence to Italy, June 1929. Has one other son, Obeidullah (W.W. 492), also 
known as Shah Agha, born 1906. In December 1930 with Obeidullah in Berlin. 

87. Yaqub Khan (W.W. 675). Sardar-i-Ala. Mohmand. 

1935, living abroad, believed at Tehran, 

Was page to Ameer Habibullah. Appointed Privy Councillor in 1920 and 
Shahghassi (Private Secretary), January 1921. Still Shahghassi Hazuri 1927. 
Appointed Minister of Court, January 1927. With Amanullah on his European 
tour 1928. Fled with Amanullah to India, May 1929. Left Duzdap, June 1929. 
Later returned to Kabul. Said to be propaganding in favour of Amanullah’s 
return, and was arrested in July 1930. Released in January 1931 and proceeded 
on Haj. Arrived Tehran, December 1931. 

Relations: Brother, Muhammad Agha Sami (W.W. 555). 

114927] D 





34 


88. Zalmai (W.W. 691). Naib Salar (General). Musa Kiel Mangal, 
Malik. 

A leader of the rebels during the Khost disturbances 1924-25. Took refuge 
in Kurram, whence he was deported to Abbottabad 1925. Returned to 
Afghanistan and brought to Kabul, where he was treated as a guest, October 
1926. Pardoned by King Amanullah and returned to Khost, November 1926. 
Assisted Nadir Khan in 1929, and for his services was made Naib Salar 
(General). October 1930 was sent to his country to raise recruits, but failed 
to obtain any. Accompanied Shah Mahmud (W.W. 414) to suppress Dare Khel 
revolt in Southern Province 1932. 

Was with the War Minister in 1933 in the Southern Province and returned 
to Kabul in August. 

Is friendly with members of the British Legation, Kabul. 

89. Zulfiqar Khan, Muhammad (W.W. 695). Muhammadzai. Of no 
important family. 

1935, Counsellor to the Prime Minister. 

Educated at the Habibia College, Kabul. Went to France with the Afghan 
students to look after them and became guardian to Hidayatullah Khan, son of 
Amanullah Khan. Was recalled to Kabul by Amanullah and for some time was 
unemployed. During the revolution joined Hashim Khan (W.W. 337) in the 
Eastern Province and became his Munshi. Went to Parachinar, where he joined 
Nadir Shah and Shah Wali. His sister is married to Sardar Fakhr-ud-Din 
Khan, an Afghan refugee at Abbottabad. 1930, appointed counsellor, Afghan 
Legation, London. Returned to Kabul, September 1931, and appointed Counsellor 
to the Prime Minister. 

Is friendly with members of the British Legation, Kabul. 


List of Leading Personalities in Afghanistan who have died daring 1935. 

Number in list for 1934— 

3. Abdul Aziz Khan 
14. Abdur Rahim. 


| N 689/233/97] No. 7. 

Mr. Eden to Lieutenant-Colonel Eraser-Tytler (Kabul). 

(No. 18.) 

oir. Foreign Office , February 11, 1936. 

THE Afghan Minister called at this Department on the 4th February to 
pursue further some of the questions discussed with me by the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs (see my despatches Nos. 16 and 17 of the 5th February). 

2. As regards the supply of arms to the Afghan Government, which was the 
first subject to be discussed, Mohammad Ali was told, in view of your telegram 
No. 9 of the 3lst January, that you had resumed negotiations for the sale of the 
remaining 10,000 out of the first batch of 15,000 rifles, but had telegraphed on 
the 1st February that you were still without a reply to your proposals on that 
subject. As soon as this question had been settled, however, it would be possible 
to consider the supply of another 15,000 rifles, making 30,000 in all. 

3. As regards the supply of aeroplanes, the Minister was informed that 
His Majesty’s Government were already exploring this question, which, as 1 had 
pointed out, was particularly difficult, and would continue their investigations 
as quickly as possible to see what assistance, if any, could be afforded. As 
regards mountain guns, it was understood that the Afghan Government had 
already approached Messrs. Vickers, and His Majesty’s Government were now 
considering whether that firm could be invited to send a representative to Kabul 
to discuss the matter further in the spring. 

4. Mohammad Ali said that he understood the position about the rifles and 
about the aeroplanes and would so report to the Ministry for Foreign Affairs. 
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As regards the mountain guns, he had not heard of the negotiations with Messrs. 
Vickers and in any case he thought that Faiz Mohammad, when he spoke of 
these guns, had supposed that His Majesty’s Government had some surplus old- 
pattern guns for sale in the same way as they had rifles. He was informed 
that it was most unlikely that this was the case, but that further enquiries 
would be made. 

5. The Minister then said that he hoped Faiz Mohammad had made it 
quite clear that both in this matter and in that of a credit to the Afghan National 
Bank (see paragraph 7 of my despatch No. 17), his Government were approaching 
His Majesty’s Government for a continuation of the assistance which they had 
received since the days of King Amanullah and for which they felt themselves 
to be even more suitable recipients than were the Government of that Monarch, 
and that what they hoped to hear from them was that they were ready in principle 
to give this sort of assistance. In the case of the credit to the National Bank, for 
example, if a direct Government credit to the London branch of the bank (not an 
export credit to a British firm) could be granted in principle, they would not mind 
so much if it were only half the £500,000 for which they had asked, or even as 
low as £100,000, though, of course, the less it was, the fewer the goods which 
could be bought with it. 

6. Faiz Mohammad was told that the whole question of economic assistance 
to Afghanistan would be gone into as soon as possible, but that at present it was 
uncertain what, if anything, could be done to meet his Government’s wishes 
in such matters. 

1 am, &c. 

ANTHONY EDEN. 


| N 1746/38/97j No. 8. 

Viscount Chilston to Mr. Eden.—(Received March 27.) 

(No. 181.) 

Sir, Moscoiu, March 24, 1036. 

I HAVE the honour to report that the Afghan Foreign Minister arrived in 
Moscow from Western Europe on the 14th March. He has not yet left for his 
own country, but is expected to do so in the course of the next few days. He 
has been received by Messrs. Molotov, Kalinin and other prominent members 
of the Soviet Government, but not, it seems, by M. Stalin. There were the usual 
official receptions in his honour at the Spiridonovka and the Afghan Embassy. 
He also paid a short visit to Leningrad. 

2. The Journal de Moscou of the 17th March, in ail article full of the 
international compliments customary on such occasions, described Faiz 
Muhammad Khan’s sojourn in the Soviet Union as “ une visite d’amitie,” and 
declared that the conversations he would have with members of the Soviet 
Government would certainly contribute to the strengthening still further of the 
relations of bon-voisinage between the two countries. It recalled how the 
distinguished guest had first come to Moscow fifteen years ago with the special 
delegation which concluded the Soviet-Afghan Treaty of the 28th February, 
1921, “ traite qui a joue un role considerable dans le renforcement de la situation 
internationale de 1’Afghanistan,” and gave a brief summary of the relations— 
apparently of an unruffled and ever-increasing cordiality—between the neigh¬ 
bouring States during the intervening; period. There has been nothing to suggest 
that the visit is more than the inevitable gesture of courtesy rounding off the 
Minister’s European tour. 

3. I had a brief conversation with Faiz Muhammad Khan when I was 
calling upon the Afghan Ambassador a few days after the former’s arrival; but 
we did not get much beyond compliments and generalities. He expressed 
profound admiration for the English, who, he said, were all gentlemen. Colonel 
Fraeer-Tytler, he said, was his “best friend”; Sir R. Maconaehie had been his 
best friend; and before I took my leave he was good enough to declare that 1 
too was his best friend. He intimated his mistrust of the Soviet Government 
and all their works. 
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4. It may possibly be worth recording, in view of the traditional antipathy 
between Persian and Afghan, that the Minister was welcomed with especial 
cordiality by the Iranian Embassy, which turned out in full strength to meet 
him at the station, outnumbering the Afghan contingent by two to one. 

5. I am sending a copy of this despatch to His Majesty’s Minister at Kabul. 

I have, &c. 

CHILSTON. 


[N 2542/107/97] No. 9. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden.—(Received May 1.) 

(No. 50. Confidential.) 

Sir, Kabul, April 16, 1936. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for information a copy of the Intelligence 
Summary of the military attach^ to this Legation, No. 15, dated the 11th April, 
1936. 

2. Paragraphs 9 and 10.—As I was unable to attend the official reception 
given in honour of Sirdar Faiz Muhammad’s return, E called on him privately 
at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs on the 13th April. In the course of an hour’s 
conversation his Excellency, whose health appears to have been considerably 
benefited by his tour, spoke most appreciatively of the manner in which he had, 
at a time of national mourning, been received and entertained in London. He 
described at some length his meetings with you, Sir, and his conversation with 
the Marquis of Zetland, but the incident which seems to have left the deepest 
impression on his mind was the audience accorded him by The King. He 
reverted to this several times in the course of our talk, and was obviously highly 
gratified at the honour accorded him, and at the fact that His Majesty, amid 
the many preoccupations and cares of the moment, had found time to receive him 
ana to take an interest in the affairs of Afghanistan and of the frontier. 

3. He went on to talk of his visit to Paris, where he had been entertained 
by M. Sarraut and M. Flanclin and had arranged for a deputation of mining 
engineers to survey Afghanistan for oil, and of his stay in Berlin, where he had 
negotiated for the purchase of “ a few cannons and tanks.’’ His arrival in 
Germany appears to have coincided with Herr Hitler’s denunciation of the 
Locarno Pact, and he had the rather unhappy experience of dining at the Soviet 
Embassy in Berlin on the day the German troops entered the demilitarised zone. 
He found M. Suritz in a “ terrible temper,” and the task of sympathising with 
his host, whom he had known in former days in Kabul, while at the same time 
saying nothing to jeopardise the present rapprochement between Germany and 
Afghanistan, seems to have tried his diplomacy highly. 

4. In Moscow he was offered the Russian draft of the commercial treaty 
which has been under discussion for the last three years ( cf. my despatches 
Nos. 101 of the 13th September, 1932, and 128 of the 9th November, 1935), but 
found that the objectionable clauses for the establishment of trade agencies in 
Afghanistan and for usa facilities for Russian commercial agents had not been 
removed, and so refused to sign. Feeling reluctant, however, to leave Moscow 
empty-handed, he had renewed the non-aggression pact of 1931, an innocuous 
document which, he explained, did no harm, if it might not do much good, to 
anybody. He made no mention of negotiations for the purchase of munitions 
in Moscow, and it is possible that the question was not discussed. At the same 
time, there was no need for him to mention the matter to me, since transit 
through India was not in question, and it seems unlikely that it was not raised 
at all. I did not feel disposed to raise it myself, in view of my present 
uncertainty as to the course of future negotiations with His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment on the subject of arms (aide your telegram No. 33 dated the 9th April, 1936), 
and contented myself with hinting at a suitable moment that his conversations in 
London might possibly bear fruit before long. 

5. On leaving, 1 told him that there were rumours among my colleagues 
that he was likely to hand over the portfolio for Foreign Affairs before long and 
return to his old love, the Ministry of Education. Faiz Muhammad seemed 
surprised at this remark, and assured me that, so far as he knew, there was no 
such move in contemplation. This rumour has been persistent for some time, 
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in fact, ever since Faiz Muhammad left Kabul, but I do not think it likely that 
the Prime Minister at present proposes to move from the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs a man on whom he places much reliance and who has hitherto held the 
appointment with considerable success. 

6. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

W. K. FRASER-TYTLER. 


Enclosure in No. 9. 

(Secret.) 

Intelligence Summary No. 15 for the Week ending April 10, 1936. 

Note.— Where necessary paragraphs are lettered (A) information regarded as 
definitely confirmed; (B) information regarded as fairly reliable, but 
requiring confirmation; (C) information regarded as doubtful and requiring 
confirmation. 


General. 

THE Afghan Minister for Foreign Affairs is reported to have arrived in 
Kabul on the 10th April, on completion of his tour abroad. 

The Islah announces the renewal of the non-aggression pact between 
Afghanistan and the U.S.S.R. The period of renewal is not given. 

According to the Islah, a treaty of friendship between Afghanistan and the 
United States of America was signed m London on the 26th March. 

The Afghan Prime Minister stated during the week that his brother, the 
Afghan Minister of Defence, S. Shah Mahmud Khan (W.W. 414), had been 
successfully operated on for goitre in Berlin. 

It is reported that S. Daud Khan (W.W. 239a) left Kabul for Kandahar 
on the 6th April to resume his appointment as Governor of Kandahar. The 
present officiating Governor, F.M. Ali Shah Khan (W.W. 180), is stated to be 
returning to Kabul. According to reports received, his tenure as officiating 
Governor of Kandahar has been both successful and popular. 

The various parties interested in obtaining the transfer of Muhammad Afzal 
Khan (W.W. 138) from the governorship of the Southern Province have received 
a set-back, as the Acting Minister of Defence evaded the issue when they had 
their interview with him, and Muhammad Afzal Khan retains his appointment 
and has returned to Gardez after having been told that interested parties were 
attempting to secure his transfer (vide paragraph 12 of this summary). 

An increase in the pay of civil and military officers as well as of the rank 
and file of the Afghan army is announced. This increase is to take effect from 
the 21st March, 1936, and is said to be a 25 per cent, increase on present pay 
and salaries. No details, however, are available. 

Kabul. 

2. Civil Aviation: Kabul-Termez Service. 

The Russian biplane (F-5 mail plane or R-5 type military plane) reported 
in Summary No. 14, paragraph 2, as having arrived in Kabul on the 22nd March, 
left Kabul on the 6th April. (A) 

3. S. Shah Mahmud's Operation Successful. 

The Afghan Prime Minister stated (A) that S. Shah Mahmud Khan 
(W.W. 414), the Afghan Minister of Defence, had been successfully operated on 
for goitre in Berlin on the 7th April. 

The Islah of the 9th April confirms the Prime Minister’s statement. 

4. The Afghan Prime Minister Entertains the British Resident in Waziristan. 

The Afghan Prime Minister entertained Mr. J. G. Acheson, C.I.E, 
Resident in Waziristan, at a private dinner-party held on the 8th April. (A) 
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Trade. 

5. The A fghan National Bank. 

The Islah of the 2nd April states that the budget of the Afghan National 
Bank for the year 1315 (1936-37) allows for payments of fees and salaries to the 
directors and staff of the bank up to the following amounts :— 

(a) Director’s fees and expenses 117,473 Afghani rupees. 

(b) Pay of the staff 440,128 Afghani rupees, 19,892 Indian rupees and £480. 

6. Amalgamation of Trading Companies. 

The Islah of the 30th March states that the following trading companies of 
Mazar-i-Sharif have amalgamated :— 

(a) Iqdam Company. 

( b) Akhuwat Company. 

(c) Sadaqat Company. 

(d) Maymanat Company 

The new company is to be called the “ United Northern Company.” 

The Ashami Company is said to have purchased 3,600 shares in the new 
compan}' of the value of 3,600,000 Afghani rupees. The total capital is stated 
to be 15 million Afghani rupees. Other small trading companies and traders 
are said to be participating in the amalgamation. 

The company is to export wool and cotton, and will supply cotton seed, and 
loans to cultivators. 

Abdul Majid Khan (W.W. 72a) is said to have been present at the official 
inauguration of the company, which took place at Mazar-i-Sharif recently. 
(Diary No. 51 of 1935, paragraph 15.) 

7. The Ashami Company. 

The Islah of the 2nd April states that the budget of the Ashami Company 
for the year 1315 (1936-37) allows for the payment of the following sums on 
account of the pay of the staff of its trade and monopoly branches :— 

(a) 727,643 Afghani rupees. 

(b) 62,061 Indian rupees. 

(c) £5,175. 

(d) 26,080 marks. 


Foreign Relations. 

8. Herr Hitler receives the Afghan Foreign Minister. 

The Islah of the 1st April announces that Faiz Muhammad Khan 
(W.W. 243), the Afghan Minister for Foreign Affairs, was given an interview 
with Herr Hitler, the President of the German Reich, on the 28th February, 
1936. 

9. Reneuml of Afghan-Soviet Non-Aggression Pact. 

The Islah of the 2nd April states that Faiz Muhammad Khan, the Afghan 
Ministei for Foreign Affairs, and the Soviet Acting Commissar for Foreign 
Affairs signed a protocol at Moscow on the 29th March renewing the non¬ 
aggression pact between Afghanistan and the U.S.S.R. The period of renewal 
is not given. 

10. Return of the Afghan Foreign Minister. 

(a) The Islah of the 7th April states that Faiz Muhammad Khan 
(W.W. 243), the Afghan Minister for Foreign Affairs, reached the Afghan 
frontier from Russia on the 6th April. 

(b) The Islah of the 9th April announces that Faiz Muhammad Khan left 
Mazar-i-Sharif for Kabul on the 8th April. 

(c) The Afghan Minister for Foreign Affairs arrived in Kabul on the 
10th April. (A) 
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11. Afghan Treaty with the United States of America. 

The Islah of the 4th April announces that a treaty of friendship between 
Afghanistan and the United States of America was signed in London on the 
26th March, 1936. The Afghan Minister in London, Ali Muhammad Khan 
(W.W. 179), signed the treaty on behalf of the Afghan Government. 


Southern Province. 

12. The Governor of the Southern Province. 

With reference to Summary No. 14, paragraph 25, it is reported that S. Shah 
Wali Khan (W.W. 585), Acting Minister of Defence, gave an interview to the 
leaders of the Southern Province during the week. Those present were mostly 
-Tajis. Azim Khan, Lewanai Jaji of Hariob, is said to have acted as spokesman, 
and suggested that they were dissatisfied with the officials appointed to govern 
the province. 

The Acting Minister of Defence, in reply, is said to have stated that these 
officials are appointed for the good of the province, and that any failure on their 
part to carry out their duties would involve disciplinary action. 

S. Shah Wali Khan also said that he hoped to visit the Southern Province in 
the near future, and meet those leaders and their sons who were unable to visit 
Kabul. (B) 

F.M. Muhammad Afzal Khan (W.W. 138), Governor of the Southern Province, 
left Kabul for Gardez on the 4th April. He was warned about the plot to oust 
him from his governorship by the Acting Minister of Defence, and his application 
for twenty-five days’ leave was turned down on the grounds that a prolonged 
absence from Gardez was undesirable at present, as the Government might be 
compelled to take action if further complaints were made about him. lie was also 
informed that S. Shah Mahmud Khan (W.W. 414) was not in favour of his 
transfer from the Southern Province. 

13. Transfers of Officials. 

It is reported that F.M. Muhammad Afzal Khan, Governor of the Southern 
Province, has arranged for the transfer of G.M. Jilani Khan (son of F.M. Azam 
Gul Khan, Tota Ivhel) of the Southern Province Army Corps to the Reserve List, 
and has asked for the services of one of the following officers in his place :— 

(a) G.M. Nasrullah Khan, Wazir. 

(b) G.M. Muhammad Hussain Khan (brother of F.M. Abdul Ghani Khan of 

Surkhab). 

No decision has been made so far as is known. (B) 

14. Visit of Ur gun Militia Officers to Kabul. 

The following officers of the Urgun militia are stated to have arrived in 
Kabul, and are staying in the tribal guest house:— 

(a) K.M. Mian Habib. 

(b) T.M. Abdul Flabib. (B) 

15. Visit of Southern Province Personalities to Kabul. 

It is stated that Gul Flabib (brother of T.M. Abdul Habib of the Urgun 
militia), Nur Muhammad Khan (father of F.M. Bajan Khan), and Nadat Khan, 
Wazir “ doctor,” have arrived in Kabul and are staying in the tribal guest 
house. (B) 


Kandahar. 

16. S. Daud Khan. 

It is reported that S. Daud Khan (W.W. 239a) left Kabul for Kandahar on 
the 6th April, and is to resume his appointment as Governor of Kandahar vice 
F.M. Ali Shah Khan (W.W. 180), the officiating Governor. (B) 
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17. S. Ali Shah Khan. 

It is stated that F.M. Ali Shah Khan (W.W. 180), officiating Governor of 
Kandahar, is still at Kandahar, but is expected to return to Kabul during the next 
few days, and will probably resume his appointment as Commandant of the 
Harbiya College. (B) 

Afghan Relations with North-West Frontier Tribes. 

18. Afridis. 

It is reported that an Afridi named Majnun, a son of Subedar Qalandar 
Malik, Din Khel, has arrived in Kabul and is living in the Afghan Government’s 
tribal guest house. He is stated to have assisted the late King Nadir Shah 
during the Khost rebellion, and to have been given the rank of honorary brigadier. 

One report states that he wishes to secure employment in the Afghan army, 
and another report states that he brought letters to Kabul from the Afridi anti¬ 
road party. He had a very brief interview with S. Shah Wali Khan (W.W. 585) 
on the 2nd April. (B) 

19. Para Chamkannis. 

With reference to Summary No. 23, paragraph 24, it is reported that Adam 
Gul, Haji Khel, had an interview with the Acting Minister of Defence on the 
2nd April, and obtained permission for his two sons, Yar Gul and Hadar Khan, 
to enter the Ihzaria School as students. 

He is said to be anxious to secure the admission of his sons to this school 
on the original terms, which were free accommodation, food and clothing, plus a 
cash allowance of 15 Afghani rupees per mensem. The cash allowance for new 
entrants to this school is said to have been cancelled. (B) 

20. The Kurram. 

Mand Ali Khan, nephew of the late Malik Saleh, Mangal of the Kurram, and 
Mulla Abdullah Jan of Gido, Kurram, have arrived in Kabul, and are staying 
with Haji Nawab Khan (W.W. 470a). They are said to have come to receive 
their allowances. (B) 

The Army. 

21. Increase in Pay of Officers and Other Ranks. 

(a) The Islah of the 7th April announces an increase in pay for all civil and 
military officers and soldiers, with effect from the beginning of the Afghan year 
1315 (the 21st March, 1936). The announcement was made at a darhar held by 
King Zahir Shah on the 6th April. 

Congratulatory speeches were made by the Afghan Prime Minister and other 
Ministers. 

(b) No details of the actual increase are given in the Islah, but it is rumoured 
that the increase is one of 25 per cent, on existing salaries or pay. (B) 
(Summaries No. 11, paragraph 23, and No. 13, paragraph 28.) 

22. The Visit of a Military Committee to Mazar-i-Sharif. 

The Military Committee which was reported in last week’s Summary (No. 14, 
paragraph 29) as proceeding to Mazar-i-Sharif and Maimana on the 4th April is 
now said to have left Kabul on the 6th April, the delay in starting being due to 
the fact that King Zahir Shah wished to see G.M. Mustafa Khan, the Deputy 
Chief of the General Staff, before his departure. (B) 

It is stated that the King saw him on the 7th April and asked him to report 
on the activities of Muhammad Gul Khan (W.W. 315a), Rais-i-Tanzimia of the 
Northern Province. 

23. Ihzaria School. 

It is reported that G.M. Nasrullah Khan, Paipali Wazir, arrived in Kabul 
on the 7th April bringing with him twenty-four Wazir boy students of the Ihzaria 
School. (B) 

Some students from Khost have also arrived, and more are expected. 
(Summary No. 13, paragraph 22.) 
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Communications. 

24. Routes North-East: Route No. Q-L. 

The Islah of the 1st April states that the road between Khanabad and Kunduz 
(Map 37/D. D-l) is to be reconstructed. The new alignment is said to be a more 
direct one. Work has commenced and about 5 miles of road from the Khanabad 
end has been completed. 

25. Road Graders and Scarifiers. 

It is reported that two of the three road graders and scarifiers which arrived 
in Kabul in January (Summary No. 7, paragraph 17) have been dismantled, packed 
on lorries and sent to Farah on the 7th-8th April. One road grader and 
scarifier is still in Kabul. (B) 


Foreign Missions. 

26. So met Embassy. 

It is reported that M. S. Siteheft', first secretary, will be in charge of the 
Soviet Embassy in Kabul as Chargd d’Affaires pending the arrival of M. Skvirsky, 
who is expected in May. (A) (Summary No. 13, paragraph 35, and Summary 
No. 14, paragraph 32.) 

27. Italian Legation. 

M. G. Monteforte, secretary to the Italian Legation in Kabul, accompanied bv 
his sister-in-law and his niece, is leaving Kabul for Peshawar on the 
13th April. (A) (Summary No. 13, paragraph 34 (&).) 


Individuals. 

28. Afghan. 

It is reported that Aisha Begum, daughter of the late S. Muhammad Aziz 
Khan (W.W.-216), and S. Muhammad Akbar Khan (W.W.-161 a), ^-Afghan 
Minister at Rome, are arriving at Bombay on the 8th April and will travel via 
Peshawar to Kabul. (B) 

29. British. 

(a) Major D. Russell. M.C., Mrs. Russell and Mrs. Sawyer left Kabul for 
Bamian on the 4th April and returned to Kabul on the 6th April. They left 
Kabul for Peshawar on the 8th April. (Summary No. 14, paragraph 33 (a).) 

(b) Captain A. C. Galloway and Mrs. R. McGrath left Kabul for Mazar-i- 
Sharif on the 7th April. (Summary No. 14, paragraph 33 ( c).) 

(c) Mr. J. G. Acheson, C.I.E., Resident in Waziristan, accompanied by 
Mrs. Acheson and Miss Acheson, arrived in Kabul on the 5th April from 
Peshawar and stayed in this Legation until the 9th April, when they left for 
Peshawar. 

(d) A daughter was born to Mrs. Hay, the wife of Major W. R. Hay, C.I.E., 
counsellor of this Legation, on the 29th March, 1936. 

30. Swedish. 

With reference to Summary No. 13, paragraph 40, it was stated that 
M. M. Larsonn is a representative of the Telefunken Company. This is incorrect, 
as M. Larsonn is a representative of Messrs. Ericsson, and not of the Telefunken 
Company. (B) 

' A. S. LANCASTER, Major, 

Military A ttache. 


Kabul, April 11, 1936. 
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[N 2585/593/97] No. 10. 

Government of India, Foreign and Political Department, to the Secretary of State 

for India.—{Communicated by the India Office; Received May 14.) 

(No. 1124.) 

(Telegraphic.) Simla, May 9, 1936. 

ADDRESSED to Secretary of State for India, No. 1124. Repeated to 
Kabul, No. 84. 

Our telegram No. 3406 of 22nd December : Military aircraft. 

Now that Afghan fund has been established and in view of conclusion of deal 
in munitions between Afghanistan and Germany, we think that question of 
supplying Afghans with military aircraft should receive most urgent consideration 
We regard it as of the utmost importance that Afghans should obtain aircraft 
from His Majesty’s Government and not from other country and we are appre¬ 
hensive lest delay in coming to an agreement with them may incline them to place 
order elsewhere. 

2. Before reopening negotiations we must consider:— 

(а) What we are prepared to spend, 

(б) What aircraft we are in a position to supply immediately. 

As regards (a), we can make available at once from the fund sum of 4 lakhs 
or £30,000, which would suffice for six Harts or lesser number of more expensive 
machines. 

As regards (6), the most that Government of India could do would be to offer 
next batch of six Harts received for our reserve in India. This we would be 
prepared to do on the understanding that they would be replaced from England 
at the earliest possible moment. We are also ready to train six Afghan pilots 
and six mechanics in India at cost of the fund. You will remember that Afghans 
asked in 1935 for twenty Harts and four Dragons and they may still wish to 
purchase six Harts as first instalment on system of annual repayments. There is, 
however, possibility that in consequence of recent considerable advances, in 
performance of military aircraft, and as a result of the Afghan Foreign and War 
Ministers' tours abroad they may no longer be willing to accept aircraft of Hart’s 
performance. 

In that case His Majesty's Government would have to consider supply of other 
more up-to-date type such as Audax with Dah engines for army co-operation or 
Hinds or Wellesleys for general purpose work. We realise that these aircraft 
would be of superior performance to that of the Royal Air Force in India, but we 
fear that if wc limit any offer to Harts we shall drive Afghans to buy even better- 
machines from the Germans or Russians with the added disadvantage of no longer 
controlling supply. 

We should, of course, avoid making an offer of better-class machines, if 
possible, but may, in the last resort, be driven to do so. 

3. Having decided what we can supply, the next step will be to ascertain 
what the Afghans are prepared to take. This we propose to discuss with Eraser- 
Tytler during bis forthcoming visit to Simla, but anticipate that it will be 
necessary to send a Royal Air Force expert to Kabul to discuss the matter with 
the Afghan Government and answer any technical questions they may have to put. 
He should, we consider, be in a position to make definite offer of six Harts in the 
first place and. if these are not acceptable, of other types to be supplied from 
England within the limits of oost indicated above, viz., 4 lakhs or £30,000. 

4. We would ask for your comments as soon as possible on these proposals. 


[N 2885/655/97] No. 11. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Vraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden.—{Received June 2.) 

(No. 65.) 

Sir, Kafoil, May 9, 1936. 

I HAVE the honour to invite a reference to your despatch No. 32 of the 
10th March, 1936, in which you were good enough to ask for my views on the 
possibility that the Afghan Government were now seriously considering the 
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question of railway construction in Afghanistan, and on the attitude to be 
adopted by His Majesty’s Government to the idea of a through railway connexion 
between India and Russia. 

2. Rumours of proposals for railway construction in this country have been 
current at intervals during the last six years, but have always been categorically 
denied by the Afghan Government (see^ for instance, my predecessor’s despatch 
No. 30 of the 23ra February, 1932). It was, therefore, with some surprise that 
I read Faiz Muhammad’s remarks to you on the subject as recorded in 
paragraph 8 of your despatch No. 17. On receipt of your despatch No. 32 I 
was considering the best means of broaching the subject with him, with a view 
to finding out more about the intentions of his Government, when he alluded to 
the matter himself a few days ago, while discussing the possibility of exploiting 
the oil and mineral resources of Afghanistan, if any were found as a result of 
the survey of the French mission to search for oil (see my telegram No. 39 of the 
14th April, 1936), and of the visit of Dr. Fox, the Director of the Geological 
Survey of India, who is expected shortly. 

3. I took advantage of the opening to refer to his conversation with you, and 
to enquire whether he could tell me anything of his Government’s intentions in 
the matter. Faiz Muhammad assented readily, and embarked on a long and 
rather rambling account of the history of this subject, of which the following is 
a resume. 

4. It appears that when ex-lving Amanullah was in Europe in 1928 he 
arranged simultaneously with certain French and German companies interested 
in railway construction for a survey of possible lines of railway in Afghanistan. 
In this connexion, I would invite a reference to the correspondence ending with 
paragraph 5 of Sir F. Humphrys’s despatch No. 106 of the 31st October, 1928, 
and particularly to the note forwarded with despatch No. 97 of the 13th October, 
1928, which gives an account of the proceedings of the two survey parties. 

5. The revolution of 1928-29 cut short the negotiations, but after King 
Nadir’s accession they were reopened by the two parties who had made the survey, 
with the object at least of recouping themselves for the cost of their work in 
Afghanistan. The Afghan Government settled with the French company on a 
basis of part payment for the survey, but had not come to terms with the German 
firm of Lenz and Co. when Faiz Muhammad left for Europe. In Europe Faiz 
Muhammad learnt that when he got to Berlin he would be subjected to very 
considerable pressure by Lenz and Co. to come to some settlement with them. He 
was anxious not to spend money without getting anything tangible in return, as 
had apparently happened in the case of the French company, and decided that 
instead of merely paying Lenz and Co. for their work in 1928 and getting in 
return a series of survey maps which he would not be able to understand, he would 
ask them to make a project for railway construction in Southern Afghanistan. 
Before going to this length, however, he decided to sound His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment in London and observe their reactions. If these were favourable, as he 
hoped, or at any rate not unfavourable, he would pursue his idea in Beilin. 

6. I pointed out that His Majesty’s Government had not pronounced any 
opinion, favourable or otherwise, on the project for railway construction in 
Afghanistan. You had told him that the idea was an entirely new one, and that 
before giving any definite answer you would have to consult several authorities. 
Faiz Muhammad said that he remembered your remarks well, and fully realised 
that he could not raise a question of this sort and receive an authoritative answer 
in the course of a single conversation. He also realised that the goodwill of His 
Majesty’s Government towards such a project was an almost essential preliminary 
to its inception, since all material for the construction of a railway in Southern 
Afghanistan would have to come through Chaman. It might, in fact, be found 
advisable to seek the co-operation of the Government of India in building the 
railway as a continuation of the present line through Baluchistan. In any case, 
he had seized the opportunity of his conversation with you to broach the matter, 
and His Majesty’s Government would doubtless give it tlieir fullest consideration. 

7. He had then gone on to Berlin, after a brief stay in Paris, where he had 
arranged for the oil survey commission, and found, as he expected, that Lenz 
and Co. were determined to get something out of him in return for their survey 
of 1928. He had therefore asked for and obtained the project. He had brought 
it back to Kabul with him, and it was now in the course of translation. T would 
realise that the matter was still very much in the air, and that he could not discuss 
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be advisable for His Majesty's Government to be first in the field of railway 
development. He was, in fact, seeking to counterbalance Soviet penetration, not 
by trying to stop it, since that appeared impossible, but by opening up an avenue 
of British penetration. The position is far different to-day. Soviet penetration 
has almost ceased in the political sense in Afghanistan, thanks to the measures 
taken by the present rulers of the country, and no effort on the part of the Soviet 
Government has been effective in moving their determination to resist it. It seems 
extremely doubtful whether it would be advisable for His Majesty’s Government 
in any way to weaken this determination by encouraging a project which would 
most probably lead to the construction and operation of a railway at any rate 
to Herat by Soviet agency, with the inevitable accompaniment of the spread of 
political propaganda. 

18. On the financial aspect of the problem I am also handicapped by lack 
of sufficient data; but in so far as general experience may serve, I should say, 
that, though a line from Chaman to Kandahar might perhaps in the end be 
profitable, the capital cost of railway construction is, generally speaking, too 
heavy for the present financial position of Afghanistan. It would, I believe, 
be far more in the interests of the financial stability of this country for the 
Government to continue their road development and devote their attention to the 
construction and maintenance of good arterial highways and an efficient lorry 
service rather thnn embark on a costly and indefinite programme of railway 
construction. 

19. There remain the question of the civilising influence of railways on the 
tribal areas of the common border, the fact that through rail communication 
would undoubtedly be of use to Afghanistan in operating the free transit system 
and in developing her export trade, and the amour-propre of the Afghan Govern¬ 
ment, which would be gratified by the presence of an international railway 
system operating through their country. The first of these, though important, 
is not vital, and the second and third are counterbalanced by the grave risks 
which the Afghan Government would run in attempting to establish the former 
or satisfy the latter by building railways, or allowing them to be built in the 
present financial and political condition of the country. 

20. My general conclusions, which are, of course, subject to the views of 
military and other experts, are that should the Afghan Government approach 
His Majesty’s Government for advice on the question of railway construction 
every effort should be made to dissuade them from the idea, partly on the grounds 
of strategic and political expediency, and partly on the grounds that the finances 
of Afghanistan cannot at present stand so heavy a burden. If, however, in 
spite of such advice they should persist in their scheme this attitude would 
require reconsideration, particularly if it seemed likely that they were inclined 
to turn to Russia for the assistance which we were unwilling to afford them. 

21. I am sending a copy of this despatch to the Secretary of State for 
Lidia and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

W. K. FRASER-TYTLER. 


| N 4268/38/97] No. 12. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden.—(Received August 24.) 

(No. 107. Secret.) 

Sir, Kabul, August 1, 1930. 

I REPORTED in a recent despatch (No. 82 of the 17th Juno, 1930) that 
Sardar Paiz Muhammad Khan had told me of his intention to proceed to Geneva 
to take part in the autumn session of the League of Nations. Ho supplemented 
this information two days ago by giving me some further details of his proposed 
journoy. He leaves here on the 3rd August and travels via Moscow, where he 
has sonic business to transact in the matter of the recent Soviet action in 
seizing large flocks of Afghan sheep which had crossed the northern borders 
this spring in search of grazing (military attache’s Intelligence Summary 
No. 10, paragraph 10). He then proceeds to Geneva, possibly stopping at 
Berlin on the way. At the close of the session he proposes to return to 
Afghanistan through India. 







2. He did not revert in this conversation to the principal object of his 
journey; but at an interview with my counsellor, during my illness, Faiz 
Muhammad let fall some remarks which throw an interesting side-light on how 
his Government, as at present advised, view the future prospects of the League 
of Nations, and the situation which has now arisen so far as it concerns the 
Afghan Government through the League’s inability to prevent the Abyssinian 
debacle. 

3. Faiz Muhammad said he feared that the League had failed, except as an 
advisory body in connexion with questions of hygiene, opium and the like, and 
would never really be able to act as a buffer against the aggressions of powerful 
States. If that was so, Afghanistan would have to consider her position atrosh, 
and might well have to seek an offensive and defensive alliance with Great 
Britain against possible aggression by the Soviet, who though quiescent for the 
moment could never really be trusted. He remembered the assurances given 
by Sir Richard Maeonachie on behalf of His Majesty’s Government in 1933, 
but these assurances had been based on the support of the League, were 
Afghanistan to join it. With that support withdrawn, the Afghan Government 
felt their position to be dangerously insecure. 

4. Major ilay did not reply to these hints, and as Faiz Muhammad has not 
ret urned to the question with me on the two occasions I have seen him since 
they were made, I have thought it advisable not to raise it myself. But he has 
told me that he is looking forward to meeting you at Genexa and it is more than 
possible that lie may sound you on the subject, should it appear to him that 
reliance on the League will not in future be sufficient to safeguard the integrity 
of his country. 

5. The assurances referred to above are those authorised in your pre¬ 
decessor’s despatch No. 82 of the 17th October, 1932, which were received 
by the Afghan Government in the manner reported by Sir Richard Maeonachie 
in his despatch No. 141 of the 29th December, 1932. It will be noticed that 
Faiz Muhammad was hardly correct in saying that these assurances were based 
on the support of the League of Nations. 

0. 1 am sending a copy of this despatch bo the Secretary of State for India 

and the Government of India. 

I have, etc. 

W. K. FRASER-TYTLER. 


| N 4444/593/97] No. 13. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytier to Mr. Eden.—(Received September 4.) 
(No. 76.) 

( Telegraphic.) Kabul, September 2, 1936. 

MY telegram No. 74 and Government of India telegram No. 198 : Aeroplanes 

2. At interview on 1st September Prime Minister informed me that Afghan 
Government had been much impressed by the recent performance of the British 
machines, but found them very expensive. 

3. Afghan Government had therefore come to the following decision :— 

(a) They will buy up to eight aeroplanes from His Majesty’s Government, of 
the best type they have to offer, on six years’ instalment basis. 

(i b) They will make further enquiries unofficially in Italy and elsewhere in 
Europe for cheaper machines to fulfil their remaining requirements. 

4. In order to carry out this decision, Commandant, Afghan Air Force, is 
being sent at once to Europe via India. In India he would be intended to have 
further opportunity of inspecting British machines, but particularly wishes to 
discuss arrangements for training of pilots and mechanics. In Britain he would 
be intended to see machines not available in India, r.y., Ilind, to enable him to 
make final choice of type he will buy. 

5. If there is no objection to the above proposals, I should be glad if the 
Government of India would wire as soon as possible (a) date on which they will 






be ready to receive the commandant, (b) place of meeting, (c) whether the military 
attache should attend the meeting as interpreter. Commandant knows no English. 

6. Comments. Government of India have [sic j might consider showing 
commandant any cheaper type of aeroplane available or details of such aeroplanes 
available in England and likely to suit Afghans, but no second-hand machines. 
My impression is, however, that the Afghan Government will probably buy Italian 
machines. Commandant was trained in Italy, and I think that the negotiations 
with Italy, which began last autumn and were interrupted by sanctions, were 
probably resumed before receipt of our offer. Such information as I have also 
suggests that the Afghan Government are determined to acquire not less than 
sixteen planes at the earliest possible date, and do not consider that His Majesty’s 
Government’s offer of annual batches of five or so will meet their requirements. 

7. As regards training of pilots and mechanics. Prime Minister was not 
sure of number commandant wished to send, but believed it was ten of each. 
Commandant would wish to discuss introduction and period of training, cost, &c. 

(Repeated to Foreign, Simla.) 


| N 4896/593/97] No. 14. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden.—(Received September 21.) 

(No. 119.) 

Sir, Kabul, August 26, 1936. 

I REPORTED briefly in my telegrams of the 22nd August, Nos. 73 and 74, 
the reasons which led up to the visit of two British military aeroplanes to Kabul 
last week and the results of that visit. The whole incident is, I think, of sufficient 
interest to report in rather more detail than I was able to give within the compass 
of a telegraphic message. 

2. I have already reported in my despatch No. 108 that Sardar Faiz 
Muhammad, the Foreign Minister, had been obliged to put off his projected 
journey to Geneva via Moscow. He was present for the first three days of the 
Festival of Independence and then left Kabul on the 17th August on the first 
stage of his journey to Herat. What happened next is not very clear, but it 
appears that at his first halting-place he fell in with a doctor to whom he related 
as an interesting story how he, his family and some of his servants had been 
bitten or licked a few days before by one of his dogs which bad then died of 
rabies. The doctor took, as he well might, a serious view of the case, and told 
him to return at once to Kabul and proceed with his family and all speed to 
the nearest Pasteur Institute. Even in the most serious situation Faiz Muhammad 
can never, in my mind, entirely divest himself of his habitual cap and bells; and 
the idea of this would-be reformer of the League of Nations, turned at any rate 
temporarily from his purpose by the lick of a pet spaniel, and hastening back 
through the gorges of the Hindu Kush to the afflicted family he never should 
have left, is not without an element of comedy. But it was tragic enough for 
Faiz Muhammad, who by the time he reached Kabul at midday on the 18th August 
had fallen into that state of panic habitual to persons who never face disagreeable 
facts until these are forced upon them. He proceeded to prepare himself and his 
young family in all haste for their long hot journey to Kasauli and sent urgent 
requests to this Legation for visas and other facilities. 

3. These requests were complied with, but a chance remark by the Legation 
surgeon, that it would be much simpler to have the anti-rabic vaccine sent to 
Kabul, prompted me to make this suggestion to the Prime Minister when I met 
him a few hours later on the festival ground. Fie accepted the proposal with 
alacrity and added, as I hoped he would, the suggestion that the vaccine should 
be sent by air. 

4. Its arrival, less than twenty-four hours after this conversation, produced 
a profound impression in Government circles in Kabul; and I have already 
reported the message of thanks which the Prime Minister asked me to convey 
to the Government of India. I have now the honour to forward as an enclosure to 
this despatch a letter I have received from the Foreign Minister,(') couched in 


(') Not printed. 
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similar terms. To these messages I may perhaps be permitted to add an 
expression of my own gratitude for the rapidity and adequacy of the action 
taken. Apart from any material value which may result from this incident there 
is nothing that oils the wheels of our relations with the Afghan Government 
more effectively than a personal service of this nature promptly and generously 
rendered. 

5. The Government of India gave me discretion to detain the aeroplanes 
for a day or two in Kabul for demonstration purposes. 1 was a little doubtful 
how the Prime Minister would view such a proposal at a time when Kabul was 
full to overflowing with visitors to a festival designed to celebrate Afghanistan’s 
independence from British influence. There was also the question whether such 
demonstrations would not serve to stimulate the zeal of other foreign represen¬ 
tatives whose Governments were also hoping to sell aeroplanes to the Afghan 
Government. Against this, however, was the consideration that if I refused 
to allow the Afghan air force to witness a demonstration of the “Audax,” at 
least, they would be strengthened in their suspicions that we were trying to 
palm off on them machines of inferior quality. I therefore approached the Prime 
Minister on the subject, while making it quite clear to him that the machines 
were at his disposal only if he wished his officers to see them. They would 
otherwise return at once to India. Any doubts his Highness may have had on 
the subject were overcome by the obvious eagerness of the Afghan air force to 
see something of the types of machines whose merits were at the moment the 
subject of discussion between our two Governments, and he accepted the proposal 
without demur. 

6. The demonstrations took place the following morning; and the favourable 
impression already created by the timely visit of these two aircraft was enhanced 
by the patience and courtesy shown by Squadron-Leader Butler and his two 
officers in answering innumerable questions in regard to the details and 
performance of the machines and in taking up several of the officers of the Afghan 
air force on demonstration flights. It was noticeable that, though flights over 
the city were not permitted, the Afghan officers asked to be taken over the area 
where the festival was in progress, thereby adding an unexpected item to the 
entertainments of the day, and treating the public of Kabul to a display of 
aeronautic skill such as they can never before have witnessed. Squadron-Leader 
Butler, I understand, is submitting a report to the Government of India on his 
mission, but I forward for your information an account by the military attache, 
Major Lancaster, who acted as interpreter, giving some details of these 
demonstrations. (') 

7. I had an opportunity of presenting the pilots to the Prime Minister the 
same evening, when his Highness thanked them personally for the admirable 
manner in which they had carried out their mission. They left next morning 
on their return flight to Tndia. 

8. Two incidents connected with this visit are perhaps worthy of record. 
Colonel Benedictov, the Soviet military attache, asked particularly to be allowed 
to see the machines at close quarters, stating that on a previous occasion he had 
granted a similar request to Major Lancaster’s predecessor. After ascertaining 
from Squadron-Leader Butler that all details of the make and performance of 
the machines were public property, 1 gave the necessary permission, subject 
to the concurrence of the Afghan authorities. This was obtained with the proviso 
that Colonel Benedictov should on no account be taken up for a flight. He was 
allowed a brief inspection after the commandant and officers of the Afghan air 
force had been “At home” to the military attache and the British Royal Air 
Force officers, and at a time when no Afghan officers were near the machines. lie 
subsequently informed a member of the Diplomatic Corps, who passed on the 
remark to me, that he had been agreeably surprised to learn that the radius of 
action of these machines would not take them over the Russian frontier and back, 
“thereby showing that Great Britain was no longer maintaining her aggressive 
attitude against the Soviet Union.” The other incident was a remark by the 
Persian Ambassador congratulating me on the speedy arrival of the aeroplanes, 
which had thwarted the Soviet Ambassador’s endeavour to persuade Faiz 
Muhammad to let him send for an aeroplane to convey him and his family to 
Tashkent. M. Bahman added that the fact that they would almost certainly have 
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found no anti-rabic vaccine on arrival had not seemed to affect the eagerness 
with which M. Skwirsky had pressed his proposals. 

9. I am sending a copy of this despatch to the Secretary of State for India 
and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

W. K. FRASER-TYTLER. 


[N 4821/281/97] No. 15. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden.—(Received September 28.) 
(No. 126. Confidential.) 

Sir, Kabul, September 4, 1986. 

THE correspondence on the question of a civil air service in Afghanistan 
stopped short with the Government of India's express letter of the 13th June to 
the Secretary of State for India. Expression was given in that letter to the fear 
that if we made no further move in the matter the Afghan Government might 
enter into separate negotiations with the Soviet Government for a regular service 
from Termez to Kabul. Although that fear has, as reported in my telegram of 
the 3rd September (Katodon 78) proved to be groundless, I shared with the Govern¬ 
ment of India the apprehension that some development of the sort might be in 
progress, particularly since the arrival of the new Soviet Ambassador, who on first 
acquaintance appears to have acquired, during his long residence in the United 
States of America, something of the American capacity for “hustle.” I was, 
therefore, rather perturbed to learn from a member of my staff that M. Skwirsky, 
in offering to arrange for his passage to Europe, via Russia, had mentioned that 
a passenger aeroplane with seating for nine or ten persons would shortly be put 
in commission on the Kabul-Tashkent air service (vide paragraph 2 (b) of Kabul 
Intelligence Summary No. 35 of 1936). 

2. A chance remark by the Prime Minister at a recent interview on the 
subject of Faiz Muhammad’s journey to Moscow gave me an opening to refer in 
a casual way to what M. Skwirsky had said. The Prime Minister, in reply, 
embarked, as he frequently does, on a long history of the civil air case, from 
which I gleaned the following information bearing on the present position. 

3. Faiz Muhammad’s conversation with me reported in my telegram No. 60 
of 1935 was the outcome of a proposal by M. Stark for a permanent air service 
between Tashkent and Kabul. The matter was at the time urgent, since M. Stark 
was pressing that negotiations should be opened. While awaiting a reply from 
His Majesty’s Government, the Afghan Government had continued their conver¬ 
sations with M. Stark, but very soon found that he was quite unwilling to consider 
their proposals for a reciprocal service. As this condition was a sine qua non 
of further negotiations, and as His Majesty's Government did not seem to be 
interested in developing this service, the Afghan Government had dropped the 
matter, and had devoted themselves to the improvement of the motor road to the 
Oxus. This road was nearing completion. The Afghan Government were 
putting up nine or ten iron bridges, and Abdul Majid had been instructed to 
negotiate for the purchase in Europe of a number of postal and passenger lorries 
similar to those used on the desert route in Iraq and capable of traversing the 
sandy stretches between Mazar-i-Sharif and the Oxus. As for M. Skwirsky’s 
remarks about a passenger aeroplane, the Prime Minister knew nothing about it 
and had no intention of reopening negotiations at present, He would certainly 
let me know if the matter came up again. 

4. I trust that in taking this opportunity to clear up the position in regard 
to the civil air service 1 have not exceeded the general discretion granted me. 
Afghans are very often diffident about reminding, and yet liable to take offence 
if their enquiries are left unanswered, and I was much afraid that our prolonged 
silence on this question might have led them to believe that we had ceased 
to concern ourselves with the matter. The tenor of the Prime Minister’s remarks 
suggested that he was somewhat surprised to have heard nothing from His 
Majesty’s Government on a subject which, to judge from the manner in which 
it had been discussed in 1930, had obviously been of interest to them at the time. 
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Such replies as I gave in the course of the conversation were generally to the 
effect that, though His Majesty’s Government had by no means lost interest in 
the case, they would prefer to leave it alone until such a time as the Soviet and 
Afghan Governments raised it as a serious proposition, if they ever did. 

5. The position is now clear, but I am by no means certain that M. Skwirskv 
may not shortly bring the matter forward. The fact that he is putting a larger 
passenger aeroplane into commission on his present irregular service suggests 
that he does not contemplate abandoning the service altogether as soon as the road 
is finished. 

6. I am sending a copy of this despatch to the Secretary of State for India 
and to the Government of India 

I have, &c. 

W. K. FRASER-TYTLER. 


| N 5053/593/97] No. 16. 

Government of India, Foreic/n and Political Department , to the Secretary of State 

for India.—(Communicated by the India Office , October 10; Received 

October 12.) 

(No. 2282.) 

(Telegraphic.) Simla, October 9, 1936. 

ADDRESSED to Secretary of State for India. Repeated to Kabul, Nos. 2282 
and 245 respectively. 

Your telegram No. 2778 of 1st October, and Kabul telegram No. 81 : 
Military aircraft and pilots. 

We agree entirely in your general appreciation of importance of ensuring 
that Afghan Government should lean generally on us for building up their air 
force, and we recognise importance of inclining them to do so by meeting them 
as far as possible in training of pilots and mechanics. Conversations which 
officers of Royal Air Force have had with Afghan commandant at Peshawar and 
Karachi indicate that Afghans, under influence of Prime Minister, are most 
anxious, if possible, to avail themselves of our training and air organisation 
methods, and, to secure this, would be ready to take most, if not all, of aircraft 
from British sources. 

2. Afghan desiderata as regards type of aircraft are: (1) Rolls-Royce 
engines; (2) supercharged aircraft for high ceiling; (3) two-seater of Hind 
general type; (4) eight aircraft of this type at once, with suggestion made by 
commandant that up to twenty-four British aircraft might be taken. 

3. The Afghan Commandant indicated that they would not be satisfied 
with immediate training of less than ten pilots and ten mechanics, and for pilots 
he expected a much more comprehensive scheme of training than we had originally 
proposed. The pilots are evidently very unpractised and practically require 
training ab initio , which will involve use of our own aircraft in initial stages. 

The training he now requires is comparable to that which would usually be 
given by a special air mission, and, apart from serious interference and delay 
which this training would cause in normal work of depot, the cost, including an 
element to cover risk of loss of aircraft, would be over a lakh. 

4. The Government of India do not feel that they would be justified in 
offering free training on this scale, without clear, if confidential, assurance that 
the Afghan Government definitely intend to build up their air force mainly from 
British sources. Tt is true that, for the present at any rate, owing to credit 
system demanded by the Afghan Government combined with the difficulties of 
supply, it is not possible for us to make more generous offer than that set out in 
foreign telegram No. 1666, namely, five aircraft immediately, with further 
supplies in later [ ? years]. But should Afghans, in order to obtain immediate 
supply of eight aircraft with larger numbers in succeeding years, be prepared to 
repay us on more favourable terms, or to make substantial payment on delivery, 
we would agree to provision of eight aircraft forthwith, and also to provide free 
training for ten pilots and ten mechanics on scale requested. 

5. In the course of conversations with Royal Air Force officers at Karachi, 
the commandant’s training requirements grew day by day, and he anticipated 
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that, in addition to ten pilots and mechanics mentioned above, he would also 
require us to train up to full operational standard at least six officer observers, and 
subsequently to train thirty raw Afghan mechanics ab initio up to the stage of 
skilled aircraftmen. 

We are, however, not prepared to commit ourselves beyond training ten pilots 
and ten mechanics until we receive clearer indication of extent to which Afghans 
agree to take British aircraft, and also have experience of difficulties encountered 
in connexion with training of first batch of Afghan pilots and mechanics, and of 
expense and risk involved. 

6. There remains the difficulty of actual supply and delivery. In this 
matter we must, of course, depend entirely on His Majesty’s Government, but, in 
view of the important considerations urged in your telegram No. 2778, we assume 
that His Majesty’s Government will be prepared to ensure punctual delivery up 
to number required, drawing, if needful, on their own resources. 

7. We advise that Fraser-Tytler should be instructed without delay to 
negotiate with Afghan Prime Minister on the lines of this telegram and inform 
us of results without delay, including, in particular, his appreciation of value 
to be attached to any assurance offered by Prime Minister as to Afghan readiness 
to lean on His Majesty’s Government for development of air force. 

8. Reports of Royal Air Force officers’ conversations with Afghan 
commandant will be forwarded by air mail. 


[F 6580/84/61 J No. 17. 

Mr. Walton to Sir A. Metcalfe.—(Communicated by India Office , October 29.) 

My dear Metcalfe, India Office, October 29, 1936. 

THE Nepalese Minister called to see the Secretary of State on the 
22nd October. 

The notification about Bailey was first briefly mentioned, the Minister 
expressing the thanks of his Government for its cancellation. The Secretary of 
State told his Excellency that he quite understood the attitude of Nepal in this 
matter, and was happy to think that the episode was closed. 

General Krishna’s main object in seeking the interview was to explain that 
the Nepalese Government had decided to discontinue the old practice of sending 
presents to a new Viceroy on his arrival in India, as the status of Nepal did not 
warrant its continuance. He stated that he hoped that its cessation would not 
be misunderstood or interpreted in any way as due to lack of respect for the 
Viceroy. 

General Krishna also said that the Nepalese disliked the reference in 
Aitchison’s Treaties to the existence of this practice (This remark seems to be 
due to a misunderstanding, as the reference to the matter on p. 102 of Volume II 
of the 1909 edition of A itchison has disappeared in the present edition.) 

The Secretary of State said that he would look into the point, but felt sure 
that the reason for the Nepalese Government’s action in discontinuing the practice 
would not be misunderstood. He is now writing to the Minister, pointing out 
that the reference to the matter in the out-of-date edition of Aitchison was omitted 
from the current (1929) edition. 

Although General Krishna’s approach to the Secretary of State on this 
matter was, of course, personal, Lord Zetland gathered the impression that the 
Minister hoped that the Government of India would be informed of the Nepalese 
Government’s decision. 

We imagine that the sending of these ceremonial presents was a mere 
anachronism, and that there is no reason to regret its disappearance. 

The reference to this practice which appeared in the 1909 edition of 
Aitchison will of course continue to be omitted in future editions. 

Yours sincerely, 

J. C. WALTON. 



No. 18. 


[N 5622/4927/97] 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden.—(Received November 16.) 

(No. 146. Secret.) 

Sir, Kabul, October 21, 1936. 

I HAVE reported in my telegrams Nos. 92 and 96 that the Prime Minister 
of Afghanistan, his Highness Sirdar Muhammad Hashim Khan, developed a 
serious illness at the beginning of this month, and asked me to arrange for his 
journey through India, and for passages to be booked for him and his suite on 
the steamship Viceroy of India, due to sail from Bombay to Marseilles on the 
17th October. Arrangements were made accordingly, and his Highness left 
Kabul on the 12th October and was due to cross the frontier on the 14th October. 
He proposed to proceed direct to Paris, and thence to Berlin or possibly to Vienna, 
where he is to undergo an operation for what is officially described as a “ tumour 
on the thigh.” It appears, however, from what his Highness himself told me, and 
more particularly from information obtained by Captain Farrell, the Legation 
surgeon, in the course of a conversation with Dr. Rifqi Bey, the King's physician, 
who has accompanied the Prime Minister to Europe, that his Highness is probably 
suffering from cancer in its early stages. There can, however, be no certainty 
about this until after he has been examined by specialists in Europe. In any 
case, Captain Farrell tells me that there is no reason to suppose that the disease 
will prove immediately fatal, or that his Highness will be forced, at any rate for 
the next year or two, to retire from public life. It appears, however, that his 
father, Sirdar Muhammad Yusuf Khan, suffered for many years from a similar 
form of cancer, which eventually proved fatal, and although I believe that cancer 
is not hereditary, his Highness was obviously affected by the fear that it might be. 

2. It is, therefore, reasonable to hope that Muhammad Hashim Khan has 
for the present only temporarily left the stage of Afghan public life on which 
he has played so very prominent a part during the last seven years. But even 
the temporary absence of a man who has, since the death of his brother, Nadir 
Shah, in 1933, been virtually dictator of this country is bound to some extent to 
weaken the structure of the central Government, and to give rise to speculations 
on possible developments during his absence. It is impossible yet to say what 
line these developments will take, and in the following appreciation of the 
situation 1 can do no more than point to certain factors which may affect them. 

3. In some respects the Prime Minister’s departure comes at a favourable 
moment. It is very fortunate that his brother Sirdar Shah Wali Khan is in 
Kabul and after seven months’ association with the central Government has been 
in a position to take over the leins of Go\eminent from him with the minimum of 
dislocation. It is also fortunate that the Minister of National Defence, Sirdar 
Shah, Mahmud, is now on his way back from Europe, fully restored in health, and 
likely to be in Kabul before the end of the month. His personal popularity with 
the army and his influence in the Southern Province should do much to ensure 
tranquillity during the winter. It is also possible that the absence of the Prime 
Minister will give the King an opportunity to take a more prominent part in the 
direction of public affairs than he has done hitherto. Fie is still absurdly young 
for his position as ruler of this most difficult country, but reports indicate that 
he is developing quickly and is already showing signs of that quiet strength ot 
character and far-seeing judgment which distinguished his father. 

4. On the other side of the picture is the fact that there is in Afghanistan 
a considerable body of opponents to the present regime, drawn principally from 
adherents of the ex-King, relatives of those who have either been destroyed or 
driven into exile in the last few years, and merchants and others whose business 
has been ruined and activities curtailed by the economic policy of the present 
Government, and by the strong measures taken by the Prime Minister to combat 
bribery and corruption. To this must be added a rather nebulous body drawn 
from the ranks of the young intelligentsia of Kabul, who are vaguely dissatisfied 
with monarchial Government and favour the establishment of a republic. 

5. In a report which I had the honour to submit to you more than a year 
ago (my despatch No. 70 of the 27th June, 1935), I commented on the existence 
of this “opposition” and noted that it would probably continue as a natural, 
but innocuous factor in the life of the country, so long as the Prime Minister 
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remained alive. My forecast has so far proved correct, but when I made it T 
did not contemplate the possibility of the Prime Minister vacating office at an 
eai’ly date, even temporarily, while still remaining alive. His illness will 
undoubtedly encourage the opponents of the Government, and an attempt at a 
coup d’Etat during his absence is possible, particularly if the ex-King’s party 
could contrive his assassination while in Europe; but it is, on the whole, improbable 
provided that the country in general remains quiet. 

6. I see no reason at present to think that the internal tranquillity of the 
country will be disturbed and so furnish an opportunity for the plotters. The 
next two or three months have an evil reputation for unrest, based on the 
occurrences of 1928. But the country is now in a very different state from what 
it was then, and with the autumn exodus of the nomads in full swing one of the 
most formidable internal dangers is temporarily removed. 

7. Of the external dangers the one most likely to affect the stability of the 
Government is a recrudescence of the Mohmand troubles. In a recent despatch 
(No. 138 of the 3rd October, 1936) I supported the proposals of the Government 
of the North-West Frontier Province that the case against Badshah Gul and the 
recalcitrant section of the Upper Mohmands should be placed before the Afghan 
Government and that they should be asked to co-operate in bringing about a 
peaceful settlement of the present difficulty over the maintenance of the Nahakki 
road. I see no reason to alter my opinion that if the Government of India intend 
to bring about a settlement of this question, if necessary by coercive measures, it 
would be advisable in the first place to discuss the whole matter with the Afghan 
Government and give them a chance to avert a crisis. But when I formed this 
opinion I was relying on the pressure which the Prime Minister is able to exert on 
the Upper Mohmands through his influence over Badshah Gul, and on the fact 
that if he failed he should at any rate be in a position to control the Afghan 
tribes should the Government of India be forced to extreme measures, such as an 
air blockade, against the British Mohmands. It seems very doubtful whether 
Shah Wali carries at present the same, or indeed any, weight with Badshah Gul, 
or whether in the event of a crisis developing in the next few months the central 
Government would be strong enough to resist even the same measure of public 
pressure which was brought to bear on them in 1935. In the circumstances, it 
would seem advisable that any measures which the Government of India may 
wish to take to restore the Mohmand situation in the next few months should not 
include proposals which might involve them in hostilities. 

8. I am sending a copy of this despatch to the Secretary of State for India 
and the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

W. K. FRASER TYTLER. 


|'N 5573/281/97] No. 19. 

Mr. Eden to Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler (Kabul). 

(No. 117.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , November 17, 1936. 

I HAVE considered your despatch No. 126 of the 4th September, and I 
approve your language to the Afghan Prime Minister regarding the possible 
establishment of air services in Afghanistan, as reported therein. 

2. I enclose a copy of correspondence on this subject between the Air 
Ministry and the India office,( l ) in view of which you may, if you think it 
desirable, make a further communication to the Afghan Government, using your 
discretion whether to make it forthwith, with reference to the enquiries made 
by the Afghan Minister for Foreign Affairs on the 1st June, 1935, or to wait 
until the question again comes to the fore. In any such communication you may 
pass on to the Afgnan Government the information regarding the commercial 
possibilities of an air service across Afghanistan contained in the third 
paragraph of the Air Ministry’s letter of the 6th October and in the enclosure 


( l ) Not printed. 
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thereto, and explain to them that a service across Afghanistan could not compete 
with the three services via the Persian Gulf in respect of through traffic between 
Europe (for example, Berlin) and the East, and that, as it would operate over a 
country of limited commercial development, such intermediate traffic as it might 
attract would be most unlikely to make it profitable from a commercial point of 
view. You may indicate that this suggests that the Soviet Government’s interest 
in the matter may have ulterior and non-commercial motives. If it should be 
necessary to say anything regarding the use of Farah as a base, the arguments 
suggested in the second paragraph of the Government of India’s express letter 
of the 13th June may be used at your discretion. As regards the annual cost to 
the Afghan Government of their share of a service between Kabul and India, the 
figure of 3 lakhs of rupees, indicated in the Government of India’s express letter 
of the 9th December, 1935, may be given as a very broad approximation, with 
the warning that much would depend upon the character of the service. 

3. You may inform the Afghan Government that, for these reasons, His 
Majesty’s Government cannot advise them to pursue the project for an air service 
across Afghanistan. If you make your communication forthwith, you may say 
that I assume that, in view of the abandonment of this project for the present, 
the Afghan Government do not now expect an answer to their enquiry whether 
His Majesty’s Government would exercise their option to co-operate in a service 
from Kabul to India, but that I shall be grateful if you are kept informed of 
any developments. 

I am, &c. 

ANTHONY EDEN. 


| N 5831/593/97] No. 20. 

Afghan Minister to Mr. Eden.—(Received November 25.) 

(No. 1161.) 

Sir, London , November 24, 1936. 

I HAVE the honour to say that my Government desires to employ several 
British nationals in her various branches of air services. I hope that it may not 
be beyond the scope of the kindness of His Majesty's Air Ministry to propose and 
recommend the names of some suitably qualified candidates. I shall, therefore, 
be grateful to receive an estimation of the qualifications and terms of service 
agreements of applicants for the following appointments :— 

(1) A mechanical engineer for the repair depots. 

(2) A mechanic, to be employed either at a workshop or accompany a pilot on 

flights. 

(3) A mechanic for machinery and electric work. 

(4) A pilot-instructor, who could give both theoretical and practical training 

on the ground; and who, if needed, may be able to fly for instructional 
purposes. 

(5) An observator, who, possessing the necessary qualifications, could train 

the students in aerial-radio work, also in aerial telephonv, and air- 
photography, both in theory and practice, on the ground and in the air. 
' (6) An aerologist, who, having been thoroughly conversant himself with the 

work, could instruct students both in theory and practice of aerology. 

With the assurance of my high consideration. 

Yours sincerely, 

ALI MOHAMMAD. 
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[N 3913/655/97] No. 21. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received November 30.) 

Sir, India Office, November 28, 1936. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for India to transmit to you, with 
reference to Kabul despatch of the 9th May, 1936, for the information of the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of a despatch from the Government 
of India to the India Office, dated the 4th November, 1936, on the subject of 
railway construction in Afghanistan. 

I am, &c. 

S. F. STEWART. 


Enclosure in No. 21. 

Government of India to India Office. 

Sir, New Delhi, November 4, 1936. 

I AM directed to refer to Mr. Walton’s letter dated the 12th March, 1936, in 
which the Secretary of State asked for the present views of the Government of 
India towards the question of a through railway connexion between India and 
Russia. 

2. The Government of India have read with much interest Colonel Fraser- 
Tytler’s despatch No. 65 dated the 9th May, 1936, and have since re-examined 
the whole question in the light of both the remarks contained in that despatch 
and also of the views previously expressed by various authorities on the same 
subject. The general conclusions at which they have arrived may be summarised 
as follows: — 

(a) It is manifest that the Afghan Government will be unable to undertake 
without outside financial assistance any large schemes for railway construction 
either in North or South Afghanistan. His Majesty’s Minister’s latest reports 
on the oil concessions granted to American interests represented by Mr. Hart 
suggest that these are unlikely to produce royalties sufficient to justify any large 
railway construction programme. Mr. Fox’s investigations and report on the 
coal resources of Afghanistan are more encouraging, but it is difficult to see how 
his somewhat grandiose schemes are to be financed in their initial stages. The 
position, as stated by him, is that coal is present in abundance in Afghan 
Turkestan and that if that coal can be cheaply transported to Kabul or its 
vicinity Afghanistan ought to achieve some real industrial prosperity. The 
only method of cheap transportation possible is, in Mr. Fox’s view, the con¬ 
struction of a railway either over or round the Hindu Kush Range to meet another 
railway from Kabul to Herat. This is an entirely different scheme from that 
which the Afghan Foreign Minister had in mind and, although its promise of 
commercial success is no doubt greater than that of railways in Southern 
Afghanistan, the physical difficulties to be overcome and also the cost of 
construction will be increased out of all proportion. The Government of India 
are not, of course, in a position to anticipate the reactions of the Afghan Govern¬ 
ment to Mr. Fox’s recommendations but, even if they should decide to pursue the 
scheme in spite of the obvious dangers involved in thus improving communications 
between Afghan Turkestan and Russia, the question of finance will still remain 
to be solved. 

(b) It will be remembered that the Committee of Imperial Defence examined 
the whole question very carefully in 1928 and formed the opinion that railway 
construction in Afghanistan was desirable on political, economic and commercial 
grounds, but that from the strategical point of view there was much to be said 
both for and against any such proposal. They therefore recommended that His 
Majesty’s Minister should receive proposals from His Majesty King Amanullah 
sympathetically and should report for orders. Further examination by the 
Government of India and the General Staff in India resulted in the general 
endorsement of these conclusions and in the expression of a preference for the 
construction of railways from Landi Khann to Kabul rather than from Chaman 
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to Kandahar. For reasons explained in Kabul despatch No. 65 of 1936 the whole 
question has remained in abeyance for the last seven years, and the Minister has 
now come to the general conclusion that should the Afghan Government ask for 
advice on the question of railway construction every effort should be made to 
dissuade them from the idea, partly on the grounds of strategical and political 
expediency, and partly on the grounds that the finances of Afghanistan cannot 
at present stand so heavy a burden. With this view the Government of India are 
disposed to agree. From the strategic aspect this opinion is based on the view 
that the existing “non-conducting” qualities of Afghan territory constitute an 
appreciable insurance of the security of India. At the same time, I am to point 
out that the Government of India consider it most undesirable to give rise to any 
impression in the Afghan mind that His Majesty’s Government are anxious by 
opposing railway construction to impede industrial progress in Afghanistan or 
the development of the mineral resources of that country. Should therefore the 
Minister find that the Afghan Government are determined, in spite of the financial 
and other difficulties referred to above, to proceed with a programme of railway 
construction either in Northern or Southern Afghanistan they would recommend 
that His Majesty’s Government should ask for further particulars as regards the 
co-operation desired from the Indian side and should at least endeavour to induce 
the adoption of the Indian standard gauge in preference to the Russian gauge. 

3. A copy of this letter is being forwarded to His Majesty’s Minister, Kabul. 

I have, &c. 

FI. A. F. METCALFE. 


[N 5972/593/97 ] No. 22. 

Mr. Eden to Ali Mohammad Khan. 

Sir, Foreign Office, December 5, 1936. 

IN reply to your note of the 24th November regarding the training of Afghan 
aviation students in India, I have the honour to inform you that the attitude of 
His Majesty’s Government on this question and on the connected questions of 
the number of aircraft which they are prepared to sell to the Afghan Government, 
and of the terms on which they are to be sold, is as set out below; and His 
Majesty’s Minister at Kabul has been instructed to approach the Afghan 
Government on these lines. 

2. As regards the supply of aircraft which can be made available (subject 
to satisfactory terms of payment being arranged), six “Audax” or “Hinds’’ 
can with certainty be made available during the present financial year. As 
regards possible further supplies, His Majesty’s Government are earnestly 
desirous of meeting the Afghan Government’s requirements to the greatest 
practicable extent, and, subject to the arrangement of satisfactory terms of 
payment, it is hoped that it may be possible to make available in 1937 and 1938 
sufficient aircraft to meet their further requests, provided definite information 
is given soon of the exact types and the number of machines required and the 
date on which delivery is desired or the period over which it can be spread. The 
practicability of meeting the requirements of the Afghan Government largely 
depends on this information being given as much in advance as possible. 

3. As regards the terms of payment for any aircraft supplied during the 
present financial year, there are two alternatives. They are either that payment 
for five aircraft delivered in the present financial year should be made in six 
equal annual instalments, the first of which would be due on delivery, or that 
aircraft up to eight could be supplied on credit during the present financial 
year provided they are available and provided the Afghan Government can agree 
to shorter credit terms or make a more substantial payment on delivery. The 
terms of payment for further possible supplies would have to be negotiated after 
Ilis Majesty’s Government have been informed of the requirements of the Afghan 
Government. 

4. As regards the training of pilots and mechanics the Government of India 
are willing, subject to what is said in the following paragraph, to offer free 
training at Karachi for ten pilots and ten mechanics on the scale suggested by 
Muhammad Ihsan Khan while in India. The question of training further 
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students could be considered after experience has been obtained in connexion 
with the training of the first batch of Afghan pilots and mechanics and of the 
expense and risk involved. 

5. The question of training is connected with that of the proportion of 
their new machines which the Afghan Government wish to obtain from British 
sources. The Government of India’s scheme for training contemplates that it 
would be carried out mainly on the Afghan Government’s own new machines. 
Moreover, the cost of training ten pilots and ten mechanics to the Government 
of India would be 1 lakh of rupees (£7,500), and if the Government of India incur 
this expense, they wish that it should confer the maximum benefit to the Afghan 
Government. The value of the training will be enhanced if a substantial 
proportion of the machines which the pilots will subsequently fly and the 
mechanics maintain are similar to those on which they have been trained. The 
offer regarding training is therefore based on the anticipation that, in their 
own interests, the Afghan Government will purchase a substantial proportion 
of their machines from British sources, so far as His Majesty’s Government can 
supply their requirements. They recognise, however, that their ability to supply 
the Afghan requirements depends on the extent of the latter and that, if the 
Afghan Government wish for cheap machines, British sources may not be able 
to supply them, although of course His Majesty’s Government will do their best 
when they know the Afghan requirements. If His Majesty’s Government's 
anticipation that a substantial proportion of the new Afghan aircraft will be 
British is not fulfilled, this would be a new factor which would have to be taken 
into consideration in connexion with the question of training. 

6. I hope to be able to reply shortly to the further enquiry contained in 
your note of the 24th November. 

I have, &c. 

ANTHONY EDEN. 


[N 6377/593/97] No. 23. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden.—(Received December 22.) 

(No. 119.) 

(Telegraphic.) Kabul, December 21, 1936. 

YOUR telegram No. 89. 

2. Afghan Minister’s request appears to mark change in Afghan policy. 
On arrival in 1929 Nadir speedily removed Russian personnel from air force, since 
when it has been neglected, while assistance in military training has been sought 
from German, Turkish and Italian sources. So far as I am aware, no request has 
hitherto been made for British or Russian military or air force instructors, while, 
on one occasion at any rate in last four years, Prime Minister expressed himself 
unable to engage British engineers for road construction on grounds that Russian 
suspicions would immediately be aroused. Compare also Afghan attitude in 1935 
over supply of arms from British sources (Kabul telegram No. 10 of 1935, 
paragraph 4.) 

3. Present request seems, therefore, to be based on some or all of the follow¬ 
ing considerations:— 

(a) Anglo-Russian relations have, in Afghan opinion, so far improved that 

Russia no longer fears aggression from India (see paragraph 8 of 
Kabul despatch No. 119 of 1936), and so, is not likely to be much 
disturbed if British personnel are engaged to train Afghan air force; 

(b) German penetration into Afghanistan and Iran is already causing 

Russians some concern, and they might become seriously alarmed if 
number of German instructors were engaged for air force; 

(c) Of the other possible countries from which to obtain instructors, France is 

not on particularly good terms with Afghanistan, and Italy is still 
viewed with suspicion; 

(rf) Commandant of the Afghan air force may have been impressed by his 
treatment in India and England and efficiency of British air force; 

(e) British air technical experts have high reputation, and if Afghanistan 
is to base her air force on British machines and training, natural 
corollary is engagement of British technical instructors and mechanics. 
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4. Attitude of His Majesty's Government to this request. General policy 
of His Majesty’s Government is based on the desire for a friendly and stable 
Afghanistan. In military and air matters fulfilment of this policy has hitherto 
taken the form of supply of war material on easy terms, and no effort has been 
made to influence the training of Afghan forces by the introduction of British 
instructors. This is due to the following considerations :— 

(1) A disinclination to take any steps which might disturb Anglo-Afghan- 

Soviet relations; 

(2) A realisation that, after the experience of past history, an attitude of 

friendly detachment towards Afghan development would pay us better 
in the long run; 

(3) The adverse conditions to which foreign employees in Afghanistan are 

subjected. 

5. As regards (1) it appears, as I have stated, that Afghan Government no 
longer consider this factor to be of importance. His Majesty’s Government are in 
a better position than 1 am to say whether this estimate is correct or not. From 
local point of view, Russians would probably prefer to see British instructors 
here than German or Italian. The presence of any foreign air instructors, save 
their own, in Kabul, might, however, antagonise Soviet Government further 
against present Afghan regime. (2) The present request suggests that policy of 
detachment has been successful and that, at any rate so far as present central 
Afghan Government are concerned, we have lived down past history. In my 
opinion, this factor in our policy has now lost great part of its force, though 
employment of British instructors may still give a handle to anti-Government 
propaganda. (3) Conditions of life described in my telegram No. 37 still obtain, 
but are gradually becoming more tolerable. British employees of Marconis work¬ 
ing here under Afghan officials are reasonably satisfied with conditions, and 
personnel working under general direction of War Minister and air commandant 
should be well-treated 

6. My conclusions are that active assistance in training Afghan forces in 
Afghanistan would further our general policv toAvards the Afghan Government, 
provided that grant of such assistance does not unduly upset the Soviet 
Government. 

7. As regards the request iaoav under consideration, the following points 
appear of importance :— 

(1) Refusal would hardly seem consistent with His Majesty’s Government’s 

request already made that the Afghan Government should base their 
air force mainiv on British sources. 

(2) Acceptance would appear to involve acceptance of scheme for .training 

Afghan personnel in India, unless the present request is intended to 
replace the former one. 

(3) Refusal would probably mean the engagement of German or Italian 

personnel. 

8. If His Majesty's Government decide to accede to the request, the follow¬ 
ing points arise :— 

(a) Cost of personnel would probably, though not certainly, be too high for 

the Afghan Government. Would His Majesty’s Government be 
prepared to bear a proportion, as is, I believe, done by certain other 
countries whose nationals are employed here ? 

(b) Personnel would have to be carefully chosen and their contracts subjected 

to close scrutiny. 

(c) Possibility might be considered of recruiting personnel on lines similar to 

those which are, 1 believe, adopted for the British personnel in Iran. 
This would avoid giving the deputation the appearance of air force 
mission. 

(Repeated to Foreign, New Delhi.) 
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CHAPTER II.—TRIBAL AFFAIRS. 


[N 4639/7/97] No. 24. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to .Hr. Eden.—{Received September 16.) 
(No. 121. Secret.) 

Sir, Kabul, September 1 , 1936. 

YOU will have seen from the correspondence which has passed between the 
Government of India and the Government of the North-West Frontier Province 
during the past six months that the situation in Mohmand country is far from 
satisfactory, owing to the unwillingness of certain sections of the Mohmand tribe 
to implement the terms of the agreement for the maintenance of the Yusuf Khel- 
Nahakki Road, announced to them on the 15th October, 1935. In March last the 
Government of India asked the North-West Frontier Province Government for 
an expression of their views on the action to be taken should the attitude of 
the Mohmands continue unsatisfactory (Government of India telegram No. 35 of 
the 19th March), and these views were given in paragraphs 7 and 8 of the North- 
West Frontier Province Government’s express letter of the 23rd March. Things 
appear in no way to have improved since this letter was written, and I understand 
from semi-official sources that the Government of India may find themselves 
obliged before long to undertake measures to restore the situation, presumably 
on the lines indicated in the letter from the North-West Frontier Province 
Government quoted above. 

2. The question of what measures should be taken is, of course, entirely 
one for His Majesty’s Government and the Government of India to decide, and l 
have neither the desire nor the competence to comment on the proposed course 
of action. Should, however, the negotiations take an unfavourable turn, a 
situation might well arise involving the Afghan Government very closely, and 
it is on this aspect of the case that I have the honour bo address you. My object 
in so doing is to give His Majesty’s Government and the Government of India 
full opportunity of considering both sides of this question before they decide 
on the action to be taken. 

3. His Highness the Prime Minister has repeatedly in the past requested 
me to keep him personally informed of any matter connected with frontier 
politics which seems at all likely to lead to trouble involving both Governments. 
The object of this request is, ostensibly at any rate, a reasonable one. He desires 
to co-operate if he can in maintaining the peace of the border; if he cannot do so 
he wishes to have sufficient notice to enable him to prepare for eventualities. In 
the Mohmand affair of last year the situation developed so quickly that he had 
little or no opportunity for effective action until it was too late, with unfortunate 
results to the relations between our two countries. In the case of Abdullah Jan, 
which though less important is none the less unpleasant for the Afghan Govern¬ 
ment to face, the fullest information has been given him throughout the last 
nine months, with the result that he is now convinced that action is inevitable, 
and is prepared to co-operate to the best of his ability. It is not, of course, 
possible to carry this comparison very far since there are marked differences 
between the two cases, but the Prime Minister’s general attitude in regard to 
the Waziristan case at any rate suggests that it is not the dislike of the 
“forward" movement in itself which influences him, but rather the fear of 
consequences which may arise to himself and to his Government from such 
movement. 

4. Of no portion of the frontier is this so true as of the Mohmand frontier. 
The Afghan Government undoubtedly look on this border as the area of greatest 
danger to themselves from repercussions likely to be caused by any movements on 
our part towards it. On my return from Simla at the end of May 1 was greeted 
by the Foreign Minister with anxious enquiries as to the intentions of the 
Government of India towards the Mohmands. These enquiries were prompted 
by the receipt of information that the Deputy Commissioner of Peshawar had 
addressed a certain communication to the Upper Mohmands, and were accom¬ 
panied by the earnest request that I should furnish the Afghan Government 
with full information of any developments. My reply is given in my telegram 




No. 51 of the 2nd June to the Government of India, and I followed it up by 
sending to the Prime Minister a translation of the precis of his Excellency the 
Governor’s speech to the Upper Mohmands delivered at the jirga at Yusuf Khel 
on the 13th October, 1935. The Afghan Government are therefore fully informed 
of the situation as it was at the beginning of June this year. 

5. The question which I would put forward for the consideration of His 
Majesty’s Government and the Government of India is whether the Afghan 
Government should now be informed that the situation in Mohmand country 
continues to be unsatisfactory and may in the next few months compel the Govern¬ 
ment of India to take action to restore it, or whether they should be left in the 
dark as to the progress of events until such a time as His Majesty's Government 
and the Government of India have decided on their line of action. The answer 
to that question seems to me to depend mainly on whether the Government of 
India prefer to deal direct with all the Upper Mohmand tribes, including the 
Afghan sections of the Baezai and Khwaezai, and if negotiations fail proceed 
to action according to plan, or whether their desire to avoid a clash is sufficient 
to make them willing to enlist the help of the Afghan Government in inducing 
the Upper Mohmand clans to implement their undertakings. In deciding on 
which of these two courses to adopt, the following considerations seem relevant. 

6. There is no doubt that were the Afghan Government to be informed of 
the present situation they would make every endeavour to induce all sections 
of the Upper Mohmands concerned in the Yusuf Khel agreement to submit to 
its terms and so avoid a crisis. Whatever conditions we might impose when 
imparting such information, fear for their own safety would be uppermost in 
the minds of the Afghan Government, and it would be very difficult for the Prime 
Minister to abide by the rules, as he has done in the case of Abdullah Jan, of 
non-interference across the border. He would almost certainly use the strongest 
lever he possesses in the Mohmand country, namely, his hold over Badshah Gul 1, 
to bring both the Afghan and British sections of the Upper Mohmands to reason, 
and he would quite possibly be successful. What effect such success would have 
on tribal politics in the Mohmand country is beyond my competence to say. 

7. There is the further consideration that, as I understand, among the most 
recalcitrant of the Upper Mohmand tribes is a certain section of the Baezai who 
live in the Bohai Dag and are therefore nominally Afghan subjects, hi 1933 
my predecessor obtained the somewhat reluctant consent of the Prime Minister 
to direct dealing between these tribes and officers of the Government of India 
“in cases of emergency,” and to air action against them in certain specified 
cases (Kabul despatch No. 97 of 1933). In 1935 the Prime Minister virtually 
went back on this agreement (vide paragraph 3 of my telegram No. 95), and it 
was, I think, fortunate that air action over the Bohai Dag did not in fact take 
place. 

8. It seems to me open to question whether the present situation can be 
termed a “case of emergency” to bring it within the explanation given in 
paragraph 5 of Sir Richard Maconachie’s despatch referred to above. It is 
true that the agreement whose terms are now in question was made at a time of 
emergency which justified direct dealings with the Afghan sections of the Upper 
Mohmands, but that emergency appears no longer to exist. In such circumstances 
the Afghan Government might well take exception to the summoning of these 
tribes, at any rate unless prior information had been given in Kabul of the 
situation, and an opportunity afforded the Afghan authorities of co-operating 
in an attempt to settle a matter in which their own tribes were involved. They 
would have still more cause for dissatisfaction if negotiations undertaken without 
their knowledge were to fail and the Government of India be forced to proceed 
to coercive action by land or air against the Afghan Mohmands living across 
the presumptive line. The Prime Minister’s attitude when faced last year with 
a request for permission for air action in the Bohai Dag leaves me in no doubt 
that a similar request made this year would be met with an unqualified refusal. 
It is a matter for consideration whether His Majesty’s Government would in 
the face of such refusal feel themselves in a position to authorise coercive action 
which might in the sequence of events necessitate an infringement of the 
presumptive border. If on the other hand, the Afghan Government were now 
informed fully and frankly of the situation and the measures proposed to deal 
with it, and their co-operation invited, His Majesty’s Government would be in a 
much better position, if the joint efforts of the two Governments were then to 
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fail, to impress on the Afghan Government the necessity for coercive measures. 
I would not suggest that the Prime Minister would even in that event find it 
much easier to agree to an infringement of the Afghan border, but the justification 
for such infringement would be more patent. 

9. In placing these questions before you for consideration I am fully aware 
that the present difficulties may be solved and the necessity for any sort of coercive 
action against the Upper Mohmands may never arise. At the same time events 
are liable to move swiftly on the frontier, and His Majesty’s Government and 
the Government of India will, I feel sure, agree that it is as well to consider 
all the possibilities which may arise from any course of action before embarking 
on it. 

10. I am sending a copy of this despatch to the Secretary of State for India, 
the Government of India and his Excellency the Governor of the North-West 
Frontier Province. 

I have, &c. 

W. K. FRASER-TYTLER. 

P.S.—This despatch was drafted beftme receipt of the memorandum 
No. 3133 P.C. of the 29th August, 1930, from the Chief Secretary to Government 
North-West Frontier Province. 

W. K. F.-T. 


(N 5082/7/97] No. 25. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden.—(.Received October 13.) 

(No. 136.) 

Sir, Kabul, October 1, 1936. 

IN the past twelve months I have observed a tendency in official circles in 
India to credit the Afghan Government with the desire to extend their influence 
in British tribal areas, with the object of maintaining their control over our tribes 
and of frustrating the policy of the Government of India to penetrate further into 
the tribal belt and to consolidate their position up to Durand Line. This point of 
view has reached me through various unofficial channels, in private letters and in 
conversations with officials who have stayed in this Legation, and for this reason 
I have not hitherto considered it necessary to comment on it officially. It has now, 
however, reached me in a concrete form. In their memorandum No. 3133 P.C. 
dated the 29th August, 1936, the Government of the North-West Frontier Province 
have drawn attention to an apparent marked increase in intercourse between 
Afghan officials of the Eastern Province and British tribesmen in Bajaur, 
Mohmand country and Tirah. They have pointed to the fact that evidence of 
such intercourse is widespread, that on the Indian side of the line it is confined 
exclusively to tribesmen hostile to British interests, and that it comes at a time 
when a position of extreme delicacy has arisen in British Mohmand country and 
in Tirah. They notice that the results of this intercourse are to stiffen the 
resistance of the tribes to the extent of defiance of British authority, and that this 
state of affairs is to be attributed largely to the attitude towards our tribesmen of 
local Afghan officials, including the Governor of the Eastern Province. They 
conclude that this attitude “ is not merely acquiesced in by the Afghan Govern¬ 
ment, but inspired by it, from the same motive, viz., a desire to foil our frontier 
policy.” 

2. This allegation is a very serious one. It is, 1 think, the first time since 
1923 that so grave a charge of action unfriendly to His Majesty’s Government 
has been brought officially against the Afghan Government. If it is substantiated, 
it constitutes not only a serious breach of treaty relations, but a complete failure 
to implement undertakings freely given and frequently repeated. If held to be 
proved, it would, in my opinion, warrant His Majesty's Government breaking off 
all further negotiations for arms, aeroplanes, and economic exchanges, and would 
justify a very much stiller attitude on their part towards the relations of the 
Afghan Government with the tribes. It would, in fact, be the most unfriendly 
step the Afghan Government could take short of a close alliance with the Soviet 
Government. It follows, therefore, that before deciding whether or not to accept 
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the view of the North-West Frontier Province Government, His Majesty's Govern¬ 
ment and the Government of India should not only consider carefully the evidence 
now produced, but should also review the recent history of their relations with the 
Afghan Government to discover any possible reason for the present development 
or any motive which might induce the Afghan Government to adopt so dangerous 
a policy. I propose in a following despatch to comment in detail on the actual 
evidence produced by the North-West Frontier Province Government and to 
suggest methods of dealing with the situation. I will at present confine myself to 
a brief review of the more general aspects of the case. 

3. To do this I must go back a little in history, since it has been made evident 
to me that the basis for this belief in Afghan double-dealing is the fact that the 
present policy of the Afghan Government was formulated by the late King Nadir 
Shah, and that this same Nadir Shah was the man who was our bitterest and most 
successful opponent in the war of 1919, who consolidated his success and won 
freedom for his country mainly by the aid of the tribes, and who maintained his 
anti-British attitude and his championship of the Afghan connexion with the 
tribes throughout the long negotiations of 1921. It is frequently argued that the 
leopard could more easily change his spots than Nadir Shah his fundamental 
opposition to our forward policy. 

4. But those who hold this belief forget the years between. In 1921 Nadir 
Shah was at the zenith of his power under the Amanullah regime. He was 
Commander-in-chief of the army, the victor of Thai, the darling of the tribes, and 
the hero of the country whose freedom he had won. The next three years brought 
him first disillusionment and then disgrace, tie saw the King whose power he 
had established wasting the country’s resources in extravagance, neglecting the 
army, and ignoring the welfare of the people. His advice was disregarded and 
his views looked on with suspicion. Finally, in 1924, when the very tribes who 
had welcomed him on his march to the Kurram only five years before rose against 
the Government of which he was a member, he was removed from his command and 
sent virtually in exile to take charge of the Afghan Legation in Paris. There, 
in the next five years, in Europe, he came under influences far different from 
those he had experienced in Afghanistan. He saw in Great Britain the one stable 
factor in the welter of European post-war politics and he enjoyed the personal 
friendship of the then British Ambassador in Paris, Lord Crewe, whose kindness 
he never forgot. At the same time, he came under the influence of the strong 
personality of his brother, Muhammad Uashim Khan, whose experience as 
Afghan Minister in Russia had imbued him with a violent, almost fanatical 
hatred of all things connected with bolshevism. Is it to be wondered at that after 
such experiences as these Nadir Shah returned to his country in 1929 with his 
outlook widened and his views changed 11 as to the means by which the interests 
of his country could best be served ” (vide paragraph 5 of Kabul despatch No. 163 
of 1933)? 

5. But in order to serve his country he had first to get there, and to do so 
he employed means which have subsequently appeared to be out of keeping with 
his professions of friendship and loyalty to his undertakings. lie summoned the 
British tribes to his aid, against the wishes of the Government of India, and with 
their aid he took Kabul and crushed the subsequent outbreak in the Koh-i-Daman. 
Having done so he granted pensions to certain of his more prominent supporters, 
and dismissed them to their homes. The payment of these pensions has been and 
continues to be a source of friction. 

6. But apart from this he followed, I believe consistently, the policy he laid 
down in his conversation with my predecessor recorded in Kabul despatch No, 63 of 
1930, to which 1 would invite attention and particularly to the last part of Enclo¬ 
sure No. 1 (C), wherein it is stated that “ the whole frontier policy of the Afghan 
Government would be actuated by a desire for peace on both sides of the frontier 
and a spirit of true friendship towards His Majesty's Government.” In support 
of my belief. 1 would draw your attention to your predecessor’s despatch No. 53 
of the 3rd July, 1934, from which I infer that, at any rate up to that date, His 
Majesty’s Government were fully satisfied with the conduct of the Afghan Govern¬ 
ment in its relations with the frontier tribes. 

7. It remains, therefore, to consider what has occurred since 1934 to cause 
the Afghan Government to depart from their fixed policy of true friendship 
towards His Majesty’s Government and to embark on the perilous policy of 
stirring up our own tribes to resist us. Politically, they consider themselves little, 
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admission of failure. His tale of success, however meagre, will lose nothing in 
the telling. Some vague expression of sympathy will be magnified into an 
assurance of solid support, and his subsistence allowance of a few Afghani rupees 
will be exaggerated to ten times its value. This is the view of a layman who 
knows little of tribal mentality, but from such knowledge as I have of human 
nature it seems a natural assumption to make. So long as the practice obtains 
whereby the Afghan Government are allowed to permit their officials to receive 
our tribesmen, so long will the tribesmen, in times of crisis, return to their country 
with exaggerated stories of Afghan sympathy and support, partly in the hope of 
encouraging their fellow malcontents to continue their resistance to our demands 
and partly in order to increase their own influence in the tribe. Nor is it, so far 
as I can see, possible, for reasons which I have given in my despatch No. 136, to 
induce the Afghan Government to abandon this practice at present. 

3. I will now turn to the actual evidence recorded in the North-West 
Frontier Province Government’s memorandum No. 3133 P.C., and will begin for 
reasons of convenience with the sections dealing with the Afridis (paragraph 11). 

I have during the past summer been watching with some interest the record in 
the diary of the consul at Jalalabad of thb influx of Afridis into Mama Khel, 
and have wondered whether the regularity with which they have come and gone 
has been due to an increase in the numbers of Afridis visiting the Governor or 
to the fact that the consul, having been many years in the Khyber, knows the 
Afridis well and is therefore better able to record their movements than was his 
predecessor. However that may be, the consul records a number of small parties 
visiting the Governor between the end of June and the middle of August, and, 
as he has little to occupy his time in Mama Khel, and also has my instructions 
to watch the movements of Afridi visitors, he probably includes all who actually 
come there. The total amounts to about 250, if a party whose numbers are not 
specified is taken as twenty. They received allowances and were entertained at 
Government expense in normal fashion. The political agent, Khyber, reports 
that one of their number announced on his return that the Afghan Government 
would pay allowances to the Afridi tribe, and both the political agent and the 
consul report that the Governor of the Eastern Province expressed himself in 
favour of the retention of the offending picquets by the Sarishta party. As these 
two last reports are dated the 6th August and the 26th July respectively, they 
probably come from the same source. The consul further reports that a jirga of 
Afridis visited Kabul towards the end of July. No information of the visit of 
this jirga to Kabul has been obtained here, and, though certain individual 
Africlis visited Kabul during the festival of independence, this report is almost 
certainly untrue. 

4. It is for His Majesty’s Government and the Government of India to 
decide whether there is sufficient material in these reports to warrant a protest 
to the Afghan Government against undue interference with our tribes. This 
protest might be based on the fact, if it is a fact, that undue numbers of Afridis 
have visited the Governor in the last few months, or on the equivocal remarks of 
the Governor if these are held to be proved. As regards the former, I mentioned 
to the Prime Minister at the beginning of August ^hat the Governor seemed to 
be receiving a large number of visitors from Tirah, to which his Highness replied 
that he had no particular information on the subject, but that it was the usual 
practice at this time of the year among the Afridis, who tried to squeeze some 
money out of the Afghan Government before leaving their summer quarters for 
the Peshawar plains. As to the Governor’s remarks, I should think it was 
perfectly possible that he did say something which could be interpreted in the 
manner reported. But he would certainly deny having done so, and, though I 
have no desire to suggest that the word of the Governor of the Eastern Province 
should be taken before that of an Afridi malik, you will realise that without 
conclusive proof, which is rarely, if ever, obtainable, it is not easy to maintain 
this point of view before the Afghan Government. 

5. At the time of writing there appear to be some hopes of a settlement of 
the immediate Afridi problems. If these hopes should prove to be well founded, 
I would suggest that a formal protest against Afridi interference is hardly 
warranted, but that I should go over the evidence informally with the Prime 
Minister and urge on him, as I and my predecessor have frequently done before, 
the impropriety of the attitude of his local officials towards the Afridis, and the 
extreme short-sightedness of allowing the immediate needs of the situation to 
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blind them to the far greater danger that any sympathy they may show to this 
tribe may well precipitate a most serious conflict. In suggesting this course of 
action I am influenced by the fact that in the absence in Europe of the permanent 
heads of the Foreign and War Ministries and of the National Bank, the Prime 
Minister is at present carrying single-handed practically the whole burden of the 
administration of the country. He is overworked and overwrought and shows 
signs of breaking down under the strain. We have given him a tough nut to 
crack in the case of Abdullah Jan, and are proposing shortly to give him a 
tougher one in the case of Badshah Gul and the Mohmands. Although I have no 
intention of making any special plea on his behalf, it would, I think, on general 
grounds be advisable not to impose on him at present any additional burden, if 
this can be avoided. 

6. In regard to the Mohmands, the course of action proposed in the fifth 
and sixth paragraphs of the North-West Frontier Province Government’s 
memorandum No. 326 is in most respects so similar to that suggested in my 
despatch No. 121 that it is hardly necessarv for me to comment in great detail 
on the evidence produced in the third paragraph of memorandum No. 3133. Some 
of it, as the North-West Frontier Province Government indeed admit, is 
inaccurate or exaggerated, and some of it is not, I think, of much value in proving 
a case against the Afghan Government. The movements and pronouncements of 
the Faqir of Alingar are in keeping with what we know of the eccentricities of 
that dangerous fanatic, and his attempts to enlist the sympathies of, and obtain 
support from, the Afghan Government have been thwarted by the Prime Minister, 
who, so he recently told me, ordered a jirga of Bajaur and Mohmand malcontents 
under the Faqir amounting to several hundred to be turned back when attempting 
to cross the Kabul River. The movements of the Faqir himself are obscure. The 
Deputy Director, Intelligence Bureau, Peshawar, reports him as having been at 
Mama Khel in the middle of August with apparently a large following, and to 
have gone on from there to Kabul, where on the 21st August he was received by 
the Prime Minister, who refused to interfere in politics on the British side of 
the Durand Line, but gave him a donation for religious purposes. No confirma¬ 
tion of his visit is obtainable here, nor is the arrival of the Faqir at Mama Khel 
noticed in the consular diary of that week. Mama Khel is a small place, and it is 
difficult to imagine that a man of the Faqir’s importance, accompanied by a large 
following, should have stayed there at that time without the consular officials 
getting wind of it. According to a later diary from the consulate, he arrived 
at Mama Khel on the 6th September and departed rather hastily on the 
9th September. Whatever the truth of these reports may be, there is no 
indication that he was given either sympathy or encouragement by the Afghan 
authorities. 

7. As regards Badshah Gul, his letter to his Excellency the Governor of the 
North-West Frontier Province is a curious document, not so much for the threat 
that it contains, of which I can indeed find little trace, as for its language, which 
bears a remarkable resemblance to the words so frequently used to me by the 
Prime Minister when pleading for a better understanding between the frontier 
authorities and the tribes. This is possibly an outcome of the Prime Minister’s 
frequent lectures to Badshah Gul this spring on the desirability of peace and 
good fellowship on the frontier. Another outcome of this visit is to be found in 
the rather absurd report contained in the Deputy Director’s, Intelligence Bureau, 
memorandum No. l/AR/36/1647-48 (enclosure II to the memorandum) that 
Badshah Gul when in Kabul was consulted on international political questions, 
which I only refer to here to illustrate how extremely difficult it is for the 
Afghans to maintain successfully the policy of running with the hare and hunting 
with the hounds. This report undoubtedly arises from the fact that the Prime 
Minister, so he told me, in despair at the attitude of Badshah Gul, turned the 
radio on for his benefit, to let him hear the voices of the nations speaking, and to 
try to induce this swollen-headed tribesman to appreciate that there were other 
and more important countries in the world than that of the Upper Mohmands. 
Badshah Gul, who probably thought the machine was an ingenious type of 
gramophone, appears to have used the incident merely to enhance his own 
prestige. 

8. Generally speaking, however, the gravamen of the charge brought by the 
North-West Frontier Province Government is that Badshah Gul, far from being- 
chastened by recent experiences, is once more constituting himself a champion of 
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the Upper Mohmands in opposition to Government, and is sending many 
emissaries to Jalalabad, partly in an attempt to secure Afghan support, but 
chiefly in order to increase his own importance. There is no evidence to show that 
the Afghan authorities have shown them special favours; on the other hand, 
there is nothing to show that they have in any way discouraged them. 

9. If therefore I am instructed to approach the Afghan Government on the 
lines suggested in memorandum No. 326, I would propose to give prominence to 
the adverse and dangerous effect which Badshah Gul’s relations with the Afghan 
Government continue to have. And while asking thb Prime Minister to 
co-operate in bringing the tribes to reason in the present instance, I would once 
again impress on him that there is no hope of permanent peace in Mohmand 
country, so long as these relations continue and the peace of the border is at the 
mercy of this irresponsible and fanatical firebrand. 

10. As regards Bajaur, I have few comments to make. The evidence shows 
that Badshah Gul and the Faqir of Alingar have endeavoured to persuade the 
local people to accept Afghan suzerainty and allowances. There is not in my 
opinion the slightest chance of the Afghan Government encouraging or agreeing 
to either of these proposals. As I have already stated, my information shows 
that the Prime Minister turned back a deputation which may, at the instigation 
of the Faqir, have intended to approach him with this object, but without further 
evidence I should be inclined to doubt whether the Bajauris are any more likely 
to seek the protection of the Afghan Government than are the Mohmands of the 
Bohai Dag. Badshah Gul’s activities will be dealt with when I discuss the 
Mohmand situation with the Prime Minister. 

11. Little evidence is produced to show that the Afghan Government them¬ 
selves have designs on Bajaur. They are said to be making a road from Sarkani 
into Afghan Mohmand country. This should be a matter for satisfaction if it 
means, as it presumably does, that they are starting on the difficult task of 
controlling their own Mohmands. An Afghan agent is said to make frequent 
visits to Bajaur, and is at present watching events at Nawagai. In view of the 
activities of our own intelligence agents in Afghanistan, it would perhaps hardly 
be wise to take exception to those of this individual unless there is evidence that 
he is engaged in subversive activities, nor to those of the agent who is reported 
to be visiting Swat. No further evidence of direct Afghan activity is produced, 
and, in view of the categorical assurances given me last year by the Afghan 
Ministers in regard to the Durand Line (my despatch No. 114 of the 11th October, 
1935), it would appear unnecessary to follow up the political agent’s suggestion 
that the Afghan Government should now be asked to state that Nawagai and 
Bajaur lie beyond their boundaries. If further evidence of their attitude in this 
respect is required, the incident of the Kotkai pretender of 1933 should furnish it. 

12. I am sending a copy of this despatch to the Secretary of State for India, 
the Government of India and to his Excellency the Governor of the North-West 
Frontier Province. 

I have, &c. 

W. K. FRASER-TYTLER,. 


| N 5988/7/97] No. 27. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received December 4.) 

Sir, India Office, December 3, 1936. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for India to transmit to you, with 
reference to a despatch from the India Office of the 12th October, 1936, for the 
information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of a despatch 
from the Government of India to the India Office, dated the 18th November, 1936, 
on the subject of Afghan interference with British tribes 

I am, &c. 

S. F. STEWART. 
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Enclosure in No. 27. 

Government of India to India Office. 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, New Delhi, November 18, 1936. 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith the comments of the Government of 
India on memoranda dated the 29th August and the 7th September, 1936, from 
the chief secretary to the Government of the North-West Frontier Province 
(which were forwarded under cover of Foreign Secretary’s confidential air mail 
letter, dated the 17th September, 1936), and despatches dated the 1st October, 
1936, and the 3rd October, 1936, from His Majesty’s Minister, Kabul, in so far 
as the question of interference by the Afghan Government in the affairs of the 
tribes on the British side of the Durand Line is concerned. 

2. After considering all the arguments put forward, the Government of 
India agree with His Majesty's Minister that there is not sufficient evidence at 
present of any deliberate wish or attempt on the part of the Afghan Government 
to foil the Government of India’s frontier policy, and that such dealings as 
Afghan officials undoubtedly have with British tribesmen are dictated largely by 
a desire on the part of the Afghan Government to avoid the accusation of being 
entirely subservient to British interests. 

3. It would require exhaustive enquiries, which hardly at present appear to 
be necessary, to discover whether Afghan interference with British tribesmen in 
Afridi and Mohmand country and Bajaur during recent months has been 
materially in excess of the normal. It is probable that as a result of the political 
situation prevailing on this portion of the frontier, the tribesmen have been 
visiting Afghanistan in greater numbers than usual, and there can be no doubt 
that these visits have caused embarrassment to the North-West Frontier Province 
Administration and increased the unsettled atmosphere among the tribes. 

4. In view of what has been said in paragraph 2 above, the Government of 
India no longer think it necessary to ask that His Majesty’s Minister should be 
instructed by His Majesty’s Government to make strong diplomatic protests 
against the recent activities of Afghan officials on the lines foreshadowed in their 
express letter, dated the 26th September, 1936. In reaching this decision they 
have been influenced not only by the arguments adduced by His Majesty’s 
Minister, but by the unexpected departure of the Prime Minister for Europe. 
During his absence it will be necessary so far as possible to deal gently with the 
Afghan Government and to avoid taking action which will probably only cause 
them embarrassment and annoyance without achieving the object desired. The 
Government of India think, however, that His Majesty’s Minister might be asked 
to draw the attention of the Acting Prime Minister informally to the complaints 
received regarding the relations of the Governor of the Eastern Province with the 
Afridis, and to such reports as those contained in paragraphs 6 and 7 of 
memorandum, dated the 29th August, 1936, from the chief secretary to the 
Government of the North-West Frontier Province and to point out to him the 
undesirable effects produced on the British side of the Durand Line by dealings 
between Afghan officials and our tribes. If this informal protest is ineffective 
and there is reason to think that Afghan officials are giving substantial encourage¬ 
ment to hostile elements among the Afridis, the Government of India will be 
compelled to reconsider the position and to recommend some more formal action 
for the consideration of His Majesty’s Government. 

5 With regard to the proposals of the North-West Frontier Province 
Government for dealing with the situation that has arisen in Afridi and 
Mohmand country, action against the Afridis has already been taken on the basis 
of our telegram No. 2295, dated the 10th October, 1936. and its results are 
awaited. The views of the Government of India regarding proposals- of the 
North-West Frontier Province Government for dealing with the situation in the 
Mohmand country will be stated in a separate letter. 

I have, &c. 

H. A. F. METCALFE. 
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CHAPTER III.—ECONOMIC AFFAIRS. 


[N 106/23/97] No. 28. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Sir Samuel Hoare.—-(.Received 
January 6, 1936.) 

(No. 140.) 

Sir, Kabul, December 10, 1935. 

I HAVE the honour to state that the following announcement appeared in 
the Islah of the 16th November, 1935 :— 

“As a result of enquiries which have been made with a view to the 
stabilisation of the rate of exchange between Afghani and Indian rupees, a 
Cabinet meeting was held at which it was decided that the rates for the sale 
and purchase of Indian rupees should be fixed as follows for the period the 
15th Aqrab, 1314 (the 8th November, 1935), to the 15th Sartan, 1315 (about 
the 8th July, 1936):— 

Purchase price. Sale price. 

100 Indian rupees... 365 Afghani rupees. 368 Afghani rupees.” 

Subsequent announcements have appeared fixing the exchange rate for the pound 
and other currencies on this basis. 

2. The Prime Minister recently commented to me on the disadvantages of 
a fluctuating exchange rate, which placed the currency at the mercy of speculators, 
and lamented the fact that he had not at present the resources to set up a 
stabilisation fund. This attempt to stabilise the currency by executive order must 
therefore be regarded as a rather hazardous experiment. Simultaneously with 
the issue of the order all private dealing in exchange has been forbidden, and on 
the 18th November ail the Hindu shroffs in Kabul were served with notice to 
vacate their premises. 

3. The rate of exchange during the latter half of October fluctuated between 
232 and 312 Afghani rupees to 100 Indian rupees, and it was probably fixed 
at a considerably lower rate to anticipate the fall which it was known would 
occur when the new notes were issued. These actually appeared in Kabul on the 
17th November. The issue is for the present confined to 5 Afghani-rupee notes 
and is limited in extent. The notes are attractive in design and well printed and, 
it is understood, have been prepared by a firm in Switzerland. Ten Afghani- 
rupee, 20 Afghani-rupee and 100 Afghani-rupee notes are also ready for issue; 
but the Afghan Government, who are proceeding very cautiously, will no doubt 
keep them in reserve until they are able to judge the effect of the issue 
already made. 

4. The appearance of the 5 Afghani-rupee notes in Kabul seems to have 
been taken calmly and to have had no particular effect on business. This is 
perhaps due to the limited extent of the issue, which may be judged from the fact 
that a few days ago a Legation cheque was cashed at the Afghan National Bank 
entirely in silver, the clerk apologising for not having any notes in hand. In 
Peshawar the issue of the notes is said to have caused the rate of exchange to 
slump immediately to 400 Afghani rupees : 100 Indian rupees. 

5. Conflicting reports are current regarding the amount of silver which the 
Afghani Government hold. According to Signor Mancioli, their financial adviser, 
who ought to be well-informed, they have silver bars in reserve sufficient to cover 
80 per cent, of the total contemplated issue of notes. The notes are certainly much 
more convenient to handle than the half Afghani-pieces and copper coins which 
formed the sole currency before their issue and, provided the Government continue 
to exercise due caution, there appears to be no reason why they should not be a 
success. 

6. A specimen of the 5 Afghani-rupee note already issued is enclosed.(') 

7. I am sending a copy of this despatch, without the enclosure, to the 

Secretary of State for India, the Government of India and His Majesty’s Senior 
Trade Commissioner in India. t u o, 

W. K. FRASER-TYTLER. 


(*) Not roproiluooil 
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[N 1408/1372/97] No. 29. 

Foreign Office to Board of Trade. 


Sir, Foreign Office, April 14, 1936. 

I AM directed by Mr. Secretary Eden to refer to Major Hay’s despatch 
No. 128 of the 9th November last (a copy of which was enclosed in the letter from 
this department of the 6th December) regarding commercial relations with 
Afghanistan, and to invite the observations of the Board of Trade on the Afghan 
Prime Minister’s statement reported therein, in the course of which he said that 
he would be glad to conclude an agreement with His Majesty’s Government or the 
Government of India for the development of Afghan-British trade, while at the 
same time suggesting as a matter of greater importance the visit of a representa¬ 
tive of British and Indian firms to negotiate actual business. 

2. Colonel Fraser-Tytler’s telegram No. 14, a copy of which is enclosed 
herein,( l ) indicates the kind of agreement which the Afghan Prime Minister 
may be presumed to have in mind. (It will, however, be observed from Kabul 
telegram No. 26, of which a copy is also enclosed,(‘) that no agreement with the 
Soviet Trade Agency has yet actually been signed.) Mr. Eden realises that there 
are great obstacles to the negotiation of an agreement of this particular kind 
between the Afghan Government and His Majesty’s Government, since it would 
presumably imply that individual firms in this country would have to undertake 
corporately to purchase over a given period not less than a defined quantity 
of Afghan produce. Mr. Eden is, however, of the opinion that it is not for this 
reason impossible to conclude any kind of commercial agreement with 
Afghanistan; and he feels that on various grounds, some of which are set out 
in paragraphs 4 and 5 below, it might be desirable to do so, if the Board consider 
that there are any practical means of achieving this. 

3. It would be necessary to consider whether negotiations between the 
Afghan Government and His Majesty’s Government should be separate from any 
negotiations between the Afghan Government and the Government of India, or 
whether it would be more advantageous for His Majesty’s Government and the 
Government of India to negotiate as partners. A copy of this letter is accordingly 
being sent by the India Office to the Government of fndia, whose views are being- 
sought on the question generally and on this point in particular. 

4. The Board will, no doubt, be aware from the copies of communications 
from His Majesty’s Legation at Kabul which they have seen (particularly from 
the quarterly economic reports for 1935 and from extracts from the diaries of 
the military attache to His Majesty’s Legation, such as those enclosed, with a 
copy of Colonel Fraser-Tytler’s covering despatch No. 138, in the letter from this 
department of the 13th January last) that the Afghan market appears to be 
falling progressively under the domination of Russian and Japanese trade, the 
former being assisted by the favourable geographical position of the Soviet Union 
in relation to the northern provinces of Afghanistan and by the State organisation 
of Soviet trade, the latter by the cheapness of Japanese goods. This tendency 
is undesirable on political grounds, and would appear to be prejudicial to the 
long-term interests of British and Indian trade, for the following reasons: 
The Afghan Government have recently shown a determination to improve their 
balance of trade by keeping in the country as far as possible the profits derived 
from manufacturing and dealing in the raw materials to be found there. It is 
clear that even a rudimentary industrialisation of the country will require 
considerable imports of machinery from abroad, and there is definite evidence that 
Germany, Russia and Japan are ready to offer favourable terms for its supply. 
If, therefore, the Afghan programme were only moderately successful and if no 
steps are taken to improve British-Afghan trade relations, the United Kingdom 
and India might find themselves in future years excluded from an increasing- 
market of some potential importance bv previously established Afghan trade 
connexions with other countries. 

5. The apparent improvement in the general financial and economic 
situation of Afghanistan revealed by the latest reports from His Majesty’s 
Legation at Kabul will, if it is maintained, presumably facilitate the realisation 


( l )Not printed. 
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of the economic plans of the Afghan Government and will encourage them to 
conclude agreements as soon as they can for the regulation over a period of years 
of the exchange of goods between their country and foreign countries which can 
supply what they require. 

6. I am to explain that paragraph 5 of Colonel Fraser-Tytler’s memorandum 
of the 4th November refers to the fact that in 1935, when the Afghan Government 
had represented that their financial position was precarious, an offer was made 
to send a British financial expert to examine it on the spot with a view to advising 
His Majesty’s Government and the Afghan Government as to any measures which 
might be taken to improve it. The Afghan Government unfortunately have 
hitherto declined this offer; but there is no reason to think that they would refuse 
to renew such facilities as were granted to the trade delegation sent to 
Afghanistan by the Government of India in 1934, a copy of whose report was 
transmitted to your department by the Department of Overseas Trade. The 
Export Credits Guarantee Department have also recently been approached with 
regard to the possibility of assisting a particular transaction between a British 
firm and the Ashami Company; but they are not hopeful of being able to take 
any useful action in the matter. It is probable, however, that in negotiating for 
the placing of orders the Afghan Government will invariably seek to obtain 
credit terms; and in this connexion it will be remembered that, in the course 
of the conversation with Mr. Eden recorded in the latter’s despatch to Kabul 
No. 17 of the 5th February last (a copy of which was enclosed in the letter from 
this department of the 12th February), the Afghan Minister for Foreign Affairs 
made a request for a banking credit to the Afghan Government of between 
£500,000 and £100,000 for the purchase of British goods. This request was 
promised consideration, but no reply to it has yet been given. 

7. I am also to enclose a copy of telegraphic correspondence with His 
Majesty’s Minister at Kabul and of unofficial correspondence between the India 
Office and the Department of Overseas Trade regarding the proposed visit of 
the managing director of the Ashami Company to this country,(') from which it will 
be seen that there is a prospect of some development of the Afghan export of 
Persian lambskins to this country. As the Board are aware, these goods provide 
by far the most important article of export from Afghanistan, and it is on their 
sale that the Afghan commercial structure must for the present be based. 

8. Copies of this letter are being sent to the India Office, who have concurred 
in its terms, to the Treasury, to the Department of Overseas Trade and to the 
Export Credits Guarantee Department. 

I am, &c. 

W. R. CONNOR GREEN. 

(')Not printed. 


[N 2472/23/97] No. 30. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden.—(Received May 4.) 

(No. 46.) 

(Telegraphic.) Kabul , May 4, 1936. 

COPY by mail to Government of India and to His Majesty’s Trade 
Commission in India. 

2. I had long discussion on 30th April with Abdul Majid, who had been 
sent by Prime Minister to explain position regarding Platt’s cotton mills (my 
telegram, Solo No. 31, of 30th March, 1936). 

3. Abdul Majid said that general economic position of Afghanistan was 
improving, and that they had nearly succeeded in balancing trade. Their trade 
relations with Russia and Germany were now on satisfactory basis, but whereas 
twenty-five years ago 64 per cent, of their imports came from Britain, the figure 
had now fallen to less than 5 per cent. They no longer imported Lancashire 
textiles, and 66 per cent, of piece-goods entering Afghanistan came from Japan, 
who took nothing in return. Position was unsatisfactory, and was made more 
so by the fact that Afghanistan was spending money abroad through lack of 






machinery to manufacture raw material at home. Consequence was that she 
could not afford to pay cash for machinery, and was obliged to ask for credit 
Such credit was forthcoming in Germany and Russia, but not in Britain, who 
manufactured the most reliable machinery, and with whom, for every reason, 
Afghanistan would like to trade. 

4. Moment was now favourable for improving business relations with 
Britain, as Afghanistan had reached stage, through establishment of monopoly 
companies, where Government could control raw materials and only required 
machinery and expert advice to develop internal trade in manufactured goods. 
Such development would produce favourable trade balance and enable Government 
to purchase material abroad, which could not be manufactured in Afghanistan, 
for road construction, bridges, irrigation, &c., essential for the economic progress 
of the country. He was most anxious to initiate business in Britain on these 
lines, and felt sure it would develop to economic and political profit of both 
countries. He mentioned figure of £1 million sterling as sum Afghan Government 
was likely to spend in next few years in Britain if trade conditions were 
favourable. But he was handicapped by unwillingness of British firms to trade 
save on basis which Afghanistan could not at present afford. Only British firm 
which had so far ventured to risk money in Afghanistan was Marconi. 

5. I replied with frank exposition of attitude of the British towards the 
country, which we were anxious to help, but which had in recent years passed 
through so many vicissitudes and wasted so much money on unprofitable enter¬ 
prise. I also mentioned difficulty of utilising export credit system in cases of 
this sort. At the same time I undertook to convey his remarks to His Majesty’s 
Government. 

6. Abdul Majid’s remarks followed, to certain extent, lines of conversation 
reported in Kabul Overseas Trade despatch No. 1 of 1935, but there is considerable 
difference in the position now as compared with a year ago. General position of 
the country is more stable, and monopoly companies are making good profits in 
trade principally with Russia. But Faiz Muhammad has, I think, reported 
unfavourably on the economic position of Europe generally, except Britain. It 
is at any rate worth noting that since his return I have heard of two cases in 
which representatives of companies in London are making good prog less in 
negotiations for 450,000 lamb skins, and that Ashami Company seem anxious to 
do business with British firms. 

7. The moment seems favourable to encourage this tendency, even at a small 
risk to His Majesty’s Government. Abdul Majid suggested a method by which 
this could be done in the case of Platt’s cotton mills, for details of which see my 
immediately succeeding telegram. I would urge that his proposals should receive 
full consideration, if only for the purpose of encouraging him to visit London to 
get in touch with British business circles. 


[N 2766/259/97] No. 31. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden.—(.Received May 25.) 

(No. 60. Confidential.) 

Sir, Kabul, May 2, 1936. 

THE military attach^ to this Legation reported in paragraph 15 of his 
Intelligence Summary No. 1 of 1936 the arrival in Kabul of Mr. C. C. Hart, 
formerly United States Minister at Tehran, who had engaged in a hunt for oil 
concessions in Persia, and was now believed to be doing the same thing in 
Afghanistan. 

2. Mr. Hart put up at the Kabul Hotel, called on no one, and was seen 
nowhere in diplomatic circles in Kabul. I was therefore somewhat surprised 
when a few days ago he asked leave to call on me. Now that he has paid his 
call, I am still rather at a loss to know why he came. I can only presume that 
his affairs had reached a point at which he was obliged to unburden himself to 
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someone, and that he chose me as a person likely to be interested in what he had 
to say. 

3. Mr. Hart began by remarking that his story was of a highly confidential 
nature, but might afford material for an interesting report to my Government. 
He had been, as I knew. American Minister in Tehran, and while there had been 
interested in the possibility of an oil concession in North-Eastern Persia. He 
had also gone across the Afghan border, without the leave of his Government, and 
had inspected the oil-well at Tirpul, near Herat. There was nothing much to be 
seen on the surface at Tirpul beyond some signs of oil seepage, but on excavating 
to a short distance below the surface his engineer had come on more favourable 
indications of the presence of oil, and had extracted certain samples of rock which 
he had sent for analysis to America. 

4. The analysis was favourable, and when Mr. Hart returned to America 
the oil interests with which he was concerned agreed to ask for a concession from 
the Afghan Government to exploit the oil-fields of Afghanistan. For two years 
no reply was received to this request, but in October last Mr. Hart was invited to 
come to Kabul and negotiate for a concession. He arrived in January and opened 
discussions. He soon found that the Minister of Commerce was incapable of 
conducting business negotiations, and that the Prime Minister was determined 
to grant the concession on his own terms and not on those of the company. His 
counter-proposals were based on the terms recently concluded between the Anglo- 
Persian Oil Company and the Iranian Government, but both the royalty and the 
percentage of profit payable to the Afghan Government were higher. He asked 
for a pipe-line to run to Chahbar on the Persian coast, and restricted the area of 
the concession to the Herat and Kandahar Provinces. Mr. Hart pointed out that 
a pipe-line through Baluchistan to the Mekran coast would be shorter and 
cheaper; it would run through a country where law and order prevailed, and 
he foresaw that negotiations with the Government of India would be far easier 
than with the Government of Iran. The Prime Minister was adamant on this 
point, and said that on no account would he agree to a pipe-line passing through 
any part of India. 

5. It was, however, the restriction of the area which hit the company 
hardest. Their original request had been for a concession to cover all 
Afghanistan, partly because they were seeking in Afghanistan for what they had 
failed to obtain in Iran, namely, an extensive field for exploitation, and partly 
because Mr. Hart was convinced that the really profitable oil-producing area 
would be found north of the Hindu Kush in the Provinces of Maimana and 
Badakshan. The Prime Minister, however, insisted that the Afghan Government 
wished to retain these areas for themselves, and when pressed to extend the area 
of the American concession, had reluctantly thrown in the Eastern Province. 

6. Negotiations had reached this point when the Foreign Minister returned 
to Kabul. At an interview last week he informed Mr. Hart quite frankly that 
he knew nothing about the American concession, and had, while in Europe, given 
a contract to the Compagnie francaise des Petroles to carry out a ten weeks’ survey 
of Afghanistan, including the northern provinces, and to submit a report. He 
begged Mr. Hart, however, to proceed with his negotiations. Mr. Hart had 
telegraphed to his principals suggesting that all negotiations should be broken off. 
He expected to leave Kabul in a few days’ time. 

7. I thanked Mr. Hart for his interesting story, and said I presumed his 
company was seeking a prospecting concession only, and were not prepared to 
commit themselves to the vast expense of constructing a pipe-line to Chahbar 
merely on the strength of the analysis of a few pieces of rock from Tirpul. 
Mr. Hart said that, on the contrary, his company were prepared to negotiate a 
full concession for the exploitation of the oil-bearing regions of Afghanistan. 
Had this been granted to them, they would have gone ahead with negotiations 
with the Iranian Government for permission to construct the pipe-line; but they 
were not prepared for a restriction of the area, or for the inevitable bargaining 
which would ensue with another competitor in the field. 

8. I forward this story for what it is worth, in case it may be of interest 
to oil concerns in England. Mr. Hart did not impress me very favourably, and 
I made few comments, partly through ignorance of the subject under discussion 
and partly because I was all the time waiting for a request for some quid pro quo 
in return for this otherwise gratuitous narrative—but none came. When he had 
finished his tale Mr. Hart rose abruptly and took his leave, saying that he would 
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probably leave Kabul within a week. He gave me the impression of seeking to 
convey, whether truthfully or not, that the possibilities of finding oil in 
Afghanistan in marketable quantities were considerable. 

9. An interesting point is the Prime Minister’s refusal to consider a pipe¬ 
line through India. ] can only ascribe this attitude to a desire to avoid giving 
India a further lever, in addition to the one they already possess in their control 
of the importation of arms, with which to bring pressure on the Afghan 
Government. He may also perhaps be influenced by the fear which is, I know, 
latent in his mind, that the days of the British in India are numbered, and that, 
even perhaps before the pipe-line were finished, he would be dealing with a 
Hindu Raj in Delhi, backed possibly by the Japanese. 

10. I am sending a copy of this despatch to the Secretary of State for India 
and to the Government of India. 

T have, &c. 

W. K. FRASER-TYTLER 


[N 3208/233/97] No. 32. 

Mr. Eden to Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler (Kabul). 

(No. 71.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, June 26, 1936. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith for your information a copy of a despatch 
from the Secretary of State for India to the Government of India, enclosing a 
copy of correspondence between the India Office and the Treasury, relative to the 
responsibilities incurred by His Majesty’s Government and the Government of 
India in regard to the incidence of the expenditure involved in granting material 
assistance to Afghanistan. 

I am, &c. 

ANTHONY EDEN. 


Enclosure in No. 32. 

Secretary of State for India to the Governor-General of India in Council. 
(Secret.) 

My Lord, India Office, June 18, 1936. 

WITH reference to the telegram of the 6th April, 1936, from your 
Kxcellency’s Government in the Foreign and Political Department, and connected 
correspondence regarding expenditure on material assistance to Afghanistan, I 
approve the establishment for this purpose of the fund described in the enclosed 
copy of an exchange of letters with the Treasury. 

2. A copy of this despatch and its enclosures will be sent to His Majesty’s 
Minister, Kabul. 

I have, &c. 

ZETLAND. 


Sub-Enclosures. 


( 1 ) 


India Office to Treasury. 


Sir, India Office, April 29, 1936. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for India to say that the Government 
of India have raised the question of the incidence between imperial and Indian 
revenues of expenditure incidental to the execution of the policy of His Majesty’s 
Government in regard to Afghanistan. They desire that some limitation should 
be placed on their future liabilities under this head. 









76 


2. The Government of India are ready to continue to bear the annual 
expenditure on His Majesty’s Legation at Kabul and the consular establishments 
in Afghanistan, which amounts approximately to 4,45 lakhs of rupees a year. 
They also propose to set aside from Indian revenues a fixed annual sum for 
expenditure on material assistance rendered to Afghanistan to maintain her 
friendship and stability. They propose to fix this annual appropriation at 
5 lakhs of rupees a year (i.e., more than the average of the expenditure during 
the past thirteen years for this purpose), and they have provisionally transferred 
a sum of 5 lakhs of rupees in their accounts for the year 1935-36. The balance of 
this annual appropriation over the actual expenditure in any one year would be 
taken to reserve, where it would accumulate up to a maximum of 25 lakhs of 
rupees, this high maximum of the proposed reserve being allowed for the 
purpose of providing against emergencies such as that of 1930-31, when 10,000 
rifles, with ammunition, and the sum of about £175,000 were given to the Afghan 
Government. As a corollary of the establishment of this special fund the 
Government of India would naturally expect that in future, if expenditure which 
could not be met from the fund were required on some object of policy in relation 
to Afghanistan which both His Majesty’s Government and the Government of 
India agreed was desirable, its incidence would form the subject of discussion 
between the two Governments, which would proceed on the presumption that 
India had already, by the voluntary establishment of the special fund, fulfilled 
her own obligations in respect of additional expenditure of an ordinary kind; and 
the Government of India would, therefore, trust that, in the event of further 
expenditure (beyond the capacity of their fund) being required, the case for its 
being borne or shared by His Majesty’s Government would be favourably 
considered, especially if its object was primarily to counter some specific danger 
of Russian penetration in Afghanistan. 

3. I am to enquire whether the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury are 
prepared to give the general undertaking which the Government of India desire 
to have before establishing the proposed fund. 

4. In this connexion the Government of India have given an assurance that 
endeavours would be made to draw gradually on the fund during the first few 
years of its existence and thus to give time for a reserve to accumulate. They 
would, moreover, furnish annual statements for submission to the Lords 
Commissioners, showing the expenditure incurred, the general position of the 
fund and probable future commitments. I am also to explain that if it were 
decided to incur any expenditure on the subsidising of industry in Afghanistan 
or the grant of a credit to the London branch of the Afghan National Bank, it is 
not contemplated that such expenditure would fall upon the fund. 

5. A copy of this letter is being sent to the Foreign Office. 

I am, &c. 

L. D. WAKELY. 


( 2 ) 


Treasury to India Office. 


Sir, Treasury Chambers , May 21, 1936. 

I HAVE laid before the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury 
Sir Leonard Wakely’s letter of the 29th April on the subject of the incidence 
between imperial and Indian funds of the expenditure incidental to the execution 
of policy in regard to Afghanistan, and I am to request you to convey to the 
Secretary of State for India the following reply. 

2. My Lords note that the Government of India, in addition to continuing 
to meet the annual expenditure on His Majesty’s Legation at Kabul and on the 
consular establishments in Afghanistan, propose to set aside annually a fixed sum 
of 5 lakhs of rupees, commencing in 1935-36, for expenditure on material 
assistance rendered to Afghanistan to maintain her friendship and stability. 
Any sum unspent from this annual appropriation would be carried to reserve, 
where it would accumulate up to a maximum of 25 lakhs of rupees. The 
Government of India would endeavour to draw gradually on the fund during the 
first few years, and thus give time for a reserve to accumulate. 
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3. If in future expenditure which could not be met from this fund were 
required on some object of policy in relation to Afghanistan which both His 
Majesty’s Government and the Government of India agreed was desirable, my 
Lords would be prepared to discuss its incidence, and if satisfied as to the 
necessity for the proposed expenditure, would consider the making of a 
contribution from imperial funds towards such expenditure as could not be 
defrayed from the fund. It will be appreciated that parliamentary sanction 
would be required for any contribution from imperial funds. 

4. My Lords note that they will be furnished with an annual statement 
showing the expenditure incurred, the general position of the fund and probable 
future commitments, and that if it were decided to incur any expenditure on the 
subsidising of industry in Afghanistan or the grant of a credit to the London 
branch of the Afghan National Bank, it is not contemplated that such 
expenditure would fall upon the fund. 

I am, &c. 

R. V. NIND HOPKINS. 


[ N 3693/259/97] No. 33. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytier to Mr. Eden. — [Received, July 20.) 

(No. 86.) 

Sir, Kabul, June 25, 1936. 

IN my despatch No. 60, dated the 2nd May, 1936, I reported a conversation 
with Mr. Hart, formerly American Minister in Tehran, on the subject of oil 
concessions, at the close of which he informed me that the company he represented 
were not prepared to compete with French concession hunters in Afghanistan, and 
that he expected to leave the country in a few days’ time. He did so, in the middle 
of May, but returned a week or so later, accompanied by an American geologist. 
He called on me by appointment a few days ago, and continued his story from the 
point he had left it at our previous meeting. 

2. It appears that his request for a visa to enable him to leave Afghanistan 
on his return to America had upset the Afghan Government considerably. The 
Foreign Minister had sent for him and begged him not to leave precipitately. Faiz 
Muhammad repeated his previous statement that, when he had negotiated with 
the French company in Paris, he was not aware that Mr. Hart was actually in 
Afghanistan and negotiating with the Afghan Government for the oil concession. 
Had he known this, he would not have invited other companies to participate. 
He asked that Mr. Hart should at least see the Prime Minister before he left. Mr. 
Hart agreed to do this and took the opportunity to impress on Faiz Muhammad 
the risks now attending the grant to a French company of an oil concession in 
Northern Afghanistan. He pointed to the significance of the Franco-Soviet Pact, 
and to the tendency in France at present towards extreme socialism, if not 
communism, as manifested in the recent elections. He hinted at the likelihood of 
a further rapprochement between the French and Soviet Governments leading to 
possible Soviet participation in any oil concession in Northern Afghanistan, 
particularly in the matter of providing expert engineers and drillers from the 
oil-fields of Baku. 

3. How far the Afghan Government were influenced by this rather clever 
propaganda it is difficult to say, but at his interview Mr. Hart found that the 
Prime Minister’s attitude had changed considerably since he had last seen him. 
His Highness said that, so long as the French were in the field, he could not, of 
course, make any definite promises, but he gave Mr. Hart to understand that he 
did not treat the French mission very seriously and that he had every intention of 
giving a comprehensive concession to the Americans as soon as the French were 
out of the way. He gave way on the question of the area of the concession, and 
told Mr. Hart that his company might choose any five provinces they liked in 
Afghanistan for their operations. Even as regards the pipe-line, his Highness 
was very much more accommodating. He maintained his preference for a line to 
Chahbar, but without much conviction, and on Mr. Hart reiterating the 
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advantages of a line through British Baluchistan, he agreed to leave this question 
to the decision of the company. He suggested that an agreement to cover the 
concession might be signed in Europe in September by Faiz Muhammad when he 
visited Geneva to attend the autumn session of the League of Nations, and asked 
that, in the meanwhile, Mr. Hart should obtain the services of an expert geologist 
and make an exploratory tour in Northern Afghanistan. Mr. Hart agreed to this 
and sent for Mr. Clapp, the company’s geologist, who did the journey from New 
York to Delhi in under three weeks. They expected to leave for the north in a 
week or two. 

4. As on the previous occasion, I adopted the role of listener, and only put in 
an occasional question to clear up some obscure point. When, however, Mr. Hart 
referred to the passage of the pipe-line through India, I asked him to take note 
that, if I did not criticise the proposal, this did not necessarily mean that I con¬ 
sidered it feasible, or that I had any views as to the attitude of my Government in 
the matter. It would presumably be a matter for discussion and negotiation when 
the time came between the Government of India and the Afghan Government. 
Mr. Hart agreed, but said that he hoped there would be no insuperable difficulties 
in the way of such negotiations. 

5. The whole project seems so fantastic, particularly in view of the very 
slender evidence so far obtainable of the presence of oil in marketable quantities 
in Afghanistan, that I find it difficult to take Mr. Hart seriously. But he seems 
to take himself seriously, and is much elated at the favourable turn which the 
negotiations have taken. The only fly in the ointment, so he told me, was the 
impending arrival in Kabul from Calcutta of two representatives of the Standard 
Oil Company, who might perhaps get in his way. 

6. I am sending a copy of this despatch to the Secretary of State for India 
and to the Government of India. 

I have. &c. 

W. K. FfUSEE-TYTLER. 


[N 2277/233/97] No. 34. 

Foreign Ojfice to Treasury. 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 18, 1936. 

I AM directed by Mr. Secretary Eden to request you to bring to the attention 
of the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury paragraph 7 of his 
despatch No. 17 of the 5th February and paragraph 5 of his despatch No. 18 
of the 11th February last to His Majesty’s Minister at Kabul, copies of which 
have already been transmitted to their Lordships, and also subsequent unofficial 
inter-departmental correspondence regarding the Afghan Government’s request 
for a credit to be used in the purchase of British goods. 

2. After consultation with the Secretary of State for India, Mr. Eden has 
decided to communicate this request officially to their Lordships, in the hope 
that they will give it favourable consideration. One method of granting the 
request would be for the Export Credits Guarantee Department to undertake a 
substantial portion of the risk in respect of approved contracts between the 
Afghan State Monopoly Companies and United Kingdom manufacturers. An 
alternative, which is, in fact, what the Afghan Government have requested, would 
be to open a banking credit up to a stated sum in favour of the Afghan National 
Bank, to be spent on approved purchases of British goods within a fixed period. 
In either case it would be desirable to encourage the Afghan Government to 
proceed at the outset with caution in contracting commitments, and for this 
reason the sum involved might be limited at this stage to, say, £100,000. Detailed 
proposals will be worked out if their Lordships agree in principle to the grant of 
financial assistance to the Afghan Government. 

3. In considering this proposal their Lordships will presumably desire to 
have as full an account as possible of the development of the present economic 
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situation of Afghanistan and of the economic and political reasons which, in 
Mr. Eden’s opinion, make it desirable that the Afghan request should be granted. 
The best summaries available of the economic development of Afghanistan over 
recent years are those contained in the economic sections of the annual reports 
on Afghanistan by Elis Majesty’s Minister at Kabul for the years 1934 and 1935, 
copies of which were transmitted to their Lordships in the letters from this 
Department of the 15th August, 1935, and the 10th June, 1936. These excellent 
summaries may be supplemented by the despatches from His Majesty’s Minister 
at Kabul, Nos. O.T. 6 of the 15th June, 1934. and O.T. 9 of the 6th November, 1934, 
copies of which are enclosed herein,(') and, for the more recent period, by the 
quarterly economic reports on Afghanistan enclosed in Kabul despatches 
Nos. 121 E. of the 26th October, 1935, 10 E. of the 20th January and 52 E. of the 
21st April, 1936, copies of which have been sent to the Treasury. Copies of the 
quarterly reports for the first three quarters of 1935 are available if their 
Lordships desire more detailed information on that period. The latest expression 
of the views of His Majesty’s Minister at Kabul on the economic situation is that 
given in Colonel Fraser-Tytler’s telegram No. 46 of the 4th May last, a copy of 
which is enclosed herein.(') The only other available data are the figures for 
Soviet-Afghan trade derived from Russian sources and communicated by His 
Majesty’s Embassy at Moscow. Those for 1935 were enclosed in Foreign Office 
letter of the 4th April last. Those for 1932-34 are enclosed herein.(') Their 
Lordships will he aware from the telegram from His Majesty’s Minister at 
Kabul, No. 53 of the 7th June, that a Soviet-Afghan Trade Agreement has just 
been concluded. It is difficult to assess the exact effect of this on Soviet-Afghan 
trade, particularly as the figures given do not cover Afghan exports of Persian 
lamb or Afghan imports of cotton textiles, but at least in some commodities it 
seems to involve a considerable increase in that trade. Some notes on the 
procedure laid down for the compilation of the Afghan budget are also enclosed 
herein,(‘) for their Lordships’ information, though it is doubtful how far this 
procedure is followed in practice. 

4. Mr. Eden is not aware of any outstanding foreign obligations of the 
Afghan Government, apart from the German credits mentioned in the annual 
reports referred to above (the extent to which these have been drawn upon is not 
known) and the obligation to pay the Government of India in six annual instal¬ 
ments (the first of which has already been paid) of the purchase price, amounting 
to £60,000, of 5,000 rifles with ammunition supplied by them last year. 
Negotiations are, however, in progress at Kabul for the purchase of further rifles 
in the near future from His Majesty’s Government, on the same terms as regards 
payment by instalments, to the value of £81,875. They have also been offered 
by the Government of India an annual supply of ammunition of the value of 
about £17 600, payment being made one year in arrear. It is also proposed to 
offer them aeroplanes on credit to the value of about £30,000 this year and 
additional aeroplanes in future years, the intention being to supply about twelve 
aeroplanes in all. The liability for loss in respect of these transactions would 
fall on the Government of India’s Afghan Reserve Fund. 

5. The salient facts which emerge from the information available seem to ' 
be as follows: The Afghan economy is a primitive one, exports consisting of 
natural products and raw materials produced in the country without much 
processing, such as skins, fruit, wool, cotton and carpets, and imports being 
composed largely of machine-made goods, such as textiles and hardware, sugar, 
oil, tea and, latterly, motor vehicles and machinery. The staple export is that 
of Persian lamb-skins, of which about a million are exported annually, the present 
price being about 30s. per skin at Peshawar. The Afghan economic position has 
both the weakness and the strength of primitive economies; it is dependent on 
the world prices of a few primary products, and is thus particularly liable to 
the effects of depressions. The economic machinery is undeveloped, and its 
control is rendered difficult by the absence of trustworthy or comprehensive data; 
oil the other hand, the economic structure of the country can, owing to its very 
lack of complication, continue to function in conditions which would prove fatal 
to a more highly articulated system. To this must largely be attributed the 
success of the Afghan authorities in surviving the series of difficulties which 
beset them in 1934, and in establishing the monopoly companies which now control 
their foreign trade. 


(’) Not printed. 
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6. All the available evidence, moreover, and particularly the repeated 
failure of the Soviet Government to obtain a full commercial agreement of the 
type which they have sought with Afghanistan, shows clearly that the Afghan 
Government are determined not to become entirely dependent on trade with the 
Soviet Union, if this can by any means be avoided. By this policy the Afghans 
sacrifice a certain amount of profit which they could easily make, e.g., by buying 
all their supplies of petrol from the Soviet Union rather than, as now, obtaining 
about half their supplies from India at an enhanced price, but they are evidently 
anxious at all costs not to follow the fate of Persia and lay themselves open to 
economic pressure from the Soviet Government whenever the latter may choose 
to apply it. Finally, it is clear from a considerable amount of evidence, and 
especially from the statement of the managing director of the Afghan National 
Bank reported in Kabul telegram No. 46, that the Afghan authorities are sincere 
both in their desire to purchase machinery, &c., abroad, if possible from the 
United Kingdom as well as from other sources, and in their professions of 
inability to pay for such imports except on credit. 

7. Mr. Eden is aware that, at first sight, their Lordships may consider that 
so primitive and, until recently, so unstable a country is not a suitable recipient 
for a British credit; but there are a number of political and economic factors in 
the case which, in his view, should outweigh such considerations. Some of the 
reasons for encouraging British trade with Afghanistan have been set out in the 
letter from this Department to the Board of Trade of the 14th April last, and in 
an unofficial letter to the Export Credits Guarantee Department, a copy of which 
is enclosed herein.(*) They may be summed up as follows : The Afghan Govern¬ 
ment are so evidently determined to develop the proposed industrialisation of 
Afghanistan that they will not be deterred by the absence of support from His 
Majesty’s Government, and if this development fails, the economic and political 
consequences might be so marked as to endanger the stability of the present 
regime, which is most friendly to His Majesty’s Government, who have often 
affirmed their conviction that the existence of a stable and independent 
Afghanistan is a factor of first importance for the defence of India. It is 
therefore to the political advantage of His Majesty’s Government that the 
programme should not fail, and, if it succeeds with their participation, the result 
should be materially as well as politically profitable to British interests. If, 
however, it succeeds without it, but with the participation of other countries who 
have shown their readiness to help, British traders will find themselves shut out 
of an increasing market, both because traders of other countries will have 
established connexions there, and because the Afghan Government, who have the 
power to divert trade into any channels they choose, are not likely to welcome 
trade with a country which has refused to help them before the result of their 
efforts was clear. The Soviet Government and German traders have shown that 
they are willing to incur some risk now in supplying goods to Afghanistan in the 
hope that they may thus establish a position which will be profitable to them if 
and when Afghan industrialisation succeeds. Soviet trade with Afghanistan 
may not at present be greater than geographical and other permanent factors 
make inevitable. (His Majesty’s Minister at Kabul is being asked for his views 
on this point.) But in view of the experience of Persia in this connexion, there is 
no reason to think that it will remain at its present level, and Soviet predominance 
in Afghan trade could not from any angle be regarded with equanimity by His 
Majesty’s Government. Nor, surely, can they remain indifferent, from the point 
of view of British trade interests and of their general policy, to this most 
advanced manifestation of the German trade “ drive ” in the Near and Middle 
East. 

8. Until recently it was thought that His Majesty’s Government could 
safely disinterest themselves in the Afghan efforts towards economic self- 
sufficiency; the grandiose schemes of King Amanullah seemed to offer little 
prospect of profit to foreign interests, and it was feared that friction might 
result from commercial disputes between Europeans and Afghans, and that the 
primitive nature of the Afghan judicial system might lead to incidents affecting 
non-Moslem British subjects employed in Afghanistan. To a certain extent these 
dangers still exist; but the present Afghan Government realise their country’s 
shortcomings in this respect, and it is likely that they would do their utmost to 

( l ) Not printed. 
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prevent trouble arising from this cause. In general, Mr. Eden appreciates the 
arguments such as those set out in Sir Bichard Maconachie’s despatch No. O.T. 9 
of the 6th November, 1934, and in Colonel Fraser-Tytler’s telegram No. 46 of 
the 4th May, 1936, that the policy of His Majesty’s Government might now with 
advantage be modified in this respect. Since the third Afghan War that policy 
has had to be directed mainly to the removal of Afghan suspicions of British 
intentions. In the last few years it has met with success largely through the 
constant efforts of His Majesty’s Minister at Kabul and of the Government of 
India—at least as far as the Afghan Government are concerned (though some 
fanatical elements of the population still cherish anti-British feelings); but if 
British-Afghan relations are to develop further, or even to be maintained at their 
present satisfactory level, the time has now arrived, in Mr. Eden’s opinion, for 
His Majesty’s Government to make some more positive contribution to their 
improvement if the Afghan Government are to remain convinced that British 
friendship is an asset which could not be replaced by other ties. A negative 
conception of British-Afghan relations might lead to a renewal of Afghan 
suspicions of British policy and, in general, render move difficult of achievement 
the true objectives of that policy. 

9. In view of the repeated requests of the Afghan Government and of their 
general situation, this necessary contribution on the part of His Majesty’s 
Government can most effectively take the form of economic interest or assistance, 
which would at the same time be beneficial to British trade. Their Lordships 
will be aware that previous efforts to promote British-Afghan trade have so far 
not borne fruit. The Afghan Government, unfortunately, felt themselves unable 
to accept the offer made last year by His Majesty’s Government to send a British 
expert to examine the financial and economic situation of the country. The 
Afghan Prime Minister has stated that it is not possible in the political state 
of Afghanistan to agree to an expert probing into the Government’s finances 
and budget questions; and in his interview with Mr. Eden on the 1st February 
last Faiz Muhammad, the Afghan Minister for Foreign Affairs, stated that his 
Government had been obliged to reject the offer for the time being owing to the 
danger of such a visit being misinterpreted in Afghanistan, although he thought 
it might be practicable at a later date. More recently the Kxport Credits 
Guarantee Department felt unable to grant on their own authority export credit 
facilities to a British firm which desired to export machinery for a cotton factory 
to Afghanistan, and referred the question to their Lordships. Yet, whatever 
answer is eventually returned by the Board of Trade to the letter addressed to 
them by this Department on the 14th April last on the subject of a possible 
British-Afghan commercial agreement, it seems clear that credit facilities will 
be needed to start the current of trade flowing between the two countries. Many 
factors in such a comparatively new and unknown economy must be unknown to 
most, if not all, British traders, and it is only natural that they should hesitate 
to commit themselves at present to trade on credit with Afghanistan; but it seems 
likely that, if His Majesty’s Government gave them a lead, they might soon find 
a profitable new outlet for their goods and gain confidence from a knowledge of 
the conditions to trade with Afghanistan without further extraordinary Govern¬ 
ment support. 

10. As regards the position of the Government of India, Mr. Eden and the 
Marquess of Zetland are both of the opinion that that Government should not 
be asked to contribute to any scheme for financing British-Afghan trade. Such 
trade would be of little or no direct advantage to Indian traders and assistance 
granted to it from Indian revenues Avould therefore be difficult to justify before 
Indian public opinion. Moreover, the Government of India have contributed 
to the cost of maintaining Afghan stability by setting up a fund for this purpose. 

11. In conclusion, I am to add that, while there must always, as in other 
countries, be a certain risk of the overthrow of the regime in power, there is no 
reason to suppose that the present Afghan Government would ever willingly 
default on any obligation incurred by them towards His Majesty’s Government. 
Moreover, the present stable conditions in Afghanistan make it unlikely that in 
the next few years the Government will find themselves unable to meet such 
obligations, though it will be necessary to have regard to the trend of prices for 
Afghan exports and the amount of other foreign debt contracted, before approving 
any particular transaction. In these respects the status of Afghanistan seems 
to Mr. Eden to be at least as good as that of some other countries nearer home 
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the I slab's figure, which is for “ bundles.” Article 13 makes provision for the 
supply of all the articles enumerated, except kerosene oil and cotton piece-goods, 
in excess of the quotas fixed, and also of materials for constructing cotton-ginning 
factories and machinery and appliances in general in exchange for excess 
quantities of cotton delivered. 

8. One point which calls for particular notice in this part of the chapter 
is that the price of kerosene oil in containers per ton is fixed as 39 dollars per ton 
“ for the north ” and 34 dollars 65 cents “ for the south.” It is nowhere 
expressly stated to what “ the south ” refers, but there can be little doubt that 
a lower price has been fixed for kerosene oil to be sold in the south of 
Afghanistan to enable it to compete more easily with kerosene oil from India. It 
will be seen later that a similar differentiation in prices has been made in the 
case of sugar and petrol. 

9. The second part of the second chapter (articles 15 to 26) 
contains provisions regarding the wool and opium to be delivered 
by the Afghans, and the Soviet goods to be delivered in exchange 
for them. The minimum quotas for wool and opium are as stated in 
the Islah , except that the figure given in the agreement (13,200 tons) is for washed 
wool while that in the Islah (26,400 tons) is for the equivalent in unwashed wool. 
The Sovafghantorg is given a monopoly for the purchase of wool in the Herat and 
northern provinces similar to that granted in the case of cotton, and in addition 
is to be allowed yearly 1,000 tons of “half coarse” washed Kandahari wool. 
Stringent provisions are prescribed for testing the quality of the wool delivered, 
probably the result of bitter experience on the part of the Russians in the past. 
The total value of wool and opium to be delivered works out at 6,341,736 gold 
dollars. Against this the value of Soviet goods to be delivered in exchange, as 
shown in the copy of the agreement forwarded herewith, works out at only 
4,820,995 dollars. It will be noted, however, that in article 26 ( b ) no quota for 
cotton piece-goods is given for the year 1938-39, and it seems probable that a 
sentence was omitted when the agreement was copied. If the value of cotton 
piece-goods to be delivered in 1938-39 is fixed at 1,520,000 gold dollars, which 
is the figure for 1936-37, it will be seen that the total value of Soviet goods is 
approximately the same as that of the wool and opium for which they are to be 
given in exchange. The Soviet goods concerned are sugar, loaf sugar, petrol, 
packing materials (for baling wool) and cotton piece-goods. The quotas are as 
given in the Islah, except in the case of cotton piece-goods, where again “ wagons ” 
are referred to instead of “bundles.” 

10. Here again the chief point to be noted is the differentiation made in 
prices “for the north” and “for the south.” The price of crystallised sugar 
for the south per ton is 35 dollars as against 65 dollars “for the north” and 
of loaf sugar 44 dollars as against 83 dollars 75 cents, i.e., the price “ for the 
south” is nearly 50 per cent, less than that “ for the north.” Specific quotas of 
2,700 tons for crystallised sugar and 500 tons for loaf sugar are also fixed “ for 
the south.” Similarly, the price of petrol in containers per ton is 46 dollars “ for 
the south,” as against 55 dollars “ for the north,” and the quota fixed “ for the 
south ” is 700 tons. 

11. The last article (27) of the second chapter, to which reference has 
already been made (paragraph 6 (vi)), contains provisions for the supply of cotton 
piece-goods by the Sovafghantorg in exchange for miscellaneous goods which 
may be purchased by it in Afghanistan. 

12. The third chapter contains miscellaneous provisions regarding the 
payment of customs duties and other taxes, the appointment of representatives 
of the Sovafghantorg in Kabul and of the Afghan National Bank in the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics, the making of amendments in the agreements, the 
definition of a ton, the lodging of claims, the preparation of forms, arbitration in 
the case of disagreement, the language of the agreement and the addresses of 
the parties. The third article, which provides for the residence in Kabul of a 
representative of the Sovafghantorg with six experts or servants, is the only 
one which calls for particular notice. 

13. It will be noticed that one of the main features of the agreement is 
the undertaking of the Sovafghantorg to accept a large quantity of ginned 
cotton from Afghanistan. This undertaking is at variance with the statement 
made to me by the Prime Minister in April 1935 (see my telegram No. 50 of 1935) 
and requires some explanation. In the course of a fairly recent conversation, 
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the Prime Minister expressed his satisfaction at having forced the Sovafghantorg 
to accept cotton for the next three years, in spite of the fact that they were 
developing cotton-growing themselves in Russian Turkestan. The position seems 
to be that the Afghans, though anxious to be self-supporting in cotton textiles as 
soon as possible, are not yet in a position to manufacture cotton through lack of 
the requisite machinery and experience. They therefore insisted that for the 
next three years the Sovafghantorg should take the major portion, if not all, of 
their ginned cotton and supply them in return with cotton textiles, thereby 
hoping to tide over the period until they should be in a position to undertake the 
manufacture of their own raw material. The Sovafghantorg appear to have 
accepted the position as part of the price they have to pay to maintain a footing 
in Afghan markets. 

14. Apart from this, the chief points to which I would draw attention in 
the agreement as a whole are (a) that it by no means covers the whole of Russo- 
Soviet Afghan trade and (b) that the preferential prices fixed for certain 
important articles, e.g., kerosene oil, sugar and petrol “ for the south ” appeared 
to be designed to enable these articles to compete with articles of the same kind 
imported from India, though in the case of petrol the Russian article was already 
so much cheaper than the Indian one ( cf . paragraph 40 of the economic report 
already referred to) that no preference would appear to be necessary. 

15. With regard to (a), in the absence of reliable statistics it is extremely 
difficult to estimate the total amount of trade between Russia and Afghanistan 
or the proportion it bears to trade across the Indian frontier. I am endeavouring, 
however, to obtain some further information from the Afghan Government on 
this subject, and I hope shortly to forward a separate despatch containing an 
appreciation of the trend of Soviet-Afghan trade over recent years and showing 
whether the present Soviet share of Afghan trade is greater than geographical 
or other factors make reasonable or inevitable. With regard to the last point, 
if we assume that the northern half of Afghanistan is the legitimate sphere for 
Russian, and the southern for Indian, commercial enterprise, the chief objections 
that can at first sight be raised against the agreement are that it provides (a) for 
the sale of certain Russian goods in the markets in the south of Afghanistan at 
preferential prices and ( b ) for the export to Russia of 3,000 tons of Kandahari 
wool which should normally find a market in India. 

16. The most important question, perhaps, that will be raised regarding the 
agreement is whether it is so favourable to Afghanistan that it affords evidence 
that the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics are endeavouring to obtain an 
economic hold over the country for political purposes. My impression is, as 
already stated (paragraph 11 of the economic report referred to above), that the 
Russians are selling at low prices and buying at high ones; but in the absence of 
the subsidiary agreements and with no commercial assistant to explain the financial 
clauses of the main agreement and to furnish me with information regarding 
costs of production, prices and other technicalities, I find it very difficult to give 
a definite opinion. Should further enquiries confirm or contradict the impression 
I have gained, 1 shall not fail to report accordingly. 

17. The agreement has only been in force for a few months and there are 
already rumours that it is not working satisfactorily. This is not surprising, as 
it seems unlikely the Afghans, owing to the lack of business ability in the country 
and the dilatory and inefficient methods which are still generally followed, will 
be able to comply to the full with the somewhat elaborate provisions of the 
agreement regarding the times and method of delivery and quality of the cotton 
and wool which they have undertaken to supply. It will be interesting to see 
whether the Russians are so anxious to strengthen their economic hold over the 
country as to be willing to condone the Afghans’ shortcomings. 

18. A copy of this despatch is being sent to the Secretary of State for India, 
the Government of India and His Majesty’s Senior Trade Commissioner in India. 

I have, &e. 

W. K. FRASER-TYTLER. 
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No. 36. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Bailey to Mr. Eden.—(Received November 23.) 

(No. 29.) 

Sir, Nepal, October 30, 1936. 

I HAVE the honour to refer to your despatch No. 10, dated the 7th May, 
1936, and to forward herewith a report on the economic situation of Nepal for 
the quarter ending the 30th September, 1936. 

2. A copy of this letter, with enclosures, is being forwarded to the Foreign 
Secretary to the Government of India, and also to the Secretary, Political 
Department, India Office, London. 

I have, &c. 

F. M. BAILEY. 


Enclosure in No. 36. 
Nepal. 


Economic Report for the Period July 1 to September 30, 1936. 

1. Protection of Traders. 

AS this is the first report of this nature to be submitted from Nepal, the 
conditions under which foreign merchants, contemplating business with Nepal, 
as regards obtaining redress in the Nepalese law courts, will be of interest. 

Provision for the protection of merchants and their goods in Nepalese 
territory is made in clause 5 of the Nepal Government’s engagement of the 
6th November, 1839, and is as follows:— 

“ British subjects will be regarded as Nepal’s own subjects in regard 

to access to the Nepalese courts of law, and that causes of the former shall 

be heard and decided without denial or delay according to the usage of 

Nepal ” (p. 60, Aitchison’s Treaties, vol. XIV). 

This engagement, however, applies only to transactions in Nepalese territory, 
and the Nepal Government have ruled that “ no civil suit will lie in a court in 
Nepal in respect of transactions outside unless both the parties in the suit happen 
to be Nepalese subjects.” As a result of this ruling, no redress can be obtained 
in the Nepalese courts by foreign nationals in cases where goods are ordered from 
a firm outside Nepal, as the transaction is held to have taken place beyond the 
limits of Nepal. Moreover, the Nepal Government have ruled— 

(1) That the enforcement of foreign decrees by suit or execution in Nepal is 

absolutely prohibited, whether the parties are Nepalese or British 
subjects; and 

(2) That the institution of a suit in Nepal in respect of transactions is 

permissible (a) if the transactions are inside Nepal, or ( b) if both the 
parties are Nepalese subjects, though the transactions are outside 
Nepal. 

Under these circumstances, if is advisable for foreign merchants contem¬ 
plating trade with merchants in Nepal to secure themselves against possible risk 
of loss before parting with their goods. 

Europeans would not be allowed to trade in Nepal. Indians already 
established are permitted to remain, but it is unlikely that any newcomers would 
be given permission to set up business. 
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2. Internal Trade. 

At the time of his accession to the post of Maharaja, his Highness 
Sir Joodha Shumshere announced his intention of encouraging indigenous 
products, and urged the trading community to make every effort to free themselves 
from dependence on outside sources in respect of manufactured articles, and 
promised State assistance towards the establishment of factories, &c. In order 
to achieve this project, a board designated the “ Banjya Bardhak Sanastha,” 
i.e., “Trade Improvement Institution,” was formed in 1934. A copy of the 
notice relating to the formation and functions of the institution, which appeared 
in the Gurkha Patra on the 31st August, 1934, is enclosed (Appendix I). 

As a result, the following articles are now being manufactured in Nepal 

Cotton piece-goods. 

Soap and hair oil. 

Umbrellas. 

Petrol lamps. 

Steel trunks. 

Cigarettes. 

Oil mills have been opened and a jute mill is now under construction. Sugar 
and matches are also about to be manufactured. 

The manufacture of the above article is, at present, on a very small scale, and 
the quantities produced are not nearly sufficient for requirements. It is believed, 
however, that further efforts are to be made to encourage the production of goods 
in the country, and his Highness has promised to give facilities, such as the free 
importation of machinery, &c., and to render every help towards this object. 

It has long been the policy of the Nepal Government to help local traders at 
the expense of Indian merchants, who have established themselves in Nepal, and 
it is possible that further concessions may be given to Nepalese merchants, for 
which foreign traders will not be eligible. In this connexion it may be noted 
that the Nepal Government have two rates of import duties on certain articles—a 
lower one for Nepalese merchants and a higher one for Indians. Also, the former 
are allowed one year in which to pay taxes, whilst the latter must pay monthly. 
The statement, showing the duties levied against both Nepalese and Indian 
merchants, has been brought up to date, and a copy is forwarded herewith 
(Appendix II).(') 

The Indian merchant, however, is still able to hold his own vis-a-vis the 
Nepalese merchant, as the latter, generally, is a poor business man. The Nepalese 
merchant has little idea of the best method of marketing his goods, and rarely 
keeps accounts of his transactions, and in general acts in an unbusinesslike way. 
Moreover, practically all foreign goods are imported through the agency of Indian 
merchants, who then sell them wholesale to the smaller Nepalese trader. 

3. Finance. 

With a view to stabilising the rate of exchange between the Nepalese and 
Indian rupees, the Nepal Government have prohibited the importation into Nepal 
of certain specified articles classified by them as luxuries. A list of these 
prohibited articles is enclosed (Appendix III). From the list is will be seen that 
the object is to prevent the poorer people from spending money on “ luxuries.” 

The official rate of exchange is 124 Nepalese rupees to 100 British Indian 
rupees. Unofficially, however, the rate fluctuates between 140 to 145 Nepalese 
to 100 British rupees. This is due to the increasing demand for goods 
imported from outside, which are not produced in Nepal. As all foreign goods 
have to be paid for through Indian banks, the demand for Indian rupees is 
increasing in proportion with the quantity of goods imported, and, as a result, 
the value of the British Indian rupee has risen in the Nepal Valley. The natural 
consequence of the foregoing is that the cost of living in Nepal has, during recent 
years, gone up, and it is with a view to bringing the cost of commodities to normal 
that the Nepal Government have prohibited, as a start, the importation of the 
articles specified. It is believed that this is but a beginning, and further articles 
will be prohibited as similar indigenous goods are produced. 

(') Not punted. 
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4. Foreign Trade. 

As stated above, the importation of foreign goods into Nepal has increased 
considerably of recent years. According to statistics received from the Govern¬ 
ment of India, the amount of duty remitted or refunded for the past four years 
on goods for Nepal imported from overseas, via India, is as follows :— 


— 

Remitted on 
State Goods. 

1 

Refunded on i 

Trade Goods. | 

1 ' 

Goods transmitted 
through Post 
Office. 

Total. 

i 


It. a. p. 

It. a. p. 

! 

R. a. p. 

R. a. p. 

1932 . 

1,02,474 7 0 

13,50,684 10 0 

5,520 12 0 

14,58,679 13 0 

1933 . 

3,74,034 0 0 

19,39,889 1 0 

4,104 2 0 

23,18,027 9 0 

1934 . 

1,85,909 0 0 

20,18,177 2 0 

7,006 13 0 

22,11,093 5 0 

1935 . 

90,500 2 0 

28,55,085 4 0 

5,017 9 0 

29,56,608 15 0 


By far the greater proportion of the trade goods is composed of cotton piece- 
goods. According to information available in this Legation, the duty remitted 
on such goods during the year 1935 was 17,48,545-9-0 rupees. Practically the 
whole of these piece-goods were imported from Japan. Only a very limited 
quantity was imported from England during that year, but a slight increase of 
English piece-goods has recently been noticed at the Nepalese custom-house. 

A certain amount of Indian piece-goods are imported, but details of the 
quantity is not available. Such goods do not have to be produced before an 
officer of this Legation, as only foreign goods, on which refund of Indian customs 
duty is to be granted, are examined. 

The principal British goods that are imported into Nepal are machinery and 
medicines. The value of these articles, which actually reached Nepal during 
1935, was 1,96,277-13-3 rupees and 16,617-14-6 rupees, respectively. Small 
quantities of cotton and woollen piece-goods, sewing cotton, blankets, umbrella 
handles, stationery, confectionery, tinned provisions, electric appliances, furniture 
and cigarettes, are also imported from Great Britain. 

The following shows the countries which also export goods to Nepal from 
overseas, and the type of goods exported :— 

Japan— 

Cotton and woollen piece-goods: large quantities. 

Cotton and woollen blankets and rugs: small quantities 

Umbrella cloth : large quantities. 

Lanterns : approximately half the number imported. 

Glass ware : large quantities. 

Shoes : leather and canvas : large quantities. 

Electric appliances : large quantities. 

Cigarettes: large quantities. 

Safety matches : large quantities. 

France— 

Woollen goods : small quantities. 

Italy— 

Woollen goods : small quantities. 

Cotton and woollen blankets and rugs: small quantities 

Germany— 

Lanterns : approximately half the number imported. 

Colour, paint and varnish : fairly large quantities. 

Czechoslovakia— 

Glass bangles : large quantities. 

America— 

Motor lorries and cars {total for 1935 was 50): majority imported. 

Singapore— 

Dried fruits and spices: large quantities. 

Sugar and sugar candy : large quantities. 

Sweden— 

Sulphur matches : fairly large quantities. 



The only details available as regards goods imported under customs rebate 
from India and Burma are :— 

Salt: large quantities. 

Petrol: large quantities. 

Kerosene oil: large quantities. 

The above details relate only to goods which have been passed by the Legation 
staff at the custom-house at Katmandu. No information is available as regards 
articles imported into Nepal other than under the customs rebate procedure, but 
except for consumption in villages near the Indian frontier it is obviousl} 
advantageous to the merchants to \mport goods in bond to Katmandu, and the 
above details account for the larger proportion of the trade. 

It will be seen from the foregoing that Japan has the bulk of the foreign 
trade with Nepal. This is readily understandable, owing to the cheapness of 
Japanese goods. The purchasing power of the Nepalese generally is very low 
and therefore they have to purchase in the cheapest possible market. The very 
small quantities of superior British goods imported are practically all intended 
for the members of the ruling family and the more wealthy Government officials. 

According to statistics received from the Government of India, the amount 
of customs duty remitted or refunded on goods for Nepal imported from overseas 
via India for the first three months of 1936, was 53,643.4.0 rupees on State goods 
and 7.90.601.7.0 rupees on trade goods, as against 14,817.3.0 rupees on State goods 
and 7,78,791.2.0 rupees on trade goods, for the corresponding period in 1936. 
Details for the second and third quarter of 1936 have not yet been received. 

A statement giving the various articles of trade actually received and passed 
for rebate of customs duty at Katmandu during the period the 1st July, 1936, to 
the 30th September, 1936, is attached (Appendix IV). I also enclose a statement 
showing the trade goods received during the corresponding period in 1935 
(Appendix V). With the exception of cotton piece-goods, sugar and sugar candy, 
electric appliances, colour, paint and varnish, furniture, salt and kerosene oil 
(some of which show a marked increase) the quantities of goods imported into 
Nepal show a decrease. This may possibly be the result of the Nepal Govern¬ 
ment’s policy of curtailing the importation of foreign banks. 

5. Revenue. 

No budget is published and there is no eagerness to discuss the financial 
affairs of the country. 

The revenue is estimated at 125 lakhs (nearly £1 million). Any surplus over 
necessary expenditure {i.e., chiefly salaries, especially of the army and church) is 
the private property of his Highness the Maharaja 

6. Industries. 

As stated in paragraph 2 above, attempts are being made to open up various 
industries in the country, but with the exception of the new jute mill under 
construction at Biratnagar, in Eastern Nepal, close to the British Indian border, 
no serious attempts have been made to produce goods in large quantities. This 
jute mill will therefore be the first real effort to attain independence from foreign 
sources. A company has been formed by an Indian firm—Messrs. Radhakishen 
Chamriaof Calcutta--to run the mill, half the money being found m India by the 
Calcutta firm and the other half in Nepal. The total capital of the company is 
said to be 16 lakhs rupees. The maojrity of the capital to be found in Nepal is 
being subscribed by the Nepal Government, his Highness the Maharaja and 
members of the ruling family. A limited portion is believed to have been set aside 
to be subscribed by the general public. 

All the machinery for the mill has been obtained from Messrs. James E. Low 
and Co., Scotland. Further orders for machinery are being placed with 
Messrs. Robertson, Orchar, Combe, Harbour (Limited), of Dundee. 

The agents of the company have applied for permission to construct a railway 
siding across the Nepal border to connect the mill with the Eastern Bengal 
Hailway station siding at Jogbani, Purnea District. This is receiving the 
attention of the Government of Tndia. 

Another enterprise, which is contemplated, is the establishment of a sugar 
factory on the Nepal side of the border, close to Jayanagar, Bengal and North 
Western Railway. The Nepal Government have given permission for the 
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formation of a joint stock company with an authorised capital of 7 lakhs rupees. 
The latest information available is to the effect that difficulty is being experienced 
by the promoters in finding the necessary capital, and it will be some time before 
any start is made. This concern, also, is believed to be in the hands of Indian 
merchants. 

The other concerns referred to in paragraph 2 above are in the hands of 
Nepalese merchants. As far as can be ascertained, none of these Nepalese-owned 
businesses are prosperous, and it is very doubtful whether they will ever be able 
to produce goods of a quantity likely seriously to compete with the foreign articles 
at present imported. 

7. Insurance. 

An announcement appeared in the Gurkha, Patra in June 1935 to the effect 
that a company designated “ Commercial Insurance Company, Nepal,” had been 
started with which traders could insure their goods against damage, loss or theft, 
when in transit in Nepal between the ropeway terminus at Dhursing and 
Katmandu. The company spent a considerable sum in building offices close to the 
custom-house at Katmandu, but it gradually ceased to operate owing to lack of 
enterprise. 

8. Cigarettes. 

The Nepal Government have announced their intention of stopping the 
importation of foreign cigarettes into Nepal, and have abolished the contract 
system under which cigarettes were hitherto allowed to be imported. The 
contractor was the only person permitted to import cigarettes. This monopoly, 
which covered the whole of Nepal, was auctioned yearly and awarded to the 
highest bidder. The amount realised for this contract fluctuated between 
80,000 rupees and 120,000 rupees. The contractor was allowed to fix his own 
retail rates. A copy of the announcement on the subject, which appeared in the 
Gurkha Patra of the 21st August, 1936, is enclosed (Appendix VI). 

9. Railway. 

The Nepal Government have ceased the extraction of sleepers, which has been 
cairied on for several years in the Terai forests adjoining the Kheri district of 
the United Provinces, and are now transferring their operations to Jaleswar 
Terai forests in Eastern Nepal, close to Jayanagar, Bengal and North Western 
Railway. The light railway that was in use in the Nepal forests adjoining Kheri 
District, has now been removed to the new site, and a railway line is being 
constructed from a place called Incrwa, in Nepalese territory, to Janakpur, 
17 miles further north. The Nepal Government intend to retain this line 
permanently for the carriage of goods traffic generally, and also for passengers 
to Janakpur, an important place of Hindu pilgrimage. With this object in view, 
the Nepal Government have requested the Bengal and North Western Railway 
authorities to extend their line from Jayanagar closer to the border to connect 
with the Nepal Government railway. The matter is at present under the con¬ 
sideration of the Government of India. 

10. Matches. 

The Nepal Government have recently given permission for the erection of a 
match factory at Birgunj, 3 miles from Raxaul, inside Nepal territory. No 
details as to the conditions are available. No start has yet been made and it is 
anticipated that some time will elapse before actual production takes place. 

11. Agriculture. 

The country is, of course, largely agricultural. The chief crop is rice in 
summer. In winter, at suitable elevations, a second crop of barley, wheat or 
potatoes and vegetables is grown. Maize is also grown extensively and harvested 
before the heavy summer rains set in. 

Owing to the plentiful rainfall this year, the rice crop, which is now being 
reaped, is very good. 
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Appendix I to Enclosure in No. 36. 
Published in the Gorkha Patra, dated August 31, 1934. 


Notice. 

It is hereby notified that, in order to promote the trade and industry of the 
country, a “ Banijya Bardhak Sansatha ” ( Trade Improvement Institution) has 
been established. Suggestions in respect of the trade and industry of Nepal on 
the lines indicated below, or any point connected therewith, should in future 
be submitted through that institution, which will, in its turn, investigate the 
suggestions, and, if the proposals are suitable, they will submit them to 
Government through the council for sanction. 

Necessary assistance will be rendered for the improvement of industry in 
the country, and, with this object in view, assistance will be given to contractors 
and traders, &c., who can prove to the satisfaction of the institution that the 
particular industry will benefit the State or public. The institution is instructed 
to inform the Government as to what locality in the Gorkha Kingdom would be 
suitable for the success of any kind of industry and what sort of encouragement 
should be given to the people. The public is, therefore, requested to submit 
proposals to the Government through the institution. 

If trade is, in any way, hampered by the absence of proper roads and 
railways or communications generally, the public should inform the Government, 
through the institution. 

If any industry is decaying for want of patronage or encouragement, 
suggestions should be made to the Government, through the institution, as to 
what would better the position. The people are also invited to inform the 
Government of any invention or improvement taking place in any industry, with 
an explanation of the advantages the State or the people might gain by the 
introduction of such into the country. The Government would also like 
suggestions regarding the promotion of the textile industry of Nepal. 

If any industry suffers through lack of banking facilities, the institution 
will consider the question of the establishment of banks after necessary investi¬ 
gations. Lotteries will also be allowed to be held to dispose of the surplus 
production of any industry, through the mediation of the institution. 

Limited companies hitherto established should get themselves registered 
within thirty-five days of the issue of this notice or intimation from the 
institution. The institution will “register” them and also grant “patents” 
of certain manufactured articles and will register “trade-marks” if the 
companies so desire. 

The institution will also arrange for the exportation of manufactured 
articles if the producers so desire, and on receiving samples. 


[Appendix II to Enclosure not printed.] 


Appendix III to Enclosure in No. 36. 

List of Articles Prohibited from being Imported into Nepal. 

1. All kinds of umbrellas except those with bamboo handles, and all umbrella 

handles except those made of bamboo. 

2. All kinds of fountain pens except “ Parker,” “ Waterman ” and 

“ Swan.” 

3. AH kinds of fountain-pen clips and fountain-pen nibs made of glass. 

4. All kinds of gramophone machines. 

5. All kinds of wall clocks, table clocks and wrist watches except those 

which are manufactured in England, United States of America and 
Switzerland and cost above 8 rupees per clock or watch. 

6. All kinds of bicycles and light motor cycles. 
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7. All kinds of fruit syrups and jams, except lemon, orange, pomegranate 

syrups which are required for medicinal purpose for coughs. 

8. All kinds of peppermint and chocolates except lemon, orange, ordinary 

peppermint required for medicinal use. 

9. Only officers of and above the rank of colonel, or sardars who wear 

diamonds in their head dress, may import motors and cycles, and then 
only after obtaining permission from the Commander-in-chief. 

10. All kinds of scented soaps, except soap for washing clothes, and carbolic, 

Neem, Yinolia and Pears soaps which are necessary for medicinal 
purpose. 

11. All kinds of aluminium pots. 

12. All kinds of enamelled pots except cooking pots and Dehchies. 

13. Auctioned and second-hand coats and waist-coats. 

14. All kinds of patent leather shoes and multiple-coloured shoes. Ordinary 

Indian, black, brown, white shoes of one colour are permitted. Among 
shoes made of cloth and rubber, only crepe rubber-soled tennis shoes are 
permitted. 

15. All kinds of multiple-coloured leather for shoes. Black, brown, white 

and patent (varnished) leather are permitted. 

16. Cigarette cases and tobacco smoking pipes. 

17. Matches for lighting fireworks. 

18. All kinds of round hair clips and pins. 

19. All kinds of hair dressing combs, except those made of wood and metal. 

20. All kinds of cosmetics, except red lipsticks, face powder and vaseline. 

21. All kinds of buttons, except those made of shell and metal. 

22. All kinds of silk stockings. 

23. All kinds of embroidered garters. 

24. All kinds of batteries for pocket lamps, except batteries for torch lights 

which have already been imported into Nepal. 

25. All kinds of belts, except those of leather and cloth. 

26. All plates, glasses and cases made of celluloid. Utensils for preparing 

tea and tumblers made of bakelite are permitted. 

27. Artificial flowers which open out when put into water, electrically lit 

artificial flowers and such similar unnecessary articles of luxury. 

28. All kinds of glass ware, except ordinary tumblers. 

29. All kinds of fine polished glass beads of various colours, used as necklaces 

by ladies. Necklaces of plain colours are permitted. 

30. Tooth brushes made of glass, rubber and bone. 

31. All kinds of bangles, made of celluloid, bone and horn. Ordinary glass 

bangles are permitted. 

32. All kinds of scents and scented water, except rose water and Eau de 

Cologne required for medicinal purposes. 

33. All kinds of woollen mufflers and woollen and silken scarves. Real 

Jaegar wool mufflers and woollen and silken yarn required for knitting 
purposes are permitted. 

34. All kinds of brushes of various colours fitted with mirrors on backs. 

Hair, shoe, clothes and horse-brushes with wooden handles are 
permitted. 

35. All kinds of fancy mirrors. Ordinary mirrors are permitted. 

36. All kinds of felt hats. 

37. All kinds of lace, except silk and cotton required for saries (Nepalese 

ladies’ dresses). 

38. All kinds of embroidered saries, Alpaca saries, saries made of plantain 

fibres, together with waist bands and wraps of similar cloth. 

39. All kinds of ties and collars, except of khaki colour. 

40. All kinds of buckles, except metal buckles for shoes. 

41. Various kinds of face powders which were previously permitted are now 

forbidden, with the exception of those allowed vide item 20. 

42. All toilet oils, except Amla oil, Bhutnath oil, Kesaranajan oil and Chura 

oil. 

43. All kinds of coloured underwear and shirts. White underwear (Ganji) 

is permitted. 

44. All kinds of silk, alpaca, velvet and various coloured handkerchiefs. 

White handkerchiefs are permitto 1 

45. Wall-paper of any kind. 





46. The above-mentioned prohibited articles, if brought up to the limit of 

two to four by travellers, pilgrims, pilgrims, people employed on the 
Nepal-Indian border and pensioners for their personal or household 
use, may be allowed on payment of customs duty. 

47. All kinds of Damarkumari cloth, dhoti and cretonne made in Japan and 

Europe. 

48. All kinds of cretonne not fast dyed. 

49. All kinds of toys, &c. 

List of Articles which may he Imported. 

1. Sandal oil for medicinal purpose may be imported. 

2. All accessories, such as springs, chains, &c., for cycles and gramophones, 

may be imported, but not the frame of a cycle or gramophone machine. 

3. Pieces of leather used inside the caps of officers may be imported up to 

12 pieces per officer. 

4. Apparatus required for douches and similar other purpose may be 

imported. 

5. Glass phials, ordinary kinds of phials for keeping medicine, soda-water 

bottles, milk feeding-bottles for children and similar glass ware such 
as have hitherto been ordered by hospitals may be imported. 

6. Tibetan caps and caps required for Bharadars (notables), doctors, teachers, 

engineers, &c., for their personal use, may be imported up to the limit 
of one or two. Officers of the rank of major-general and above are 
allowed to import gramophone records. 

7. Prohibited articles, if ordered by parcel post and received in Kathmandu, 

should be returned to the firm at the expense of the consignee after 
affixing the Bhansar (customs office) seals. 

8. Sample pieces of cloth if sent by the firm without being ordered, up to the 

the limit of one piece of 1 yard and of one kind, only once, may be 
allowed on payment of customs duty and, if received in excess, should 
be returned to the sender at the expense of consignee 


Appendix IV to Enclosure in No. 36. 

.Statement of Trade Goods actually Received and Passed for Rebate of Customs 
Duty at Kathmandu during Quarter ending September 30, 1936. 

Value. Duty. 



R. 

a. 

p. 

R. 

a. 

V- 

Cotton goods ... 

11,34,706 

13 

4 

6 72,412 

13 

0 

Woollen goods. 

Cotton and woollen blankets 
and rugs . 

3,722 

11 

11 

2,438 

12 

.0 

Metal . 

1,14,156 

12 

1 

33,911 

9 

0 

Stationery, &c. ... 

23,647 

0 

0 

9,912 

14 

0 

Machinery and parts ... 

32,960 

9 

0 

7,021 

5 

0 

Motor cars and lorries... 

7,483 

13 

0 

2,432 

3 

0 

Glass and wares 

22,512 

4 

8 

9,112 

1 

0 

Dry fruits and spices. 

29,815 

13 

0 

14,556 

1 

0 

Shoes . 

10 925 

10 

•o 

8,377 

7 

0 

Sugar and sugar candy 

Medicine . 

32,444 

6 

9 

43,847 

5 

0 

Electric appliances . 

12,371 

0 

3 

4,275 

2 

0 

Colour, paint and varnish 

9,168 

3 

0 

2,990 

1 

0 

Furniture . 

3.748 

10 

0 

958 

9 

0 

Tobacco . 

15,274 

6 

0 

33,736 

11 

0 

Matches ... . 

5,000 

0 

0 

35,750 

0 

0 

Arms and ammunition 

2 894 

4 

0 

1,388 

1 

0 

Petrol . 

38,842 

12 

0 

14,125 

0 

0 

Kerosene oil 

70,659 

6 

0 

17,020 

4 

0 

Drink and wine. 

412 

8 

0 




Salt 

15,046 

9 

0 

59,951 

9 

0 
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Appendix V to Enclosure in No. 36. 

Statement of Trade Goods actually Received and Passed for Rebate of 
Customs Duty during Quarter ending September 30, 1935. 

Value. Duty. 



R. 

a. 

p. 

R. 

a. 

V- 

Cotton goods . - ... 

8,46,985 

1 

4 

4,80,300 

0 

9 

Woollen goods ... 

63,855 

2 

2 

37,445 

5 

0 

Cotton and woollen blankets 







and rugs . 

3,584 

8 

0 

985 

12 

0 

Metal . 

1,28,305 

7 

0 

42,571 

0 

0 

Stationery, &c. 

32,947 

1 

6 

14,171 

11 

0 

Machinery and parts. 

24,115 

5 

0 

8,708 

11 

0 

Motor cars and lorries 

20,123 

5 

0 

6,534 

10 

0 

Glass and wares . 

32,283 

12 

0 

17,219 

4 

0 

Dry fruits and spices. 

64,510 

3 

0 

30,996 

12 

0 

Shoes . 

21,926 

0 

0 

18,354 

13 

0 

Sugar and sugar candy 

11,299 

10 

1 

30,567 

2 

0 

Medicine 

3,403 

15 

6 

2,422 

10 

0 

Electric appliances . 

7,545 

15 

1 

1,994 

14 

0 

Colour, paint and varnish 

6,261 

8 

0 

1,234 

7 

0 

Furniture . 

3,669 

0 

0 

899 

14 

0 

Tobacco. 

20,012 

2 

0 

38,200 

12 

0 

Matches ... . 

16,632 

10 

0 

75,253 

12 

0 

Arms and ammunition 







Petrol ... . 

66,112 

' 8 

0 

23,750 

0 

0 

Salt . 

4,458 

10 

9 

35,653 

3 

0 

Kerosene oil . 

63,813 

12 

0 

15,229 

4 

6 

Drink and wine . 

369 

4 

0 





Appendix VI to Enclosure in No. 36. 

Abstract Translation of the Nepal Government's Notification published in the 
Gorkha Patra, dated Bhadra 6, Samvat 1993 (August 21, 1936). 

It has been found that the use of cigarettes imported into Nepal, under the 
contract system, has considerably increased. As it is a waste of money and the 
smoking of cigarettes is injurious to health, it is desirable that the importation 
of cigarettes should now be stopped altogether. As, however, it will be harmful 
to those who are addicted to smoking, to stop importation immediately, it is 
proposed to decrease it gradually in four or five years. 

It has, therefore, been decided that the contract system should be abolished 
with effect from the 1st Bhadra, Samvat 1993 (the 16th August, 1936), and it is 
hereby ordered that, for the present, everyone is allowed to import cigarettes 
and biris for their personal use or sale, on payment of the customs and octroi 
duties, but no one is permitted to take any agency for the importation of 
cigarettes. The cigarettes once imported into Nepal will not be exported. 


| N 5846/23/97] No. 37. 

Sir E. Phipps to Mr. Eden .— (Receired November 26.) 

(No. 1283 E.) 

HIS Majesty’s Ambassador at Berlin presents his compliments to His 
Majesty’s Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, with reference to Berlin 
despatch No. 1006 E. of the 21st September, has the honour to transmit to him 
copy of despatch No. 5 from Consul-General Lyall to His Majesty’s commercial 
counsellor, dated the 21st November, respecting negotiations between Afghan 
Government and a German group for granting a concession to Germany for the 
exploitation of Afghanistan’s mineral wealth. 

Berlin , November 25, 1936. 
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Enclosure in No. 37. 

Consul-General Lyall to His Majesty’s Commercial Counsellor , Berlin. 

(No. 5. Confidential.) 

Sir, Berlin, November 21, 1936. 

I HAVE learned from an unimpeachable source that negotiations have 
practically matured between the Afghan Government, represented by the Afghan 
National Bank, Kabul, and a German group comprising, inter alia , the Deutsche 
Bank und Disconto-Gesellschaft, Siemens-Schuckertwerke, Krupp-Grusonwerke 
and Otavi Minen- und Eisenbahngesellsehaft (represented by the Deutsche Bank 
und Disconto-Gesellschaft) for the grant of a concession to Germany for the 
prospecting and exploitation of Afghanistan’s mineral wealth. 

2. From the evidence submitted to me, it is proposed to grant the German 
group extensive privileges, such as the free unhampered use of all Afghan water¬ 
courses, &c., customs exemptions on the import of plant, &c. A draft of the 
concession, which it is anticipated will be concluded for a period of sixty years, 
has already been drawn up stipulating that a company shall be established, to 
be known as the Minen-Gesellschaft. In the capital and administration of the 
enterprise both groups are to share equally as regards all minerals won, with the 
exception of the gold mined, 15 per cent, to 20 per cent, of which is to go to the 
Afghan Government. 

The Minen-Gesellschaft is to be established according to German law as 
a limited liability company (G.m.b.H.) with its seat in zYfghanistan. The capital 
of this company, it is learned, is to be, initially, 100,000 reichsmarks, 25,000 
reichsmarks of which is to be paid in immediately. A new chairman on the 
Board of Control will be elected each year alternately by each group, the group 
not in the chairmanship for the one year appointing the vice-chairman. Disputes 
are to be settled, if not reached by a majoritv of the partners, by a Board of 
Arbitration of Three, two of whom are to be German and Afghan nationals 
respectively, the third of Dutch nationality. The Hague Court of Arbitration 
is to be the final Court of Appeal. 

3. A copy of this despatch has been sent to His Majestv’s Ambassador. 

I have, &c. 

G. LYALL. 


[N 5922/1372/97] No. 38. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden.—(Received November 30.) 

(No. 151.) 

Sir, Kabul, November 5, 1936. 

IN paragraph 15 of my despatch No. 140 of the 7th October, 1936, I informed 
you that I was making further enquiries from the Afghan Government on their 
trade exchanges with Russia, and hoped to be able then to submit an appreciation 
of the trend of Soviet-Afghan trade in recent years, with particular reference to 
the question whether the present Russian share of Afghan trade is greater than 
geographical or other factors make reasonable or inevitable. 

2. In making such an appreciation, statistics of some sort are required, and 
I have been faced at the outset with the difficulty that such statistics do not exist 
in Afghanistan. Enquiries made through the Ministry for Foreign Affairs have 
elicited the vaguest responses, and the only figure that may be said to be in any 
way definite is that of 25 per cent, recently given as the proportion of Soviet- 
Afghan trade to the total trade of the country. I am inclined to think, as will 
be shown later, that this is an underestimate, but it is probable that no 
satisfactory evidence on this point will be forthcoming until the Government of 
India are in a position to furnish statistics of the volume of trade crossing the 
Indo-Afghan frontier. 

3. In the meantime, I have been obliged to fall back, in my attempt to trace 
the course of recent Soviet-Afghan trade relations, on statistics from Soviet 
sources, kindly supplied to this Legation from time to time by His Majesty’s 
Embassy in Moscow, and have supplemented these with certain rather 


(*) Not printed. 
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fragmentary information obtained elsewhere. How far these Soviet statistics are 
reliable it is impossible for me to say. The earlier ones, i.e., those for the years 
1909-13, possibly magnify the volume of trade passing between the two countries, 
in an attempt to justify the recent expansion, and all of them may exaggerate 
the volume of exports from Afghanistan in order to show that the latter country 
has, on the whole, profited by the exchanges. It also seems probable that these 
statistics do not show the volume of contraband trade passing between the two 
countries, which, the Prime Minister recently informed me, had reached enormous 
proportions shortly before the introduction in Afghanistan of the system of 
monopoly companies. 1 shall revert to this question of contraband later in the 
report. Generally speaking, however, these statistics may be taken as forming 
a possible basis for an estimate of the general trend of trade, particularly as their 
fluctuations are supported by external evidence. I have therefore considered it 
worth while to reproduce the principal ones as annexes(') to this despatch, and 
propose to deal with the subject in four periods : 1909-22, 1923-29, 1930-35 and 
1936-38. 

First Period —1909-22 (Annex I(‘) )• 

4. The Anglo-Russian Convention of 1907 (State Papers, Vol. 100) 
provided, under the heading : “ Convention concerning Afghanistan,” article 4. 
for equality of commercial opportunity as between the traders of the two 
Governments. This appears to have led to an expansion of trade between Russia 
and Afghanistan, and in the year 1913 the principal imports into this country 
included 1,758 tons of textiles and 1,611 tons of sugar. Oil products were at that 
time in small demand in the absence of all motor traffic and imports totalled only 
230 tons. The habit of wearing Russian goloshes had hardly started, and only 
2 tons, some 4,000 pairs, of these articles, which are now very largely worn 
throughout the country, were imported. Similarly with Russian glass and 
chinaware, the total was only 67 tons of articles which are now to be found in 
nearly all the bazaars of the country. On the export side 2,651 tons of wool and 
2,996 tons of raw cotton are the principal figures, but the total of 103,000 
live-stock, the export of which is at present prohibited, should be noted. 

5. No statistics are available for the war years, or for the years immediately 
following them, but an indication of the state of trade between the two countries 
during that time is afforded by the statistics of the Government of India for a 
portion of the period, given in paragraph 631 of the Afghan precis. In 1916-17 
the total turnover of trade between Afghanistan and India, excluding treasure, 
was 344,11,110 rupees, while by 1919-20 it had risen to 537,38,787 rupees. This 
last figure is all the more remarkable in that trade must have been seriously 
affected during the summer of 1919 by the third Afghan war, and tends to show 
that during the Great War and in the period immediately following the Russian 
revolution of 1917 India was able to capture a large part of the trade of 
Afghanistan. After 1920 these trade returns show a temporary decline, and in 

1922- 23 the total turnover was 318,13,989 rupees. 

Second Period —1923-29 (Annex II(')). 

6. The opening of this period shows Russian import trade at a very low 
ebb, only 5 tons of textiles and 180 tons of sugar being imported during the year 

1923- 24. An all-round rise took place in 1924-25, but the figures for these 
imports were still much below those of the pre-war years. Meanwhile, trade with 
India continued to flourish, the figures for the turnover of the year 1924-25, the 
last available, being 446,14,998 rupees. The figures for 1925-26 show a further 
improvement in Russian imports, though textiles, with a total of 200 tons, were 
still well below the pre-war figures. In 1926 Sir F. Humphrys observed that 
“ from all accounts the volume of business between Afghanistan and Russian 
Central Asia is far less than it was before the war ” (Kabul despatch No. 64 of 
the 13th August, 1926), and the military attache of this Legation, who visited 
Herat in the following year, reported that “ very little Russian trade wa> 
noticeable in the bazaar, the vast majority of the cloth for sale coming from 
English markets. The sugar was all Russian, and there was a predominance of 
Russian oil; matches, which throughout Afghanistan are generally imported 
from Russia, were here British or Swedish, and the tea was Lipton’s or Brooke 
Bond’s. Russian cigarettes and sweets were obtainable, but were expensive, and 
in consequence the Persian cigarette has by far the largest sale. The bazaars, as 
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throughout Afghanistan, were flooded with inferior Russian china. With the 
exception of this, the small quantity of Russian imported goods for sale in the 
bazaar was very remarkable ” (Kabul despatch No. 72 of the 20th August, 1927). 

7. The remaining years of this period show a steady expansion of Russian 
imports, till in the year of the Afghan revolution, 1928-29, these had far exceeded 
pre-war figures, except in regard to textiles, in which presumably Manchester was 
still competing successfully. 

8. As regards exports, an increase in wool is the most notable feature, and 
a revival in cotton, which had dropped to a very small figure. 

Third Period —1930-35 (Annex III(')). 

9. During these years trade between the two countries continued to expand. 
Among imports the figure of textiles rose to 2,318 tons, sugar to 6.065 tons, and 
oil products to 3,463 tons in 1935, while on the export side wool rose to almost 
5,000 tons in 1932, but dropped to 4,500 tons in 1935. Cotton fluctuated 
considerably and is not mentioned in the returns for 1934 and 1935. The export 
of live-stock continued until 1934, when its further export from Afghanistan was 
prohibited, and opium appears for the first time in the returns for 1933 and 1934. 

Fourth Period —1936-38 (Annex 1V(')). 

10. The figures for this period are given in the recently concluded 
agreement. Under imports textiles rise to 2,411 tons in 1937, the lowest figure 
being 1,701 tons for 1938. The figure for sugar is 8,400 tons per annum, and oil 
products (kerosene and petrol) rise to 3,800 tons in 1937. The principal 
remaining imports consist of cotton-seed, of which 460 tons are to be imported 
in 1936, machinery and materials for cotton-ginning and baling and for packing 
wool. On the export side I have taken the figure of 8,000 tons of wool {vide 
article 15, Chapter II) for purposes of comparison, since it seems probable that 
previous returns referred to unwashed and not to washed wool. This figure 
represents a rise of nearly 100 per cent, on previous exports. Cotton rises to 
6,000 tons in 1938 and opium increases to 30 tons annually throughout the period. 

11. The above analysis is interesting in that it shows how very hard Russo- 
Afghan trade was hit by the war and by the slow readjustment of normal 
conditions in Russia after the revolution. For instance, in the case of the two 
main imports, textiles and sugar, it was not till the year 1925-26 that sugar 
reached pre-war figures, and up till the revolution of 1928-29 textiles were still 
far behind the figures of 1913. It would therefore appear necessary, in searching 
for a normal year with which to compare the figures of the new agreement, to 
ignore the pre-revolution period and examine the figures for the years 1930-35, 
when settled conditions were again re-established in Afghanistan. Rven then it 
will probably be advisable to leave out of account the years 1930-31, when the 
brigand Ibrahim Beg was causing so much trouble and presumably dislocation of 
trade in the northern provinces. 

12. If, then, the four years 1932-35 are taken as representing normal years 
of trade, there is still the difficulty that the new trade agreement makes no 
mention of such articles of import as metal ware, china and glass ware and 
miscellaneous goods, which figured in previous returns and which will no doubt 
continue to be imported against exports of Persian lamb, sesame, dried fruit, &c. 
( cf . paragraph 6 (iii) of my despatch No. 140), and includes large quantities of 
baling and packing materials, machinery and cotton-seed which have not so far 
appeared. It is therefore necessary to confine comparison to the main imports 
and exports, which give the following figures :— 

Average of Average of 
1932 - 35 . 1936 - 38 . 


Imports— 


Tons. 

T ons. 

Textiles ... 

... 

1,896 

1,976 

Sugar 

. . . ... ... 

5,718 

8,400 

Oil products 


2,541 

3,530 

Rubber goods 
Exports— 


71 

55 

Wool 


4,474 

3,800 

Cotton 


296 

4,000 

Opium 

(') Not printed. 

12 

30 
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13. In comparing these figures account must be taken of the restrictions 
now being placed by the Afghan Government on contraband trade. These 
restrictions came into force on the formation of the monopoly companies, in 1932, 
but have probably only become fully operative with the conclusion of the trade 
agreement. Taking this into consideration, figures of imports show that textiles 
remain about the same and, indeed, show no very startling increase over pre-war 
figures, this fact being probably due to Japanese competition. Sugar shows an 
increase of 2,682 tons, which is more than accounted for by the import of 
3,200 tons “ for the south,” for which the Russians are giving especially favour¬ 
able terms, and the increase of 989 tons of petrol is largely accounted for in the 
same way (articles 23 and 24 of the agreement, chapter II). Among exports, 
wool shows an increase of 4,326 tons. This is partly due to the stoppage of 
smuggling, which, according to the Prime Minister, was more prevalent in regard 
to exports, for the reception of which the Russians had built special warehouses, 
than to imports, and partly to the diversion of 1,000 tons of Kandahar wool from 
its normal channel of export to India. The increase of 3,704 tons in cotton 
exports, though remarkable, is probably due to the following causes: It has 
been noted that the pre-war export of cotton reached in 1913 the figure of 
2,996 tons. This export dwindled to nothing in 1923-24, but gradually increased 
as conditions in Northern Afghanistan improved, till in 1928-29 it had reached 
the respectable figure of 1,069 tons. The increase in cotton cultivation in Russian 
Turkestan, however, curtailed the Afghan export trade till in 1934 cotton once 
more disappeared from the returns. The fact that the Soviet Trading Companies 
have now been induced to take the whole of the Afghan cotton output, which 
they do not want, is looked upon by the Afghan Government as the most 
satisfactory feature of the whole agreement. 

14. This analysis shows that imports from Russia of sugar and oil products 
and Afghan exports of wool exceed by a considerable amount the figures which 
might reasonably be expected from the geographical position of the two countries. 
The position as regards cotton is not so serious, partly because the cotton- 
producing areas of Afghanistan are mainly to the north of the Hindu Kush and 
therefore within the Russian economic sphere, and partly because the Indian 
markets are presumably not open to the raw cotton of other countries. 

15. On the other hand, it must be remembered that the intention of the 
Afghan Government is to become self-supporting so far as possible in the three 
main commodities which the country can produce, namely, cotton textiles, woollen 
goods and sugar. To do this they are working, as it were, on a three-year plan, 
during which time they hope to develop their output of sugar, for which experi¬ 
ments are being carried out with beet cultivation in the north and cane cultivation 
near Kandahar, and to purchase machinery to manufacture cotton and woollen 
piece-goods. They also hope, rather optimistically, to find sufficient oil in the 
country to supply their internal needs. Evidence of these intentions is given in 
the trade agreement. The Afghan Government have succeeded in inducing the 
Soviet Government to take the whole of their cotton output, and to give in 
exchange cotton piece-goods, cotton seed and machinery for ginning cotton, as well 
as material for ginning and baling. The obvious intention is, while increasing 
their cotton cultivation, to tide over the next three years, during which they hope 
to buy sufficient machinery in England and Germany to be self-supporting in 
the future. Meanwhile, however, in return for this considerable concession on 
the part of the Soviet Government, the Afghan Government have been obliged 
to supply the Russian markets with an increased quantity of wool and to open 
the southern markets of Afghanistan to Russian sugar and petrol. 

16. It is, however, very difficult to say what proportion the present Russo- 
Afghan turnover of trade bears to the total trade of the country. The Afghan 
Government have themselves stated that the volume of trade covered by the new 
agreement represents not more than 25 per cent, of the total trade. In the absence 
of detailed statistics it is not easy to contest this figure; but in 1934 my 
predecessor reckoned that the annual sugar consumption of the country totalled 
15,000 tons (Kabul despatch No. 90 T of 1934), of which 8,400 tons is now to 
come from Russia, and the latest contract with the Burma Shell Company 
provides for an import of 700,000 gallons annually, i.e., 2,800 metric tons, of 
petrol, as against 1,700 tons to be imported by the Sovafghantorg. Moreover, 
the agreement does not take into account Persian lamb, of which the Russians 
usually get at least 50 per cent., nor does it include the commodities mentioned 
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in paragraph 12 above. I recently questioned the Acting Foreign Minister on 
this point, and asked what main commodities were still left for export to India. 
He was quite vague in his reply, while still maintaining his ground that 
Afghanistan had by no means exhausted her export resources. Further evidence 
will no doubt be available when Abdul Majid Khan opens negotiations with the 
Government of India. 

17. In concluding this analysis of Soviet-Afghan trade, I am chiefly 
conscious of its inadequacy, based as it is on incomplete and possibly unreliable 
statistics, and drawn up by a most inexpert hand; but I submit it for what it 
is worth. It may perhaps form a basis on which to build a surer appreciation 
of the trend of Afghan trade when the Government of India are in a position 
to supply more detailed facts and figures. 

18. I am sending a copy of this despatch to the Secretary of State for 
India, the Government of India, and His Majesty’s Senior Trade Commissioner 
in India. 

T have, &c. 

W. K. FRASER-TYTLER. 



[14927] 


h 2 






100 


CHAPTER IY.—INTELLIGENCE SUMMARIES. 

{See also No. 9 above.) 


[N 107/107/97] No. 39. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Sir Samuel Hoare.—(.Received 
January 6, 1936.) 

(No. 141. Confidential.) 

Sir, Kabul, December 13, 1935. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for information a copy of the diary of the 
military attache to this Legation, No. 49, dated the 6th December, 1935. 

2. Paragraph 18.—I drew the attention of the Foreign Minister to this 
article as soon as it appeared. I said that, while I had had very little so far 
to complain of in regard to the attitude of the Afghan press towards the Italo- 
Abyssinian conflict, I should be glad if steps could be taken to prevent the 
publication of such stuff as this in the Afghan press. Not only did it entirely 
misrepresent the policy of His Majesty’s Government, but, appearing as it did 
in the official Afghan paper, it gave the impression that the Afghan Government 
supported the view that my Government were actuated in the present crisis by 
selfish motives. The l si ah had, as he knew, a considerable circulation in Northern 
India. It might be true that no one in Afghanistan read the leading articles, 
but in India an article of this sort would bo read with interest for its anti-British 
views and with some bewilderment for the impression it would give that 
Afghanistan was not whole-heartedly supporting the attitude of the League of 
Nations towards the present dispute. 

Faiz Muhammad said he never read the Islah articles, and apologised for 
the present one, which he admitted to be unfortunate. He would speak to the 
editor, who was “ a stupid and ignorant man,” and tell him to be more careful 
in his selections from other newspapers. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State 
for India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

W. K. FRASER-TYTLER. 


(Secret.) 


Enclosure in No. 39. 

Diary No. 49 for the Week ending December 6, 1935. 


Note.— Where necessary paragraphs are lettered : (A) Information regarded as 
definitely confirmed; (B) Information regarded as fairly reliable but 
requiring confirmation; (C) Information regarded as doubtful and requiring 
confirmation. 


General. 

THE Afghan Government are watching the activities of Abdur Rahim 
Khan (W.W. 89), Minister of Public Works, and the Hazrat of Shor Bazar 
(W.W. 256) very closely, their loyalty to the present regime being under suspicion. 

There are reports that the inhabitants of Kabul are complaining that the 
Prime Minister and the Minister of Defence have given up holding durbars, and 
that minor officials are taking advantage of this and causing inconvenience to 
the public. 

The Afghan Foreign Minister now intends to proceed to India on the 
8th December. He is anxious to meet the Governor of the North-West Frontier 
Province at Peshawar, and after that intends to tour India privately. He stated 
that he would probably have to accept an invitation to visit Moscow in order to 
allay Soviet suspicions, but that his main object was a visit to London, where 
he hoped to be received as an official representative of the Afghan Government 
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on a special mission to discuss questions of mutual interest in regard to the 
frontier and the Soviet menace. 

The Afghan athletic team has now returned from Russia and are stated to 
be highly appreciative of Soviet hospitality, administration and industry. 

Handsome cash presents are stated to have been given to leading members 
of the team. 

It is reported that eight members of the Afridi Jirga at Kahi did not 
return to Tirah. They are stated to have said that they intend to visit Kabul. 


Kabul. 

Internal Situation. 

2. Anti-Yahya IChel. —The Afghan Government are watching the activities 
of Abdur Rahim Khan (W.W. 89), Minister of Public Works, and the Hazrat 
of Shor Bazar (W.W. 256) very closely. Their loyalty to the present regime is 
under suspicion. (B) 

3. Administration. —It is reported that the inhabitants of Kabul are 
complaining that the Prime Minister and the Minister of Defence have given up 
holding durbars, and that, as a result, petitions are not laid before them for 
months. Minor officials are stated to be taking advantage of this and causing 
a great deal of inconvenience to the public. (B) 

Foreign Relations. 

4. Visit of Afghan Foreign Minister to India and Europe. —The Afghan 
Foreign Minister now intends to proceed to India on the 8th December (Diary 
No. 48, paragraph 7). He is apparently anxious to see the Governor of the 
North-West Frontier Province at Peshawar, and after that proposes to tour 
India privately, visiting the following places: Rawalpindi, Delhi, Agra, 
Calcutta, Hyderabad, Bombay and Karachi. (A) After Karachi, he proposes 
to visit Bagdad, and will then probably proceed via Syria to Angora, and thence 
to Moscow, Berlin, Paris and London. 

The Afghan Foreign Minister stated (A) during the week that, in order 
to allay Soviet suspicions, he would probably have to accept their invitation to 
visit Moscow, but that his main object was a visit to London, where he hoped 
he would be received as an official representative of the Afghan Government on 
a special mission to discuss questions of mutual interest in regard to the frontier 
and the Soviet menace. 

5. Afghanistan and the Iran-1 raq-Turk Pact. —There have been many 
contradictory reports during the week as to whether Afghanistan had, or had 
not, signed the Non-Aggression Pact between Iran, Iraq and Turkey. 

In the course of a recent conversation the Afghan Prime Minister stated (A) 
that the Iranian Foreign Minister had brought a draft of the' pact with him 
when he came to Kabul recently and that he had discussed the question with him. 
The Afghan Government had not been impressed by the text of the pact itself, 
or the reasons given by Mr. Kazemi for suggesting that they should become 
parties to it. The draft was badly worded and, in places, contradictory. The 
Afghan Government were content with the Covenant of the League of Nations, 
but they did not wish to appear ill-disposed towards the project, or be suspected 
of unfriendly motives by the Iranian Government. They had therefore given 
Mr. Kazemi a letter to the effect that they were ready to adhere to the pact and 
would instruct their representative in Tehran or Angora to sign on their behalf 
as soon as the draft was ready. 

6. Afghan Athletic Team’s Visit to Russia. —The Afghan athletic team 
which recently visited Tashkent and Moscow (Diary No. 47, paragraph 18) lost 
most of the games they played there. Rumour has it that the Minister of Defence 
is not pleased with the results of the games played. 

Abdul Wahid Khan (W.W. 130), Muhammad Siddiq Khan Tarzi (brother 
of the Afghan Minister to Tokyo) and Abdul Latif Khan are stated to be very 
appreciative of the Russians and their treatment of them while in Russia, and 
openly praise Russian administration and industry. (B) 

A report from a secret source states that the Russian War Minister gave 
the following presents to members of the team : Abdul Wahid Khan £500, 
Muhammad Siddiq Khan £200 and three other members of the team £300. At 
Tashkent the team were presented with hockey sticks and footballs. (B) 
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Foreign Affairs. 

7. Italian Lira Notes. —The Islah of the 30th November published a 
communique issued by the Italian Legation at Kabul on the 16th November, 1935, 
stating that all notes of 1,000 Italian lire and 500 Italian lire in the possession 
of people in Afghanistan may be sent by insured post to banks in Italy (a list 
of which is given) and the money recovered, or deposited in the various banks 
without interest. Shares in Italian companies may also be purchased and 
deposited for safe custody in any one of the banks named. 

8. Employment of Germans in Afghanistan. —On the 29th November 
Dr. Ripken, secretary to the German Legation, asked (A) what the Government 
of India thought about the increasing number of Germans now coming to 
Afghanistan, and said that he thought the Government of India would perhaps 
prefer that Germans rather than Russians developed Afghanistan, and regard 
them as the lesser of the two evils. 

9. Prime Minister’s Dinner to His Majesty’s Minister to Tehran. —The 
Afghan Prime Minister gave a dinner to Mr. H. M. Knatchbull-Hugessen, His 
Majesty’s Minister at Tehran, on the 1st December. The Afghan Minister of 
Defence, leading Afghan officials, His Majesty’s Minister at Kabul and members 
of His Majesty’s Legation at Kabul with their wives were present. There were 
no speeches. (A) 

A fghan Relations with British Tribes. 

10. Afridis. —It is reported that about eight members of the Afridi Jirga 
at Kahi (Diary No. 48, paragraph 3) have remained there and not returned to 
Tirah. They are reported to have said that they intend to visit Kabul. (B) 

An unconfirmed report states that S. Muhammad Daud Khan (W.W. 239a) 
was recently sent to Jalalabad to meet and discuss matters with the Afridis. (C) 

11. Madda Khel. —It is reported that during the week nine camel loads of 
piece-goods and ten people (some Tajiks of Urgun and some Zadrans of Afghan 
territory) were detained in the Madda Khel tribal area by a man named Maizar, 
who confiscated the goods and demanded a ransom of 2,000 rupees for each of 
the persons detained. (B) 

An unconfirmed report states that the Madda Khel Wazirs will adopt the 
above method in respect of all Afghans travelling through their area, and that 
Wazirs of Birmal will be required to swear on the Quran that the goods they are 
transporting are their own property, otherwise the goods will be seized. (C) 

12. Chamkannis. —Two Jajis of Surkhpul (Map 38/F. D-3) in the Southern 
Province who were recently travelling via Lakarai in the Safed Koh to Jalalabad 
were waylaid by a party of Para Chamkannis of the Kurram Tribal Territory 
and taken to the Kurram as prisoners. It is reported that on hearing this the 
Jajis induced a Para Chamkanni in Parachinar to visit them on the grounds 
that they had a rifle for sale. They then detained him and did not report the 
fact to the local Afghan authorities. (B) 

13. Afghan Absconders in Kurram. —An inhabitant of Astia (Chakmanni- 
Kurram border) recently stated that some absconders from Afghanistan now 
living in the Kurram Valley are in the habit of stealing animals from the 
Afghans of Afghan territory, and on receipt of half the value of the stolen 
animals then release or return them. (B) 

14. “ Pak.” —Ghund Mishar Sher Baz Khan has arrived in Kabul, having 
been summoned by the Minister of Defence. He was seen by the Minister of 
Defence on the 21st November, and is stated to have failed to carry out his 
mission in connexion with “ Pak ” (Diary No. 13, paragraph 5). (B) 


Southern Province. 

15. Mangal-Ahmadzai Dispute .—A dispute over the ownership of a hill 
has arisen between the Khajor Mangals and the Khand Khel Ahmadzais. The 
Governor of the Southern Province appointed a jirga to settle the dispute. The 
Mangals did not attend the jirga or allow members of the jirga to visit the hill. 
The Governor has now reported the hill case to the Minister of Defence, and 
stated that the defiant attitude of the Mangals is due to the influence of 
N. S. Zalmai Khan (W.W. 691). (B) 
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16. Despatch of Treasure. —On the 21st November 500,000 rupees (Afghani) 
were despatched from the Treasury at Kabul to the Southern Province. It is 
stated that the money was required there for normal expenses. (B) 


Kandahar Province. 

17. Suppression of Arms. —The Governor of Kandahar, S. Daud Khan 
(W.W. 239a), is reported to be strictly enforcing his order that no one other than 
the military or police is to carry arms in the Kandahar Province. (B) 


The Press. 

18. Abyssinian Dispute. —The Islah of the 25th November contains an 
article entitled : “ The part borne by England, Italy and Abyssinia in the 
present conflict.” The article is copied from the Japan Times and written by 
Mr. Oreshi Wakari. The gist of the article regarding England’s part in the 
conflict is— 

(a) That England pretends to uphold the sanctity of treaties and inter¬ 

national law, and then to suit herself contravenes them and signs a 
naval treaty with Germany which clearly infringes article 181 of the 
Versailles Treaty and makes void the naval agreements of London and 
Washington. 

( b ) That England, in spite of owning about half of the world, has taken her 

stand against Italy in order to prevent Italian expansion. 

In conclusion, the writer states that if England insists in continuing hei 
hostile attitude, and forces members of the League to side with her against Italy, 
civilised England becomes a supporter of slavery, and obviously prefers savagery 
to civilisation. 

19. Japanese Aims in Siam. —The Anis of the 23rd October contains an 
article dealing with the geographical position of Siam, and states that the 
Japanese Government are keen on taking a concession to construct a canal 
between the Bay of Bengal and the China Sea. The object is stated to be to 
counteract the British naval base at Singapore, and to enable Japan, after 
establishing herself in China, to advance to the Bay of Bengal. 

This is said to be Japan’s answer to the strengthening of the naval base 
at Singapore. 

20. Japan and Islam. —The Anis of the 9th October contains an article 
describing the visit of a Japanese consul in Egypt to a mosque at Port Said. 
He is reported to have made a speech to the religious teachers, in the course 
of which he stressed the fact that Japan offered help to Islamic societies in 
Japan, and added that if the East and West would act on the principles laid 
down in the Quran a great advancement in religious and political life would 
ensue. 

The Anis, in commenting on this, states: ‘‘The Japanese are very much 
attached to Islam and Moslems, and there is no enmity between Islamic nations 
and Japan, as is the case between Jewish and Christian nations and Mahometan 
countries. This is due to the fact that Japan is situated in the Far East, and 
political collisions are unlikely. 

‘‘Some people are under the impression that Japan has aided Islam for 
political reasons, her main object being to draw Moslem nations closer together 
in order to prepare the way for future conquests in the Far East. We are. 
however, prepared to leave the spread of Islam to itself, as no one can deny the 
great blessings which it bestows.” 


The Army. 

21. Opening of Divisional N.C.O.s Schools. — (a) The Islah of the 27th 
November announces the opening of a n.c.o.s school at Charikar in the area of the 
Koh-i-Daman Firqa, the opening ceremony being performed by F. M. Nur 
Muhammad Khan (W.W. 485a). 

[14927] h 4 
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( b ) According to the Islah of the 27th November a school for n.c.o.s of the 
Qataghan and Badakshan Firqa (Division) was opened at Khanabad on the 
29th October. Kandak Mishar Baz Muhammad Khan is in command of the 
school. 

22. Brigade of Recruits at Kandahar .—His Majesty’s consul at Kandahar 
reports that one ghund (brigade) of recruits is now stationed at Kokrai, 8 miles 
west of Kandahar on the Herat road, and are parading daily. This is probably 
the composite reservist ghund transferred recently from Kabul to Kandahar. (B) 

23. Recruiting in Kandahar Province .—His Majesty’s consul at Kandahar 
reports that Fazai Muhammad Nurzai, Mulki F. M. Malik Zakum Khan 
Achakzai (W.W. 691a), returned to Kadanai after promising to supply recruits 
(Diary No. 48, paragraph 28). About fifty recruits from Kadanai reached 
Kandahar during the week. (B) 

24. Training .—It is reported that students undergoing military training 
under Colonel Makki Bey (Turk) have, after being tested, been sent back to their 
units in the 2nd Kabul Firqa (Division) and the Shahi Firqa. (B) 

25. Arms .—Two cases said to contain one automatic pistol and 1,000 safety 
cartridges, intended for the Afghan Minister of Defence, were imported at 
Karachi from Belgium per steamship Uhenfels during the week. (A) 


Communications. 

26. Closing of the Deruh and Baroghil Routes. —The Afghan Foreign 
Minister stated (A) recently that the reason for the closing of the Wakhan 
route was due to the fact that there was no Afghan consul in Sinkiang, and that 
the local Afghan authorities were interpreting the new visa rules literally and 
had closed the route to travellers without visas. He suggested that there were 
three possible solutions of the problem:— 

(a) The Afghan Government might ask the British consul-general to issue 

visas. 

(b) The Afghan Government should conclude a treaty with China and then 

appoint an Afghan consul to Kashgar. 

(c) The situation should remain as at present. 

The Afghan Government are now considering the question. 

27. Badakshan Road. —The Anis . of the 23rd October announces the 
commencement of a new road from Khanabad towards Badakshan. This new 
route is to take the place of the road from Kishm (Map 37/H. D-l) towards 
Badakshan, as it has been found that this road is often snowbound, is badly 
graded and is not fit for continuous motor traffic. The new route selected is 
stated to fulfil all requirements, but no details of the new alignment are given, 
though it may be presumed that it is a lower and more northerly one. 

28. Bridges — Kandahar Province : (a) Helmand Bridge. —Digging and 
boring for foundations of pillars is reported to be in progress for the new 
Helmand Bridge. (B) 

(b) Farah Rud Bridge. —Work on this bridge continues, and is nearly 
complete. Lorries can still pass easily through the river. (B) 

(c) Kliash Rud. —No work is in progress, nor is material being collected for 
a bridge over the Khash Rud (Dilaram). (B) 

29. Bridge—Herat Province : Pul-i-Malan. —The Pul-i-Malan at Herat has 
been repaired, and has been open to traffic for some months. (B) 


Individuals. 

30. British Subjects .— (a) Mr. H. M. Knatchbull-Hugessen, His Majesty’s 
Minister at Tehran, accompanied by Mrs. Knatchbull-Hugessen, left Kabul for 
India via Kandahar on the 4th December. 

(b) The Karl of Warwick and Mr. E. Schroeder arrived at Kabul from 
Mazar-i-Sharif on the 4th December and are staying in the Legation. They 
leave for India via Peshawar on the 7th December. 

31. Afghan Officials. — (a) Hafizullah Khan, Mudir-i-Muhasiba, in the 
Afghan Foreign Office, has been appointed private secretary to the Foreign 
Minister. (A) 
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(b) Abdul Rauf Klian, a sarkatib of the Ministry of Education, has been 
appointed Mudir-i-Muhasiba, Afghan Foreign Office. (A) 

(c) Nur Muhammad Khan, private secretary to the Afghan Foreign Minister, 
has been appointed secretary to the Afghan Legation at Paris, and has left for 
Paris, travelling via Russia (B) 

(d) Abdul Qayum Khan, secretary to the Afghan delegation to the League 
of Nations, Geneva, is proceeding via India this week to take up his appoint¬ 
ment. (A) 

(e) Sultan Ahmad Khan, A.D.C. to the King, is proceeding to Europe on 
a pleasure trip on the 8th December, and travels via India and Iraq. He will 
accompany his brother, the Afghan Foreign Minister, to India. (A) 

32. 'Other Afghans .—The I slab of the 30th November announces the death 
of Haji Mullah Ahmad Ali Khan Kushkaki, father of Burhan-ud-din-Kushkaki 
(W.W. 233), editor of the Islah, and also the death of Allama-i-Fazil Professor 
Ghulam Muhammad Khan, a famous draughtsman and mudir of the School 
of Fine Arts. 

A. S. LANCASTER, Major, 

Military A ttnche. 


[N 206/107/97] No. 40. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Sir Samuel Hoare.—{Received 
January 13, 1936.) 

(No. 145. Confidential.) 

Sir, Kabul, December 18, 1935. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for information a copy of the diary of the 
military attache to this Legation, No. 50, dated the 13th December, 1935. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &e. 

(For the Minister), 
W. R. HAY. 


(Secret.) 


Enclosure in No. 40. 

Diary No. 50 for the Week ending December 13, 1935. 
General. 


THE Afghan Foreign Minister left Kabul for India and Europe on the 
7th December (Diary No. 49, paragraph 4). 

Badshah Gul (W.W. 224) is still in Kabul as a State guest. Negotiations 
regarding the return of Badshah Gul to his home are in progress, and it is 
possible that he may be allowed to visit his home providing he undertakes to 
return to Kabul with his family in a few months’ time. 

It is now stated that a total sum of 5,000 Afghani rupees was paid to the 
Afridi jirga at Kahi as “ kharcha ” by the Afghan Government (Diary No. 48, 
paragraph 3). Only eight to twelve members of this jirga are said to have 
remained at Kahi, the remainder having returned to Tirah. 

The Faqir of Alingar is reported to have visited Afghan Mohmand territory 
with a view to settling differences between the Mohmands, Bajauris and 
Mamunds, and is said to have admonished the Bajauris for their failure to assist 
the Mohmands during the recent disturbances. He expressed the hope that in 
the event of trouble in the future they would offer a united front. 


Kabul. 

Internal Situation. 

2. Kabul Administration .—The Prime Minister sent for the Wali of Kabul 
and Ahmad Shah Khan, head of the Intelligence Branch, during the week and 
admonished them for slackness and failing to check offences against law and order 
in Kabul. They are now busy making arrests. (B) 
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3. Theft from the German Legation. —An Afghan employee of the German 
Legation in Kabul recently stole a box containing Indian currency notes and sold 
the notes to two Indian merchants. The police traced the notes to these 
merchants, who have been fined 2,000 rupees and 500 rupees respectively; and the 
Indian notes found in their possession were confiscated. (B) 

4. Dispute in the Southern Province. —It is reported that the Mongols aie 
engaged in internal tribal disputes, as well as disputes with other tribes of the 
province. The Jajis have also been quarrelling amongst themselves. The 
Governor of the Southern Province has failed to settle these disputes, and tribal 
representatives came to Kabul to interview the Minister of Defence, but he 
declined to set aside the decisions of the Governor. The tribes are stated to be 
dissatisfied with the attitude of the Minister of Defence. (B) 

Afghan Relations with British Tribes. 

5. Mohmands. —Badshah Gul (W.W. 224) is still in Kabul and is the guest 
of the Afghan Prime Minister, having come to Kabul of his own free will on 
safe-conduct. Negotiations regarding the return of Badshah Gul to his home 
are in progress, and it is possible that he may be allowed to visit his home on 
condition that he returns to Kabul with his family in a few months and remains 
there. (A) 

6. Faqir of Alingar. — (a) His Majesty’s consul at Jalalabad reports that 

the Faqir of Alingar and thirteen followers spent the first three nights of 
Ramzan in Hadda and performed the “ Khatima-i-Quran ” there. As far as is 
known, he did not visit Jalalabad or see the Governor of the Eastern 

Province. (B) 

( b) The Faqir is stated to have recently visited the territory of the Isa Khel, 
Usmani Khel, Babazai and Khawazai Mohmands of Afghan territory with a 
view to settling differences between the Mohmands, Mamunds and Bajauris. He 
admonished the Bajaur tribes for their failure to assist the Mohmands, and hoped 
that in future they would be able to present a united front. (B) 

7. Afridis. — (a) The Afghan Prime Minister recently stated (A) that the 

Afridi jirga which visited Kahi on the 19th November (Diary No. 48, 

paragraph 3) was instructed to proceed to Achin (Map 38/J. S-79) and was there 
interviewed by the Hakim of Achin. “ Kharcha ” at the rate of 3 rupees 
(Afghani) were paid to each member of the jirga. The jirga, he said, was not 
more than 1,200 strong, and the total sum disbursed was not more than 
5,000 rupees (Afghani). He also stated that the Afridis generally were suffering 
severely from the economic depression in Tirah. 

(b) His Majesty’s consul at Jalalabad reports that the arrival of the Afridi 
jirga at Jalalabad was accidental, as the Governor of the Eastern Province had 
ordered the jirga to await him at Kahi (Map 38/J. N-70). Apparently the 
message did not reach all of the Afridis and some came on to Jalalabad. (B) 

The Governor of the Eastern Province saw the whole jirga at Kahi and 
distributed “ kharcha ” on the scale given in Diary No. 48, paragraph 3. 

It is believed that there are still some eight to twelve Afridis left in Kahi 

(c) No confirmation can be obtained regarding the alleged visit of 
S. Muhammad Daud Khan (W.W. 239a) to the Eastern Province to interview the 
Afridis (Diary No. 49, paragraph 10). (C) 

8. The Kurram. —A Mangal of Kurram named Fazal Din is stated to have 
sent a report to the Afghan Government saying that:—(B) 

(a) Timber in Afghan territory is still being cut and taken to the Kurram 

Valley. 

( b) A Mangal named Gulaf Khan of Hazar Darakht (Map 38/G. R-55) in 

Afghan territory is an intelligence agent of the political agent, 
Kurram, and visits him once or twice a month. In the Mohmand 
disturbance Gulaf Khan is stated to have reported that the Afghan 
Government were sending money and munitions to the Mohmands. 

The Governor of the Southern Province has been asked to make enquiries as 
to the correctness of these statements and report the result to the Afghan 
Government. 

9. The Lewanai Faqir. —The Faqir is stated to have petitioned the Afghan 
Government for his release and permission to return home. The Naqib of 
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Chaharbagh (W.W. 546) is reported to have sent a letter of recommendation with 
the petition. The Afghan Government have not yet replied to the petition. (B) 

10. Madda Khel. —F.M. Fir Muhammad Khan (W.W. 500) of Urgan is 
reported to have forwarded two letters, from the relatives of the late Malik 
Zangi Khan to the Afghan Government, to the effect that they had made great 
efforts to locate mischief makers. (It is presumed this relates to “ Pak,”) One 
letter states that the British and Afghan Governments are trying to ruin the 
family of Zangi Khan. The Afghan Government have replied that they have no 
intention of doing anything which might damage such an old family as that of 
Zangi Khan. (B) 

The second letter states that the British Government have cancelled previous 
allowances to the Hassan Khel, and the Hassan Khel are refusing to enter into a 
new agreement. The letter then asks the Afghan Government whether they will 
extend the same treatment to them as they have done to the Hassan Khel in the 
event of a similar dispute with the British. No reply to this letter has been sent 
so far. 

11. Mahstids. — (a) The Minister of Defence held a durbar on the 
5th December, at which Ahmad Jan, son of Naib Salar Musa Khan, Mahsud 
(W.W. 462), and Saivid Lai Shah, an outlaw of Tank Dera Ismail Khan 
District, who is now an agent of F.M. Ramzan Khan Mahsud (W.W. 519 a), were 
presented, and eight months’ allowances due to Musa Khan and Ramzan Khan 
were paid. (B) 

( b ) S. Lai Shah is stated to have brought a letter from F.M. Ramzan Khan 
saying how pleased the Mahsuds and Wazirs were regarding the sympathetic 
interest shown by the Afghan Government in the Mohmands during the recent 
disturbance, and expressing the hope that they will obtain similar treatment in 
the event of trouble. (B) 

(c) Musa Khan Mahsud also sent a letter to the Minister of Defence stating 
that the British have recently taken possession of Oba Shami Khela, near Razmak. 
The owners are said to be very dissatisfied. It is reported that a reply has been 
sent to him saying that action will be taken in the matter, and a letter has been 
addressed by the Minister of Defence to the Afghan Foreign Minister. (B) 

(d) The Afghan Prime Minister stated (A) that the report that a son and 
nephew of Ramzan Khan are at school in Kabul is untrue (cf. Diary No. 42, 
paragraph 7 (6)). 

Ihzariah School Examinations. 

12. The examinations are now over. It is stated that Wazir boys did not 
secure good marks, and are complaining that the examiners did not treat them 
fairly. The boys proceed to their homes shortly for the winter vacation. (B) 


Aviation—Civil. 

Kabul-Termez Service. 

13. A Russian mouoplane arrived in Kabul on the 12th December. The 
last arrival was a biplane on the 16th November (Diary No. 47, paragraph 2). It 
is not known when the biplane left Kabul. 


Commerce. 

Indian Trade Licences. 

14. It is reported that the Afghan Minister for Commerce has issued orders 
tint no trade licences should in future be given to Indian traders. 

Those Indian traders who are already established in Afghanistan are stated 
to have secured a renewal of their trade licences for the current year with the 
greatest difficulty. 

Indian traders are now not allowed to deal in “ Hundis,” and they complain 
that the Afghan Government already have a monopoly in the import of sugar, 
petrol, motor cars and cement, and may shortly monopolise the import of piece- 
goods, with a view to further reducing the business of Indian traders. (B) 

The Afghan Government have a monopoly in the “ Karakuli ” trade, and 
ha\e decided to give a monopoly in the export of dried fruit to Afghan traders. 
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Indian traders state that they can only obtain a visa from the Afghan Visa 
Officer, Peshawar, after furnishing a cash security to his satisfaction in 
Peshawar. 

The object of the above restrictions, it is stated, is totally to exclude Indian 
traders from business in Afghanistan. 

Operations of the Shirkat-i-Pashtun. 

15. The Islah of the 3rd December states that the Shirkat-i-Pashtun has 
had a most successful year of business in dried fruits. This year more than 
50,000 Indian maunds of fruit have been exported, and the prices of dried fruits 
in foreign markets have increased 20 per cent, to 30 per cent, as compared with 
last year. 

Petrol. 

16. Haji Ghulam Haider Khan, director of the Petrol Company, and 
Muhammad Nabi Khan, a mamur of the company, are proceeding to India shortly 
to discuss prices of petrol supplied by the Burma Shell Oil Company (Diary 
No. 48, paragraph 15). (B) 


The Army. 

Arrival of Guns at Kabul. 

17. Two guns have reached Kabul during the week from Mazar-i-Sharif. 
It is not known whether these guns have been sent to Kabul for repair or are 
connected with normal reliefs. (B) 

Landai Kliyber Post. 

18. His Majesty’s consul at Jalalabad reports that the construction of a 
new military post at Landai Khyber is in progress. The contract for this has 
been given to Baghi Shah of Darband. (B) 

Inspection of Troops at Ur gun. 

19. According to the Islah of the 4th December, the G.O.C. 1st Firqa 
(Division) Southern Army Corps inspected the 3rd Infantry Brigade, 1st Kandak 
(Battalion) of the 1st Brigade, and the 1st Kandak of the Artillery at Urgun 
recently. He is stated to have been very satisfied with his inspection, and 
distributed rewards to officers. 

Barracks at Herat. 

20. His Majesty’s consul at Kandahar reports that, according to 
Dr. Imam-ud-Din, F.M. Abdul Ahad Khan (W.W. 5a), G.O.C., Herat, has built 
two new barracks and a house for senior officers. He has also established shops 
near the military barracks, so that military personnel may make their purchases 
without visiting the town. (B) 

Foreign Instructors . 

21. The Turkish instructor, Colonel Makki Bey, is stated to have tendered 
his resignation to the Minister of Defence; but, after tactful treatment, and being 
congratulated on the good results of his instruction, the Minister of Defence has 
secured his consent to stay in Kabul for a further three years. (B) 


Communications. 

Badaklislian Road. Routes N.E. 

22. The Islah of the 4th December states that, according to a report received 
from Khanabad, the road from Khanabad to Faizabad has been realigned, and 
construction of the new road has commenced; 3,000 men are at present employed 
between Gumbad and Pul-i-Begum in the Kishm (Map 37/H. D-l) Ilaqa. The 
work is being personally supervised by the Governor of Qataghnn and Badakhshan 
(Diary No. 49, paragraph 27). 

Bridge at Chagha. Routes N.E. 

23. According to a report from Khanabad received by the Islah, and 
published on the 4th December, the officiating Governor of the Province laid the 
foundation stone of a bridge at Chagha (?). Leading officials and the municipal 
band attended the ceremony. 
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JJ rgun-Gomal Road. Routes S.E. 

24. E.M. Pir Muhammad Khan (W.W. 500) has reported that he visited 
Gomal Kats (Map 33/D. D-3) recently, and found that the motor road from 
Urgun to Gomal had been completed. (B) 

Helmand Bridge. Routes S. W. 

25. His Majesty’s consul at Kandahar states that work on this bridge is 

proceeding rapidly under Herr Zehme, the German engineer. There are to be 
five masonry arches, of which the centre arch over the main channel will have a 
span of 70 feet (Diary No. 49, paragraph 28). (B) 

Farah Rud Bridge. Routes S. W. 

26. Herr Zehme told His Majesty’s consul at Kandahar that work on this 

bridge is near completion. Arches and culverts are already finished, but road 
foundations still have to be laid (Diary No. 49, paragraph 28). (B) 


His Majesty’s Legation. 

27. Major W. R. Hay, C.I.E., counsellor of this Legation, left Kabul for 
Peshawar on the 7th December, and returned to Kabul on the 12th December. 

Foreign Missions. 

Japanese Legation. 

28. Mr. S. Toychara, secretary to the Japanese Legation, left Kabul for 
Japan, via Peshawar, on the 11th December. 

Individuals. 

A fghan Officials. 

29. — (a) The Afghan Foreign Minister (W.W. 243) left Kabul on the 7th 
December for India and Europe. 

( b) Zulfikar Khan, an adviser in the Prime Minister’s office, is proceeding 
to India shortly on a pleasure trip. 

(c) Abdul Qayum Khan, Mudir-i-Umumi of Customs in the Afghan Trade 
Ministry, is visiting India shortly on official business. 

A fghans. 

30. Abdul Ghafur Khan, son of Abdul Hussain Khan (W.W. 47), Afghan 
Ambassador at Moscow, is visiting India shortly to attend the marriage of his 
nephew. (B) 

Turkish. 

31. Dr. Hasan Re$at, a Turkish chemist in Kabul, is proceeding on three 
months’ leave to Constantinople in the middle of December 1935, and intends to 
travel via India and Iraq. (B) 

A. S. LANCASTER, Major, 

Military A ttache. 


|N 347/107/97] No. 41. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden.—(Received January 20, 1936.) 
(No. 146. Confidential.) 

Sir, Kabul, December 27, 1935. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for information a copy of the diary of the 
military attache to this Legation, No. 51, dated the 20th December, 1935. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

(For the Minister), 
W. R. HAY. 









110 


(Secret.) 


Enclosure in No. 41. 

Diary No. 51 for the Week ending December 20, 1935. 


General. 

AFGHANISTAN is quiet, everyone being occupied with Ramzan. 

The Minister of Defence intends to visit Europe after Ramzan in order to 
obtain medical treatment. There appears to be difficulty in finding someone 
suitable to officiate for him during his absence. He is to be accompanied by a 
doctor and one or more officers. 

The Cultural Department of the Japanese Ministry for Foreign Affairs have 
offered to pay all the expenses of six Afghan students who are to proceed to 
Japan shortly for commercial, engineering and military training. The funds 
required for these scholarships are stated to be derived from contributions of 
such firms as Mitsui and Mitsubishi. 

Saiyid Almar Afridi (W.W. 542), with a few followers, is reported to have 
arrived in Kabul, and, though not much in evidence, he is believed to be a State 
guest. It is stated that he has had an interview with the Prime Minister, and 
is expected to leave Kabul shortly. 

The 5-rupee Afghani notes recently issued are in free circulation in Kabul 
and, though people generally still prefer coin, there have been no cases of refusals 
to accept the notes. The Afghan Government appear to be carrying out a certain 
amount of propaganda with a view to popularising the use of paper money, as a 
number of editorials and inspired articles have appeared in the I slab and other 
newspapers. It is still too early to say whether the Afghan Government will 
succeed in bringing paper money into general use; the real test will occur when 
notes of larger denominations are issued. 


Kabul. 

Proposed Visit of the Minister of Defence to Europe. 

2. — (a) The Minister of Defence stated (A) that he intended to visit Europe 
shortly, probably after Ramzan, in order to obtain expert medical treatment for 
goitre, which he said was affecting his heart. 

(b) It is reported that the Minister of Defence is making preparations for 
his trip to Europe, and has drawn £6,000 from the Government Treasury for 
expenses in connexion with his journey. 

He is to be accompanied by Dr. Qureshi (W.W. 513a) and one of the 
following officers : G. M. Mustafa Khan, Deputy Chief of the General Staff, 
G. M. Muhammad Ihsan Khan of the air force or Abdul Wahid Khan 
(W.W. 130). 

The appointment of someone to act for him as Minister of Defence during 
his absence is under consideration. The suggestions are that— 

(i) The Prime Minister should take charge of the Ministry of Defence and 
issue orders to the heads of the various departments. 

(ii) Daud Khan (W.W. 239a) be appointed Acting Minister of Defence, 

though he is thought to be rather young for the post. 

(iii) F. M. Asadullah Khan (W'.W. 199) be appointed. The Minister of 

Defence being in favour of this appointment and the Prime Minister 
against it. 

No decision has been reached as yet. (B) 

Afghan Students proceeding to Japan. 

3. —(a) On the 13th December M. Fraissd, of the French school, Kabul, 
stated (A) that the Afghan Government were sending six students to Japan for 
commercial, engineering and military training. The Japanese Government is 
stated to be paying all their expenses. The students selected for training consist 
of four students from the Faculty of Science, while one is at present in, or an 
ex-student of, the Habibia College. 

The students include a son of the Minister of Commerce and a nephew of 
the Minister of Education. 
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(b) According to a cutting from the Javan Advertiser dated the 
19th November recently received in this Legation, the expenses of these students 
are being paid by the Cultural Department of the Japanese Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs. The funds required for these scholarships are stated to be derived from 
contributions by such firms as Mitsui and Mitsubishi. 

Despatch of Medical Students to India. 

4. The Afghan Prime Minister asked (A) if eight or ten Afghan medical 
students with one instructor could be sent to Calcutta for a three months’ course 
in anatomy and dissection, and said that if permission be given he would like to 
send them in ten days’ time. 

The request has been referred to the Government of India. 

Forged Indian Currency Notes. 

5. According to information received from a usually reliable source, forged 
Indian currency notes are being made in Malik Din Khel territory of the Khyber 
Agency. A certain Qazi and a blacksmith are stated to be responsible for the 
manufacture of these notes. A large number of these notes of 10 rupee 
denomination were recently brought to Afghanistan by some Jajis of Hariob, 
Afghan territory, and a number reached Kabul. One of these notes was 
discovered by the Afghan authorities and the owner was fined and the note 
confiscated. (B) 


Afghan Relations with British Tribes. 


Eastern Province. 

6. Faqir of Alingar. —According to reports received by His Majesty’s 
consul at Jalalabad, the Faqir of Alingar visited Hadda (Map 38/J. N-42) on 
the 27th November, and, after staying there a few days, left for Bajaur on the 
1st December. (B) 

Reports (unconfirmed so far) indicate that he was granted an interview by 
the Governor of the Eastern Province. 

7. Haji of Turangzai. —His Majesty’s consul at Jalalabad reports that, 
according to information received from a usually reliable source, the Haji of 
Turangzai arrived at Zarbacha in the vicinity of Batikot (Map 38/J. N. 71) 
during the week, and is staying there at present. (B) 

8. Afridis. —It is reported that Saiyid Almar Afridi (W.W. 542) with a 
few followers has arrived in Kabul and is being treated as a State guest. He 
has had an interview with the Prime Minister and is expected to leave Kabul 
shortly. (B) 

Southern Province. 

9. Wazirs. —F.M. Pir Muhammad Khan (W.W. 500) is reported to have 
summoned a jirga at Urgun to discuss the new orders of the Afghan Government 
regarding the recruitment of Ahmadzai and Kabul Khel Wazirs and the grant 
of allowances. It is stated that the intention is to recruit 200 men from the 
Ahmadzais and 200 from the Kabul Khel for the militia. (B) 

10. Mahsuds. —It is reported that Ame Khan Mahsud Malkhel, of Karma 
South Waziristan, has been sending intelligence reports to the War Ministry 
through F.M. Pir Muhammad Khan of Urgan (W.W. 500). 

One of his recent reports stated that the British were about to construct a 
road from Razmak to Wana via Badar. (B) 

He also attached a sketch of Ladha Post, and said it was a militia post and 
the garrison obtained its water from a stream near by through a pumping 
machine. 


Commerce. 

.4 fghan Currency Notes. 

11.— (a) The issue of 5-rupee Afghani notes is in free circulation in Kabul, 
and, as far as is known, there have been no cases of refusals to accept them. 

The people generally, however, prefer to have copper coins, and they 
endeavour to dispose of what notes they may have as quickly as possible. 
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The following can be said to explain the attitude of the people of Kabul 
regarding these notes :— 

(i) Lack of complete confidence in the stability of the present regime. 

(ii) That in the event of a change of Government the notes may become 

valueless. 

(iii) The severe losses caused to traders as a result of Russian rouble notes 

becoming worthless. Traders and other individuals still have a lot of 
these notes stored away. (B) 

(iv) That paper money can be easily stolen or destroyed by fire. 

( b) The Afghan Government state (A) that six more boxes of notes left 
England on the 6th December by the steamship Chitral and are due to reach 
Karachi on the 2nd January. 

(c) The Islah of the 15th December contains what appears to be an inspired 
article regarding the use of paper currency, and is probably propaganda to 
popularise the present and future issues of the new Afghan notes. 

Conference of Traders regarding the Issue of Afghan Currency Notes. 

12. The Islah of the 10th December states that a conference of traders was 
called recently by Abdul Majid Khan (W.W. 72a), the head of the Shirkat-i- 
Ashami, to discuss the use of currency notes. 

Abdul Majid Khan explained the position of notes and coins in business, 
and mentioned that coined money to the extent of 10 million Afghanis had been 
deposited by the Revenue Ministry in the National Bank as cover for this year’s 
issue of 2 million 5-rupee Afghani notes. The Islah hopes that officials and 
others will take every opportunity to educate the public to the use of paper money 

Sale of Shares in the Shirkat-i-Ashami (National Bank). 

13. The Islah of the 15th December announces the offer for sale of 5,000 
new shares of 1,000 Afghani rupees each in the Shirkat-i-Ashami. It is stated 
that the profit of the bank for the year 1314 (1935-36) should not be less than 
70 per cent, to 75 per cent., and it is for this reason that the “ A ” shares of the 
bank have appreciated in value about 100 per cent. 

The reason for the offer of the shares is stated to be to give everyone an 
opportunity of taking an interest in the National Bank. The shares are 
obtainable at all branches of the bank up to the 5th March, 1936. 

Move of the Sliirkat-i-Ashami to the Kabul Hotel. 

14. The National Bank is now conducting its business in the old portion of 
the Kabul Hotel building, having moved there during the week from its old 
premises. (A) 

Formation of a Nciv Trading Company in the North. 

15. The Islah of the 11th December contains a notice regarding the sale of 
shares in the Shirkat-i-Ittihadia-i-Shumali (United Northern Company). This 
company has been formed by traders of Mazar-i-Sharif and North of the Hindu 
Kush, and is to have a capital of 15 million Afghanis. The founders of this 
company are said to be the National Bank (Shirkat-i-Ashami) and directors of 
the Shirkat-i-Akhawan, Shirkat-i-Iqdam and Shirkat-i-Sabir. Shares to tho 
value of 10 million Afghanis are said to have been sold and 5 million are now 
offered for sale. 

The value of each share is 1,000 Afghani rupees, and may be purchased 
through the National Bank or from the United Northern Company headquarters 
at Mazir-i-Sharif up to the 20th February, 1936. 

The company is to cater for the export of karakuli (Persian lamb skins) 
cotton and wool. 

The Army. 

Faction Feeling in the Ministry of War. 

16. It is stated that there is some faction feeling between the following 
groups of officers in the War Ministry :— 

(a) N.S. Muhammad Anwar Khan (W.W. 194), F.M. Ahmad Ali Khan 
(W.W. 141), Adjutant-General and N S. Sher Ahmad Khan (Director 
of Supplies). The two latter are said to be open to bribery. 
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( b) F.M. Saiyid Hasan Khan (W.W. 336) (Master-General, Ordnance) and 

G.M. Mustafa Khan (Deputy Chief of the General Staff). 

(c) G.M. Saiyid Ali Khan (Judge Advocate-General) and F.M. Muhammad 

Umar Khan (W.W. 650) (president of the Committee of Improve¬ 
ments and Reforms). 

Some of this feeling is said to have been caused by a decision given by the 
Judge Advocate-General in regard to a kandak mishar (lieutenant-colonel) and 
the officers in (a) above are opposed to the decision given. (B) 

F.M. Ahmad Ali Khan (W.W. 141), Adjutant-General , Censured. 

17. It is reported that the Minister of Defence censured F.M. Ahmad Ali 
Khan (Adjutant-General) during the week for abusing and beating soldiers, and 
told him that he had received many complaints about him. (B) 

Ihzariah School. 

18. Students have proceeded to their homes for the winter vacation during 
the week. It is stated that on the whole there have been fewer complaints from 
the students this year. (B) 


Communications. 

Badakhshan Road: Routes North-East. 

19. The Islah of the 12th December states that in order to speed up the 
construction of the road between Khanabad and Faizabad (Diary No. 50, 
paragraph 22) Muhammad Hussain Khan, engineer, has been sent to Badakhshan 
with a view to preparing a plan for road construction from both the Khanabad 
and Faizabad ends of the road. 

Routes North-East: Route No. 2, Jalalahad-Chigha Serai. 

20. His Majesty’s consul at Jalalabad reports that the road Jalalabad to 
Asmar is being regularly used by lorries. 

There are no signs as yet of a boat bridge being built across the Kabul River 
at Jalalabad (Diary No. 12, paragraph 25). 

As far as is known, this bridge at Chigha Serai is complete and fit for traffc 
now. (B) 

His Majesty’s Legation. 

21. Captain A. C. Galloway, secretary to this Legation, leaves Kabul on the 
22nd December for New Delhi to attend an examination in Persian by the 
interpretership standard and on a few days’ casual leave. 

Foreign Missions. 

Italian Legation. 

22. M. Babetta, Italian Minister at Kabul, proceeded to India on the 
15th December. He is expected to tour India for about two weeks and then pay 
a visit to the Italian consul-general at Calcutta (A) 


Individuals. 

A fghan. 

23. Shahzada Muhammad Yusaf Khan, Director of Animal Husbandry, 
Aliabad, and captain of the Afghan hockey team, is proceeding to India shortly 
and will stay with relatives in Lahore. (B) 

24. Abdullah Khan, dentist, and a brother of Ghulam Yahya Khan Tarzi 
(W.W. 311), Minister of Health, is shortly proceeding to India on a pleasure 
trip. (B) 

25. Muhammad Asam Khan, son of Shahzada Muazzam Khan, a colonel in 
the Afghan army, proceeds to India on or about the 18th December. (B) 

26. Fazal Hussain Khan, son of Faizullah Khan, a captain in the Afghan 
army, and employed in the Royal Military Club, proceeds to India on or about 
the 17th December and intends to visit Lahore. (B) 

[14927] i 
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27. Dr. Nur-al-Haq Khan, of Hoti Mardan, Peshawar District, who 
adopted Afghan nationality and is now assistant principal in the Medical 
College, Dar-ul-Aman, Kabul, is proceeding to India shortly to visit his 
relatives. (B) 

A. S. LANCASTER, Major, 
Military Attache. 


(Note. —There will be no issue of this diary for the week ending the 
27th December.) 


[N 633/107/97] No. 42. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden.—(Received February 3.) 

(No. 3. Confidential.) 

Sir, Kabul, January 10, 1936. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for information a copy of the intelligence 
summary of the military attache to this Legation, No. 1, dated the 3rd January, 
1936. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

(For the Minister), 

W. R. HAY. 


(Secret.) 


Enclosure in No. 42. 


Intelligence Summary No. 1 for the Week ending January 3, 1936. 


General. 

THERE is no change in the situation, Ramzan and the Id celebrations 
having passed off quietly. 

The Minister of Defence still plans to visit Europe in the near future. The 
Prime Minister is stated to be strongly against the proposed trip as, unless 
S. Shah Wali Khan (WAV. 585) returns from Paris, the whole of the adminis¬ 
tration of the country will devolve on him. With both his brothers in Europe, the 
responsibilities of the Prime Minister will undoubtedly be very great and there 
will be some risk in the position, more especially in the Southern Province, where 
the influence of the Minister of Defence is very great. 

The Afghan Government are still making enquiries regarding the purchase 
of mountain artillery, this time from a German firm. 

From recent articles in the I slab it appears that every effort is being made 
to popularise the use of the new Afghan notes. It is probable that when some 
measure of success has been achieved with the 5-rupee Afghani note, an issue of 
notes of a larger denomination will be made. 

It is reported that the Afghan Government are hoping to induce British, 
American or Japanese oil companies to take up concessions for oil in 
Afghanistan. Mr. C. C. Hart, a former United States Minister at Tehran, is 
now in Kabul and is said to be trying to obtain an oil concession. 

Traders generally are stated to be dissatisfied with the extension of the 
monopoly system by the Afghan Government. Further monopolies are said to be 
contemplated. 

Badshah Gul is reported as having visited Jalalabad, and then left for his 
home. 

Saiyid Almar Afridi visited Kabul recently and is stated to have had his 
allowance fixed at 4,000 Afghani rupees per annum. The Prime Minister is said 
to have asked him to leave Kabul, and he has now left for the Eastern Province 
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Kabul. 

Climate. 

2. — (a) About 7 inches of snow fell in Kabul on the 2nd January. (A) 

(b) It is reported that the Kabul-Kandahar road was blocked by snow on 
the evening of the 2nd January and motors were unable to get through by this 
route. (B) 

Civil Aviation: Kabul-Termez Route. 

3. A Russian biplane arrived in Kabul on the 28th December. The last 
arrival was on the 12th December (Diary No. 50, paragraph 13). Recent 
conditions have not been good for flying owing to cloud on the Hindu Kush. (A) 

Visit of the Minister of Defence to Europe. 

4. The Prime Minister is reported to be very strongly against the proposed 
trip of the Minister of Defence to Europe (Diary No. 51, paragraph 2), and has 
suggested that the best doctors from Europe could be summoned to Kabul. 

S. Shah Wali Khan (W.W. 585) has been asked to return to Kabul, but no reply 
has been received so far. The Minister of Defence has decided to take 
Dr. Qureshi (W.W. 513a) and Muhammad Atiq Khan (a director (mudir) in the 
National Bank and a brother of the Wali of Kabul) with him on his trip to 
Europe. He has not yet decided what other officials are to accompany him. (B) 

Id Greetings. 

5. His Majesty the King, together with the Prime Minister and the 
Minister of Defence, received Id greetings from the public at the Salam Khana 
on the 27th December, but left after a very short stay, having appointed a deputy 
(Head Clerk Muhammad Nauroz Khan) to act as host for the usual enter¬ 
tainment. (B) 

The Hazirbashes (bodyguard) were not allowed to enter the Salam Khana, 
and some words passed between them and Muhammad Qasam Khan, the Chief 
of Staff of the Shahi Firqa (Royal Division). 

Id Receptions. 

6. — (a) His Majesty the King received the Diplomatic Corps at the 
Dilkbusha Palace at 9 •30 a.m. on the 27th December. The usual congratulatory 
speeches were made and the proceedings were over in fifteen minutes. (A) 

( b) The Prime Minister gave a reception at his residence on the 
28th December, to which leading civil and military officials and members of the 
Diplomatic Corps with their ladies were invited. Nothing worthy of note 
occurred. 

(c) The Minister of Defence gave a reception at his residence on the 
29th December, to which leading civil and military officials and the Diplomatic 
Corps with their ladies were invited. The Minister of Defence did not look very 
fit. A military band, conducted by Khalil Rajab Bey, Turk, played selections of 
European and Afghan music during the evening. Their performance was, on 
the whole, good, though perhaps a little loud. The men of the band looked smart 
in their new uniforms of light blue with gilded epaulettes. 

It was stated (A) that the Minister of Defence intends to form a string band 
for such occasions in the near future. 

Mullah’s Tirade against Modern Clothes. 

7. A mullah of Laghman who is a teacher in a school in Kabul is reported 
to have denounced the youths of Kabul for shaving their beards and adopting 
modern dress in a sermon delivered in a mosque in Deh-i-Afghanan. The Prime 
Minister sent for him, and he is stated to have repeated his views on this subject, 
whereupon he was dismissed from Government service and ordered to leave Kabul 
for his home. , (B) 

This action caused some excitement amongst the mullahs, and the Prime 
Minister sent for some of their leaders, discussed the matter with them and, after 
presenting them with embroidered coats, dismissed them. 
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Afghan Medical Students proceed to India. 

8. — (a) Nine Afghan medical students from the Medical Faculty, Dar-ul- 

Aman, Kabul, proceeded to India on the 2nd January. They are to study 
anatomy and dissection for three months in Calcutta (Diary No. 51 of 1935, 
paragraph 4). (A) 

( b) It is stated that Dr. Rifki Bey, Turk, is proceeding to India in charge 
of this party. His family are to accompany him. (B) 

Arrival of Treasure in Kabul. 

9. It is reported that ten lorries carrying 25 lakhs Afghani arrived in 
Kabul with an escort of sixty men on the 24th December from Herat. (B) 

The lorries are said to be owned by Ghulam Faruq Khan (W.W. 273), who 
will be paid 3,000 Afghani rupees per lorry for this trip. 

Punishments for Murder in Kabul. 

10. The Islah of the 1st December publishes the following interesting 
punishments for murder awmrded by the High Court:— 

(a) In the first case, the murderer was awarded ten years’ imprisonment, 

thirty-one strokes of the birch, and to be publicly paraded. Abettors 
were awarded five years’ imprisonment, thirty-one strokes, and to be 
publicly paraded. 

(b) In the second case, the murderer was awarded fifteen years’ imprison¬ 

ment, twenty-nine strokes, and to be publicly paraded. 

Arrests in Kabul. 

11. Some arrests have been made in Kabul. These include Haji Malik, the 
late Hakim-i-Kalan of Logar and his son. No details are available. 

Finance. 

Code for the Issue of Paper Currency. 

12. The Islah of the 17th November publishes a code for the issue of Afghan 
paper currency, the main features of which are as follows :— 

(а) The Revenue Ministry is authorised to issue direct or through the 

National Bank (Shirkat-i-Asami) notes of the value of 5 rupees, 
10 rupees, 20 rupees, 50 rupees, 100 rupees, Afghanis. 

(б) All issues must be approved of by the Cabinet and National Council, and 

a Royal firman announcing the issue published. 

( c ) Cover for the notes to be maintained in treasuries throughout the country 

in silver, Afghan coins, or foreign money. The amount of cover to 
be equal to the value of the notes issued. 

(d) Owners of notes to be able to exchange them for coin at any treasury or 

at the National Bank at any time. 

(e) Certain safeguards against the possibility of forged notes getting into 

circulation. 

(/) Arrangements for the submission of periodical returns to the Revenue 
Ministry showing the number of notes in each treasury, number in 
circulation, and notes withdrawn, &c. 

Conference of Kabul Business Men regarding the Issue of Paper Currency. 

13. With reference to the conference of business men held by Abdul Majid 
(W.W. 72a), director of the National Bank (Shirkat-i-Asami), reported in Diary 
No. 51, paragraph 12, the Islah of the 18th December publishes the following 
further information :— 

“ Abdul Majid’s statement emphasised the fact that the total issue of 
currency notes for the present year consists of 2 million 5-rupee Afghani 
notes, i.e., 10 million Afghanis. He stated that against this issue the 
Revenue Ministry has kept in reserve 10 million silver Afghan coins, and 
made an arrangement with the National Bank that the bank, in return for 
the issue of 10 million Afghanis in paper currency to them, must retain in 
its treasury, million Kaldar rupees, equivalent to 9,125,000 Afghanis.” 



1X7 


Exchange Rate, Afghan Rupee. 

14. The Islah of the 26th December contained an article which dealt with 
the exchange rate between the Indian and Afghani rupee. It stated that the 
object of fixing the permanent rate of exchange at 365 Afghani rupees per 
100 Indian rupees was to safeguard the interests of exporters of goods from 
Afghanistan. 

The fall in the rate of exchange in Peshawar to 386 Afghani rupees per 
100 Indian rupees is attributed to the fall in the price of silver. The article also 
states that the exchange rate for paper currency remains at 368 Afghani rupees 
per 100 Indian rupees, and that the maintenance of this rate is due to the silver 
cover for the note issue, as well as the cover afforded by holdings of foreign 
currency. 

Owing to the fall in silver, Afghan coin is said to be arriving in Kabul 
from Peshawar. 

The article generally appears to be an inspired one, with a view to assisting 
the circulation and use of paper currency. 

Commerce. 

Oil Concessions in Afghanistan. 

15. — (a) There is reason to believe that the Afghan Government are attempt¬ 
ing to induce British, American and Japanese oil companies to take up concessions 
for the discovery of oil in Afghanistan. (B) 

American and Japanese interests are stated to be investigating the 
possibilities of finding oil in Afghanistan. 

( b) Mr. C. C. Hart, a former United States Minister at Tehran, has arrived 
at Kabul from Tehran, and is staying at the Kabul Hotel. (A) 

(c) Mr. Hart is stated to be engaged in hunting for oil concessions and, 
though he has had no success in Persia, has some hope of obtaining a concession for 
oil in Afghanistan. He is said to be leaving Kabul for India shortly. (B) 

Oriental Carpet Company's Contract. 

16. A report has been received stating that the War Ministry are now 
asking Mr. Roberson Taylor, representative of the Oriental Carpet Company 
at Amritsar, to furnish security in Kabul for the cash advances he at present 
obtains for purchasing wool in Afghanistan. This action is presumably to be 
taken as a safeguard to ensure that Mr. Roberson Taylor eventually supplies 
army cloth. It will probably not be easy for Mr. Taylor to find an Afghan of 
sufficient commercial standing to stand security for him. (B) 

Afghan-Chitral Trade. 

17. A secretary in the Afghan Foreign Office stated (A) that the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs had received an official reply from the Trade Ministry, saying 
that all trade between Afghanistan and Chitral, via the Dorah and Baroghil 
routes, had been stopped, but that transit trade between Yarkand and Chitral 
was still permitted. The reason for this action is said to the lack of officials to 
control the trade (Diary No. 49, paragraph 26). 

A fghan-Japanese Trade. 

18. The Afghan Government is stated to be arranging to supply opium to 
the Japanese Government, on condition that Japan supplies copper to the Afghan 
Government in exchange. (B) 

Sale of Persian Lambskins to Russia. 

19. It is stated that 50,000 lambskins (Qaraquli) have recently been sold 
by the National Bank (Shirkat-i-Asami) to Russia. (B) 

Coal. 

20. The coal mines reported as having been discovered near Baghlan, one 
at Nahrain (Map 37/H. A.4) and one at Tala Barfaq (Map 32/A. A.3) (Diary 
No. 48, paragraph 11), are now said to be old mines, and that the coal is simply 
being tested again to find out if it is suitable for use in sugar factories. (B) 
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Monopoly in Dried Fruits. 

21. The Afghan Government are stated to have granted a monopoly in the 

dried fruit trade of Kabul and its vicinity to a new company which will work in 
conjunction with the National Bank (Shirkat-i-Asami) (Diary No. 50, 
paragraph 14). (B) 

Dissatisfaction with the Monopoly System,. 

22. Traders generally are stated to be very dissatisfied with the extension 
of the monopoly system by the Afghan Government. Turkoman producers of 
Persian lamb in particular are loud in their complaints of monopolies. (B) 

It is also reported that monopolies in piece-goods, &c., are contemplated by 
the Afghan Government. 


The Press. 

A byssinia. 

23. The Islah of the 25th December published the following extract from 
the Taan (?), a French newspaper :— 

‘ ‘ That the British were providing troops to assist Abyssinia by 
despatching them to the frontiers of the Sudan, Kenya Colony, and British 
Somaliland.” 

This information is stated to have been received from a correspondent of the 
Echo de Paris in Abyssinia. 


Southern Province. 

Visit of the Governor of the Southern Province to Kabul. 

24. F. M. Muhammad Afzal Khan (W.W. 138), G.O.O. and Governor of 
the Southern Province, arrived in Kabul on the 20th December. (B) He had 
an interview with the Minister of Defence on the 21st December, and asked to 
be transferred to some other province. He is stated to have tried to persuade 
the Minister of Defence to give up his trip to Europe on the grounds that the 
situation in the Southern Province might become difficult. It is said that the 
Governor of the Southern Province is unpopular with the Prime Minister. The 
Governor has now returned to Gardez. (B) 

The Mangals. 

25. It is stated that the Governor of the Southern Province has reported 
that Naib Salar Zalmai Khan, Mangal (W.W. 691), and Sher Ahmad Khan 
(W.W. 602a) are creating friction among the Mangals and attempting to disturb 
peace in the Southern Province. The Minister of Defence is said to have sent for 
N. S. Zalmai Khan and reprimanded him. (B) 

Suleiman Khel. 

26. It is reported that some Suleiman Khel leaders from Katawaz have 
arrived in Kabul to complain about their Hakim, Muhammad Suleiman Khan, 
Bakar Khel. They have not yet had an interview with the Prime Minister. (B) 

Kandahar. 

The Governor of Kandahar. 

27. — (a) The Governor of Kandahar (W.W. 239a) is still in Kabul and 
stated (A) that he hoped to return to Kandahar shortly. (A) 

( b) His Majesty’s consul at Kandahar reports that according to statements 
received by him there is some difference of opinion between the Prime Minister 
and the Governor of Kandahar, and this is said to be the cause of the delay in 
his return to Kandahar. (B) 

North of the Hindu Kush. 

Kataghan and Badakhshan. 

28. It is stated that the Prime Minister has received some complaints 
against the Governor of this province in connexion with the registration of 
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property. Firqa Misher Muhammad Ham Khan, G.O.C. the troops in the 
province, is said to be responsible for forwarding some of the complaints. (B) 

It is expected that a committee will be despatched by the Prime Minister to 
investigate the complaints. 

Afghan Relations with British Tribes. 

Badshah Gul. 

29. — (a) The Mohmands of both Afghan territory and tribal territory are 
stated to be highly dissatisfied with Badshah Gul’s visit to and stay in Kabul, the 
reason for which is said to be to save him from possible harm in the event of 
further Mohmand trouble. (B) 

Badshah Gul is reported to be a trusted friend of the Afghan Prime Minister. 
(b) His Majesty’s consul at Jalalabad states that according to information 
received Badshah Gul recently visited Jalalabad and after a brief interview with 
the Governor of the Eastern Province returned to his home. (B) 

Haji of Turangzai. 

30. His Majesty’s consul at Jalalabad now reports that his previous 

information was incorrect, and that the Haji did not visit Zarbacha (Diary No. 51, 
paragraph 7). (A) 

Masum Khan. 

31. Masum Khan, a son of the Khan of Nawagai, was seen in Jalalabad on 
the 18th December. (A) 

Saiyid Almav Afridi. 

32. — (a) A report received states that Saiyid Almar Afridi (WAV. 542), 
accompanied by Malik Hayar Gul Sipah Afridi, has arrived in Kabul. The 
former’s allowance has been fixed at 4,000 Afghani rupees per annum and was 
to have been paid on the 21st December. The Prime Minister is stated to have 
asked them to leave Kabul. Saiyid Almar is said to have had three interviews 
with the Prime Minister, and has now left Kabul for the Eastern Province. (B) 

Nazir Gul is reported to have received 200 Afghani rupees as kharcha. 

It is stated that there is some friction between Saiyid Almar and Badshah 
Gul, as both have been trying to minimise each other’s influence with the Prime 
Minister. 

(b) Saiyid Almar is said to have gained considerable influence amongst the 
Afridis as a result of the visit of the Afridi jirga to the Eastern Province. (C) 

Hasan Khel Wazirs. 

33. Haji Mohibullah, alias Haji of Bak (Khost), is stated to have sent a 
letter to the Minister of Defence in which he said : “I conveyed your message 
to the Hasan Khels to the effect that if they are prepared to migrate to 
Afghanistan they would be given land in Afghan Turkistan, and paid allowances 
for the cost of the move, and for maintenance until the land allotted to them 
became productive. The Hasan Khel refused to migrate and on receipt of their 
answer I left Waziristan.” (B) 

Pak. 

34. According to a report from a usually reliable source “Pak” is said 
to be still living at Sartoi in Madda Khel territory (B) 

The Army. 

Purchase of Artillery. 

35. — (a) It is reported that the Afghan Government are negotiating with 
a German firm for the purchase of a number of mountain guns on an instalment 
basis. (B) 

(b) The German Minister at Kabul recently made enquiries from His 
Majesty’s Minister as to the number of guns he considered would be reasonable 
for re-equipping the Afghan army with modern artillery, and whether he thought 
His Majesty’s Government could have any objection to their being supplied by 
a German firm. (A) 

[14927] i 4 
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Move of “ Advanced Course School ” from Kabul to Kandahar. 

36. Captain Schmidt stated (A) that the “Kurs-i-Ala” (Advanced Course 
School) is shortly moving from Kabul to Kandahar and would remain there for 
about a month as the weather conditions in Kabul are unsuitable for training. 

Major Schank and Captain Schmidt, the German instructors, will proceed 
with the students to Kandahar. 

Captain Schmidt says that he hopes to have three weeks’ leave in India 
before he returns to Kabul. 

Successful Students at the Military School ( Maktab-i-Harbiya). 

37. In the recent examinations twenty-two students were successful and 
the Minister of Defence has appointed nine of them captains (Toli Mishars) and 
thirteen lieutenants (Baluk Mishars). (B) 

Foreign Instructors. 

38. The Director of Music, Khalil Kajab Bey, Turk, is reported to have 
resigned his appointment as a result of a quarrel he has had with Firqa Mishar 
Ali Shah (W. W. 180). He still has to serve a further year to complete his contract, 
and various officers of the War Ministry are trying to persuade him to complete 
his agreement. (B) 

The pay of Khalil Rajab Bey is said to be £35 per mensem. 


Individuals. 

British. 

39. Lieutenant R. F. Barbour, 4th Battalion 10th F.F. Rifles, arrived at 
Kabul from Landi Kotal on the 22nd December and stayed in His Majesty’s 
Legation. He returned to India on the 30th December. (A) 

German. 

40. Herr von Rosenstiel, a member of the Hindu Kush Expedition, left 
Kabul for Germany via India on the 2nd January. He has just returned from 
Mazar-i-Sharif where he went with Herr Scheibe. (A) 

Italian. 

41. M. U. Sabetta, Italian Minister at Kabul, returned from India during 
the week (Dairy No. 51, paragraph 22). (A) 

Indian. 

42. It is reported that “Shahji” (W.W. 512) is returning to India and 
has had numerous congratulatory telegrams from friends in India on his receiving 
permission to return to India. (B) 

Afghan Officials. 

43. — (a) Abdur Rasul Khan, director of the Dar ul Ulum-i-Arbia, Kabul, 

E roceeds to India shortly for medical treatment, and is being accompanied by 
is son, Abdul Samad Khan. (B) 

(b) Ahmad Sher Khan, a colonel in the Afghan army, left Kabul for India 
on the 22nd December and is to visit his relations at Lahore. (B) 

A. S. LANCASTER, Major, 

Military Attache . 
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[N 759/107/97] No. 43. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden.—(Received February 10.) 

(No. 7. Confidential.) 

Sir, Kabul, January 15, 1936. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for information a copy of the Intelligence 
Summary of the military attache to this Legation, No. 2, dated the 10th January, 
1936. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State 
for India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

(For the Minister), 

W. R. HAY. 


Enclosure in No. 43. 

(Secret.) 

Intelligence Summary No. 2 for the Week ending January 10, 1936. 

General. 

THERE is no change in the situation. 

The Minister of Defence, Shah Mahmud Khan, is still determined to under¬ 
take his tour to Europe for medical treatment. The return of his brother, Shah 
Wali Khan, from Paris is probable, the Minister of Education having stated that 
he is returning to Kabul. 

The prolonged stay of the Governor of Kandahar in Kabul has led to 
various rumours, one of which is to the effect that owing to his unpopularity in 
Kandahar he will be appointed Commandant of the Military School in Kabul, 
and Firqa Mishar Ali Shah Khan appointed Governor of Kandahar. 

A large increase in the customs receipts of Mazar-i-Sharif and Farah is 
announced in the Islah. 

The Afghan Prime Minister has stated that he has warned the tribes of the 
Southern Province not to get embroiled across the frontier in the Hasan Khel 
dispute. 

The Afghan Government are stated to be considering a proposal for 
constructing a good motor road from Mazar-i-Sharif to the Oxus, opposite Kilif. 
Details of the proposal are given in paragraph 26 of the Summary. This is 
interesting in view of the Prime Minister’s statement in paragraph 3 of. this 
Summary regarding the civil air service between Kabul and Termez. 

Kabul. 

Civil Aviation: Kabul-Termez Service. 

2. A Russian biplane left Kabul at 1 p.m. on the 5th January. (A) 

Civil Aviation: General. 

3. The Prime Minister stated (A) that some months ago the Russian 
Government were asked to suspend their civil air service to Kabul. 

The Russian Government, however, were unwilling to do this on the grounds 
that;— 

(a) The bridges on the Mazar-i-Sharif-Kabul road were built of wood and 

liable to be washed away at certain seasons of the year, thus causing 
delays in their mail service to the Russian Embassy at Kabul. 

(b) The sandy patch of road between Mazar-i-Sharif and Patta Kesar on 

the Oxus was extremely difficult for motors, and until a good road 
was constructed they preferred to maintain their air service. 

The Prime Minister said that the Russian arguments appeared to be sound, 
and he agreed to allow them to retain their air service until a good road had been 
constructed between Mazar-i-Sharif and the Oxus, and better bridges provided 
on the Mazar-i-Sharif-Kabul road. 
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Visit of the Minister of Defence to Europe. 

4. — (a) The Minister of Defence is still said to be determined to proceed to 
Europe as soon as possible. (A) 

(b) The Prime Minister stated (A) that he hoped Shah Wali Khan 
(W.W. 585) would return to Kabul, and that he was waiting for a reply to his 
telegram asking him to return. 

(c) Twenty-four hours later the Afghan Minister of Education informed His 
Majesty’s Minister that Shah Wali Khan (W.W. 585) was returning to Kabul 
from Paris before the Minister of Defence proceeded to Europe. 

Badshah Gul. 

5. It is reported that Badshah Gul is still in Kabul. (B) 

A ppointments: General. 

6. Unconfirmed reports state that F.M. Ali Shah Khan (W.W. 180), 
Commandant of the Military School, is to be appointed Governor of Kandahar, 
and that S. Daud Khan (W.W. 239 A), the present Governor of Kandahar, will 
be appointed Commandant of the Military School. (C) 

Daud Khan is said to have become unpopular in Kandahar, his harsh treat¬ 
ment of the people having given rise to anti-Government feeling in several leading 
families of the province. 

Personal A ppointment. 

7. The Islah of the 2nd January announces that F.M. Said Muhammad 
Sharif Khan, late military attache at Paris, has been reappointed Head Military 
Chamberlain to His Majesty the King. 

Marriage of Ahmad Ali Khan Durrani. 

8. Ahmad Ali Khan Durrani (Sadozai of Lahore and president of the 
Literary Society, Kabul) was recently married to a daughter of the late 
Muhammad Ismail Khan, at one time Afghan consul-general in India. The 
ceremony took place at the “ Arq.” His Majesty the King, the Prime Minister 
and the'Minister of Defence being present. (A) 

Commerce. 

Commercial Training. 

9. The Islah of the 2nd January announces that M. Mancioli, the financial 
adviser to the Afghan Government, will conduct a course in banking at the offices 
of the National Bank. The course is open to employees of the bank, and to other 
students wishing to attend, provided that they have a good knowledge of Persian 
and know one of the following languages : German, English, French or Russian. 
There will be an examination at the end of the course and successful students 
will be given posts in the National Bank. Those passing out first, second and 
third will receive cash awards of 1,500 rupees, 1,000 rupees, 500 rupees Afghani. 

Registration of the A fghan Rational Bank in India. 

10. Herr P. Hinze, a German in the Afghan National Bank, is proceeding 
to India in a day or two, and is to visit Karachi to arrange for the branch of the 
Afghan National Bank there to be registered as an Indian company. (B) 

He stated that the Afghan National Bank intends to register all its branches 
in India. 

Permits to Indian Traders. 

11. It is stated that the Afghan Trade Ministry has decided to issue 
permits to Indian traders who have been carrying on business in Afghanistnn 
prior to the year 1310 (1931-32). The grant of permits to other traders is being 
restricted. (B) 

Motor Drivers' School. 

12. The Islah of the 2nd January states that the second course for motor 
drivers has now been completed, and that the Ministry of Commerce have made 
arrangements to hold a third course for Afghan subjects. 
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Finance. 

Increase in Customs Receipts. 

13. — (a) The Islah of the 2nd January states that the customs receipts of 
the town of Mazar-i-Sharif for the period the 22nd March, 1935, to the 
22nd November, 1935, have increased by 2,600,178 Afghani rupees, as compared 
with the corresponding period in 1934. The increase is stated to be the result 
of the labours of the Chief Customs Officer, Abdul Haq Khan. 

(&) The customs receipts of Farah and Chakhansur for the period the 
22nd March, 1935, to the 24th October, 1935, have increased by 99,292 Afghani 
rupees, as compared with the same period in 1934. 

Commercial Companies in Afghanistan. 

14. The Islah of the 31st December contains a very lengthy and interesting 
article on the use of capital and the advantages of forming commercial companies. 

The article is written by a contributor who uses the nom de plume of A in 
and is obviously a strong supporter of the present Government and its policy. 
The main points in the article are : — 

(a) That Afghanistan has mines and large areas suitable for agriculture. 

( b) That capital is necessary to develop the resources of the country. 

(c ) That during the last three years the following companies have been 

formed 

(i) Shirkat-i-Ashami (National Bank), capital of 7,500,000 Afghani 

—now increased to 22,500,000 Afghani. 

(ii) Northern Union Company for exports of wool and cotton— 

capital 15 million Afghani. 

(iii) Fourteen companies formed north of the Hindu Kush with a total 

capital of 10 million Afghani. 

(iv) Shirkat-i-Petrol and Fashtun, with a capital of 2,500,000 

Afghani. 

(v) Six companies formed in Kabul for the export of Persian lamb— 

capital not stated. 

(d) That a company is to be formed at Herat to deal in wool and opium, with 

a capital of 10 million Afghani. 

(e) That three years ago the total capital of Afghan companies was only 

7,500,000 Afghani, and that the new year 1315 (1936-37) will 
commence with 82 million Afghani invested in various companies, 
i.e., approximately £225,000. 

(/) That there is an increase in the demands of the public for imported goods 
of all kinds, and that, unless the country can increase its income, the 
position may become difficult. 

(g) That capital and organisation are necessary to provide employment for 

Afghans throughout the year. The Afghan agriculturist only works 
for four to six months of the year, and remains idle for the remainder. 

(h) That Afghan resources in oil and sugar should be developed to avoid 

having to import these articles from abroad. 

(i) That factories for the manufacture of piece-goods should be established 

to provide employment for Afghans. 


Agriculture. 

Bfl\d-i-Surkhab-i-Logar. 

15. The Islah of the 31st December states that the work on this band 
(dam), which was started on the 7th September, 1931, was completed on the 
11th December, 1935. 

The dam is said to be 114 metres long and 20-7 metres high, and the wall 
has a breadth of 17-7 metres. The cost of construction is said to be 11,15,482 
rupees. According to a statement by Herr E. Grimpe, the German engineer, 
the reservoir will hold 5 million cubic metres of water, and, in spite of evapora¬ 
tion, will be able to irrigate 10,000 jaribs (5,000 acres approximately) of land. 
The dam is said to fill three times a year, and on this estimate should water 
30,000 jaribs (15,000 acres approximately) of land during the year. 
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The Islah estimates that, when the various other reservoirs proposed, or now 
under construction, are completed, the area to be brought under cultivation in 
Afgahnistan will amount to a total of 202,477 jaribs. Taking 10 jaribs (5 acres) 
as the area sufficient for a family of five to live on, agricultural employment 
should be found for 20,247 families. 

Foreign Relations. 

League of Nations Sanctions against Italy. 

16. The Afghan Prime Minister recently stated (A) that proposals 1, 2, 

3 and 4 of the sanctions in relation to the Italo-Ethiopian dispute were in 
operation in Afghanistan, and that he had signed the necessary order for 
carrying them out. 

The Eastern Province. 

Fire at Pesh Bolak. 

17. It is reported that the fire which occurred in November at Pesh Bolak 
(Map 38/J. N-80) and was mentioned in Diary No. 47 of 1935, paragraph 28, 
destroyed all the houses of the Hindus and Sikhs, and rendered some 200 home¬ 
less. (B) 

The Sikhs and Hindus gave out that Muhammadans had set fire to their 
houses at the instance of the Afghan authorities in order to speed up their move 
to Jalalabad. 

Concentration of Sikhs and Hindus in Certain Areas. 

18. It is reported that on the orders of the Afghan Government the 
Governor of the Eastern Province is still forcing Sikhs and Hindus residing in 
the more remote villages to move to Jalalabad or Laghman. Their representations 
to the Governor and the Prime Minister are said to have been of no avail. (B) 

The Southern Province. 

Hasan Khel. 

19. The Prime Minister informed His Majesty’s Minister that a short time 
ago he heard on the Delhi broadcast that the Hasan Khel had been cutting 
telegraph wires and that a general warning had been issued to them. He 
immediately scented trouble and telephoned at once to the Governor of the 
Southern Province to warn the Afghan tribes that they were on no account to 
get embroiled in trouble across the border. 

Recruitment of Wazirs. 

20. It is reported that F.M. Pir Muhammad Khan (W.W. 500) has sent a 
letter to the Minister of Defence, in which he states that the jirga of the Kabul 
Khel and Ahmadzai Wazirs has dispersed after settling its business (Diary 
No. 51 of 1935, paragraph 9). (B) About 100 Kabul Khel and 100 Ahmadzai 
Wazirs have been enlisted for the militia. The allowances recently sanctioned 
were distributed, and are said to be 6,000 Afghani rupees for each of these two 
tribes. The general attitude of the Wazirs is now reported to be satisfactory. 

North of the Hindu Kush. 

New Town of Kunduz. 

21. The Islah of the 2nd January reproduces from the Bedar the announce¬ 
ment that the new town of Kunduz (Map 37/D. D-l) was officially opened on the 
27th November, 1935. The town is said to have 800 shops, twenty-four caravan¬ 
serais, and other buildings. 

The Army. 

Army Contracts and Minister of Defence. 

22. The Minister of Defence is stated to have reprimanded N. S. Sher 
Ahmad Khan, Director of Supplies, for giving a supply contract to Ghulam 
Ahmad Khan (W.W. 292) of the Court Ministry. (B) He is said to have warned 
him against giving contracts to his personal friends. The Minister of Defence 
is also stated to have summoned the other heads of departments in the War 
Ministry, and given them a similar warning. These officials are reported to 
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have asked the Minister of Defence to postpone his trip to Europe, and said that 
officers and men were willing to subscribe towards the cost of expert medical 
treatment for him in Kabul. The Minister of Defence replied that medical treat¬ 
ment was not the only reason for his trip, but that he also wanted to see the world 
and have a holiday. 

The Advanced Course School. 

23. This school is now reported to have moved to Jalalabad for a short 

period, and not to Kandahar as stated in Summary No. 1, paragraph 36. (B) 

N.C.Os. School opened at Jalalabad. 

24. The I slab of the 2nd January announces that an n.c.os. school was 
opened at Jalalabad on the 23rd December, 1935. 

Foreign Instructors. 

25. It is reported that the Turkish Director of Music, Khalil Rajab Bey, 

has at the request of the Minister of Defence agreed to withdraw his resignation 
(Summary No. 1, paragraph 38). (B) 

Communications. 

Mazar-i-Sharif-Oxus Road (Routes N.E. and A. IF.). 

26. The Prime Minister informed His Majesty’s Minister that the Govern¬ 
ment were having much trouble over the road between Mazar-i-Sharif and the 
Oxus owing to the sand. They were now proposing to construct a motor road 
from Mazar-i-Sharif through Balkh to a place on the Oxus opposite Kilif, where 
there is a hilly outcrop of rock. This road would be only slightly impeded by 
sand, and the Oxus here ran close under this outcrop so that they would be able 
to construct a landing stage on firm ground. They would probably build a 
cantonment here and a serai for merchandise, and use this place as their main 
entrepot for trade with Russia. They had no intention of allowing the Russians 
to build a bridge, but would probably improve the present ferry by starting a 
motor-boat service. 

Khanabad-Faizabacl Road (Routes N.E.). 

27. The I slab of the 4th January states that work on this road has been 
begun from the Faizabad end, and that about 5 miles has been completed (Diary 
No. 51 of 1935, paragraph 19). 

Telephones {Routes N.E.). 

28. The Islab of the 4th January states that work on the telephone line 
from Khanabad to Faizabad is in progress, the work having started from the 
Faizabad end. 

Individuals. 

A fghan Officials. 

29. (a) Abdur Rasul Khan of the Ministry of Posts and Telegraphs is 
proceeding to India shortly. He was formerly the Afghan trade agent at 
Peshawar (B) 

(b) Abdur Rashid Khan, brother of W.W. 130 and interpreter to His 
Majesty the King, is proceeding to India shortly and will visit Lahore, where his 
wife is to undergo an operation. (B) 

A merican. 

30. Mr, G. T. Bowles, Mrs. Bowles his wife, Mr. W. J. Downes and 
Miss Ynez Coit Tyler arrived in Kabul from Peshawar on the 3rd January, and 
are staying at the Kabul Hotel. They left Kabul for India on the 
9th January. (A) 

German. 

31. Herr F. E. Hinze, an employee of the Afghan National Bank, proceeded 
to India on the 9th January. (B) 

A. S. LANCASTER, Major , 
Military Attache. 




[N 931/107/97] No. 44. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden.—(Received February 17.) 

(No. 11. Confidential.) 

Sir, Kabul, January 22, 1936. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for information a copy of the Intelligence 
Summary of the military attach^ to this Legation, No. 3, dated the 17th January, 
1936 

2. Paragraph 8.—My French colleague is much annoyed at this poaching 
by the Japanese on his cultural preserves. He said that he would not have 
minded so much if these students, who include one or two of the best pupils from 
the French-staffed Istiqlal School in Kabul, had gone to England or elsewhere 
in Europe to complete their education. But they were going to a country whose 
culture, such as it was, and system of education differed entirely from that of 
Europe, and all the efforts of his professors would simply be wasted. He added 
that he thought the German school was also losing some of its most promising 
pupils, and he had no doubt that Dr. Ziemke would be equally annoyed. 

I agreed with M. Dollot that this patchwork type of education seemed useless 
and might be dangerous, but added that Afghans could not at present afford 
expensive education and were presumably going to Japan because the Japanese 
Government were, I understood, granting them scholarships and paying all their 
journey expenses. M. Dollot assented, gloomily, but said he did not believe they 
would get more than their fares paid. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

W. K. FRASER-TYTLER. 


Enclosure in No. 44. 

(Secret.) 

Intelligence Summary No. 3 for the Week ending January 17, 1936. 

General. 

S. SHAH WALI KHAN (W.W. 585) is now stated to be returning from 
Paris and will reach Kabul on the 10th February. He is to be appointed 
officiating Minister of Defence. The Minister of Defence, S. Shah Mahmud, 
is said to be leaving Kabul for Europe about the middle of February. 

It is reported that F.M. Ali Shah Khan (W.W. 180) is to be officiating 
Governor of Kandahar, and that S. Daud Khan (W.W. 239a), the present 
Governor of Kandahar, is to be appointed Assistant Minister of Defence. A few 
other important changes in official appointments are contemplated. 

According to press reports there has been a marked increase in the customs 
receipts of the various provinces during the current year, and if these are true 
there should be a great improvement in the finances of the present Government. 

A report has been received that Malik Arsala Khan, Madda Khel, has pur¬ 
chased a gun and some ammunition from Malik Amir Khan, who resides near 
Jamrud. The transport of the gun via Tirah and the Kurram to Waziristan 
appears to be giving Arsala Khan cause for serious thought. 

Kabul. 

Arrest of Prominent Persons. 

2. A report has been received that Abdul Jamil Khan (W.W. 50a), 
ex-Governor of Mazar-i-Sharif, and F.M. Said Muhammad Sharif Khan, recently 
appointed Head Military Chamberlain to His Majesty the King, have been 
arrested. (C) 

Death of Abdullah Khan. 

3. Abdullah Khan, a mullah and an important man in the Eastern Province, 
died of heart failure in Kabul on the 13th January. He was a member of the 
Council of Nobles. (B) 
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Said Almar, Afridi. 

4. It is reported that Said Almar, Afridi (W.W. 542), was not very satisfied 
when he left Kabul. He is stated to have said that he would not send his sons 
to Kabul for education. (B) 

Official Appointments. 

5. It is reported that the following appointments are to be made :— 

(а) F.M. Ali Shah Khan (W.W. 180) to be officiating Governor of Kandahar. 

He is said to be leaving for Kandahar in a few days. His appointment 
is stated to be a temporary measure and he has not been appointed 
G.O.C. of Farah and Chakhansur in addition to his other duties, as 
was the case with the late Governor. (B) No permanent arrange¬ 
ment has been made to fill the place of F.M. Ali Shah Khan as 
Commandant of the Military School, but it is stated that F.M. Abdul 
Latif Khan will act for him temporarily, under the supervision of 
F.M. Asadullah Khan (W.W. 199). 

(б) Abdul Samad Khan (W.W. 118) to be Minister at Rome. No date, 

however, has been fixed for his departure from Kabul. (A) 

(c) Abdul Hamid Khan (W.W. 45), a brother of Abdul Hasan Khan 
(W.W. 47), to be appointed Mudir-i-Tashrifat (Protocol Department 
of the Afghan Foreign Office), in place of Abdul Samad Khan. (B) 

Return of S. Shah Wali Khan from Paris 

6. According to reports received, S. Shah Wali Khan (W.W. 585) will reach 
Kabul, via India, on the 10th February. (B) 

Visit of the Minister of Defence to Europe. 

7. It is reported that the Minister of Defence, S. Shah Mahmud, will leave 
Kabul on the 12th or 15th February for Europe. (B) 

Departure of Afghan Students to Japan. 

8. The I slab announces the departure of the party of Afghan students being 
sent to Japan for training (Diary No. 51 of 1935, paragraph 3). The students 
were received by His Majesty the King before their departure, and were each 
presented with a photograph of His Majesty and a watch. 

Formation of a Government Stores Department. 

9. It is reported that the present arrangements for the purchase of Govern¬ 
ment stores through the Shirkat-i-Ashami are not a success, and that a separate 
Stores Department for the purchase of stores, &c., for all Government Departments 
is to be formed. (B) 


Finance. 

Improved Customs Receipts. 

10. The Anis of the 11th December announces that the customs receipts 
for the first eight months of the year 1314 (1935-36) in Kataghan and Badakshan 
amount to 1,082,934 Afghani rupees more than those for the same period in 
the previous year. The improved receipts are said to be due to an increase in the 
import trade with Russia, and to the better control of the Customs Department. 

Trading Companies in Afghanistan. 

11. Regarding the details given in Intelligence Summary No. 2, paragraph 14, 
about trading companies in Afghanistan, a prominent business man in Kabul 
recently stated that the capital of 82 million Afghanis has actually been sub¬ 
scribed The new companies are subsidiary to the Shirkat-i-Ashami and have 
been formed to allow more people to have a share in the business, the larger 
traders being forced to subscribe for the shares. It is stated that these traders 
are now anxious to subscribe for the shares as the profits are good. A large 
portion of the capital is said to belong to the Afghan Government. (B) 
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The National Bank is identical with the Shirkat-i-Ashami, and carries on 
both banking and trading business, though running the bank is the main function 
of the company. 

The Shirkat-i-Ashami is said to have made a profit of 64 per cent, in the 
year 1313 (1934-35). 

The Financial Position. 

12. A business man in Kabul states that the speech of Abdul Majid reported 
in the Islah (Diary No. 51 of 1935, paragraph 12), regarding the cover for the 
recent note issue, was partly “eye-wash,” but that the Government do actually 
hold an ample reserve; and he had heard that they had two years’ revenue in 
reserve. (B) 

The financial situation has improved and the trading companies are said 
to be doing well. 

It is stated that the Cabinet were recently considering the issue of notes 
of a higher denomination at once instead of waiting until 1315 (1936-37). 

Registration of the Afghan 'National Bank in India. 

13. Mr. Khan Muhammad Khan, agent of the Afghan National Bank in 
Peshawar, has been given a power of attorney to register and establish branches of 
the Afghan National Bank in the Indian Empire. His powers are extensive 
and cover all sections of the business of the bank. (A) 

Southern Province. 

Mangals. 

14. It is reported that the Governor of the Mangal territory has informed 
the Afghan Government that N. S. Zalmai Khan (W.W. 691) has sent a letter 
to his tribe asking them to spread rumours to the effect that ex-King Amanullah 
is returning to Afghanistan, and that “Pak” is renewing activities in his 
favour in Waziristan. The Afghan Minister of Defence is stated to have asked 
the Governor to seize the letter and send it to him. (B) 

The Visit of the Minister of Defence to Europe. 

15. The inhabitants of the Southern Province are stated to have asked the 
Minister of Defence to give up his trip to Europe and offered to pay for expert 
medical treatment in Kabul. (B) 

The Minister is said to have replied thanking them, and to have added that 
he will arrange all affairs in connexion with the Southern Province before his 
departure. 

Afghan Relations with British Tribes. 

Madda Khel. 

16. It is reported that Malik Arsala Khan Madda Khel, Wazir, has sent 
two letters through F. M. Pir Muhammad Khan of Urgun to the Afghan Minister 
of Defence. (B) 

(a) The first letter is said to state that Arsala Khan obtained permission 
to visit a ziarat in the Swat from the British authorities, and then visited Malik 
Amir Khan who lives near Jamrud. There he purchased a gun from Amir Khan 
for 4,000 Indian rupees and 100 rounds of ammunition for the gun for 400 Indian 
rupees. He also promised to pay 1,000 Indian rupees for transporting the gun 
through Tirah to the Kurram border. He has 5,000 rupees in cash, but anticipates 
difficulty in moving the gun to Waziristan via the Kurram or Khost. 

He is said to be asking the Minister of Defence for permission to take sixh 
men to Khost to bring the gun to his home. 

Malik Amir Khan is said to be bringing the gun and ammunition to the 
Kurram border. 

As far as is known no reply to this letter has been given by the Minister 
of Defence, but it is possible that a phone message has been sent to F. M. Pir 
Muhammad Khan. 

(b) The second letter is said to state that Zangi Khan (deceased), Madda 
Khel, had told the British that he would destroy the authority of the Afghan 
Government through “Pak.” The British are said to have told Khandan Khan, 
son of Zangi Khan, that the Afghan Government are well established, that the 
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“Malang” cannot do them much harm, and that he had better hand over the 
“Malang” to them. 

Khandan Khan is said to have replied that he knew nothing as to the 
whereabouts of the “Malang,” and that his father had said nothing about him. 

Arsala Khan is stated to have been asked by the Resident in Waziristan to 
produce 100 men to state on oath that the “Malang” was with Zangi Khan’s 
tribe. He is said to have produced ten men from the Macha Madda Khel and 
forty men of the Madda Khel, who all swore that the “Malang ” was with Zangi 
Khan’s tribe. 

The Afghan Government may now ask the British Government to capture 
and hand over the “ Malang,” and it is stated that the Minister of Defence has 
addressed a letter to the Afghan Foreign Minister in this connexion. 

Daurs. 

17. It is stated that Sher Zaman, a Daur of the Tochi and a civil Ghund 
Mishar, has arrived in Kabul to receive his allowance from the Afghan 
Government. (B) 


The Army. 

Military School, Kabul. 

18. It is reported that G. M. Abdullah Khan, the officer in charge of 
administration in the Military School at Kabul, has resigned. The Minister of 
Defence is said to have appointed G. M. Muhammad Hashim Khan, who was 
formerly a director of the Infantry Training School, in his place. (B) 

War Ministry Contracts. 

19. In regard to the favour stated to have been shown to Ghulam Ahmad 
Khan (W.W. 292) in respect of military contracts (Intelligence Summary No. 2, 
paragraph 22), it is now reported that N. S. Sher Ahmad Khan, Director of 
Supplies, having heard that the Minister of Defence was about to appoint a 
committee to examine the stores purchased, arranged to substitute during the 
night articles of the correct quality for inferior articles already accepted by 
him. (B) 

The Minister of Defence heard about this and has dismissed K. M. Habibullah 
Khan and K. M. Abdul Qayum Khan. Some other officers have also been 
transferred to the reserve. 

Changes in the War Ministry. 

20. The following changes in appointments in the War Ministry are said 
to be contemplated :— 

(a) S. Shah Wali Khan (W.W. 585) to act as Minister of Defence during the 
absence of S. Shah Mahmud. 

(&) S. Daud Khan (W.W. 239 A) to be Assistant to the Minister of Defence. 
( c) F. M. Abdul Ghaffar Khan to be appointed officiating Rais-i-Arkan 
(Chief of Staff) in place of G. M. Mustafa Khan, who will revert to 
assistant to the Chief of Staff. (B) 

Changes in Military Appointments. 

21. It is reported that the following changes have taken place :— 

(a) G. M. Abdul Qayum Khan, a son of Abdul Karim Khan (W.W. 52), 

appointed officiating G.O.C. Ghazni, in place of F.M. Khan Zaman 
Khan who is returning to Kabul. 

(b) G. M. Muhammad Qasam Khan, Chief of Staff of the Guards Division, 

has been appointed officiating G.O.C. Farah and Chakhansur. (B) 

Communications. 

Kataghan and Badakshan. 

22. Roads: Routes N. E. —The Anis of the 11th December states that the 
new road between Kishm (Map 37/H. D-l) and Faizabad now under construction 
(Diary No. 51 of 1935, paragraph 19) will be completed next year, 1315 (1936-37). 
About 18 kilom. will be constructed this year, and 64 miles will be completed 
next year. 
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Telegraphs and Telephones: Routes N. E. 

23. The Anis of the 11th December announces that the following telegraph 
and telephone lines have been constructed during the year 1314 (1935-36):— 

(a) A telegraph line from Khanabad towards Badakshan. One hundred and 

twenty-three kilometres have been completed, and in order to speed 
up the work it has been decided to commence work from both sides. 

(b) Light telephone lines have been constructed as under— 

(i) Khanabad to Ak Chashma (Map 37/H. A-4?) 45 kilom. 

(ii) Ak Chashma to Nahrain (Map 37/D. D-4?) 18 kilom. 

(iii) Ak Chashma to Ishkamish (Map 37/H. A-3) 33 kilom. 

(iv) Khanabad to Yangi Kala (Map 37/G. C-3) 144 kilom. 

(v) Yangi Kala to Chah-i-Ab (Map 37/G. D-2) 27 kilom. 

(vi) Chah-i-Ab to Rustak (Map 37/G. D-4) 36 kilom. 

Telegraphs: Routes N.E. 

24. A traveller recently reported that a telegraph line between Kishm 
(Map 37/Ii. D-l) and Faizabad has now been completed. (C) 

Individuals. 

British. 

25. His Majesty's Legation , Kabul. —Captain A. C. Galloway, secretary 
to this Legation, returned to Kabul from India on the 16th January. 

Afghan Officials. 

26. Abdul Qayum Khan, a Director of Customs, is proceeding to India 
shortly. 

A. S. LANCASTER, Major, 

Military Attache. 


[N 1058/107/97 J No. 45. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden.—(Received February 24.) 
(No. 15. Confidential.) 

Sir, Kabul , January 31, 1936. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for information a copy of the Intelligence 
Summary of the military attache to this Legation, No. 4, dated the 
24th January, 1936. 

, 2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

(For the Minister), 
W. R. HAY. 


Enclosure in No. 45. 

(Secret.) 

Intelligence Summary No. 4 for the Week ending January 24, 1936. 

General. 

THE news of the death of His Majesty King George V was received in 
Kabul on the 21st January. The Afghan Government ordered the flags on all 
Government buildings to be flown at half-mast, and the Afghan Court Minister 
on behalf of His Majesty King Zahir Shah, the Prime Minister, and the whole 
of the Afghan Cabinet, headed by S. Shah Mahmud, visited His Majesty’s 
Minister to express their regret and sympathy at the death of His Majesty. 

The Diplomatic Corps in Kabul, the Indian community in Kabul, and many 
other private individuals visited His Majesty’s Minister to convey their 
condolences. 
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The Islah, in a leading article, paid a great tribute to the magnanimity and 
justice of His late Majesty’s rule, and expressed, on behalf of the people of 
Afghanistan, their deep regret at his death. 

F. M. Ali Shah Khan (W.W. 180) left Kabul for Kandahar on the 
16th January, to take over the duties of officiating Governor of Kandahar from 
F. M. S. Daud Khan (W.W. 239a). 

It appears that the Madda Khel Wazirs are anxious to obtain closer relations 
with the Afghan Government, but so far there are no indications of a desire on 
the part of the Afghan authorities to reply to their overtures. 

Some excitement is reported amongst the Hazirbashes (bodyguard) of the 
Afghan Prime Minister as a result of a quarrel between the leaders of rival 
factions. 

Kabul. 

Civil Aviation: Kabul-Termez Service. 

2. A Russian biplane arrived in Kabul at 1230 hours on the 20th January 
and departed on the 22nd January. (A) 

The Death of His Majesty King George V. 

3. —(a) News of the death of His Majesty reached Kabul at 0800 hours on 
the 21st January. The Afghan Court Minister, however, had heard the news on 
his wireless receiver at 0500 hours on the same day. (A) 

(b) The following Afghan officials and representative bodies in Kabul called 
on His Majesty’s Minister on the 21st January to express their regrets and 
sympathy on the death of His Majesty. (A) 

(i) The Afghan Court Minister (representing His Majesty King Zahir 

Shah). 

(ii) The Afghan Prime Minister. 

(iii) All the members of the Afghan Cabinet, headed by S. Shah Mahmud 

Khan, Minister of Defence. 

(iv) The whole of the Diplomatic Corps in Kabul. 

(v) A representative deputation from the Indian community in Kabul. 

(c) Letters of condolence from the Afghan Prime Minister, Minister of 
Defence, and many other officials were received by His Majesty’s Minister. (A) 

(d) The Afghan Government ordered the flags on all public buildings to be 
flown at half-mast. (A) 

(e) The Islah, in a leading article, expressed deep sorrow at the passing of 
His late Majesty and paid him a great tribute, describing him as one of the most 
experienced and best kings of Great Britain. (A) 

Departure of the new Governor of Kandahar. 

4. F. M. Ali Shah Khan (W.W. 180) left Kabul for Kandahar on the 
16th January, and will officiate temporarily as Governor of Kandahar in place 
of F. M S. Daud Khan (W.W. 239a), who has been appointed assistant to the 
Minister of Defence (B) 

Death of Sardar Muhammad Sarwar Khan. 

5. The Islah of the 18th January announces the death of Sardar 
Muhammad Sarwar Khan at Jalalabad. He was a maternal uncle of the Afghan 
Prime Minister, and the father of Muhammad Qasim Khan (W.W. 506) the 
Governor of the Eastern Province. 

Official Appointments. 

6. There is a rumour to the effect that F. M. Ahmad Ali Khan (W.W. 141), 
Adjutant-General, is to be appointed Minister of Public Works in place of 
H. E. Abdur Rahim Khan (W.W. 89), who is to be appointed Adjutant- 
General. (C) 

Mangal Hazirbashes. 

7. It is reported that there is some excitement amongst the Mangal 
Hazirbashes (bodyguard) of the Prime Minister. It appears that two families 
of Mangals, who migrated to Afghanistan some years ago from the Kurram, are 
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at enmity with each other. The present head of one family is Akbar Khan, who 
is supported by the son of the late Malik Sanak, and the head .of the second 
family is Mande Gul, who has the support of Malik Zalmai Khan (W.W. 691). 
The Hazirbashes are drawn from both families. 

Akbar Khan and Mande Gul came to Kabul recently to see the Prime 
Minister, and apparently had a quarrel in the Ministry, with the result that the 
Prime Minister arrested Mande Gul and sent him to prison. This action and 
the quarrel is the cause of the present high feeling between the two factions. (B) 

Raid on a Gambling Den. 

8. It is stated that the Prime Minister on receipt of certain information 
ordered an official of the Ministry and twenty Hazirbashes to carry out a raid 
on the house of a poet named Shaiq, who was reported to be running a 
gambling den. 

As the Prime Minister suspected, he found that friends and relatives of the 
Commandant of the Kabul Police and Ahmad Shah Khan, Director of the 
Intelligence Branch of the Prime Ministry, were involved in the gambling. (B) 

Both these officials have been reprimanded, and several police officials 
dismissed. 

To mark his displeasure in the case of Ahmad Shah Khan the Prime 
Minister is opening a special office for the receipt of secret intelligence reports. 
These were formerly dealt with by Ahmad Shah Khan. 


Finance. 

Afghan Currency Notes. 

9. The Afghan Government state that fifteen more boxes of currency 
notes are being despatched by the steamship Raioalpindi from England on the 
3rd January, and are due at Bombay on the 23rd January, and Peshawar on 
the 12th February. 


Afghan Relations with British Tribes. 

Madda Khel. 

10.— (a) The Governor of the Southern Province is stated to have had two 
letters sent to him through the Hakim of Urgun from Madda Khel Wazir maliks. 

The letters are said to be signed by Khandan Khan, a son of the late 
Zangi Khan, Malik Abdullah Khan, and Malik Najim Khan, Madda Khel, and 
are addressed to His Majesty King Zahir Shah and to the Afghan Minister of 
Defence It is reported that the letters have been forwarded to the Minister of 
Defence, their purport being that the above maliks are devoted to the cause of 
Islam and are willing to carry out any instructions given by the Afghan Govern¬ 
ment. They have not, however, received any reply from the Afghan Government, 
and state that they hope the Afghan Government does not regard them as the 
enemies of Islam. (B) 

(b) It is stated that the Governor of the Southern Province has sent the 
following reports to the Afghan Government:— 

(i) That the Madda Khel have decided to loot the property of all Afghans 
passing through their territory in order to induce the Afghan Govern 
ment to arrange for a Madda Khel jirga. 

(ii) That “ Pak ” is still in Madda Khel territory, living in the house of a 
man named Khwajawas, but is not active at the moment. (B) 


The Army. 

New Military Barracks at Herat. 

11. The Islah of the 15th January announces that the new military barracks 
at Robat Gurian, Herat, have been partially completed, and that work on the 
remainder is making rapid progress. 

Changes of Appointments. 

12. — (a) F. M. Abdul Ghafur Khan is now stated to have been appointed 

Rais-i-Arkan (Chief of Staff) at the War Ministry (Summary No. 3, 
paragraph 20). (B) 
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(b) G. M. Muhammad Qasam Khan, Chief of Staff of the Guards Division, 
has been appointed General Officer Commanding of the Kataghan and Badakshan 
Division m place of F. M. Muhammad Ham Khan, and not General Officer 
Commanding, Farah and Chakhansur, as reported in Summary No. 3 of the 
17th January, 1936, paragraph 21. (B) 

(c) G. lVl. Mir Muhammad Said Khan, Commander of the 4th Brigade of 
the Guards Division, has been appointed Chief of Staff of the Guards 
Division (B) 


Foreign Missions. 

Russian. 

13. Colonel Benedictov, the Russian military attache in Kabul, returned 

from leave in Russia to Kabul on the 20th January (Diary No. 41 of 1935, 
paragraph 16). (A) 

Individuals. 

German. 

14. Ilerr E. Grimpe, an engineer in Afghan employ, and his wife are 
proceeding to Germany via India for three and a half months’ leave early in 
February. (A) 

Indian. 

15. Dr. Ibadullah Sheikh, M.B., B.S., a son of Captain Abdullah 
Bahadur, I.M.D., retired, has arrived in Kabul to take up employment under the 
Afghan Government. (A) 

A. S. LANCASTER, Major , 
Military Attache. 


[N 1236/107/97] No. 46. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden.—(Received March 2.) 

(No. 17. Confidential.) 

Sir, Kabul, February 5, 1936. 

I ITAVE the honour to transmit for information a copy of the intelligence 
summary of the military attache to this Legation, No. 5, dated the 31st January, 
1936. 

2. I have no comments to oiler. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

(For the Minister), 

W. R, IIAY. 


Enclosure in No. 46. 

(Secret.) 

. Intelligence Summary No. 5 for the Week ending January 31, 1936. 

General. 

F. M. S. ALI SHAH KHAN (W.W. 180) has taken over charge as officiating 
Governor of the Kandahar Province from F. M. S. Daud Khan (W.W. 239a), 
and the latter is stated to have returned to Kabul. 

S. Shah Wali Khan (W.W. 585), the Afghan Minister at Paris, arrives at 
Bombay on the 3rd February (Intelligence Summary No. 3, paragraphs 1 and 20.) 

The managing director of the Afghan National Bank, Abdul Majid Khan 
(W.W. 72a), is to visit Germany and other European countries in the near future. 

The Afghan National Joint Stock Company (Shirkat-i-Ashami) is 
reorganising its business into two sections. One section is to carry out the banking 
portion of the business, and the other is to conduct business in trade and mono¬ 
polies. The banking section is to be known as the “Afghan National Bank” 
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(“ Bank-i-Milli ”) and the trading section as the “ Ashami Company ” (“ Shirkat- 
i-Ashami ”). 

The newly-appointed Chief of Staff at the Ministry of Defence, F. M. Abdul 
Ghafur Khan, is stated to favour Russian methods of training, and to be desirous 
of forming a reserve force in Afghanistan. 

The Afghan Government are still calling for estimates of the cost of 
mountain guns and machine guns, with payments on an instalment basis. This 
time Messrs. Vickers are said to have been asked to submit tenders for the supply 
of these guns and machine guns. 

In view of the impending departure of the Minister of Defence for Europe 
an early decision as to the country or firm from which the purchases are to be 
made is unlikely. 


Kabul. 


Return of S. Daud Khan to Kabul. 

2. S. Daud Khan (W.W. 239a) is reported to have proceeded to Kandahar 
on the 16th January and handed over the Governorship of Kandahar to F. M. Ali 
Shah Khan (W.W. 180). It is stated that he has now returned to Kabul. (B) 

Return of S. Shah Wall Khan. 

3. The Afghan Government state (A) that S. Shah Wali Khan (W.W. 585), 
the Afghan Minister at Paris, will arrive at Bombay on the 3rd February, by 
the steamship Conte Verde (Intelligence Summary No. 2, paragraph 4, and No. 3, 
paragraphs 1 and 20). 


Commerce. 

Restrictions on Traders in Kataglian and Badakshan. 

4. The Afghan Government are stated to have received reports that traders 
residing in Faizabad are exporting gold, &c., to India, Chitral and Chinese 
Turkistan, and importing silk and piece-goods from India and Kashgar without 
paying import duty. 

The Afghan Government have now issued orders that these traders are, in 
future, to reside at Khanabad, so that an adequate watch can be maintained on 
their trade and movements. (B) 

This order will affect several Indian and Bajauri traders who have resided 
in Faizabad for many years. 

Managing Director of the Afghan National Bank to visit Europe. 

5. The Afghan Prime Minister recently stated (A) that Abdul Majid Khan 
(W.W. 72a), the managing director of the Afghan National Bank, is proceeding 
to Europe shortly. 

The main object of his visit is to bring his family from Berlin, but he is 
also prepared to discuss business with a view to establishing trade relations, 
making contracts for the sale of Persian lambskins (Qaraquli), &c., and if 
possible securing credits. 

The Prime Minister would also like him to visit London if there is any 
possibility of his being able to do genuine business. 

Reorganisation of the Shirkat-i-Ashami. 

6. The Islah of the 25th January announces a reorganisation of the Afghan 
National Joint Stock Company (Shirkat-i-Ashami). The company is to conduct 
its business in future in two sections: — 

(a) The Banking Department. 

(i b) The Trade and Monopoly Department. 

The banking section will, in future, be known as “The National Bank” 
(“Bank-i-Milli ”) and be managed by Said Karim Khan. 

The trade and monopoly section will be known as ‘' The Ashami Company ’ ’ 
(“Shirkat-i-Ashami ”) and be managed by Dost Muhammad Khan. 

It is presumed that Abdul Majid Khan (W.W. 72a) retains his position as 
managing director of both sections. 
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Formation of a new Company at Mazar-i-Sharif. 

7. The Islah of the 25th January states that a company for the sale of 
medicines and drugs is to be formed at Mazar-i-Sharif. The authorised capital 
of the company is to be 100,000 Afghani rupees in shares of 1,000 Afghani rupees. 
The public are said to have subscribed for the major portion of the shares. 

Sale of Persian Lambskins. 

8. Mr. Yadgaroff, a Jewish trader of British nationality, recently stated 
(A) that he had bought 60,000 Persian lambskins (Qaraquli), and that about 
250,000 had been sent from Kabul to London on private account. He thought 
that approximately 500,000 had been exported to Russia and about 100,000 had 
been sent to the Afghan Trade Agent in London on Government account. 


Foreign Affairs. 

Anti-Slavery Convention. 

9. It is reported that Afghanistan has signed the Anti-Slavery Convention 
of the League of Nations. (A) 

Favourable Reception of the Afghan Foreign Minister in Iraq and Turkey. 

10. The Islah of the 25th January states that Faiz Muhammad Khan (W.W. 
243), the Afghan Foreign Minister, has been well received and lavishly entertained 
by the Iraqi Government in Bagdad and the Turkish Government in Angora. His 
visit is said to have been a great success in these two countries, and will tend 
to strengthen the bonds of friendship between Iraq, Turkey and Afghanistan. 

FjAstern Province. 

Electric Light in Jalalabad. 

11. The hlah of the 25th January states that electric power will be supplied 
to four bazaars in Jalalabad at the rate of 5 Afghani rupees per 50 watts. 
Current can also be supplied to outlying houses, provided that not less than ten 
houses in the area concerned apply for the installation of electric light. 



Southern Province. 

Man gals. 

12. It is reported that N. S. Zalmai Khan (W.W. 691) and N. S. Slier 
Ahmad Khan (W.W. 602 a) have been creating trouble amongst the tribes of the 
Southern Province in order to increase their own importance in Kabul. (B) 
The following incidents are said to have occurred at their instigation:— 

(а) The Khajori Mangals of Afghan Territory, in the prosecution of an old 

enmity, attacked the Sabris of Khost and killed a few of the latter. 

(б) The Sabris counter-attacked the Mangals and captured two flocks of 

goats, two women and a shepherd. 

( c) The Miran Khel Mangals called a jirga to settle differences between the 
Khajoris and the Sabris. The Khajoris thought that the Miran Khel 
were going to attack them, and opened fire on them, killing one and 
wounding one of the latter. 

Tour of the Governor of the Southern Province. 

13. It is stated that ten lorries left Kabul for Gardez on the 24th January, 
and are to be used for the tour of the Governor of the Southern Province in 
Ivhost. (B) 


Herat Province. 

Russian Consulate. 

14. It is stated that the Russian consul at Herat recently^ tried to murder 
one of his consulate employees, by means of a hired assassin, this employee is 
said to have become a Mahometan, and this fact was the reason for the attack 
on his life. (B) 
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The North-West Frontier of India. 

Turis and Mangals. 

15. Some fighting is reported between the Turis of Shalozan (Map 38/IC. 
A-l) and the Mangals of Shalozan Tangi over their respective rights in the 
local forest. 

It is stated that four men have been killed. The fighting is said to have 
caused some excitement amongst the Turis of the Kurram Valley, who are 
“ Shiahs,” and the Mangals, who are “ Sunnis.” (B) This feeling may 
spread to the Afghan Mangals, who have close relations with the Kurram 
Mangals. 

Muqbils. 

16. It is stated that four Muqbils of the Kurram, of which Zamin was one, 
have been murdered recently as a result of an old blood feud. The murderers 
are said to have taken refuge with Sahib Din Muqbil, who resides in Afghan 
territory. (B) 

The Army. 

The New Chief of the General Staff and Training. 

17. The new Chief of the General Staff at the Ministry of Defence, 
F. M. Abdul Ghafur Khan, is reported to be holding conferences of officers once 
a week. At his last conference he is said to have stated that, after reading the 
training manuals of various countries, he had come to the conclusion that the 
Russian system was the best, and to have asked for a complete translation of a 
certain Russian training manual. (B) 

He is also said to have stressed the importance of having reserves, and stated 
that every country possessed a reserve force. He is reported to be anxious to 
form a reserve force in Afghanistan. 

Suicide of an A.D.C. 

18. It is reported that T. M. Muhammad Ali, A.D.C. to N. S. Muhammad 
Ghaus Khan (W.W. 262), committed suicide a few days ago. It is said that 
he used some indecent language regarding religious leaders, and a complaint 
against him was made to the Hazrat of Shor Bazar. The complaint was passed 
on to the Minister of Justice, who ordered him to be beaten. The suicide is 
stated to be the result of this order. (B) 

The Senior Officers' School. 

19. The Senior Officers’ School (Kors-i-Ala) returned from Jalalabad on 

the 26th January (Intelligence Summary No. 2, paragraph 23). (A) 

Purchase of Mountain Artillery and Machine Guns. 

20. The Afghan Government are said to have approached Messrs. Vickers 
and Co., England, for estimates of the cost of mountain artillery and machine 
guns; payments to be made on an instalment basis. It would seem that the 
Afghan Government have now asked for tenders from most of the large arma¬ 
ment firms in the world. In view of the proposed trip of the Minister of Defence 
to Europe, an early decision as to which firm is to be given the contract seems 
unlikely. (B) 

Communications. 

The Helmand Bridge: Routes South-West. 

21. Elis Majesty’s consul at Kandahar reports that twenty masons have 
arrived from Kabul and are working on the Helmand Bridge. Construction is 
making rapid progress under the German engineer, Herr Zehme. 

The Lataband Road: Routes South-East. 

22. — (a) A British traveller who recently returned to Kabul states that work 
on the Lataband road has closed down for the winter at the Jalalabad end of the 
road. He said that he could not see any signs of work in progress at Seh Baba 
(Map 38/F. C-2). The Afghan guard on the Darunta Bridge (Map 38/J. B-3) 
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would not allow him to proceed beyond the bridge, but no work appeared to be 
in progress near the bridge. He states that camel and donkey transport 
belonging to Powindahs was using the Sell Baba-Butkhak (Map 38/F. B-3) 
section of the new road. (A) 

(b) Reports recently received regarding the Seh Baba-Butkhak section of 
the road state that the construction of this portion of the road is practically 
complete, but that several bridges will have to be made before the road can be 
used by motor transport. (B) 

Work on one bridge is said to be in progress miles east of Butkhak. The 
work, however, is proceeding very slowly. Two steam rollers are stated to be 
parked at Seh Baba. 

(c) An unconfirmed report states that a portion of the Seh Baba-Butkhak 
section of the road recently gave way under some camels, and the camels fell 
down the hill. (C) 


Individuals. 

Afghan. 

23. Lieutenant-Colonel Muhammad Yakub Khan, an interpreter employed 
in the Afghan War Ministry, left Kabul for Quetta via Kandahar during the 
week. He intends to stay in Quetta for ten days. 

A merican. 

24. Miss Muni, an American traveller, arrived in Kabul during the week 
and is staying at the Kabul Hotel. (A) 

Geiman. 

25. Herr K. F. Koring, a German engineer interested in machinery and 
the textile trade, who arrived in Kabul recently, is returning to India shortly. (A) 

A. S. LANCASTER, Major, 

Military Attache. 


[N 1378/107/97] No. 47. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden.—[Received March 9.) 

(No. 20. Confidential.) 

oh', Kabul, February 14, 1936. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for information a copy of the intelligence 
summary of the military attache to this Legation, No. 6, dated the 
7th February, 1936. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

(For the Minister), 

W. R. HAY. 


Enclosure in No. 47. 

(Secret.) 

Intelligence Summary No. 6 for the Week ending February 7, 1936. 

General. 

S. SHAH WALI KHAN, the Afghan Minister in Paris, is said to be 
arriving in Kabul on the 8th February. Elaborate preparations are being made 
for his reception. 

It is reported that a Trade Agreement has been concluded between 
Afghanistan and Russia. The agreement is not looked on with any favour by the 
Japanese Minister in Kabul, who probably fears that this may lead to a reduction 
in the imports of Japanese goods. 
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The establishment of direct telegraphic communication between Afghanistan 
and Iran is announced, and the usual congratulatory messages have passed 
between Afghan and Iranian Ministers. 

A further issue of Afghan currency notes has been made during the week. 
The notes are of 10 rupees, 20 rupees and 50 rupees denomination, and the total 
amount of the issue is said to be 10 million rupees Afghani. 

It is stated that Messrs. Skoda have secured a contract from the Afghan 
Government for the supply of ten batteries, of four guns each, complete with 
saddlery and telephone equipment. The guns are said to be 75-mm. Skoda 1928 
model and to have a range of 8,700 metres. The supply of 40,000 shells is 
included in the contract. Nothing further has been heard about the purchase of 
machine guns, or whether the ten batteries ordered complete the requirements of 
the Afghan Government for the present. 

Kabul. 

Dissatisfaction with the 'present Afghan Government. 

2. —(a) Koh-i-Daman. —It was reported during the week that dissatisfaction 
with the present Afghan Government, and particularly the Prime Minister, is 
on the increase in the Koh-i-Daman. (C) 

(b) Kabul. —Military officers have been heard making remarks in the Kabul 
bazaar to the effect that they are dissatisfied with the present regime as their 
promotion depended on petticoat influence, and that anyone desiring promotion 
must send their wives to visit the wives of those in authority. (C) 

No real importance need be attached to these remarks at present, as this 
state of affairs is fairly common in countries other than Afghanistan. 

The Return of S. Shah Wali Khan. 

3. It is reported that S. Shah Wali Khan (W.W. 585) will arrive in Kabul 
on the 8th February (Summary No. 5, paragraph 3). 

Elaborate preparations and arches of welcome for his reception are being 
made at Dakka, Jalalabad and Kabul. (B) 

Abdul Samad Khan (W.W. 118), the Director of Receptions and Ceremonial 
in the Afghan Foreign Office, left for India on the 3rd February to meet S. Shah 
Wali Khan and arrange for his reception. 

Formation of a Government Stores Purchasing Department. 

4. The second secretary at the Afghan Foreign Office stated that a Govern¬ 
ment Stores Purchasing Department had been formed and would be known as the 
“ Daira-i-Kharidari.” The names of the officers to be appointed to this 
department will be announced in about a week’s time. (B) This department will 
deal with the requirements for all Government offices (Summary No. 3, 
paragraph 9). 

Foreign Relations. 

Russo-Afghan Trade Agreement. 

5. —(a) Mr Kitada, the Japanese Minister in Kabul, stated (A) during the 
week that Russia was flooding the Far East and Afghanistan with goods which 
were really required by her own people. 

He said that a trade agreement had been concluded between Afghanistan 
and Russia, but he did not know w'hether Moscow had ratified it yet, though the 
Afghan Government had accepted it. 

The agreement, he said, provides for— 

(i) The purchase of 600,000 Persian lambskins from Afghanistan in lieu 

of 400,000 as hitherto. The price to be higher than before, it 
20 rupees Indian per skin. 

(ii) Russia to sell petrol and sugar in Afghanistan at cheaper rates. 

(iii) The sale of piece-goods and hardware in Afghanistan by Russia. 

(iv) Afghan payments to Russia to be in kind and not in cash. 

(v) Afghan exports to Russia to include 45,000 tons of wool, 30,000 tons of 
cotton and 300 tons of opium, the last item to be over a period of 
three rears. 







Mr. Kitada said that he thought hides may be included in the agreement, but 
he had no definite information on this point. 

He considered that India and Japan ought to co-operate to resist the 
Russian economic penetration of Afghanistan, the object ot which was entirely 
political. 

( b) The Afghan Prime Minister informed His Majesty’s Minister on the 
6th February that the information given in (a) above regarding the trade agree¬ 
ment with Russia is substantially correct, though he did not go into figures. The 
agreement, he said, is really a consolidation of the petrol and sugar agreements, 
and under the new terms the Soviet Government have undertaken to buy a certain 
amount of cotton as well as wool. The Prime Minister considers this a very useful 
point pending arrangements for cotton ginning, &c., in Afghanistan. 

The agreement was to be signed in Mazar-i-Sharif on the 6th February. 

Franco-Japanese Relations. 

6. Mr. Kitada, the Japanese Minister in Kabul, stated (A) that, as a result 
of the policy of friendship with Russia, French diplomats in the Far East were 
now showing themselves unfriendly to Japan. 

Russo-Japanese Relations. 

7. Mr. Kitada, the Japanese Minister in Kabul, stated (A) that, so long as 
Soviet Russia maintained an army of 200,000 between Lake Baikal and 
Vladivostok, it is not possible for Japan to sign a pact of non-aggression. Japan, 
he said, had only two divisions in Manchuria. 

The Press. 

8. Afghan-Iranian Relations. —The Islali of the 30th January, in 
announcing the establishment of direct telegraphic communication between 
Afghanistan and Iran, views with pleasure this extension of communications 
between the two countries, and hopes that it will be a further aid to the 
maintenance of friendly relations between Afghanistan and Iran. 

Congratulatory telegrams were exchanged by the Iranian Minister for 
Foreign Affairs and the Afghan Prime Minister, as well as by the Iranian and 
Afghan Ministers of Posts and Telegraphs. 

Afghan Representatives at the Funeral of His late Majesty King George V. 

9. The I slab of the 30 th January states that His Majesty the King of 
Afghanistan was represented at the funeral of Flis late Majesty King George V 
by his Excellency Faiz Muhammad Khan, the Minister for Foreign Affairs, his 
Excellency Sultan Ahmad Khan, Afghan Ambassador in Turkey, his Excellency 
Ali Muhammad Khan, Afghan Minister in London, and F. M. Muhammad Umar 
Khan, Afghan military representative at the Disarmament Conference. 


Finance. 

The further Issue of Afghan Notes. 

10. A further issue of Afghan paper currency in Kabul is reported. The 
issue is said to have a total value of 10 million rupees Afghani, and the 
denominations of the notes are 10 rupees, 20 rupees and 50 rupees Afghani. (B) 

Three notes of 50 rupees Afghani have been received from the bazaar in 
Kabul by officers of this Legation. 

The notes are well printed, and similar in appearance, though larger, than 
the 5-rupee Afghani note. 

forged A fghan Notes. 

11. One of the Afghan menial staff of the Legation recently tendered a 
5-rupee Afghani note to a shopkeeper in payment for goods supplied. The 
shopkeeper examined the note carefully before accepting it, and remarked that 
he had to be on the watch, as there were many forged notes in circulation. (C) 

No other reports as to the existence of forged Afghan notes have been 
received, and it is probable that this shopkeeper may have been carrying out a 
little propaganda against paper currency generally. 
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Afghan Relations—British Tribes. 

Badshah Gul. 

12. —(a) With reference to Summary No. 1, paragraph 29 (6), His Majesty’s 
consul at Jalalabad now states that Badshah Gul did not visit Jalalabad or have 
an interview with the Governor of the Eastern Province. (B) 

(b) Badshah Gul I is still in Kabul. (A) 

Mujahidin Colonies at Chamarkand and Asmas. 

13. The Afghan Prime Minister told His Majesty’s Minister during the 
week (A) that there were three members of the Chamarkand or Asmas Colony of 
Mujahidin at present in Jalalabad. He did not know who or what they were, 
but he had forbidden them to come to Kabul. 

He stated that at one time the Afghan Government had paid allowances to 
these colonies, particularly in the time of Maulvi Bashir. They were now, he 
considered, a miserable crowd, and he had instructed the Governor of the Eastern 
Province to tell them that, if they wished to make India into a “ free country,” 
they had better go to Delhi and do it. He had no use for men of this type, who 
came to “ sponge ” on the Afghan Government, and the three men in question 
would be sent back to their colony with 20 rupees to 30 rupees Afghani for 
expenses. 

Enlistment of Khassadars. 

14. The Afghan Prime Minister stated (A) that Ahmad Jan, son of Musa 
Khan Abdullai Mahsud (W.W. 462), had not received any instructions from the 
Afghan Government to enlist more Khassadars. 

The Army. 

Purchase of A rtillery . 

15. — (a) M. Bonneau, secretary of the French Legation, Kabul, stated (A) 
that the Afghan Government had on the 29th January concluded negotiations 
with Messrs. Skoda for the purchase of mountain artillery. 

The artillery purchased is said to consist of ten batteries of four guns each, 
complete in every respect with saddlery, telephone equipment, &c., and 40,090 
shells. 

The guns are 75-mm. 1928 Skoda model, with a range of 8,700 metres. 

The shells are 6-3 kilog. in weight (about 14 lb.), and are to be supplied as 
follows: 13,350 shrapnel, 13,350 percussion cap with delayed action, and 13,300 
with double burst (7). 

The basis of payment is not exactly known, but is probably one-third with 
the order, one-third against documents, and one-third a year after receipt. 
Payment to be guaranteed by the Afghan National Bank. 

M. Bonneau also said that the Afghan Government had originally asked for 
thirty batteries in the hope of a reduction in price. Having obtained a quotation 
for the supply of thirty batteries, they then reduced the order to ten batteries. 

Messrs. Skoda did not raise the price, but used the reduced order as a lever 
to obtain early payment. 

He also stated that the Germans were keen competitors for the order, but 
that Major Schenk, a German instructor at the Afghan Senior Officers’ School, 
rather gave away the business. 

It appears that the Italian guns in the Afghan army have a compressed air 
recoil, which depends on rubber buffers for good working. The Afghans were 
not aware of this, and the recoil did not work well. The guns which 
Messrs. Skoda are supplying have a spring recoil, which alone has a weight of 
120 kilog. The Afghans asked Major Schenk what sort of recoil the Germau 
guns would have, and he replied that they would have both. 

The Afghans then came to the conclusion that he was not advising them to 
the best of his ability, and was merely trying to sell them German guns. They 
therefore rejected the German tender, and accepted that of Messrs. Skoda. 

(b) Colonel Benedictov, the Soviet military attache at Kabul, in the course 
of a conversation, stated (A) that the Afghan Government had tried to obtain a 
gift of mountain guns from his Government, and when this attempt failed they 
asked for tenders for the supply of the guns with payments on a very extended 
instalment basis. 
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He said that negotiations had broken down and that the Afghan Govern¬ 
ment had then turned to the Japanese, who offered to supply obsolete guns very 
cheaply. He gave no indication as to whether he was aware that Messrs. Skoda 
had secured a contract for the supply of mountain guns. 


Communications. 

Afghan-Iranian Telegraph Line. 

16. The Islah of the 30th January announces the opening of direct 
telegraph communication between Afghanistan and Iran. 

The wires were connected at Kal-i-Kaleh (Map 29/B. D-2) on the 28th 
January, in the presence of an Afghan-Iranian Commission sent for this purpose 
to the Kafir Kala (Map 29/F. A-2) -Karez (Map 29/B. D.-l) frontier. 

The New Lataband Road. Routes S.E. 

17. — (a) The Afghan Prime Minister, in reply to a question by His Majesty’s 
Minister regarding the construction of the Lataband Road, stated (A) that the 
new road has been laid throughout its length from Butkhak (Map 38/F. B-3) to 
Lataband (Map 38/F. B-2), from Lataband to Sarobi (Map 38/F. C-2), and from 
Sarobi to Katasang (Map 38/F. C-2), except for a small poi’tion near the top of 
the Lataband Kotal (Map 38/F. C-2) close to Kotal Amir Khan (?). This portion 
involves heavy blasting, and operations have not started as yet. The road, 
however, is not metalled. 

He hopes it will be ready for traffic by the autumn of 1936, but is not certain 
that the road will be ready then. He stated that the alignment follows very 
closely Major Deed’s 1925 alignment, except that in one place they have avoided 
the necessity for the provision of a bridge. 

He added that they were working on the alignment of the new road by the 
Darunta Gorge (Map 38/J. B-3), but that it would be some time before this was 
completed. 

( b) The drivers of lorries who arrived in Kabul from Peshawar this week 
state that a gang of men was seen at work on the new road 1 mile north of 
Seh Baba (Map 38/F. C-2). A camp has also been formed during the week near 
Katasang (Map 38/F. C-2), and a gang of men is working on the new road 
there. (B) 

Telephones. Routes N.E. 

18. The Afghan Prime Minister told His Majesty’s Minister on the 
6th February that telephonic communication between Kabul and Faizabad had 
just been established. (A) 

Khanabad-Faizabad Road. Routes N.E. 

19. The Afghan Prime Minister stated (A) that he hoped they would 
complete a motor road between Khanabad and Faizabad during the year 1315 
(1936-37). 


Individuals. 

A fghan Officials. 

20. Ghulam Muhammad Khan, a director of Afghan factories, is 
proceeding to India on or about the 3rd February. (A) 

German. 

21. — (a) It is reported that Frau Panzer has taken the place of Frau Roidl 
as secretary to the German Minister at Kabul. It will be remembered that 
Frau Roidl left Kabul for Germany via India about a month ago. (A) 

( b) Herr Panzer is now said to bo employed as an engineer under the Afghan 
Government and working on an irrigation scheme at Maimana. (B) 

J apanese. 

22. Mr. Makoto Akiyama, a representative of Messrs. Asahi Gahasn Kaisha 
(Limited), sheet and plate glass manufacturers, arrived in Kabul on the 1st 
February from India. (A) 
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Polish. 

23. M. A. Janta, special correspondent of the Gazeta Polska, Warsaw, 
visited Kabul during the week, and returned to India on the 6th February. (A) 

Turkish. 

24. The Islah of the 2nd February announces the arrival in Kabul ot 
Dr. Mohi-ud-din Gondran Bay, who is to work as a dentist under the Afghan 
Ministry of Health in place of Jalal Faiq Bay, whose contract has expired. 

A. S. LANCASTER, Major, 

Military A ttache. 


[N 1515/107/97] No. 48. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden.—(.Received March 16.) 

(No. 24. Confidential.) 

Sir, Kabul, February 18, 1936. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for information a copy of the Intelligence 
Summary of the military attache to this Legation, No. 7, dated the 14th 
February, 1936. 

2. Paragraphs 3 and 4.—As it is not at present possible for members of His 
Majesty’s Legation to attend the functions given in honour of S. Shah Wali’s 
return I asked leave to call on him privately. His Highness, whom I have known 
since 1923, received me in the Prime Minister’s house. He is not looking very 
well and told me that for some time past the climate of Paris has not agreed 
with him; but he hopes to pick up in Kabul. He does not, however, appear 
anxious to prolong his stay in Afghanistan, and spoke with some apprehension 
of the possibility of having to face the monsoon on his return to Europe. I did not 
respond with much sympathy, since, much though I like Shah Wali personally. 
I have always felt that he should have had more concern for the welfare of his 
country, and should have returned to help his brothers on the death of the late 
King. His wife is a sister of ex-King Amanullah and has always refused to 
return to Kabul. This, combined with a certain jealousy of the Prime Minister, 
is probably the reason for his preference for a quiet life in Europe. 

His return does, however, give S. Shah Mahmud a long-awaited opportunity 
to visit Europe and get rid of his troublesome goitre, which is beginning 
seriously to undermine his health. He has never been to Europe, and a visit 
should do much not only to restore his health but also to broaden his outlook 
He has, with very limited experience, worked hard for the last six years to raise 
and train an army of some 50,000 men; but there is much still to be done, and 
I very much hope that His Majesty’s Government will be able to offer him 
facilities when in England to sec something of up-to-date military matters. 
I expect to see him before he leaves Kabul and will address you separately when 
I have learnt something more definite about his intentions. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State 
for India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

W. K. FRASER-TYTLER 


(Secret.) 


Enclosure in No. 48. 


Intelligence Summary No. 7 for the Week ending February 14, 1936. 


General. 


S. SHAH WALI KFIAN arrived in Kabul on the 9th February and was 
given an official reception at the Foreign Office. Reports received indicate that 
he was warmly welcomed by leading officials and notabilities at both Jalalabad 
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and Kabul. Articles in the Islah included many highly complimentary references 
to the “ Conqueror of Kabul.” 

S. Shah Mahmud Khan, Afghan Minister of Defence, is said to be leaving 
Kabul for Peshawar on the 1st March and will embark at Bombay on the 
steamship Strathmore for Marseilles on the 7th March. These dates, however, are 
not definite. 

The Afghan Government are said to have received a report that “ Pak ” is 
still in Madda Khel country, and is receiving financial assistance through a 
soda-water seller of Miranshah, and a Hindu merchant of Bannu city. 

According to a report sent to the Afghan Government, the Afridi Sarishta 
party are carrying out intensive propaganda in Tirah with a view to obtaining 
tribal unity over the question of road construction in Tirah. 


Aviation, Civil. 

Kabul-Termez Service. 

2. A monoplane arrived on the 2nd February and left Kabul on the 4th. 
A biplane arrived on the 8th February and left Kabul on the 10th. 


Kabul. 

Arrival of S. Shah Wali Khan in Kabul. 

3. — (a) S. Shah Wali Khan (W.W. 585), Afghan Minister at Paris, arrived 
in Kabul on the afternoon of the 9th February. He was met by the leading civil 
and military officials about three miles east of Kabul, where tea was provided. (A) 
He was afterwards escorted to the Foreign Office, where he was given an official 
welcome, and a guard of honour and a military band were drawn up. 

In the evening he dined with His Majesty King Zahir Shah. 

(b) It is stated that the wife of S. Shah Wali Khan refused to return to 
Afghanistan with him, and has proceeded to London on a visit. (B) 

(c) Reports received indicate that S. Shah Wali Khan was given a very 
warm welcome by leading officials and notabilities of Jalalabad and Kabul. (B) 

(d) S. Shah Wali Khan is reported to be interviewing notable people at the 
house of the Court Minister, and has not yet paid a visit to the War 
Ministry. (B) 

Visit of S. Shah Mahmud Khan to Europe. 

4. — (a) S. Shah Mahmud Khan (W.W. 414), Afghan Minister of Defence, is 
reported to be leaving Kabul on the 1st March, and, after spending one night at 
Jalalabad, will proceed to Peshawar. (B) 

He is to be accompanied by Mr M A Hakim and Dr Qureshi (W W 513a) 
and will embark at Bombay on the steamship Strathmore for Marseilles on the 
7th March. 

(b) Mr. M. A. Hakim stated (A) that the Minister of Defence would proceed 
to Paris for a few days after landing at Marseilles to pay a visit to his sister-in- 
law, the wife of S. Shah Wali Khan. He would then proceed to Berne or Berlin 
for his operation for goitre. After the operation the Minister of Defence is to 
proceed to London, where he will stay some time, and hopes that he will receive 
an invitation to attend military manoeuvres in England. These movements are, 
however, not yet definite. 

Mr. Hakim went on to sav that he himself would stay with the Minister of 
Defence until the operation was over and would then proceed to England to meet 
his wife, and hoped to stay there until October, 

Release from Arrest of Muhammad Jamil Khan. 

5. Regarding the arrest of Muhammad Jamil Khan (W.W. 50a) and Said 
Muhammad Sharif Khan (W.W. 594) reported in Summary No. 3, paragraph 2, it 
is now stated that Muhammad Jamil Khan was released after a few days’ detention 
and a warning that he was not to criticise the actions of the Government in 
future. (B) 
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Finance. 

The Results of the Revenue and Economics Course. 

6. The I slab of the 8th February announces the results of a course in revenue 
and economics held under arrangements made by the Ministry of Finance. 

Forty-eight students attended the course, nineteen of whom obtained 
distinguished passes, eleven first class, seven second class, nine third class, and 
two students failed to qualify. 


Agriculture. 

Visit of Agricultural Experts to Iran. 

7. The I slab of the 8th February states that the two Afghan agricultural 
experts. Muhammad Zaman Khan and Nur Muhammad Khan, who went to Iran 
to study the sugar factories there, have returned to Kabul (Diary No. 48 of 1935, 
paragraph 12). 

Foreign Affairs. 

Italian-Abyssinian Dispute. 

8 The Islah of 1st February states that it has been provided by the 
Italian Legation in Kabul with a copy of a note sent by the Italian Government 
to all countries who are members of the League of Nations. A translation of the 
note is published, and refers to defensive arrangements made between Great 
Britain and France. 

Eastern Province. 

S. Shah Wali Khan fails to greet Tribesmen at Dakka. 

9. A report from the Eastern Province states that a large number of 
Afridis, Mohmands and Shinwaris had assembled at Dakka to greet 
S. Shah Wali Khan as he passed through to Kabul. He did not stop there, and 
the tribesmen are said to have returned very disappointed to their homes. (B) 

Khugianis. 

10. Malik Qais Khan (W.W. 504) and the sons of Malik Muhammad Jan 
Khugiani (deceased) are stated to have been summoned to Kabul by the Prime 
Minister, who is said to have warned them to keep the peace. They have now 
returned to their homes. (B) 

Saiyid Abbas Badshah of Islampur. 

11. It is reported that Saiyid Abbas Badshah (W.W. 2) of Islampur visited 
Kabul recently and had interviews with the Prime Minister, the Minister of 
Defence and the Court Minister. He has now returned to his home (B) 

Southern Province. 

Tour of the Governor. 

12. F M. Muhammad Afzal Khan (W.W. 138), Governor of the Southern 
Province, is reported to have proceeded on tour to Khost on the 29th January, and 
is still there. F. M. Pir Muhammad Khan (W.W. 500) was stated to be acting 
for him as Governor at Gardez, but apparently did not like it, and has now 
returned to Urgun. During the absence of the Governor the Chief of Staff will 
now act as General Officer Commanding, and the chief revenue officer will carry 
out the duties of the Governor. (B) 

Relief of the Chief Revenue Officer. 

13 Asmatullah Khan, chief revenue officer at Gardez, is reported to have 
been relieved by Abdul Majid Khan, who was formerly a revenue officer at 
Mazar-i-Sharif. (B) 

The Mangals. 

14 With reference to the report of trouble between hostile sections of the 
Mangals (Summary No. 5, paragraph 12), it is now stated that the tribal leaders 
have intervened and are conducting negotiations to ensure a permanent settle¬ 
ment of the disputes. (B) 
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The North-West Frontier. 

Afridis. 

15. It is reported that Qasi Abdul Azim Khan, of Mohmand tribal territory, 
has forwarded a report to the Afghan Government stating that Afridis of the 
Sarishta party are carrying out a successful tour in Afridi tribal territory with 
a view to obtaining complete unity amongst the Afridis. They are said to have 
destroyed the house of Amal Din, of the Malik Din Khel, on account of his pro- 
British tendencies. (B) 

The Afridis are said to be carrying out propaganda on the lines that the 
British will not pay them their allowances unless they consent to the construction 
of roads in Tirah, and that they, by their previous agreements with the British, 
are entitled to the allowances without the new condition regarding roads 

They are stating that unless the British pay them their allowances they will 
take it that friendly relations between them and the British no longer exist. 

“ Pak.” 

16. The Afghan Government are stated to have received a report from the 
Governor of the Southern Province to the effect that “ Pak ” is still living in 
Madda Khel territory, and is receiving money for his expenses through a soda- 
water seller named Abdali, of Miranshah, and a Hindu cloth merchant named 
Damodar Singh, of Bannu City. These two individuals are said to have been 
introduced to “ Pak” at Spin Khaisora by a former Tchsildar, Abdul Munan 
Khan. (B) 


Communications. 

Arrival of Road Graders and Scarifiers in Kabul. 

17 Three sets of one road grader and one road scarifier each arrived in 
Kabul at the end of January It is stated that they are for work round Kabul, 
and later on the Butkhak-Sah Baba section of the Lataband Road (A) 

They are caterpillar, type 44, and manufactured by the lvillefer Company, 
United States. The sets are made in two sections, and can be used separately 

Chagha Bridge: Routes N.E. 

18. The Islah of the 27th January states that work on the bridge at 
Chagha (?) has been postponed until the cold weather is over (Diary No. 50 of 
1935, paragraph 23). 

Individuals. 

British 

19. Lieutenant-Colonel L. Lawrence Smith, 18th Iv.G.O. Cavalry, and 
Mrs Beard, arrived in Kabul on the 9th February, and stayed with His Majesty’s 
Minister. They left Kabul for Peshawar on the 13th February. (A) 

Czechoslovak. 

20 M. R. Burianek, Messrs. Skoda’s representative in Kabul, is leaving 
for Europe via India shortly. (A) 

Turkish 

21. (a) M. Jalaluddin Faiq, a dentist employed by the Afghan Ministry of 

Health, is leaving Kabul on the expiry of his contract, and is proceeding to Fgypt 
via India shortly. (B) He states (A) that he is not returning to Kabul. 

(b) M. Halid Rajab Bay, Director of Music, employed by the Afghan 
Ministry of Defence, is proceeding on leave to Turkey via Traq, and expects to 
return in about a month with his wife. (A) 

(c) Mme. Zafar Hussain, wife of Zafar Hussain (W.W. 687), is proceeding 
t f > Turkey via Iraq to visit her relatives. (B) 

AS. LANCASTER, Major, 
Military Attache. 
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[N 4655/107/97] No. 49. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden.—(Received March 23.) 

(No. 28. Confidential.) 

Sir, Kabul, February 29, 1936. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for information a copy of the diary of the 
military attache to this Legation, No. 8, dated the 21st February, 1936. 

2. Paragraph 4.—I apologised to the Prime Minister for not having 
informed him into which branch of the Imperial Bank in Peshawar the instalment 
should be paid, and explained that I had myself been under the impression that 
the Imperial Bank of India would accept sums paid in on Government of India 
account at any of its branches. The Prime Minister said it was really the fault 
of the Ministry of Commerce in Kabul, which had entrusted the payment to the 
Afghan trade agent in Peshawar, who had only recently been appointed and did 
not know the ropes, instead of to the Peshawar branch of the Shirkat-i-Ashami. 
He added that, if it ever should happen, which God forbid, that the Afghan 
Government found themselves unable to meet their obligations on due date, he 
would himself inform me of the fact, giving me full reasons for their inability 
to do so and informing me of the date on which they would pay. He would not 
leave me to find out the position for myself. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c.- 

W. K. FRASER-TYTLER. 


(Secret.) 


Enclosure in No. 49. 


Intelligence Summary No. 8 for the Week ending February 21, 1936. 


General. 

S. SHAH MAHMUD, the Afghan Minister of Defence, is now said to be 
leaving Kabul for Jalalabad on the 26th February and will arrive at Peshawar 
on the 1st March. 

The Afghan Government have paid the first instalment of 1,33,833/5/4 rupees 
on the 5,000 rifles and 3 million rounds of ammunition purchased m India in 
August 1935. 

A recent report shows that Badshah Gul (W.W. 224) is becoming unpopular 
with the Mohmands as a result of his prolonged stay in Kabul. 

The Afghan Government are now stated to be trying to purchase war 
material, including sixty-four guns and some aeroplanes, from Germany. Para¬ 
graph 18 of this summary gives the details so far as is known at present. 

Opinion seems to be divided in the Afghan War Ministry as to the respective 
merits of the Russian and Turkish methods of military training. A conference 
recently held by the Afghan Chief of the General Staff was adjourned without 
having reached a decision as to which method was more suitable for adoption by 
the Afghan army. 

Kabul. 

Visit of Shah Mahmud to Europe. 

2.—(«) It is now stated that S. Shah Mahmud Khan (W.W. 414), Afghan 
Minister of Defence, is leaving Kabul on the 26th February for Jalalabad and 
will arrive at Peshawar on the 1st March. (B) 

(b) Passages for S. Shah Mahmud Khan, Mr. M. A. Hakim and Dr. Qureshi 
(W.W. 513a) have been booked on the steamship Strathmore , sailing from Bombay 
on the 7th March (Summary No. 7, paragraph 4). (A) 


New Afghan Minister to Rome. 

3. Abdus Samad Khan (W.W. 118), the newly appointed Afghan Minister 
at Rome, is said to be leaving Kabul on the 26th February with the Minister of 
Defence, and may sail on the steamship Strathmore from Bombay on the 
7th March, if he can secure a passage. (B) 
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Payment of the First Instalment on Rifles, &c., 'purchased in India by the Afghan 
Government. 

4. The Afghan Government have paid the sum of 1,33,833/5/4 Indian 
rupees into the Imperial Bank of India, Peshawar. This was due on the 
1st February, 1936, and is the first of six instalments due on the 5,000 rifles and 
3 million rounds of s.a.a. purchased from India in August 1935 (Diary No. 31 
of 1935, paragraph 22). (A) 

Reported Arrest of Said Muhammad Sharif Khan. 

5. With reference to paragraph 5 of Summary No. 7 and paragraph 2 of 
Summary No. 3, the report of the arrest of F.M. Said Muhammad Sharif Khan 
(W.W. 594), chief aide-de-camp to the King, is now stated to be untrue. (B) 

Dar-ul-Aman. 

6. According to statements made by skilled workmen in Kabul, the Afghan 
Government intend to recommence work on Government buildings and houses in 
Dar-ul-Aman in May 1936. It is stated that cement and other materials have 
been ordered for this purpose. (C) 

Control of the Ahmadzai Ghilzais at Hazrah. 

7. It is reported that the Afghan Government intend to appoint Ghulatn 
Qadir Khan of Lalpura as Hakim of Hazrah (Map 38/F. C-4) or Hazro 
(Map 38/F. C-4). A qazi, a mufti and a revenue officer are also to be appointed. 

It is also stated that a battalion of infantry may be sent to this area. (B) 
The Ahmadzai Ghilzais are said to have about 1,000 houses in the Hazrah- 
Hazro area, and to have been smuggling goods through the district on a large 
scale, thus causing a loss of revenue to the Government. 

Proposal to create Koh-i-Daman into a Province. 

8. It is stated that, as a result of complaints regarding the delay in settling 

disputes, &c., in the Koh-i-Daman. the Afghan Government intend to make 
this district into a second-class independent province (Summary No. 6, para¬ 
graph 2). (B) 

A Hakim-i-Ala (Governor) will be appointed, and the new province will be 
divided into three districts. Up to the present the Wali of Kabul has been 
responsible for the administration of the Koh-i-Daman. 

The Hazrat of Slior Bazar. 

9. It is reported that King Zahir Shah gave an audience to the Hazrat of 
Shor Bazar (W.W. 256) on the 13th February, and has given him a grant of land 
consisting of 50 acres, a fort and an orchard of 20 acres in the Chardeh Plain 
(Map 38/F. A-3). (B) 

Commerce. 

Encouragement of Russian Imports. 

10. Abdul Majid Khan (W.W. 72a), managing director of the Afghan 
National Bank and the Ashami Company, has returned to Kabul from Mazar-i- 
Sharif. While at the latter place he met a representative of the Russian Textile 
Trust, and it is stated that arrangements were made to facilitate the import of 
Russian goods into Afghanistan and to discourage the import of Japanese goods 
on the grounds that Japanese imports do not have a favourable effect on Afghan 
exports. (B) 


Agriculture. 

Instruction in Agriculture by a Japanese Expert. 

11. The I slab of the 17th February announces that Mr. Osaki, a Japanese 
agricultural expert, is to give practical instruction in agriculture to a number of 
Afghan students who were passed out of the Agricultural School at Kabul. 

[14927J l 2 





The Arrival of Pumping Machines. 

12. The I slab of the 17th February states that two “ Diesel ” pumping 
machines have arrived in Kabul, but no details are given as to what these are for, 
or where they are to be fixed. 

The Arrival of Sluice Gates. 

13. The Islah of the 17th February announces the arrival in Kabul of sluice 
gates for the Band-i-Machalghu (Map 38/G. R-45) and the Band-i-Zana Khan 
(Map 38/C. Q--641). These are said to have been imported from abroad by the 
Ashami Company. 

Southern Province. 

The -Jajis and Smuggling of Afghan Coin into India. 

14. It is reported that the Afghan Foreign Minister has taken up with the 
Minister of Defence the question of the smuggling of Afghan coin into India. 
The Jajis are stated to have regularly disregarded the orders of the Afghan 
Government regarding the prohibition of the export of Kabuli rupees, and the 
British authorities in the Kurram have at various times confiscated Kabuli rupees 
in the possession of Afghans who were attempting to smuggle them into 
India. (B) 

The Minister of Defence is said to have sent for the Jaji maliks and told 
them that they are to be more careful in future, and not throw their money into 
the hands of foreigners. 

A letter has also been sent to the Governor of the Southern Province ordering 
him to give a similar warning to the Jajis, and adding that representations by 
them regarding the confiscation of Afghan coin by British officials in India will 
not be taken up with the Indian Government in future. 

Appointment of Commissioners, 

15. It is reported that the Governor of the Southern Province, 
F.M. Muhammad Afzal Khan (W.W. 138), has asked the Minister of Defence 
to appoint commissioners at Urgun, Khost and Jaji-Chakmani on the grounds 
that these areas give constant trouble over frontier quarrels and disputes. The 
Minister of Defence is said to have given orders to the Chief of Staff to bring the 
matter before the Cabinet. (B) 

M an gals. 

16. A recent report states that a raiding gang of the Khajori Mangals 

carried out an attack on the Sabris of Khost, killed two Sabris and carried off 
twenty cows (Summary No. 5, paragraph 12). (B) 


The North-West Frontier. 

Mohmancls-Badshah Gul (W.W. 224). 

17. Reports received from quarters which are usually well informed 
indicate that Badshah Gul (W.W. 224) is not popular in Mohmand territory now, 
and go so far as to state that, should he return there, he might be murdered. His 
long sojourn in Kabul is said to have given rise to this feeling. (B) 


The Army. 

The Purchase of War Material from Germany. 

18, The Afghan Government are stated to be trying to purchase war 
material from Germany. The German Government are said to be considering 
the supply of war material up to a limit of 2 million marks, but the Afghan 
Government apparently wish to purchase munitions, &c., up to a value of 
4 million marks. The German Minister at Kabul is said to favour the larger 
figure on the ground that it will increase the value of German exports to 
Afghanistan. (B) 
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The order which the Afghan Government wish to place in Germany is stated 
to include sixty-four field guns and some aeroplanes. 

The Minister of Defence is to select the guns and aeroplanes during his tour 
in Europe. 

Discussion regarding Methods of Training. 

19. It is reported that the Chief of Staff, F.M. Abdul Ghafur Khan 

(W.W. 28), held a conference on the 30th January regarding the adoption of 
Russian methods of military training. F.M. Asadullah Khan (W.W. 199), 
G.M. Said Akbar Khan, Director of Military Training, and K.M. Zakriva 
Khan, Director of the Translation Branch, opposed the adoption of Russian 
methods and favoured the adoption of Turkish methods of military training. 
The discussion was rather heated, and eventually the conference was adjourned, 
no decision having been reached (Summary No. 5, paragraph 17). (B) 

Suggested Innovations by the Chief of Staff. 

20. It is stated that the new Chief of Staff, F.M. Abdul Ghafur Khan 
(W.W. 28), made various suggestions to the Minister of Defence on the 
5th February. Amongst the suggestions were alterations to officers’ uniform 
and badges, and the supply of cooked food to other ranks of the army. (B) 

The Minister of Defence was very annoyed and told him that he had not 
been appointed Chief of the General Staff with a view to changing the existing 
army system or making innovations involving heavy expenditure and likely to 
create difficulties. 

The Recall of the 3 rd Shahi Brigade from Gardez. 

21. It is reported that the 3rd Shahi Brigade, under G.M. Abdur Samad 

Khan, has been recalled to Kabul from Gardez (Diary No. 25 of 1935, para¬ 
graph 16). (B) 


Communications. 

Gardez-Khost Road. Routes S.E. 

22. The lslah of the 13th February states that, according to a report 
received from Gardez, the construction of the road between Gardez and Khost 
(Matun) has been almost completed. 

A small section of 4 miles between Bargai (Map 38/G. W-69) and Almarah 
(Map 38/G. W-79) remains, and it is hoped to complete this in about a fortnight. 

Cars can now, it is stated, travel over this section, and on the 5th February 
the Governor of the Southern Province, accompanied by twelve motor lorries, 
reached Matun without difficulty. 


Foreign Missions in Kabul. 

Russian. 

23. M. L. Stark, the Soviet Ambassador at Kabul, is proceeding on leave 
at the end of March 1936 and will not return to Kabul. The name of his 
successor is M. Skwirsky. (A) 


Individuals. 

A fghans. 

24. Abdul Qayum Khan, Director of Customs in the Afghan Ministry of 
Commerce, proceeded to India on or about the 16th February. (B) 

25. Mirza Abdullah Khan, a head clerk in the Prime Minister’s office, is 
stated to have left Kabul for Lahore on the 21st February. He is said to be 
visiting Lahore for eye treatment. (B) 

° A. S. LANCASTER, Major , 

MHilary A ttache. 
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[N 1804/107/97] No. 50. 

Lieut.-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden.—(Received March 30.) 

(No. 30. Confidential.) 

Sir, Kabul , March 7, 1936. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for information a copy of the diary of 
the military attach^ to this Legation, No. 9, dated the 28th February, 1936. 

2. Paragraph 6.—Republican tendencies in Afghanistan have manifested 
themselves at different times in the past ten years, but never very seriously. 
Muhammad Wali, who was Regent during Amanullah’s tour in 1928 and was 
subsequently executed for sedition, was said to be a Republican at heart; and a 
small Republican party headed by Abdul Hadi, the first Afghan Minister in 
London and now in the Kabul jail, is occasionally heard of. It does not seem 
likely that anything much will come of the movement during the lifetime of the 
present Prime Minister or probably of his brothers. In the meantime it is to 
be hoped that the King will have acquired sufficient experience to maintain his 
position, though it can hardly be said that he is yet showing signs of developing 
into a ruler capable of controlling a country which contains so many disruptive 
elements. An attempt to establish a republic in Afghanistan would almost 
certainly be fatal to the Central Government and would bring about that 
“ condition favourable to revolution ” which is, I understand, the primary object 
of Soviet policy. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State 
for India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

W. K. FRASER-TYTLER. 


Enclosure in No. 50. 

(Secret.) 

Intelligence Summary No. 9 for the Week ending February 28, 1936. 

General. 

S. SHAII MAHMUD, the Afghan Minister of Defence, left Kabul on the 
27th February for Europe. Alter his operation for goitre he said he would 
like to see something of foreign armies, and hoped that he would be invited to 
attend manoeuvres and a ceremonial parade in England. 

It is reported that the Afghan Government have placed a ban on the despatch 
of Afghan students to Russia. The reason for this is said to be that students 
educated in Russia have indulged in objectionable propaganda after their return 
to Afghanistan. 

The Anglo-Saxon Petroleum Company have, it is stated, dropped the question 
of attempting to obtain an oil concession in Afghanistan. Northern Afghanistan 
is said to hold out some prospect of finding oil in commercial quantities, but is 
remote from substantial oil markets. The chances of finding oil in any quantity 
in Southern Afghanistan are said to be slight. 

The attempts made by the Afghan Government to bring the Shinwaris of 
the Eastern Province under control have been countered by the spreading of wild 
rumours by elements hostile to the present regime. The visit of the large Afridi 
jirga to the Eastern Province in November last is said to have had some connexion 
with anti-Afghan Government parties in this province. In this connexion the 
reported despatch of Malik Qais Khan, Khugiani, to the Herat Province is 
interesting. 

The cost of the artillery and ammunition purchased by the Afghan Govern¬ 
ment from Messrs. Skoda is said to be £240,000. Paragraph 28 of this summary 
gives details regarding payments, so far as they are known. 

M. L. Stark, the Soviet Ambassador in Kabul, is proceeding on leave about 
the end of March, and will not return. His successor is M. Skvirsky, who is at 
present counsellor in the Soviet Embassy at Washington. 
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Kabul. 

Civil Aviation. 

2. Kabul-Terviez Service. —A Russian biplane arrived in Kabul on the 
20th February and left on the 24th February. 

Visit of the A fghan Minister of Defence to Europe. 

3. — (a) S. Shah Mahmud Khan (W.W. 414) left Kabul on the 

27th February. (A) 

(b) He stated (A) that he would spend one night at Nimla and one night at 
Jalalabad, and would then proceed to Peshawar on the 1st March. He hoped 
that he would be invited to stay at Government House, Peshawar, as he was 
anxious to meet his Excellency the Governor of the North-West Frontier Province. 

He also said that, though he would go to see the latest plays and films when 
in Europe, he was much more interested in up-to-date military developments, 
and would try to see as much as possible of the armies of the various countries 
he was visiting. He hoped to attend military manoeuvres in England, and see a 
ceremonial parade. He did not appear to be desirous of returning to Kabul 
until he had seen all there was to be seen in Europe and had had a good holiday. 

S. Shah Wali Khan. 

4. —(a) S. Shah Wali Khan (W.W. 585) stated (A) that he was not very fit 
at present, as the climate of Paris had not suited him. 

( b) He appeared to be anxious about his return journey to Paris, and was 
afraid that he might have to make the trip during the monsoon. (A) 

(c) A later report states that he is now reconciled to staying in Kabul until 
after the monsoon. (B) 

Supply of Water to Kabul City. 

5. The Islah of the 18th February states that the Kabul Municipality are 
considering a proposal to lay a 10-inch water pipe from Paghman to Kabul. This 
would either replace, or be in addition to, the present 5-inch pipe. The cost of the 
scheme is said to be about 15,00,000 Afghani rupees, and the problem of raising 
the necessary funds is to be met by either a voluntary subscription from the 
inhabitants of Kabul, or the payment in advance of two or three years’ water tax 
by taxpayers. 

Suggested Assistance to Loyal Families. 

6. It is reported that the Council of Nobles has asked the Minister of 
Defence to provide some financial assistance to loyal families of the nobility in 
order to increase their status and iniiuence in the country. They state that little 
has been done to improve the position of these families since the days, of ex-King 
Amanullah, and they fear that with the spread of Republican tendencies amongst 
the younger generation the position in Afghanistan may be entirely changed in 
five years’ time. They consider that something must be done to improve the status 
and influence of these families. The Minister of Defence is said to have 
forwarded the request to the Prime Minister. (B) 

Habibia College. 

7. It is stated that Mr. Jamal-ud-Din Ahmad, Indian, chief instructor at 
Habibia College, is proceeding to India shortly with a view to selecting three more 
Indian teachers for the Habibia College. The salary offered is said to be 
300 Indian rupees per month. It is also reported that the Afghan Government 
are going to provide a new building for the Habibia College. (B) 

Reported Engagement of Japanese Teachers. 

8. It is reported that a Japanese professor is being engaged by the Afghan 
Government for the agricultural school, and the engagement of one for the art 
school is also said to be under consideration. (B) 

Foreign Teachers in Kabul. 

9. It is stated that there are two factions amongst the foreign teachers in 
Kabul. The first group consists of German and Indian teachers, who are in 
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favour of the adoption of English as the chief European language. The second 
group is composed of French and Turkish instructors, who iavour the teaching 
of French. The first group is said to have more influence at present. (B) 

Sikh Drivers in Kabul 'proceeding to Russia. 

10. It is reported that Ram Singh, a Hindu of the Gurdaspur District, who 

is employed in the Soviet Embassy at Kabul as a motor driver, left for Russia by 
aeroplane on the 24th February. It is also stated that Himat Singh, Sikh, wiil 
proceed to Russia in about a month’s time, and will probably go with the Soviet 
Ambassador, M. L. Stark, when he proceeds on leave (Diary No. 3 of 1935, 
paragraph 15). (B) 

King Zahir Shah’s Car Stoned. 

11. It is reported that a Hazara youth flung a stone at His Majesty’s car 
when he was motoring towards Bagrami (Map 38/F. B-3) on the 22nd February. 
The glass of the car was damaged. The youth was arrested and taken to Kabul, 
and is still in custody. It is said that the youth is mad. (B) 

Reported Ban on Despatch of Afghan Students to Russia. 

12. It is stated that, as a result of the behaviour of Afghan students who 
have been educated in Russia, and suspicions that they have been engaged in 
objectionable propaganda since their return, the Afghan Cabinet have decided 
that no Afghan students will be sent to Russia for training in future. (B) 

The Issue of a Farewell Letter by the Minister of Defence. 

13. The Minister of Defence, S. Shah Mahmud Khan, has, it is stated, 
issued a letter to all leading civil and military officials in Afghanistan. About 
2,000 copies are said to have been printed. He explains in this letter the reasons 
for his trip to Europe, and expresses the hope that Afghanistan will remain 
peaceful and prosperous during his absence. When fit again, he states that he 
will return and be ready to serve his country once more. (B) 


Commerce. 

Indian Traders in Afghanistan. 

14. The Afghan Prime Minister stated (A) that he had recently received a 
deputation of Hindu traders and had read their petition regarding their 
grievances. The petition was now with the Afghan Minister of Commerce. He 
said that the Afghan Government had with much trouble built up the trade 
monopoly system with a view to controlling exports and imports and making them 
balance each other. The Hindu traders could remain in Afghanistan and 
continue to trade, but only on the understanding that they obeyed the new trading 
regulations, tie stated that he was not prepared to make exceptions in their or 
anyone else’s favour (Diary No. 50 of 1935, paragraph 14, and Summary No. 2, 
paragraph 11). 

Japanese Trade 'with Afghanistan. 

15. Mr. S. Suzuki, of the Mitsui Trading Company, now residing in Kabul, 
is reported to be making great efforts to increase the import of Japanese goods 
into Afghanistan. He is said to be negotiating with the Afghan Government 
for the export of cotton, dried fruits, sheep and goat skins, and asbestos from 
Afghanistan, and in return for an increase in the import of Japanese goods. (B) 

He is stated to be interested in the exploitation of Afghan mineral resources, 
and to have attempted to secure orders for the supply of war material at cheap 
rates. He has not, however, so far succeeded in obtaining an order for war 
material. He has sent samples of Russian and Indian fabrics to Japan, and is 
trying to obtain from Japan similar textile materials with a view to selling them 
at cheaper rates than Russia or India, and thus dominate the Afghan market in 
these goods. 

Oil Concessions in A fghanistan. 

16. It is understood that the Anglo-Saxon Petroleum Company have 
dropped the question of attempting to secure an oil concession in Afghanistan. 
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The company’ geologists are said to have come to the conclusion that, though 
there is some chance of finding oil in Northern Afghanistan, tlieie is not the same 
prospect so far as Southern Afghanistan is concerned. Northern Afghanistan 
being remote from substantial oil markets, the company have therefore decided to 
abandon their attempts for the present. (A) 

The Burma Oil Company were said to be prepaied to participate in the 
enterprise had prospects pro\ed sufficiently hopeful (Nummary No. 1, 
paragraph 15). 


Foreion Affairs. 

Japanese Interest in Sinkiang. 

17. It is reported that the Japanese Minister in Kabul has been taking a 
keen interest in Sinkiang affairs recently. (B) 

Foreign Relations. 

Demarcation of the Afghan-Iranian Frontier. 

18. The Islah of the 17th February states that the Afghan-Iranian 
Frontier Commission is engaged in the construction of boundary pillars. It is 
stated that from the Hari Rud River to Pillar No. 1 of the Maclean Line five 
subsidiary pillars have been constructed, and from Pillar No. 1 of the Maclean 
Line up to Pillar No. 39 (i.e., up to Awal-i-Chahsurkh) subsidiary pillars have 
been completed. 

Owing to the cold weather, work was postponed for a short time, but the 
triangulation of the Fahreudclin-Altai line has been carried out. 

The commission is now said to be busy erecting Pillars No. 40 to No. 87 up 
to where the line ends in the Ahu (Gazelle) Mountain. 


The Press. 

Italian-A byssinian Conflict. 

19. The Anis of the 12th February states that an official communique was 
recently issued from the Italian Legation in Kabul which reads as follows :— 

“ A report from Moscow, dated the 3rd February, 1930, announcing a 
great Abyssiniau victory on the northern front is without foundation, as the 
lighting which occurred in Tembien on the 20th, 21st and 22ud January, 
1930, ended in a great victory for the Italian forces. It has been proved that 
the Abyssinians lost 5,000 killed during this action. The official 
communiques issued by the Italian Commander-in-chief are in every respect 
true accounts of the fighting.” 

Islam in Japan. 

20. The A nis of the 5th February publishes a translation of an article 
entitled Islam in Japan from the Japanese Asiatic Magazine. 

The article states that 32,000 Japanese have embraced Islam during the last 
three years, and more are likely to do so in the future. 

It is stated that a handsome mosque has been constructed in Tokyo for the 
use of Moslems in Japan, and that Saiyid Mian Abdul Aziz (? of Peshawar) 
performed the opening ceremony. 


Eastern Province. 

The Shinwaris. 

21. It is reported that the Afghan Government have been making strenuous 
efforts to bring the Shinwaris under control. The anti-Afghan Government 
elements in the Eastern Province, it is stated, have been trying to counteract 
Government’s efforts in this direction by spreading wild rumours. Certain 
Afridis who are dissatisfied with the present Afghan Government are also said 
to have been encouraging the Shinwaris to create trouble. (B) 

Anti-British and pro-Amanullah parties in India are also slated to be 
responsible to some extent for the dissatisfaction of the Shinwaris with the 
existing Afghan Government. The visit of the Afridi jirga in such large 
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numbers in November 1935 is also said to have had some connexion with the anti- 
Government elements in the Eastern Province, and it is stated that one of the 
objects of the visit of this jirga was to create trouble in Afghanistan. 

Khugianis. 

22. It is stated that Malik Qais Khan, Khugiani (W.W. 504), has been sent 
to Herat by the Afghan Prime Minister. He is said to have carried with him a 
“ Farmanordering the Governor of Herat to appoint him Governor of a district 
in his province. A brother of Malik Qais Khan is already serving in some official 
capacity in the Herat Province (Summary No. 7, paragraph 10). (B) 


Southern Province. 

Jajis. 

23. It is stated that the Hakim of Jaji recently sent a report to the Afghan 
War Ministry to the effect that Malik Ilyas Khan and Malik Wazir Khan, Lewani 
Jajis, often visit Parachinar, where they are treated as State guests and given 
travelling allowances. 

These maliks give out that they go to Parachinar in order to assist in the 
defence or prosecution of pending Jaji cases, but, in reality, they attend the court 
or darbar of the British Political Agent, and only interest themselves in Turi or 
Jaji cases after receiving bribes from the parties concerned. (B) 

Being maliks and holding honorary military rank, their recommendations 
carry weight. 

Malik Said Muhammad Khan, ex-Afghan Forest Officer, is also said to visit 
British officials at Parachinar. 

The Minister of Defence is said to have forwarded this report to the 
Governor of the Southern Province for enquiry. 

Muqbils and Mangals. 

24. It is reported that Ahmad Din Khan, a cousin of Sultan Muhammad 
Khan Muqbil, visited Kabul recently and stayed three days, during which time he 
had an interview with the Afghan Minister of Defence. After his departure the 
Minister of Defence is said to have received a report that he had been conveying 
messages from “ Pak.” The Hakim of Jaji was ordered to arrest Ahmad Din 
and his companions. (B) 

This action is stated to have given a fright to some of the Mangal leaders, 
such as Khan, son of Sanak Khan, and Rasulgai, who were brought to Kabul after 
the Khost incursion in 1933. 

“Pak.” 

25. It is reported that “ Pak ” is still in Madda Khel territory. 

G. M. Sher Baz Khan, an Afghan tribal intelligence agent who came to Kabul 
recently, has been ordered to return to the Tani area (Map 38/G. W-67). (B) 


North of the Hindu Kush. 

Enquiry into the A ctions of a Commissar at A ndkliui. 

26. The Afghan Government are stated to have appointed a commission to 
enquire into the actions of a commissar who was sent to Andkhui by the Afghan 
Prime Minister. (B) 

Various complaints have been made against him, and he is stated to have 
taken bribes and collected 30,000-40,000 Afghani rupees from traders when 
crossing the Russo-Afghan frontier. 


Afghan Relations with Buitish Tribes. 

Mahsuds. 

27. With reference to Diary No. 50 of 1935, paragraph 11 ( c ), it is now 
stated that the report from W. S. Musa Khan Mahsud (W.W. 462), which was 
sent by the Minister of Defence to the Afghan Foreign Office, has been returned 
to the War Ministry with a request that Musa Khan should be sent to the Foreign 
Office with a view to furnishing further details. (B) 
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The Army. 

The Purchase of Artillery. 

28. With reference to Summary No. 6, paragraph 15, the cost of the artillery 
and ammunition said to have been purchased by tne Afghan Government from 
Messrs. Skoda is reported to be £240,000. It is stated that £90,000 is to be paid 
on giving the order, £90,000 against documents and £60,000 after one year. (B) 

Construction of Divisional Headquarters at Mazar-i-Sharif , 

29. The Islah of the 18th February states that new headquarters for the 
division at Mazar-i-Sharif have been completed. They are said to be situated 
south of the residence of the General Officer Commanding and to contain sufficient 
accommodation for the offices of all departments. 


Communications. 

Receipt of a Wireless Message from Zabul, Iran. 

30. A message sent by His Majesty’s consul at Zabul, Iran, was received 
by this Legation on the 23rd February. The message-form on which this message 
was received from the Kabul Telegraph Office gave the following details : “ Office 
of origin—Zabul. Method of despatch—by wireless. Date and time of despatch 
—1100 hours on the 21st February.” (A) 

This is the first occasion on which a message has been received by this 
Legation by wireless from Zabul. It is presumed that the message was sent as 
far as Herat via the Iranian-Afghan land-line, which was recently connected up 
(Summary No. 6, paragraph 16), and then transmitted by wireless from Herat to 
Kabul. It is also possible that the wire may have been transmitted by wireless 
from Meshed to Termez and thence to Kabul. 

Repair of the Kamari Bridge. Routes S.E. 

31. The Islah of the 18th February states that the Kamari Bridge 
(Map 38/F. B-3) over the Logar River has recently been repaired by Abdul 
Karim Khan Barakzai at his own expense. Light motor traffic is now said to be 
using the bridge. 


Foreign Missions. 

Soviet. 

32. With reference to Summary No. 8, paragraph 23, M. L. Stark, the Soviet 
Ambassador in Kabul, stated (A) that he was proceeding on leave for five or six 
months at the end of March or beginning of April. 

M. Skvirsky, his successor, has been appointed. M. Skvirsky is at present 
counsellor in the Soviet Embassy at Washington. 


Individuals. 

Afghan. 

33. Mian Faruk Shah Khan, Assistant Director of Agriculture and a 
member of the Afghan hockey team, was to leave Kabul on the 26th February on 
a visit to Nowshera. (B) 

Turkish. 

34. Zafar Husain Bey (W.W. 687), ex-Indian and artillery instructor in 

the Afghan army, is proceeding to Turkey on three months’ leave shortly. His 
wife has already left for Turkey (Summary No. 7, paragraph 21). (B) 

A. S. LANCASTER, Major, 
Military A ttaclie. 
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[N 1906/107/97] No. 51. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden.—(Received April 6.) 

(No. 34. Confidential.) 

Sir, Kabul, March 14, 1936. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for information a copy of the Intelligence 
Summary of the military attach^ to this Legation, No. 10, dated the 
6th March, 1936. 

2. Paragraph 14.—The Prime Minister stated a few days ago that there 
was no truth in the report that a wool monopoly was being set up in Kandahar 
in favour of a new company. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
India and to the Government of India. 

T bnve Rr.o 

W. K. FRASER-TYTLER. 


Enclosure in No. 51. 

(Secret.) 

Intelligence Simmary No. 10 for the Week ending March 6, 1936. 


General. 

VERY welcome falls of snow have occurred during the week, and Afghan 
agriculturists are looking forward to a second year of good crops. This should 
help considerably in maintaining the present peaceful conditions in the country. 

Owing to heavy falls of snow on the higher passes, the Kabul-Kandahar 
road is closed, the Kabul-Jalalabad road is extremely difficult for motor 
transport, and many motor lorries are held up at Jagdalak and on the 
Haft Kotal. 

S. Shah Wali Khan has now been officially appointed as Acting Minister of 
Defence during the absence of his brother, S. Shah Mahmud Khan, in Europe. 

The Afghan hockey team leaves Kabul for Peshawar about the end of 
March, and, after some practice games in India, will proceed to Europe to take 
part in the Olympic Games at Berlin. 

The formation of a new trading company at Kandahar is reported. The 
authorised capital is said to be 30,00,000 Afghani rupees, of which 11,00,000 
rupees has been paid up. It is proposed to give this company a monopoly in the 
wool export trade. 

Kabul. 

2. Weather in Afghanistan. 

About 2 tt inches of snow fell in Kabul on the 28th and 29th February. 
A further fall of If inches occurred on the 2nd March. Heavier falls occurred 
in the higher-lying areas. The falls are welcomed by the Afghans, and should 
provide sufficient water for crops this summer. Agriculturists generally are 
looking forward to a good year, though the snowfall so far falls short of last 
year. (A) 


3. Road Conditions in A fghanistan. 

(a) The Kabul-Ghazni road has been blocked as a result of heavy snowfalls 
on the 29th February and the 2nd March. The road was closed on the 1st March 
and had not been opened bv the 5th March. (A) 

(b) The Kabul-Jalalabad road gave some difficulty to motor traffic on the 
29th February and the 1st March. Some Afghan lorries are still (the 5th March) 
held up on the Haft Kotal and at Jagdalak, and a number of accidents have 
occurred. A petrol lorry of the Ashami Company slipped off the road on the 
Haft Kotal and overturned. (A) 

The Legation mail lorry, however, completed the journey Peshawar-Kabul 
on the 4th and 5th March, and arrived in Kabul only three hours after 
scheduled time. 

It is reported that a snow plough drawn by a Diesel tractor is now at work 
on the Haft Kotal. 
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4. Birth of a Son to S. Shah Mahmud Khan. 

The wife of S. Shah Mahmud Khan (W.W. 414) gave birth to another son 
on the 28t.h February. (A) 

5. S. Shah Wali Khan appointed Officiating Minister of Defence. 

The Islah of the 28th February announces the appointment of S. Shah Wali 
Khan (W.W. 585) as Officiating Minister of Defence during the absence in 
Europe of S. Shah Mahmud Khan (W.W. 414). King Zahir Shah, in issuing 
the order authorising the appointment, paid a tribute to the services of S. Shah 
Mahmud Khan. 

6. Id-uz-Zuha. 

(а) The Id was celebrated in the normal way, and there is nothing unusual 
to report in this connexion except that King Zahir Shah ordered the release of 
some thirty unimportant short-sentence prisoners. (B) 

(б) The Diplomatic Corps in Kabul waited on His Majesty King Zahir Shah 
on the 4th March to tender their Id congratulations. (A) 

7. Release of Political Prisoners. 

It is stated that King Zahir Shah wished to release a large number of 
political prisoners about five months ago, but that the Prime Minister had 
objected. 

It is said that S. Shah Wali Khan has again pressed the Prime Minister for 
the release of these prisoners, but he refused to let them out, and the refusal is 
stated to have given rise to a little ill-feeling between the two brothers. (C) 

8. Arrival of a Treasure Convoy in Kabul. 

A convoy consisting of fifty-two camel loads of what was believed to be 
treasure arrived in Kabul from the north on the 2nd March. The loads consisted 
of square locked wooden boxes of a uniform type. Some camels carried two and 
a few four boxes. A mounted armed guard accompanied the convoy. (B) 

9. Visit of the Afghan Hockey Team to Europe. 

The Afghan hockey team is said to be leaving Kabul for Peshawar on the 
28th March. After staying in India for about a month for practice games, the 
team will proceed to Europe, having obtained fixtures in several European 
countries. The team will also attend the Olympic Games at Berlin. (B) 

Mian Faruk Shah Khan, Indian, Assistant Director of Agriculture, who 
changed his nationality to that of an Afghan, is not to proceed with the team, 
though he is making every effort to obtain permission to do so. 

The Afghan Cabinet have sanctioned the sum of £2,000 for the expenses of 
the team. 


Finance. 

10. The Issue of Currency Notes. 

It is reported that an issue of notes of the denomination of 100 Afghan 
rupees will be made shortly. No information is available yet as to the number oP 
notes of the denomination of 50 Afghani rupees issued so far (Summary No. 6, 
paragraph 10). (B) 

11. Exchange Rates. 

(а) Herr F. Ebner, a German merchant, recently stated that the exchange 
rate for Afghani rupees would fall, and that the Afghan Government were only 
keeping the exchange rate up by— (C) 

(i) Refusing to sell Indian rupees in Afghanistan. 

(ii) Forbidding the importation of Afghani rupees into Afghanistan. 

(б) Herr Ebner said that with the present price of silver 100 Afghani 
rupees are only worth 20 Indian rupees, whereas the present exchange value is 
27-8-0 Indian rupees, and that in a country like Afghanistan, with no external 
credits, the exchange rate of the currency must eventually approximate to its 
intrinsic value. (B) 
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12. The Afghan National Bank. 

It is stated that Adbul Majid Khan (W.W. 72a), managing director of the 
Afghan National Bank, was very much impressed by the balance sheets of British 
banks published in the newspaper recently. (B) 

He asked the German employees of the bank if they could produce a similar 
balance sheet for publication; they replied that it would take a long time, 
especially as the bank accounts were kept in a form unintelligible to them, and 
would mean examining the books from the time the bank started business. The 
Germans eventually dissuaded him from going on with his proposal. (B) 

13. Forged A fghan Notes. 

A rumour states that some forged 5-Afghani-rupee notes were recently 
discovered in Kabul. They are said to have no watermark, and to have been 
manufactured in Tirah and brought to Kabul. (C) 

Trade. 

14. Formation of a New Trading Company at Kandahar. 

(a) An official of the Afghan Ministry of Trade is said to have stated that 
a new company is to be formed at Kandahar. The authorised capital will be 
30,00,000 Afghani rupees, of which 11,00,000 Afghani rupees has been paid up 
The Ashami Company is not a shareholder, but Abdul Majid Khan (W.W. 72a). 
the managing director of the Ashami Company, has a financial interest in this 
company. It is proposed to give this company a monopoly in the export of wool 
and in the export and import of other articles. The Provincial Government at 
Kandahar has approved of the formation of this company, and the proposal has 
been submitted to the Afghan Cabinet for sanction. (B) 

(b) Herr F. Fbner, a German merchant, stated (A) that if the above company 
obtained a monopoly in wool, the wool would all go to Russia as it would be 
more advantageous for the company to sell the wool to Russia than to Indian 
traders. This, he said, would seriously affect Indian traders in Baluchistan 
who are interested in the Afghan wool trade. 

He also stated that Mr. Roberson-Taylor, who has a contract for the supph 
of clothing to the Afghan Ministry of Defence, would be affected. Mr. Roberson- 
Taylor has already been paid half the amount due on his contract. 

He had permission to buy 1,000 tons of Afghan wool, but so far had only 
purchased 100 tons. The new clip from the warmer parts of the province was 
just coming in, and he wished to purchase the remaining 900 tons of wool. 

If the new company is given a monopoly in wool it will only be possible to 
purchase the wool required from the new company, and unreasonably high prices 
may be demanded (Diary No. 32 of 1935, paragraph 9). 

15. The Ashami Company and Payment of Income Tax Abroad. 

It is stated that enemies of the Ashami Company are jubilant, as they have 
heard that the company’s London branch is being asked to pay the equivalent of 
22,00,000 Indian rupees on account of income tax. Afghan Government officials, 
however, state that this cannot be true, as the business has been transacted through 
their trade agent and not through the company’s office. (C) 

16. The Wool Clip of Migratory Tribes. 

The Afghan tribes who migrate to India for the winter and normally clip 
their wool in the spring after they return to Afghanistan, may, it is stated, clip 
and sell their wool in India before they return. The reason for this is said 
to be the probable enforcement of a wool monopoly law. (B) 

17. Price of Wool in Kandahar. 

Herr F. Ebner, a German merchant, recently stated (A) that he had been 
buying wool for Mr. Roberson-Taylor in the open market at Kandahar at the 
rate of 5 Afghani rupees per Kandahari man (9 pounds). 

18. Chitral Timber Trade. 

It is reported that the reason for the refusal of the Afghan Government 
to allow Chitral timber to pass down the Kunar and Kabul Rivers is that they 
anticipate trouble with the Mohmands should sanction be given. (B) 
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19. The A sham,i Company and Japanese Trade. 

It is stated that the Ashami Company is making every effort to oust Japanese 
goods from the Afghan markets, and have sent samples of Japanese articles to 
Russia to be copied. The reason for this action is said to be that Japan purchases 
very little from Afghanistan. (B) 

20. The Ashami Company. 

A recent report states that S. Shah Wali Khan (W.W. 585) objected to the 
activities of the Ashami Company in securing for itself a monopoly in the trade 
of the country. The Afghan Prime Minister is said to have refused to listen to 
his complaints. (C) 

21. The Ashami Company and Contract with Tirah Sikhs. 

It is reported that Jaimal Singh and Co., Tirah Sikhs, who had a 
contract with the Ashami Company for the transport of sugar from Mazar-i- 
Sharif to Kabul, have informed the company that they will not accept a contract 
for the ensuing year 1936-37 as they have lost money on the transaction. (B) 
They are, however, running a motor parts shop in Kabul in partnership with 
the Ashami Company and have renewed their contract for a further two years 
for this part of their business. 

Trade Personalities. 

22. The Managing Director of the Afghan 'National Bank. 

It is reported that the Russian wife of Aziz-ul-Rahman (W.W. 221), a 
director in the Ministry of education has become very attached to Abdul Majid 
Khan (W.W. 72a), the managing director of the Afghan National Bank and the 
Ashami Company. (B) 

This lady is said to be clever, good-looking and of doubtful morals. She 
wears a Kabuli burqa, and it is stated that she frequently visits Abdul Majid. 

The Southern Province. 

23. Arrest of Prominent Persons. 

The Governor of the Southern Province is still reported to be on tour in 
Khost, and during his tour is said to have arrested the following important 
persons:— 

(a) Abdullah Jan, son of Mir Qasam Khan Sabri of Khost. 

(b) Akhtar Khan Muqbil of Nargazi. 

(c) Aslam Khan Mangal of Mangiar. 

It is also stated that for some unknown reason Abdullah Jan ((a) above), was 
executed by the Governor of the Southern Province. (B) 

The Army. 

24. Tenders for Khaki Cloth. 

The Islah of the 28th February sates that the Shirkat-i-Ummed has tendered 
for the supply of 269,422 yards of khaki cotton-cloth to the Ministry of Defence 
at a price of 1^ Afghani rupees per yard. 

Anyone desirous of submitting a lower tender for the supply of this cloth 
should apply to the Equipment Department of the Ministry of Defence before 
the 12th March, 1936. 

25. The Officiating Minister of Defence , S. Shah Wali Khan. 

(a) On the 29th February S. Shah Wali Khan (W.W. 585), Officiating 
Minister of Defence, visited the War Ministry for the first time since he returned 
from France. He was met by all officers of and above the rank of Firqa Mashar 
in Kabul, and by the directors of the various branches of the War Ministry. 
A military band was in attendance, and tea was served. 

In the course of a speech S. Shah Wali Khan said : “I have been appointed 
to act for my brother during his absence, and I hope to continue the excellent 
work that he has been carrying out. We are a military family and my brothers 
and I have all served in the army and take a keen interest in military affairs. 
I expect you to regard me as a brother in arms.” (B) 
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(b) On the 2nd February the Officiating Minister of Defence attended a 
Cabinet meeting, and took with him F. M. Ahmad Ali Khan (W.W. 141) 
Adjutant-General. It is stated that this officer has not attended a Cabinet 
meeting before in his official capacity. (B) 


Communications. 

26. The Kandahar-Farnh-Herat Postal Service. 

The I sink of the 26th February states that new postal motors ordered by the 
Afghan Ministry of Posts and Telegraphs for the Kandahar-Farah-Herat service 
recently arrived in Kandahar. 

The motor postal service carries both mails and passengers, and it is stated 
that the Herat mail now takes only seventy-two hours for the journey Herat- 
Kandahar. Formerly the Farah mail used to reach Kandahar in ten days, and 
the Herat mail in fifteen days. 

27. Farming Out of Newly Constructed Bridges in the Logar. 

The I slab, of the 26th February announces that the Pul-i-Kandnhnri, Pul-i- 
A lam and Pv.l-i-Sh ailcha bad. small bridges leading to villages over the Logar 
River, were given out on contract for 22,390 Afghani rupees for the year 1314 
(1935-36). It is stated that Abdul Qahar Khan of Muhammad Agha (Map 38/F. 
A-4) has offered 26,000 rupees for these three bridges for the year 1315 (1936-37). 
Anyone desirous of increasing the bid for the contract should make an application 
to the Governor of Logar within twenty days. 

28. Opening of the Farah Rud Bridge. Routes S.1F. 

The I slab of the 26th February announces that the construction of the bridge 
over the Farah Rud River has been completed and the bridge opened to traffic. 


Individuals. 

29. .1 fghan. 

Saiyid Muhammad, late or the Star Club at the Afghan Foreign Office and 
a brother of Saiyid Abdullah (W.W. 60) and Saiyid Qasim (W.W. 548), is 
proceeding to India shortly. He is at present unemployed and has purchased a 
lorry which plies on hire between Kabul and Peshawar. (B) 

30. British. 

Captain S. J. Lorstz, 4/13th F.F. Rifles, and employed as Assistant Director, 
Intelligence, in the office of the Deputy Director, Intelligence, Peshawar, arrived 
in Kabul on the 5th March and is staying in the Legation. 

31. Italian. 

M. A. Rosnardi, a master armourer employed by the Afghan Ministry of 
Defence, is said to be leaving Kabul for Italy in April 1936 on the expiry of his 
contract, and will not return to Afghanistan. (B) 

32. Turkish. 

It is reported that a Turk, named A. K. Baydar, a mechanical engineer in 
the employ of the Afghan Government, recently set fire to the motor car of 
Omer Shevket, a professor of chemistry employed by the Afghan Govern¬ 
ment. (B) 

The reason for this action is said to be that the divorced daughter of Omer 
Shevket refused to dance with Baydar at the Russian Embassy on the 
15th February. 

Baydar was arrested and imprisoned by the Afghan authorities, and is to 
be expelled from Afghanistan (Diary No. 41 of 1935, paragraph 27). 

A. S. LANCASTER, Major, 

Military Attache. 


Kabul , March 6. 1936. 




161 


[N 2063/107/97] No. 52. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden.—(Received April 14.) 

(No. 37. Confidential.) 

Sir, Kabul, March 20, 1936. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for information a copy of the Intelligence 
Summary of the military attache to this Legation, No. 11, dated the 
13th March, 1936. 

2. I have no comments to make. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

(For the Minister). 

W. R. HAY. 


(Secret.) 


Enclosure in No. 52. 


Intelligence Summary No. 11 for the Week ending March 13, 1936. 


General. 

THE existence of an anti-Government party in Kabul with Republican 
views is reported. It is, however, stated that this party is not in favour of any 
further extension of Russian influence in Afghanistan. 

Several very prominent officials are mentioned as being connected with this 
party. Details are given in paragraph 2 of this summary. 

The Afghan Prime Minister told His Majesty’s Minister during the week 
that there is no truth in the report that a monopoly in the export of wool from 
Kandahar is to be given to the new trading company now in process of formation 
at Kandahar. 

It is reported that the Governor of the Southern Province was able to collect 
some Government rifles from the Khostwals during his recent tour in Khost. 
Recent weather conditions are said to have prevented the Mangals, Zadrans and 
other tribes of the Southern Province from meeting to discuss this development. 

It is stated that the Ministry of Defence are considering a proposal for 
increasing the pay of officers and other ranks with effect from the Afghan New 
Year (the 21st March, 1936). The increase for officers is said to be 15 per cent, 
to 25 per cent., and the pay of the soldier is to be increased by 20 per cent, 
approximately in order to bring his pay to 30 Afghani rupees per mensem. 

There is no doubt that an increase in the pay of the army is long overdue, ‘ 
and, should the proposal be put into effect, conditions of service for both officers 
and other ranks will be much improved, though it can hardly be said that they 
will be attractive. 

2. Soviet Propaganda. Kabul. 

It is reported that there is an anti-Afghan Government party in Kabul, 
which, while holding Republican views as a result of Soviet propaganda, does not 
wish to see an extension of Russian influence in Afghanistan. (B) 

The reason for this is said to be that Russian policy involves interference in 
religious matters, while that of the British aims at a strong independent 
Afghanistan as a buffer State between India and Russia, and no interference 
with religion. 

Some Soviet agents are now stated to be working their propaganda on the 
following lines:— 

(a) That the last revolution in Afghanistan, and the loss of lives and 

property, was the result of British propaganda. 

( b ) That the execution of important persons in Afghanistan, such as the 

Charkhi family, was due to British influence with the existing 
Afghan Government. 

( c ) That the present policy and strong measures taken to control the country 

by the present Afghan Government is the result of British assistance 
and support. 

[14927] M 




162 


The object of this propaganda is said to be to foment dissatisfaction with 
the existing Afghan Government and the British Government. 

Supporters of this form of propaganda are said to be— 

Abdur Rashid Khan (W.W. 106), Muin in the Afghan Home Ministry. 
Abdul Majid Khan (W.W. 72a), managing director of the Afghan 
National Bank. 

A director of accounts in the Ashami Company (name not known). 

The Afghan Trade Minister, Mirza Muhammad Khan (W.W. 450). 
Ghulam Mujtaba Khan (W.W. 296), Muin in the Revenue Ministry. 
Hafizullah Khan, member of the Literary Society. 

Muhammad Ayub Khan (W.W. 211), ex-Minister of Finance. 

Anti-British elements in India and the pro-Amanullah party are said to be 
contributing their share in the above propaganda. 

3. Appointments in the Afghan Ministry for Foreign Affairs. 

Abdul Hakim Khan, acting mudir (director) of the Western Section, and 
Mir Muhammad Siddiq Khan, acting mudir (director) of the Visa Section of the 
Afghan Foreign Office, have both been confirmed as mudirs in their respective 
appointments. (A) 

4. The Wife of S. Shah Wali Khan. 

It is reported that the wife of S. Shah Wali Khan (W.W. 585), who is a 
sister of ex-King Amanullah, does not wish to return to Kabul while the present 
Afghan Prime Minister is alive. The reason for this decision is stated to be 
that the Prime Minister made some objectionable remarks concerning her and 
her late father on his arrival in Kabul after the 1929 revolution. (B) 

5. Educational Wireless Sets. 

It is understood that the Afghan Government are considering the purchase 
of ten small broadcasting sets for educational purposes. Messrs. Marconi and 
Telefunken are said to be competing for the order. It is estimated that at least 
a year will elapse before the sets are installed. (B) 

6. Proposal to create a Minister for the Municipality of Kabul. 

It is reported that there is a proposal to create a Minister for the 
Municipality of Kabul. The present Riyasat-i-Baladiya to become the 
Wazarat-i-Baladiya. The name of F.M. Ahmad Ali Khan (W.W. 141), 
Adjutant-General, is mentioned as likely to become the first Minister or Lord 
Mayor of the Kabul Municipality. (B) 

7. Relations between Afghan Officials. 

It is reported that relations between F.M. S. Asadullah Khan (W.W. 199), 
G.O.C. Guards Division, and S. Ahmad Shah Khan (W.W. 149), the Afghan 
Court Minister, are rather strained. The cause is stated to be the refusal of 
F.M. S. Asadullah Khan to provide a guard for the Court Minister when he goes 
out for a drive in his motor car. (B) 

8. Fracas between the Police and the Military at Deh Mozang. 

On the 6th March a fracas between the police and the Kandahari sowars of 
the Guards Cavalry occurred at Deh Mozang (Map 38/F. A-2). It appears that 
a Shiah festival was in progress and the police raided some shops in which 
gambling was going on and the Shiah Kandahari soldiers supported the 
shopkeepers. The arrival of some officers put a stop to the quarrel and prevented 
any more serious developments. (B) 

9. Complaints against the Kabul Police. 

Several complaints against the Kabul police have been heard recently, and 
it is stated that the police themselves commit most of the thefts in the town, and 
that last week some of them entered the house of an official in the Court Ministry 
and deprived the female inmates of some property. The Court Minister is said 
to have made his own enquiries and forwarded the case to the Prime 
Minister. (B) 


¥ 
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Trade. 


10. A fghan-German Trade Credit. 

A German merchant in Kabul recently stated that the Afghan Government 
have not as yet made any purchases against the credit of 6 million marks obtained 
from Germany. 

This credit, he said, was granted by Messrs. Siemens and not by the German 
Government, though it had the approval of the latter. 

It had been arranged that the Afghan Minister of Defence should make 
purchases of machinery against the credit while he was in Germany, but the 
Afghan Prime Minister is said to have interfered, and it has now been arranged 
that nothing is to be done until Abdul Majid Khan (W.W. 72a), managing 
director of the Afghan National Bank, arrives in Germany (Diary No. 26 of 
1935, paragraph 7, Diary No. 27 of 1935, paragraph 8, and Summary No. 5, 
paragraph 5). (B) 

11. Russian-Afghan Trade Agreement. 

(а) With reference to Summary No. 6, paragraph 5 ( b ), the Afghan Prime 
Minister informed His Majesty’s Minister a few days ago that the trade agree¬ 
ment had not yet been signed, as there had been a hitch in the negotiations at 
Mazar-i-Sharif. The draft agreement was now with him for scrutiny. (A) 

(б) A report received from a Kabul merchant states that the trade agreement 
between the Ashami Company and the Soov Afghan Turak may not have been 
signed yet, but that he understood that Ashami Company was to supply the 
following to the Soov Afghan Turak over a period of three years (Summary No. 6, 
paragraph 5 (a) (v )):— 

(i) 45,000 tons of wool. 

(ii) 14,000 tons of cotton. 

(iii) 40,000 kilog. of opium. 

The supply arrangements are regional, i.e., separate quotas for the various 
provinces. It is stated that no quota has been fixed for Kandahar, but there is 
a clause in the contract that, if wool is supplied from Kandahar, the Russians will 
supply 1,000 tons of sugar and possibly petrol in exchange. <B) 

The Ashami Company is said to have agreed to give the Russian Company a 
loan of 50,00,000 Afghani rupees to enable them to make purchases in 
Afghanistan, and in return the Russian Company is to give the Ashami Company 
a loan of £200,000. 

12. Supply of Sheep from Northern Afghanistan to Kabul. 

In discussing trade in Northern Afghanistan, the Afghan Prime Minister 
recently stated (A) that the Afghan Government had an agreement with farmers 
in the Northern Province whereby they brought 70,000 sheep to Kabul each year 
for sale as mutton. The farmer usually took back goods of various kinds in 
exchange, and very little money changed hands. 

13. Supply of Wool to Germany. 

It is reported that the Afghan Government have informed the German 
Minister in Kabul that they cannot spare more than 800 tons of wool for sale to 
Germany. (B) 

14. Wool Monopoly in Kandahar. 

With reference to the report in Summary No. 10, paragraph 14, that a new 
trading company in Kandahar was to be given a monopoly in the export of wool, 
the Afghan Prime Minister told His Majesty’s Minister a few days ago that 
there was no truth in the report, though there had been rumours to the effect that 
it was proposed to grant such a monopoly. (A) 

15. Petrol. 

With reference to the negotiations between the Afghan Government and'the 
Burma-Shell Oil Company for the revision of the contract for the supply of petrol 
to the Afghan Petrol Company, reported in Diary No. 50 of 1935, paragraph 16, 
and Diary No. 48 of 1935, paragraph 15, it is now stated that, as a result of Haji 
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j Ghulam Haider Khan’s visit to Karachi, the Afghan Petrol Company has signed 

a new contract for the supply of petrol. (A) 

The Burma-Shell Company, however, found that an important clause in the 
|! new contract had been altered without their knowledge or approval, and the 

contract has been returned to the petrol company, with the request that the 
contract be left in its original form. 

Eastern Province. 

16. Reception of the Minister of Defence. 

(ta) It is reported that the reception accorded to the Minister of Defence, 
S. Shah Mahmud Khan (W.W. 414), when he passed through the province for his 
trip to Europe wns very lukewarm, and that none of the important tribal leaders 
went to Jalalabad to see him. (B) 

f b) S. Shah Mahmud Khan is said to have called on the Naqib Sahib 
(W.W. 546) at Charbagh during his stay at Jalalabad, and expressed his sympathy 
and condolences to the Naqib Sahib on the death of his daughter. (B) 

Southern Province. 

17. Governor of the Southern Province returns to Gardez. 

F.M. Muhammad Afzal Khan (W.W. 138), Governor of the Southern 
Province, is said to have completed his tour in Khost, and returned to Gardez on 
the 2nd March. It is reported that he brought back with him to Gardez 
representatives of the Mangals and Sabris. (B) 

18. Collection of Arms in the Southern Province . 

The Governor of the Southern Province is stated to have collected some 
Government rifles during his tour in Khost. These rifles are said to have been 
issued to the Khostwals from Matun fort during the revolution. The collection 
of these rifles is said to have alarmed the Mangals, Zadrans, and other tribes of 
the Southern Province, but the recent heavy snowfall has prevented these tribes 
meeting to discuss the matter. (B) 

19. Suggested Changes of Appointments in the Southern Province. 

It is reported that the Governor of the Southern Province has recommended 
that the following changes take place :— 

(a) The Hakim of Jaji to change places with the Hakim of Khost. 

(b) G.M. Muhammad Hussain Khan (of Surkhab, and a brother of 

F.M. Abdul Ghani Khan), now at Matun, be appointed to Ali Khel in 
place of G.M. Fateh Khan. (B) 

20. Muqbils. 

The Governor of the Southern Province is stated to have recommended the 
release of Sahib Dili and Ahmad Din Muqbils, who were arrested in connexion 
with the murder of Zamin Khan Muqbil or the Kurram Valley (Summary No. 5, 
paragraph 16). (B) 

The Army. 

21. War Ministry Clothing Contract. 

It is stated that the contract of Mr. Roberson-Taylor for the supply of 
clothing to the War Ministry involves a payment of 10,00,000 Afghani rupees. 
The War Ministry have already paid Mr. Roberson-Taylor 6,00,000 Afghani 
rupees, but out of this a sum of 4,00,000 rupees has been deposited with a local 
banker as security for the fulfilment of the contract. There was no condition 
in the contract for the deposit of this security, but Mr. Roberson-Taylor agreed 
to furnish it (Diary No. 32 of 1935, paragraph 9, and Summary No. 10, 

< paragraph 14 ( b )). (B) 

22. Changes in Appointments. 

In connexion with the report in paragraph 6 of this summary, that 
F.M. Ahmad Ali Khan (W.W. 141), Adjutant-General, is to become the first 
Minister for Kabul Municipality; the same source states that F.M. S. Daud Khan 
(W.W. 239 a) will be appointed Adjutant-General. (B). 
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23. The Pay of Officers and Men of the A fghan Army. 

According to a recent report, several changes are expected to take place in 
the Ministry of Defence and the Afghan army in the now year, which begins on 
the 21st March, 1936. Amongst these changes is a proposal to increase the pay of 
officers and other ranks of the Afghan army. (B) 

The proposed increase in the case of officers is said to be from 15 per cent, to 
25 per cent, over present rates, and in the case of the soldier it is proposed to 
increase his pay to 30 Afghani rupees per mensem (approximately 8-10-0 Indian 
rupees). 

Communications. 

24. Road Conditions in Afghanistan. 

(a) Kabul-Jalalabad. —This route is still difficult owing to melting snow. 

The road is wet and greasy, but is open to traffic (Summary No. 10, para¬ 
graph 3). (A) 

(b) Kabul-Gliazni. —Snow-ploughs have been working on the road during the 
week, and it was hoped that the road would be open on the 13th March. (B) " 

(c) Kabul-Mazar-i-Sharif. —The Afghan Prime Minister recently stated (A) 
that the North Road was closed as a result of the heavy snowfalls on the 
29th February and the 2nd March, and that, so far as he knew, the road would 
not be open for through traffic until about the end of the month. 


Individuals. 

25. Afghan. 

(a) F.M. Nur Ahmad Khan, on the Reserve List of the Ministry of Defence, 
is proceeding to Peshawar on the 12th March for medical treatment. (B) 

He will stay with the Afghan Trade Agent in Peshawar for about a month. 

(b) K.M. Muhammad Akbar Khan, an instructor in the Afghan police, is 
proceeding to India, via Peshawar, for a twenty days’ pleasure trip on or about 
the 12th March. (B) 

26. British. 

(a) Lieutenant-Colonel G. A. R. Spain, 1st battalion, 5th Mahratta Light 
Infantry, accompanied by his wife and daughter, arrived in Kabul on the 
10th March, 1936, and after staying two days in this Legation, left for Peshawai 
on the 13th March, 1936. 

(b) Captain S. J. Loretz, 4th/13th F.F. Rifles, and Assistant Director 
Intelligence, Peshawar, left Kabul for Peshawar on the 11th March, 1936 
(Summary No. 10, paragraph 30). 

A. S. LANCASTER, Major, 
Military A ttache. 

Kabul, March 13, 1936. 


[N 2151/107/97] No. 53. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden.—{Received April 20.) 

(No. 41. Confidential.) 

Sir, Kabid, March 27, 1936. 

' I HAVE the honour to transmit for information a copy of the Intelligence 
Summary of the military attache to this Legation, No. 12, dated the 20th March, 
1936. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State 
for India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

(For the Minister), 

W. R. HAY. 


M 3 
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Enclosure in No. 53. 

(Secret.) 

Intelligence Summary No. 12 for the Week ending March 20, 1936. 

General. 

ROAD conditions in Afghanistan are improving rapidly as a result of fine 
weather and high winds. 

A message from Rome indicates that ex-King Amanullah is making no 
preparations to go on pilgrimage to Mecca this year. 

The Afghan Government are considering proposals for the control of motor 
traffic between Afghanistan and India. Details of a statement made by the 
Afghan Prime Minister are given in paragraph 8 of this summary. 

The Islah of the 16th March announces the arrival of the Afghan Foreign 
Minister in Moscow. 

The Afghan Prime Minister has given Badshah Gul (W.W. 224) permission 
to proceed to his home on condition that he returns to Kabul with his family if 
possible when asked to do so. 

It is reported that “ Pale ” visited the Southern Province while the Governor 
of the Province was on tour in Khost, and stayed with the family of Sahib Din 
Muqbil. He has now returned to Waziristan. 

It is stated that the Afghan Government have approved of a recommendation 
by F. M. Abdul Ghafur Khan, Chief of Staff, to equip and rearm one division 
of the Kabul Army Corps on modern lines. The division is to be provided with 
tanks and new machine guns. No further details are available, and it is not 
known whether the division is to be mechanised. 

If the experiment proves a success, and funds are available, the new 
organisation is to be extended gradually to other divisions of the Afghan army. 

A saving on the army budget for the year 1314 (1935-36) ending on the 
2i»l March, 1936, is reported. It is considered that the surplus consists largely 
of funds set aside for the purchase of small arms, s.a.a., and other war material, 
and not yet expended 

Kabul. 

2. Ex-King Amanullah. 

A message received from Rome states that no preparations appear to have 
been made by ex-King Amanullah to proceed on pilgrimage this year. (A) 

3. S. Daud Khan. 

Various appointments have been mentioned as likely to be fulfilled by 
S. Daud Khan (W.W. 239a). He was to be appointed as Assistant Minister 
of Defence, but it is now reported that S. Shah Wali Khan (W.W. 585), Acting 
Minister of Defence, is not in favour of the proposal. Daud Khan was then 
considered for the appointment of Adjutant-General and Minister of Public 
Security. The latest report states that he will return to Kandahar as Governor 
in place of F. M. S. Ali Shah Khan (W.W. 180), who is officiating as Governor 
of the Province in his absence. (B) 

4. Formation of a G overnment Stores Department. 

The Afghan Cabinet are stated to have sanctioned the formation of a 
Government Stores Purchasing Department (Summary No. 3, paragraph 9). 

This department is to take over from the Ashami Company the responsibility 
for the purchase and issue of all stores required by the various Government 
Departments. (B) 

Abdur Rasul Khan of the Ministry of Posts and Telegraphs, and formerly 
Afghan Trade Agent at Peshawar, is to be the first director of the new 
department. 

5. A nti-Government Propaganda. 

It is reported that two men, Abdullah and Muhammad Mulla of Baba 
Kushkar Koh-i-Daman (Map 38/F, A-2), have been carrying out anti-Afghan 
Government propaganda in the vicinity of Jabal-us-Siraj (Map 38/E, G-21) and 
Charikar (Map 38/E, G-10). (B) 
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6. Mahmud Jan (W.W. 415). 

It is stated that Mahmud Jan (W.W. 415), at one time aide-de-camp to 
ex-King Amanullah,_ has been arrested for the murder of his son. The reason 
for the murder is said to be that the son found that his father had been having 
illicit relations with his wife, and the father then murdered him. (B) 

Mahmud Jan is suspected of being a member of the pro-Amanullah party, 
and both father and son were under surveillance in their home by the Afghan 
Government at the time of the murder. 

7. Political Prisoners. 

The relatives of various political prisoners who have been in prison a long 
time are stated to have petitioned S. Shah Wali Khan (W.W. 585) for their 
release. No answer has, however, been given yet. (B) 

8. Control of Motor Traffic between Afghanistan and India. 

On the 7th March the Afghan Prime Minister stated (A) that his Govern¬ 
ment were considering the problem of the control of motor traffic between India 
and Afghanistan. One proposal was that lorry traffic between Afghanistan and 
India should stop on the frontier, and that Indian-owned motors should not ply 
in Afghanistan or Afghan-owned motors in India. 

Delay at Torkham would be inevitable, but the Afghan Government would 
press for an agreement with the Indian Government on the grounds that (a) each 
country should be free to develop its own transport and traffic, and ( b) the 
U.S.S.R. would undoubtedly ask for reciprocity on the Herat line if Indian- 
owned lorries were permitted to ply for hire indefinitely in Afghanistan. 

Foreign Relations. 

9. Afghan Foreign Minister in Moscow. 

The Islah of the 16th March states that the Afghan Foreign Minister, Faiz 
Muhammad Khan, was met at Warsaw by the Afghan Ambassador at Moscow, 
and that they have both now arrived in Moscow. 

Afghan Relations with British Tribes. 

10. Badshah Gul. 

(a) The Afghan Prime Minister on the 7th March stated (A) that he would 
allow Badshah Gul (W.W. 224) to return to his home now, and not wait until the 
Afghan Foreign Minister returned from his European tour. 

Badshah Gul had promised him that he would return to Kabul with his 
family, if possible, when sent for. The Prime Minister did not, however, think 
that the Haji of Turangzai would let the family come to Kabul. 

(b) It is not yet known whether Badshah Gul has left Kabul for his home 
or not. 

Finance. 

11. Issue of 20 -Afghani Rupee Notes. 

It is reported that the Afghan National Bank have issued notes of the 
denomination 20 Afghani rupees during the week. No details of the number 
issued are available. (B) 

Trade. 

12. Ashami Company and Contract with Tirah Sikhs. 

With reference to Summary No. 10, paragraph 21, it is now reported that 
the Ashami Company has collected all lorries and motor cars which were working 
with Jaimal Singh and Co., under the terms of the contract which has just 
expired. (B) 

It is stated that the motor lorries and cars will be divided between the 
Ashami Company and Jaimal Singh and Co., and that they will run separate 
businesses in future. 
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Southern Province. 

19. Visit of the Governor to Kabul. 

It is reported that F.M. Muhammad Afzal Khan (W.W. 138), Governor of 
the Southern Province, arrived in Kabul by car on the 24th March and had an 
interview with the Acting Minister of Defence. (B) 

20. Request for the Transfer of the Governor. 

Leading people of the Southern Province who reside in Kabul are said to 
have decided to ask the Prime Minister to arrange for the transfer of the 
Governor F.M. Muhammad Afzal Khan from the Southern Province. (B) 

21. jR eport by the Governor of the Southern Province. 

It is stated that the Governor of the Southern Province has made the 
following reports to the Afghan Government:— 

(a) That Mulla Hamim-ud-din of Khost and Waziristan is very friendly 

with the Political Agent, North Waziristan, and has been given land 
near Razmak. 

(b) That a Madda Khel Wazir named Danan Gul, son of Kaipat Gul, is in 

possession of one of the seals of ex-King Amanullah, which he 
obtained when the Arq in Kabul was looted in 1929. 

Spare “ farman ” forms are also in his possession, and these are 
used in conjunction with the seal to deceive the tribesmen. 

( c ) That the British authorities in the Kurram are making a list of men 

who reside in the villages of Peiwar. Kharlachi, Lalmi, &c., in the 
Kurram, and are able to use rifles. (B) 

22. Ihzaria School Students from the Southern Province. 

Some students of the Ihzaria School in Kabul have arrived from Jaji and 
Gardez for the summer term. No students from Khost have arrived yet. (B) 

Kandahar Province. 

23. Railway: Chaman-Kandahar. 

His Majesty’s consul, Kandahar, reports that Civil Firqa Mishar Fazl 
Muhammad Nurzai and ten elders of Kandahar were interviewed by the Governor 
with a view to ascertaining their ideas regarding a proposal to construct a railway 
line between Chaman and Kandahar. They are said to have been against the 
proposal on the grounds that it would be constructed by foreign capital, and could 
not guarantee its safety. (A) 


Herat Province. 

24. Changes of Appointments. 

G. M. Muhammad Ismail Khan, Commissar at Islam Qila (Map 29/F. A-2), 
is reported to have been transferred to Kara Tapa as Commissar (Map 39/ 
I. B-4), and K. M. Khuda Bakhsh Khan (W.W. 401) to have been appointed 
Commissar at Islam Qila. (B) 


The Army. 

25. German Instructors. 

It is reported that Captain J. H. Schmid, instructor in the senior officers’ 
school, gave a beating to a soldier in one of the streets of Kabul City on the 
evening of the 22nd March. A crowd gathered, and Captain Schmid was taken 
to the Kotwali. Captain Schmid is stated to have been under the influence of 
drink. (B) 

26. •The Acting Minister of Defence . 

It is stated that the Acting Minister of Defence, S. Shah Wali Khan 
(W.W. 585) is rather slow in dealing with the various problems which are put up 
to him for decision. He is said to rely on his subordinates, and to have a tendency 
to defer decisions on important matters until the return of his brother, S. Shah 
Mahmud Khan (W.W. 414), from Europe. (B) 



27. F. M. Asadullah Khan. 

The Acting Minister of Defence is said to be very friendly with 
F.M. S. Asadullah Khan (W.W. 199), and to pay frequent visits to his house, 
lie has allotted a few of his Hazirbashes (bodyguards) to Asadullah Khan, thus 
increasing the latter’s social importance. (B) 

The ill-feeling reported as existing between F.M. S. Asadullah Khan and the 
Minister of Court, Ahmad Shah Khan (W.W. 149), is said to have ended as a 
result of the intervention of the Acting Minister of Defence (Summary No. 11, 
paragraph 7). 

28. Pay and Terms of Service in the Afghan Army. 

The Acting Minister of Defence, at an interview which the military attache 
had with him on the 25th March, stated (A) that proposals for an increase in the 
pay of officers and men of the Afghan army were being considered. He thought 
that the present terms of service were unattractive, and that with the existing 
system of short-term service it was difficult to train specialists and personnel for 
the technical arms. 

He said that a loyal and contented army was the best safeguard for countries 
like Iran and Afghanistan, and that he had, when in Europe, studied very 
carefully the armies of France, Germany, Belgium and England, and had become 
convinced of the necessity for a well-equipped army in Afghanistan. 

Communications. 

29. Telegraphs and. Telephones: Routes North-East. 

(a) With reference to Summary No. 3, paragraph 23 (a), the announcement 
of the Anis is misleading, as it has now been reported that no telegraph line 
has been completed between Khanabad and Faizabad. A telephone line between 
the two towns has been completed and is now in use (Summary No. 6, 
paragraph 18). Telegraphic messages for Faizabad are sent to Khanabad, and 
then, if in Persian, are sent from Khanabad to Faizabad by telephone. (B) 

(b) With reference to Summary No. 3, paragraph 24, for telegraphs read 
telephones, and for telegraph read telephone. 

30. Routes North-East. 

Route No. 2: Jalalabad-Chigha Serai. —The Governor of the Eastern 
Province told the military attache on the 16th March that the question of the 
construction of a boat bridge across the Kabul River at Jalalabad had been 
dropped. 

31. Routes North-East. 

Route No. 3 A .— (a) —(i) Work on the bridge over the Surkhab River 
(Map 38/J. N-3939) is in progress. About 100 workmen are employed. (A) 

(ii) It is said that a contract for 30.000 Afghani rupees has been made for 
the completion of the bridge. The work is progressing rapidly, but one or 
two months will elapse before the bridge is completed. (B) 

(b) The Governor of the Eastern Province, in reply to a question, stated 
(A) that no tolls were levied on traffic using the Darunta Gorge Suspension Bridge 
(Map 38/J. B.-3). 

(c) —(i) The Yogi (Tig-ri) Bridge (Map 38/J. N-2363) is impassable for motor 
traffic as the supporting pillars have sunk and the bridge has a dangerous slope. 
Tongas are, however, still using the bridge. (A) 

(ii) It is said that the inhabitants of the Laghman Valley have subscribed 
30,000 Afghani rupees for the repair of the bridge. (B) 

32. A bolition of Bridge Tolls in A fghanistan. 

(a) The Islah of the 17th March announces that the Afghan Government 
have abolished bridge tolls on all bridges in Afghanistan with effect from the 
21st March, 1936. The departments responsible for the collection of bridge tolls 
have also been abolished. 

(b) The Legation mail lorry was not asked to pay tolls at Surkhpul 
(Map 38/F. M-92) either on the way down to Peshawar on the 22nd March, or 
on the return journey to Kabul on the 2Gth March. (A) 
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' Foreign Missions. 

33. German. 

Frau Ziemke, wife of the German Minister in Kabul, and Frau Krull, wife 
of the Chancellor in the German Legation, left Kabul for Peshawar on the 
24th March. They intend to tour in India for some weeks. (B) 

34. Italian. 

(a) M. U. Sabetta, Italian Minister in Kabul, is proceeding to India for the 
Easter holidays via Torkham on the 30th March. (B) 

(b) M. G. Monteforte, secretary Italian Legation in Kabul, accompanied by 
his sister-in-law and his niece, is proceeding to India via Torkham on the 
30th March. He has been transferred to Tehran, and is sailing from Karachi 
on the 4th or 5th April. He is, however, very ill, and may not be able to leave 
Kabul as arranged. (A) 

35. Russian. 

(a) M. L. Stark, Russian Ambassador in Kabul, and Mme. Stark are leaving 

Kabul by car via Mazar-i-Sharif for Russia on the 31st March (Summary No. 9, 
paragraph 32). (A) 

( b ) M. Skwirsky, the Russian Ambassador designate to Kabul, is said to 

be arriving in Kabul about the beginning of May (Summary No. 9, 
paragraph 32). (B) 


Individuals. 

36. Afghan. 

Toli Mishar Zulqarnen, son of Muhammad Hassan, and employed in the 
Ministry of Defence, proceeded to India via Torkham on the 25th March. He is 
to stay at the Afghan consulate, Bombay, for about a month, and will provide 
himself with a new artificial leg while in Bombay. (B) 

37. A merican. 

Mr. C. C. Hart left Kabul for Peshawar on the 27th March, and intends to 
stay there for about a week, and then return to Kabul (Summary No. 1, 
paragraph 15). (A) 

38. British. 

(a) Mrs. R. McGrath (“ Rosita Forbes ”) is leaving Kabul for Kandahar by 

Afghan mail lorry on the 29th March, and will, after one or two days’ stay there 
return to Kabul (Summary No. 12, paragraph 25). (A) 

(b) Mr. J. Doome, Marconi’s representative in Kabul, left for Peshawar on 
the 27th March. He intends to stay in Peshawar for about a week and then 
return to Kabul. (A) 

39. German. 

(a) M. Brunst visited Kabul during February. He is a dealer in Persian 
lambskins (Qaraquli), and comes from Leipzig. He did not, however, do any 
business in Kabul. (B) 

(b) M. P. E. Hinze, who acts as an agent to Mr. Roberson-Taylor, has not 
renewed his contract with the Ashami Company. It is stated that Abdul Majid 
Khan (W.W. 72 a) has asked him to leave the country, as he can use his knowledge 
of the affairs of the Afghan National Bank when acting as Mr. Roberson-Taylor’s 
agent. It is said that Mr. Roberson-Taylor- proposed to employ him in the wool 
trade as a full-time agent. (B) 

40. Siveclish . 

M. M. Larsonn, representative of the Telefunken Company in Kabul, 
proceeded to India during the week, and intends to stay there about ten days 
M. Larsonn is also employed as a telegraph and telephone engineer by the Afghan 
Government. (B) 

A. S. LANCASTER, Major , 
Military Attache. 


Kabul , March 28, 1936. 
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[N 2410/107/97] No. 55. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden.—(Received May 4.) 

(No. 46. Confidential.) 

Kabul , April 8, 1936. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for information a copy of the Intelligence 
Summary of the military attache to this Legation, No. 14, dated the 4th April, 
1936. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

(For the Minister), 

W. 11. HAY. 


Enclosure in No. 55. 

(Secret.) 

Intelligence Summary No. 14 for the Week ending April 3, 1936. 

General. 


THE ban reported last week to have been placed on breast-beating and public 
mourning by Shiahs during Muharram has been rescinded by the Afghan Govern¬ 
ment. The Shiah community of Kabul City are said to have been told by 
King Zahir Shah that they are free to observe Muharram as they did during his 
late father’s reign. 

S. Daud Khan (W.W. 239a) is reported to be returning to Kandahar as 
Governor. 

A reorganisation of the general directorate of the Afghan National Bank 
and of the Ashami Company is announced. 

A list of trading companies in Afghanistan is given as an appendix to this 
summary. (') 

The Afghan Minister for Foreign Affairs has apparently completed his tour 
abroad, and is reported to be returning to Kabul from Russia via Mazar-i-Sharif. 

Badshah Gul (W.W. 224) is stated to have left Kabul for Jalalabad and 
Lakarai on the 26th March. 

Various officials and leaders of the Southern Province residing in Kabul are 
said to be trying to secure the transfer of the Governor of the Southern Province, 
F. M. Muhammad Afzal Khan (W.W. 138), to some other post. 

A military committee headed by G. M. Mustafa Khan, Deputy Chief of the 
General Staff, is reported to be proceeding to Mazar-i-Sharif and Maimana with 
a view to inspecting the troops in the area, making recommendations regarding 
equipment and organisation, and selecting sites for now military posts on the 
Afghan-Russian frontier. 


Kabul. 


2. Civil Aviation. Kabul-Termez Service. 

(а) A Russian biplane, believed to be a P-5 mail plane or a type R-5 
military plane, arrived in Kabul on the 22nd March. The pilot is sick, and the 
,plane was still on the aerodrome in Kabul on the 3rd April. (A) 

(б) It is reported that this biplane was to have taken the Russian 
Ambassador in Kabul to Russia at the end of March, but the pilot developed 
influenza, and M. L. Stark proceeded to Russia by road. (B) 


3. Observance of Muharram by Shiahs. 

With reference to Summary No. 13, paragraph 6, it is reported that the 
orders issued placing a ban on breast-beating and public mourning by the Shiah 
community in Kabul when they observe Muharram have been cancelled. The 
cancellation of the orders is said to be due to the high feeling created amongst 

( l ) Not printed. 
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the Shiahs as a result of the ban. The King is said to have made a donation of 
3,500 Afghani rupees to the chief mourning establishment of the Shiahs, and 
remarked that, as these ceremonies had never been prohibited during his father’s 
reign (the late King Nadir Shah), he proposed to allow their observance in 
future. (B) 

4. The King and Administrative Matters. 

It is reported that King Zahir Shah has issued orders that Cabinet Ministers 
are to visit him once a week and to render reports regarding their respective 
Ministries. It is also stated that the King is fixing dates on which individuals 
holding honorary military rank can have an interview with him. (B) 

5. S. Daud Khan. 

With reference to Summary No. 12, paragraph 3, it is now reported that 

5. Daud Khan (W.W. 239a) is proceeding to Kandahar shortly to resume his 
appointment as Governor of the Province, and that F. M. Ali Shah Khan 
(W.W. 120) will return to Kabul. (B) 

6. Afghan Hockey Team. 

(a) With reference to Summary No. 13, paragraph 2, the following are said 
to be the members of the team proceeding to Europe :— (B) 

Muhammad Yusuf Khan, captain of the team 
Mian Faruq Shah, vice-captain. 

K.M. Muhammad Yaqub Khan. 

Muhammad Asif Khan, student. 

Sultan Muhammad, student. 

S. Abdul Wahid Khan (W.W. 130), translator. 

Muhammad Saadat, student. 

Shuja-ud-Din, student. 

Naurez Ali, Baluk Mishar in the reserve. 

Abdul Ghaffar, a clerk. 

Saiyid Ali, soldier. 

Fazl Husain, manager, Military Club. 

Saiyid Ali Baba, Baluk Mishar in the reserve. 

T. M. Khan Muhammad Khan. 

Saiyid Muhammad Ayub, a trader. 

K.M. Zahir-ud-Din, director of the Military Club. 

K.M. Muhammad Azam Khan. 

(b) The Islah of the 21st March announces that the Afghan hockey team has 
been invited to take part in the Olympic Games at Berlin in July and August 
1936, and that invitations to play friendly matches have been received from Spain, 
Switzerland, Holland, Denmark, Austria, Hungary, Czechoslovakia and 
Germany. 

Invitations are expected from France, Belgium and England. The paper 
states that the team is being financed by Abdul Majid Khan (W.W. 72a) and 
N. S. Saiyid Abdullah Shah (W.W. 512), the director of Military Factories. 

Abdul Majid Khan is said to have given £50, and N. S. Saiyid Abdullah 
Shah has offered to pay the expenses of the team during its month’s stay in 
Peshawar. 

7. Kabul Municipality and suggested Imyrocements. 

The Islah of the 22nd March states that the Kabul Municipality has decided 
to carry out the following improvements during the year 1315 (1936-37) in the 
city:— 

(a) Metalling and construction of various roads. 

(b) Construction on modern lines of four bridges. 

(c) Construction of a new municipal building. 

(d) Provision of public gardens and sports grounds. 

8. Afforestation in Afghanistan. 

Efforts are being made to encourage the planting of trees throughout 
Afghanistan. In this connexion the Islah of the 25th March announces that the 
28th March is to be a public holiday, and that this holiday has been ordered by 
the King in order to encourage people to plant trees. 






179 


Finance. 

9. National Bank Loan to the Ashami Company. 

The Islah of the 25th March states that the Afghan National Bank has 
granted a loan of 20 million Afghani rupees to the Ashami Company (Trade and 
Monopolies Section). Fight per cent, interest per annum on the loan is to be paid 
by the company to the bank. 

10. Heated Discussion regarding Finance. 

It is reported that the Afghan Minister of Commerce and Abdul Majid Khan 
(W.W. 72a) recently had a somewhat heated discussion regarding the conduct of 
the business of the National Bank and the Ashami Company in connexion with 
the trade agreement between the Ashami Company and the Russian Company, 
Soov Afghan Turak. The Minister of Justice is said to have supported the 
Minister of Commerce, and stated that in certain respects the Ashami Company 
had acted contrary to the Islamic laws regarding loans and interest. (B) 


Trade. 

11. The Ashami Company and Foreign Trade in Persian Lambskins. 

M. Simkha Zadeh, a Jew of Russian extraction from Tashkent who fled to 
Persia in 1923, recently stated (A) that he had worked for ten years in France 
and then became an agent of the London Fur Sales Company, in which capacity 
he came to Kabul in 1934. He states that he has been an agent for the Hudson 
Bay Company since November 1935. He is now in Kabul and hopes to do 
business with the Ashami Company, but states that prospects are not encouraging. 
He said that the Ashami Company, in addition to its usual sales to the U.S.S.R., 
had made contracts for the supply of 200,000 Persian lambskins to Germany, and 
a similar number to America. He thought that 200,000-300,000 skins were still 
available for sale. 

He stated that Abdul Majid Khan (W.W. 72a) had told him that he was 
waiting for Muhammad Umar Khan (Afghan representative in London of the 
Ashami Company), who is expected back in Kabul in about a fortnight, and would, 
after hearing his report about the London market, perhaps be prepared to do 
business with the Hudson Bay Company. 

12. Organisation of the General Directorate of the Afghan National Bank and 

Ashami Company. 

The Islah of the 22nd March announces that, with effect from the 21st March, 
1936, the general directorate of the above bank and trading company will be 
organised as under :— 

(i) — (a) An enquiry and investigation branch with touring and non-touring 

branches. 

( b) A control department. 

(c) A department for correspondence and employment of staff, &c. 

(d) A records department. 

(ii) The Ashami Company, which deals with trade and monopolies, will be 

administered by a responsible assistant appointed for the purpose and 
selected from the board of directors. The Ashami Company will be 
organised as follows :— 

(a) A department for the execution of business and correspondence. 

(b) An accounts department with five sub-departments or branches :— 

(i) Trading branch with two sections. 

(ii) Monopoly branches with two sections. 

(iii) Factory and motor-repair branch. 

(ivl Stores branch. 

(v) Central sugar branch. 
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(iii) The National Bank dealing with banking business will be in charge of 
an assistant selected from the board of directors. The organisation 
will be as under :— 

(a) Correspondence department. 

(b) Accounts department, with branches as follows:— 

(i) Branch to deal with current accounts, shares, loans and 

securities. 

(ii) Branch to deal with provincial and foreign accounts. 

(iii) Government Treasury branch. 

(iv) Three branches to deal with banking business. 

(v) City branch. 

13. City Branch of the Ashami Company, 

The I slab of the 22nd March announces that the Kabul City branch of the 
Ashami Company moved from its premises on the river bank to the Kabul Hotel 
building, where the Afghan National Bank now conducts its business. The move 
took place on the 21st March. 

14. Transport of Ashami Company's Goods from Peshawar to Kabul. 

The I si ah of the 25th March states that Mulla Sirajuddin Khan and 
Saifuddin Khan have concluded an agreement with the Ashami Company for the 
transport of all their goods from Peshawar to Kabul. The terms of the contract 
are not disclosed, and it is curious that lower tenders are called for in view of 
the fact that the agreement is said to have been concluded. Individuals desirous 
of submitting a reduced tender must do so within twenty days. 

15. The Pushtun Company, Kandahar. 

The I slab of the 25 th March announces that the Pushtun Company at 
Kandahar is adding 5 lakhs to its issued capital. The new issue is to consist of 
500 shares of 1,000 Afghani rupees, and any Afghan subject may purchase the 
shares. Applications to be submitted by the 4th April, 1936. 

16. Trading Companies in A fghanistan. 

With reference to paragraph 14 of Summary No. 2, which gave an 
account of the development of trading companies in Afghanistan, the I slab of 
the 25th March gives a list of the trading companies now in existence in 
Afghanistan. A translation of this list is given in the appendix to this 
Summary. (') 

Foreign Relations. 

17. Visit of the Afghan Minister for Foreign Affairs to Moscow. 

(a) The I slab of the 17th March contains an account of the reception accorded 
to the Afghan Minister for Foreign Affairs, Faiz Muhammad Khan (W.W. 243), 
published in the Izoestiya , Moscow, on the 15th March. 

The Izoestiya , in an article, gives details of the political relations between 
the U.S.S.R. and Afghanistan since 1921, and hopes that the friendly relations 
now existing between the two countries will receive further strength from the 
visit of the Afghan Foreign Minister and assist the advancement of universal 
peace. A dinner and reception in honour of the Afghan Foreign Minister was 
given by the Acting Commissar for Foreign Affairs, M. Taraskansky. 

(b) The I slab of the 21st March states that Faiz Muhammad Khan 
(W.W. 243), Afghan Minister for Foreign Affairs, and Abdul Hussain Khan 
(W.W. 47), Afghan Ambassador in Moscow, left Moscow for Leningrad on the 
isth March. 

18. Return of Afghan Minister for Foreign Affairs from Russia. 

(a) The I slab of the 2nd April states that S. Faiz Muhammad Khan 
(W.W. 243), Afghan Minister for Foreign Affairs, left Moscow on the 30th March 
for Kabul. He is travelling via Patta Kesar and Mazar-i-Sharif. 

(b) It is reported that Abdul Hamid Khan (W.W. 45), of the Protocol Branch 
of the Afghan Foreign Ministry, has left Kabul for Mazar-i-Sharif to welcome 
the Afghan Foreign Minister. (B) 

('ONot printed. 
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Afghan Relations with North-West Frontier Tribes. 

19. Badshah Gul. 

It is reported that Badshah Gul (W.W. 224) left Kabul on the 26th March 
for Jalalabad. He is said to be returning to his home at Lakavai. 

His two sons are still at school in Kabul. (B) 


Eastern Province. 

20. Opening of a School. 

The Islah of the 22nd March states that a school has been opened at Shewa 
(Map 38/J., N-65), in the Lower Kunar. Sixty students are said to have joined 
the school. 


Southern Province. 


21. Ihzaria School Students. 

Two Wazirs from Urgun, who arrived in Kabul on the 30th March and are 
living in the Afghan Tribal Directorate as guests, stated that, with the exception 
of relatives of N.S. Zar Khan (W.W. 692), Mulki F.M. Bajan Khan, Mulki 
F.M. Miran Khan and G.M. Nasrullah Khan, no other Wazir boys would rejoin 
the Ihzaria School this year (Summary No. 13, paragraph 22). (B) 

22. Tanis. 

It is reported that the Governor of the Southern Province recently ordered 
the recovery of fines of 1,000 Afghani rupees in each of the murder cases which 
occurred recently in Gurbaz and Tani country. The Khost authorities started 
to collect the fines, whereupon a number of Tani families left their homes for 
Daur territory in British tribal territory in order to escape the fines. (B) 

23. G.M. 'Nasrullah Khan. 

It is stated that F.M. Pir Muhammad Khan (W.W. 500) has asked for the 
transfer of G.M. Nasrullah Khan, Saifali Wazir, to the division at Urgun, as 
he considers that this officer will be useful to him in connexion with Wazir 
affairs. (B) 

24. “Pak.” 

A report has been received that “ Pak ” and his supporters are in 
Waziristan at present. 

Reports received indicate that “ Pak ” and his party are a little move active 
since the departure of S. Shah Mahmud Khan (W.W. 414) to Europe, and it is 
stated that the leaders who used to keep Shah Mahmud in touch with the affairs 
of the province have become a little careless as they fail to obtain prompt or 
helpful replies to their reports from Shah Wali Khan (W.W 585), the Acting 
Minister for Defence. (B) 

25. The Governor of the Southern Province. 

With reference to Summary No. 13, paragraphs 19 and 20, it is reported that 
F.M. Muhammad Afzal Khan (W.W. 138) is still in Kabul, and that the 
following officials and leaders wish to see him tiansferrod from the Southern 
Province: N.S. Muhammad Anwar Khan, Assistant Minister of Defence; 
F.M. Ahmad Ali Khan, Adjutant-General; N.S. Kalmai Khan, Mangal; 
N.S. Sarbiland Khan, Jaji; N.S. Sher Ahmad Khan; F.M. Abdullah Khan; 
F.M. Sarkai Khan; F.M. Saleh Khan; F.M. Azam Gul, Tota Khel; and 
F.M. Abdul Ghani Khan, Qila Begi. (B) 

The above individuals, though belonging to various rival parties, are said 
to have combined to oust F.M. Muhammad Afzal Khan from the governorship 
of the Southern Province. 

The Acting Minister of Defence is said to be considering holding a special 
meeting to decide the case. 
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Kandahar Province. 

26. Opening of the Wool Factory at Kandahar. 

The I slab of the 25 th March announces that the wool factory at Kandahar 
has been completed. The factory has twenty-two rooms, two sets of machinery 
for making wool and seven machines for packing wool. 

Certain repairs and some special parts of the machinery are said to be 
necessary before commencing operations in earnest. Herr Grimpe, a German 
engineer, is said to have given a demonstration of the working of the factory 
machinery when the Governor of Kandahar attended the opening ceremony. 

The Army. 

27. Opening of Military Schools for the Summer Term. 

The Islah of the 22nd March states that the Military College, Hashidia 
School and the Ihzaria School have opened for the summer term. 

28. Military Band School. 

The Islah of the 22nd March states that students of the school for military 
bandsmen were tested by the Acting Minister of Defence during the week, and 
that he was so pleased with the progress made that he granted a month’s pay as 
a reward to successful students. The students who passed out have now been 
distributed amongst the army. No figures are given as to the number of students 
who were successful. 

29. Military Committee for the Construction of Posts in Mazar-i-Sharif and 

M aimana. 

It is reported that a committee of military officers has been ordered to proceed 
to Mazar-i-Sharif and Maimana on the 4th April, with a view to selecting sites 
and preparing plans for the construction of certain new military posts on the 
Afghan-ltussian frontier. 

They have also been ordered to submit proposals for improvements in equip¬ 
ment and organisation of the Mazar-i-Sharif Division, and have been given 
authority to inspect the troops of this division. (B) 

The committee consists of— 

G.M. Mustafa Khan, Deputy Chief of the General Staff, Ministry of 
Defence. 

G.M. Sirajuddin Khan, Director of Organisation, Ministry of Defence. 
Muhammad Yusuf Khan, of the Training Branch, Ministry of Defence. 
One draughtsman, name not known. 

30. Changes of Appointment. 

It is stated that S. Daud Khan (W.W. 239a) has applied for the services of 
G.M. Muhammad Ayaz Khan, who is now commanding a brigade at Kahi, Eastern 
Province. G.M. Muhammad Ayaz is then to be appointed to some post near the 
British frontier in the Kandahar Province. (B) 

It is understood that the Acting Minister of Defence has sanctioned this 
request, and that G.M. Ahmad Shah Khan Orakzai, and a nephew of the late 
Sipah Salar Ghulam Haidar Khan (Landai), is to be appointed to the Kahi 
Brigade. 

Communications. 

31. Routes North-East: Route No. 2. 

A report has been received that the Governor of the Eastern Province has 
issued orders for the construction of a road (fit for wheeled traffic?) from the 
Kunar Valley to Faizabad, Badakhshan. The route selected is said to be Chigha 
Serai (Map 38/J., 0-19), Bidiwa (Map 38/1., H-83), Shahr-i-Munjan(Map 37/L., 
D-4), Faizabad. (C) 

Foreign Missions. 

32. Russian. 

M. L. Stark, Russian Ambassador in Kabul, and Mme. Stark left Kabul 
for Russia via Mazar-i-Sharif on the 31st March (Summary No. 13, para¬ 
graph 35). (A) 
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Individuals. 

33. British. 

(a) Major D. Russell, M.C., 13th F.F. Rifles and Assistant Director of 
Intelligence, Government of India, Peshawar, accompanied by Mrs. Russell 
and his sister-in-law, Mrs. Sawyer, arrived in Kabul on the 1st April and are 
staying in the Legation. 

(b) Mrs. R. McGrath returned to Kabul from Kandahar on the 3rd April 
(Summary No. 13, paragraph 38). 

(c) Mrs. R. McGrath (Rosita Forbes) and Captain A.C. Galloway, secretary 
to this Legation, are leaving Kabul for Mazar-i-Sharif on the 7th April. 
Mrs. McGrath then proceeds to Russia, and Captain Galloway returns to Kabul. 

34. Czechoslovak. 

M. Karl Baumgartner, a coal-mining engineer, has arrived in Kabul. He 
has been employed by the Afghan Government. (B) 

35. Swiss. 

Mme. Poliansky Furrer has arrived in Kabul. She has been employed as a 
nurse by the Afghan Government in place of Sister Nelly Naef, who is returning 
to Europe. Sister N. Naef is. however, sick at present, and is not yet fit to leave 
Kabul. (A) 

A. S. LANCASTER, Major, 

Military A itaclie. 

Kabul, April 4, 1936. - 


[N 2664/107/97] No. 56. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden.—(Received May 19.) 

(No. 53. Confidential.) 

Sir, Kabul, April 21, 1936. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for information a copy of the intelligence 
summary of the military attache to this Legation, No. 16, dated the 
18th April, 1936. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

(For the Minister), 

W. R. IIAY. 


Enclosure in No. 56. 

(Secret.) 

Intelligence Summary No. 16 for the Week ending April 17, 1936. 

General. 


A LARGE order for munitions has been placed in Germany, payment being 
arranged on a credit basis. „ It seems that negotiations are in progress in 
Czechoslovakia for the purchase of more guns. 

The Afghan Government are making definite endeavours to improve the 
amenities of travel by attempting to provide shade along the highways. It seems 
also that new fruit stock is to be introduced into the orchards of Afghanistan. 

F.M. Ali Shah Khan (W.W. 180) has again taken over command of the 
Harbiya College. 

The report of an all-round increase of pay in the army has been received, but 
details have not been published. An increase is also to be extended to civil 
officials. 

An issue of currency notes of 10 Afghani rupees denomination is reported 
to have been made. 

[14927] n 4 




184 


Kabul. 

2. Civil Aviation — Kabul-Termez Service. 

A Russian biplane (type R-5 military or P-5 mail plane) arrived in Kabul 
at noon on the 14th April. (A) 

3. Sikh Drivers in Kabul 'proceeding to Russia. 

With reference to the report in Summary No. 9, paragraph 10, that Himat 
Singh was proceeding to Russia, it is now reported that he was in Kabul on the 
12th April. (A) 

4. Arrival of F.M. Ali Shah Khan. 

E.M. Ali Shah Khan (W.W. 180) arrived in Kabul on the 12th April and 
took over command of the Harbiya College. It is stated that he is discontented 
at his reversion (Summary No. 15, paragraph 17). (B) 

5. Tree Planting in A fghanistan. 

(a) Reference paragraph 8 of Summary No. 14. The Islah of the 2nd April 
reports that a holiday was declared in Kandahar in accordance with the 
Royal order. 

(b) The Islah of the 9th April reports that some few hundred fruit trees 
recently ordered from Japan have arrived in Kabul and have been planted in the 
Bagh-i-Babar, Kabul. 

(c) The Islah of the 2nd April also reports that tree planting is in progress 
in Qataghan and Badakhshan. 

(i cl) A member of His Majesty’s Legation who was recently on tour to the 
north states that he noticed tree cuttings being plamed almost everywhere 
possible bordering the North Road. He saw no signs of planting other than 
along the road side. (A) 

6. Death of the Wife of G.M. Muhammad Ihsan Khan. 

The Islah of the 12th April announces the death of the wife of 
G.M. Muhammad Ihsan Khan (W.W. 363), Commandant of the Afghan 
Air Force. 

7. Visit of a Religious Leader to Kabul. 

A well-known figure of Afghan Turkestan, known as “ Mulla Sahib Kakar,” 
recently arrived in Kabul to pay his respects to the Acting Minister of Defence, 
and, after being received kindly by him, was received by the King, who gave him 
500 Afghani rupees for expenses. (B) 

Finance. 

8. Further Issue of A fghan Paper Currency. 

Notes of the denomination of 10 Afghani rupees were in circulation in Kabul 
on the 12th April (Summary No. 6, paragraph 10). (A) 

Afghan Relations with North-West Frontier Tribes. 

9. Afridis and Para Chamkannis. 

It appears that as a result of a further petition by Adam Gul, Haji Khel 
Para Chamkanni (Summary No. 15. paragraph 19), and Majnun, Malik Din Khel 
Afridi (Summary No. 15, paragraph 18), they were present at a darbar held by 
the King on the 13th April and given 50 Afghani rupees each. It appears that 
the rules governing monthly allowances cannot be relaxed in favour of the sons 
of Adam Gul. (B) 

North of the Hindu Kusii. 

10. Seizure in Russia of Flocks of Sheep. 

Flocks of karaknli and other sheep belonging to Afghans of the villages of 
Ghalbela (map 33/A. B-l) and Ata Khan Khwaja (map 32/D. C-4) have been 
seized by the Soviet authorities while the flocks were grazing across the border. 
The Afghan Government are negotiating for their release. (B) 
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Southern Province. 

11. Mangals. 

Reference Summary No. 9, paragraph 24. It is reported that Rnsulgai has 
been refused permission to return to his home on the grounds that the orders of 
the Minister of Defence cannot be set aside by the Acting Minister of Defence. 
Rasulgai has been given 200 Afghani rupees for expenses. (B) 

12. Arrest of a “ Malang ” and Followers. 

It is reported that a “ Malang ” with seven followers was moving about in 
Khost and was recently arrested at Ismail Khel (Map 38/G. W-7699). He was 
taken a few days ago to Gardez (B) 


The Army. 

13. Increase in Pay of the Army. 

Reference Summary No. 15, paragraph 21. Although nothing certain is yet 
known beyond the report of a general 25 per cent, increase, it appears that 
company commanders are to be divided into two grades, one carrying pay of 
116 Afghani rupees and one of 100 Afghani rupees; the same applies to platoon 
commanders, who are to receive 80 Afghani rupees and 75 Afghani rupees 
respectively. It is stated that the rank and file are to receive an increase of only 
one-half of an Afghan rupee per month; but of this blessing they are not yet 
aware. (C) 

14. Military Journals. 

A new weekly military journal is to be published by the Ministry of 
Defence. (B) 


15. Purchase of Munitions in Germany. 

The Afghan Government have asked for transit authorisation through India 
for the following arms purchased in Germany on a credit basis :— (A) 


(1) Pistols . 2,775 

(2) Light machine guns . 243 

(3) Hea\y machine guns . 81 

(4) Light mortars . 1 toli (sic) 

(5) Automatic rifles .. . 18 

(6) Field guns . 4 batteries 

(7) Mountain guns. 10 batteries 

(8) Anti-aircraft machine guns, 37-mm. ... 6 

(9) Anti-aircraft guns, 88-mm. 8 • 

(10) Tanks . 10 

(11) Armoured cars ... ... ... ... 4 


16. Purchase of Arms. 

It is stated that Zufar Husain Bey (W.W. 687) was accompanied by two 
assistant instructors of the Harbiva College when he left Kabul, and that lie was 
ordered to proceed to Czechoslovakia to negotiate for the purchase of twelve guns 
(Summary No. 9, paragraph 34). (B) 

17. Visit of a Military Committee to Mazar-i-Sharif. 

For reasons unknown, last-minute orders were received stopping the 
departure of Mustafa Khan and party (Summary No. 15, paragraph 22). °(B) 


18. Afghans. Individuals. 

Ghulam Rasul (brother of liaji Ghulam Haider (W.W. 278-a) ), accompanied 
"V his wife, who was a German subject, has arrived in Kabul, and is now living 
near the British Legation. (A) 

It is thought that Ghulam Rasul arrived in Kabul about the same time as 
Shah Wali Khan (W.W. 585), the Acting Minister of Defence, with whom 
Ghulam Rasul is reported to be friendly. (B) 
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19. British. 


(a) Captain A. C. Galloway, secretary to this Legation, arrived in Kabul 
from Mazar-i-Sharif on the 15th April (Summary No. 15, paragraph 29 ( b )). 
He reports that the North Road as far as Doshi is in good condition. From 
Doshi onwards it is little better than a farm track, the surface of which is almost 
entirely unmetalled and cut by deep ruts. It took a lightly loaded lorry fifteen 
hours to cover the 150 miles from Doab to Haibak. He also reports that the 
hotels at Doab and Haibak are nearly finished and afford reasonable accommoda¬ 
tion for travellers. 

(b) Major W. R. Hay, C.I.E., and Major A. S. Lancaster, counsellor and 
military attach^ respectively to this Legation, left Kabul for Kandahar on toui- 

on the 15th Apiil. (For Military Attache, absent on tour), 

A. C. GALLOWAY, Secretary. 


Kabul , April 18, 1936. 


[N 2761/107/97] No. 57. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden.—(Received May 25.) 

(No. 56. Confidential.) 

Sir, Kabul , April 30, 1936. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for information a copy of the Intelligence 
Summary of the military attache to this Legation, No. 17, dated the 
25th April, 1936. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

(For the Minister), 
W. R. HAY. 


(Secret.) 


Enclosure in No. 57. 


Intelligence Summary No. 17 for the Week ending April 24, 1936. 


General. 

CURRENCY notes of the denomination of 20 Afghani rupees up to a value 
of 10 million Afghani rupees are said to have been issued. The total value of 
currency notes issued so far is stated to be 29 million Afghani rupees. 

The Governor of Urgun is stated to have sent a report to the Afghan Govern¬ 
ment that attempts by the Zilli Khel to produce G. M. Abdullah Khan, Ahmadzai, 
for the British authorities may lead to friction between the Urgun militia and 
the Zilli Khel. 

The rumour that the increase in pay for the rank and file of the Afghan 
army is only to be one-half of an Afghani rupee per mensem is stated to have 
caused some discontent in the garrison of Qila Jangi, Kabul. The situation 
is said to have been tactfully handled by F. M. Abdul Gnani Khan, who persuaded 
the discontented element to delay sending a petition to the Afghan Government 
until full details of the increase m pay became known. 

His Excellency the Governor of the North-West Frontier Province, 
Sir R. Griffith, K.C.S.I., C.I.E., and party arrived in Kabul on the 23rd April 
and are staying in this Legation. 


Kabul. 

2. Turi Pilgrims. 

It is stated that the representations of the Turis for the retention of the 
Abdul Ghani serai have been unsuccessful. The Prime Minister is said to have 
informed them that Turis proceeding to Meshed on pilgrimage via Kabul could 
in future be accommodated in a serai used by other travellers. (Summary No. 13. 
paragraph 7.) (B) 
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3. The Amir of Khotan. 

Muhammad Amin Khan, ex-Amir of Khotan, is still in Kabul, and his family 
consisting of his wife, mother-in-law, brother-in-law and two other relations are 
said to have joined him. (B) 

4. Raid on a Village Headman's House. 

A “ qaryadar ” (village headman) of Shakardara, ICoh-i-Daman, recently 
reported to the Afghan Prime Minister that his house had been raided and looted 
by a gang said to be headed by Abdullah Jan Akhunzada, son of Haji Abdul 
Qadir of Ghazah, Koh-i-Daman. As a result of this report several arrests have 
been made, but the alleged leader of the gang, Abdullah Jan, who is an influential 
man, has taken refuge in the house of the Hazrat of Shor Bazar (WAV. 256). The 
police are now said to be keeping a watch on the house of Abdullah Jan. (B) 

5. A forestation in Afghanistan. 

Members of His Majesty’s Legation, who visited Kandahar recently, noticed 
that along the whole route between Kabul and Kandahar efforts had been made 
to plant trees. They were particularly noticed in the vicinity of villages en route. 
The efforts made were not skilful, and many of the cuttings had died owing to 
lack of water. (Summary No. 16, paragraph 5.) (A) 

6. Proposed Visit of French Mining Experts to Afghanistan. 

It is understood that three or four French geological and mining engineers 
have been invited to visit Afghanistan shortly with a view to searching for oil. 

The Afghan Foreign Minister is said to have arranged for this visit while 
in Paris. The experts are connected with oil interests in France, and not with 
the French Government, though the visit presumably has the latter’s 
approval. (B) 

Finance. 

7. Currency Notes. 

The Islah of the 8th April states that notes of the denomination of 
20 Afghani rupees up to a total value of 10 million Afghani rupees have been 
put into circulation. (Summary No. 12, paragraph 11.) The issue is said to be 
covered by coin, holdings of silver and gold metal, and holdings of foreign money. 

The total value of currency notes issued so far by the Afghan Government 
is stated to be 29 million Afghani rupees. 

Trade. 

8. Ashami Company changes its London Representative. 

Muhammad Umar Khan, the Ashami Company’s London representative, is 
reported to have arrived in Kabul during the week. (Summary No. 14, 
paragraph 11.) He is said to have been succeeded in London by Abdur Rauf 
Khan, brother of Ghulam Flaider Khan, a director of the petrol company in 
Kabul. (B) 

Reports indicate that Muhammad Umar Khan was very successful in 
conducting the Ashami Company’s business in London, and the rumours regarding 
deficits in his accounts are most probably untrue. (B) 

Eastern Province. 

9. Charge against a Local Governor. 

It is reported that the Governor of Rodat in the Eastern Province has been 
charged with committing an unnatural offence by the local inhabitants. 

He is a relative of Muhammad Shah Khan (W.W. 577), head of the 
Intelligence Branch in the Prime Minister’s office, and the latter is said to have 
been asked to use his influence to secure his acquittal. (B) 

10 Malik Qais Khugiani. 

Apparently the prospect of employment in Herat Province did not suit 
Malik Qais Khugiani (W.W. 504), as he is now reported to have returned to 
Kabul from Herat. He is still in Kabul. (Summary No. 9. paragraph 22.) (B) 
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Southern Province. 


11. G. M. Abdullah Khan, Ahmadzai. 

F. M. Pir Muhammad Khan (W.W. 500) is stated to have sent a report to the 
Afghan Government to the effect that the British authorities are pressing the 
Zilli Khel either to pay the sum of 15,000 Indian rupees as security for the good 
behaviour of G. M. Abdullah Khan, Ahmadzai, or to produce him before the 
British authorities. He states that this might lead to trouble between the 
Zilli Khel and the Urgun militia. (B) 

12. Saifali and Paipali Wazirs. 

It is reported that the Saifali Wazirs have been fighting amongst themselves 
recently, and that two men have been killed and one wounded. 

The same source also reports that fighting occurred recently between certain 
Saifali and Paipali Wazirs, and that one Saifali was killed. (B) 

13. “ Pak." 

A report sent to Kabul by F. M. Pir Muhammad Khan (W.W. 500) is said 
to state that “ Pak ” is still in Madda Khel territory, but is inactive at 
present. (B) 

14. Tanis. 

Some Tanis are stated to have arrived in Kabul from Khost with a view to 
lodging a complaint against Shahsawar Khan, the Governor of Khost 
District. (B) 

Afghan Relations with North-West Frontier Tribes. 

15. Mahsuds. 

It is reported that two sons of F. M. Ramzan Khan Mahsud (W.W. 519a) 
have arrived in Kabul, and are to continue their studies at either the Ihzaria 
School or the Habibiya College. 

F. M. Ramzan Khan accompanied them as far as Gardez, but has not yet 
arrived in Kabul. (B) 

10. Wazirs. 

(a) Timar Khan, Saifali Wazir, who receives a life pension of 400 Afghani 
rupees per annum from the Afghan Government, and honorary G. M. Ghulam 
Khan. Saifali Wazir, are said to have arrived in Kabul. 

They, together with N. S. Zar Khan (W.W. 692a), had an interview with the 
Afghan Prime Minister on the 19th April. They were well treated, and the 
Afghan Prime Minister is stated to have told them that the Afghan Government 
were very grateful for the services they had rendered in the past and were trying 
to give them some return in the shape of education for their Wazir boys in 
Kabul. (B) 

(b) About thirty Saifali Wazir boys and twenty Paipali Wazir boys have 
arrived in Kabul for education. Most of these boys are relatives of Wazirs who 
are receiving allowances from the Afghan Government for services rendered in 
the past. (B) 


The Army. 

17. Garrison and Fort at Girishk. 

(a) The fort at Girishk had a garrison of six men only on the 19th April. 
The northern half of the fort was unoccupied; the southern half was occupied by 
the six men, who apparently act as day and night watchmen only. 

In the northern half of the fort an old brass cannon was seen in the entrance, 
and a broken gun carriage of an obsolete type was seen lying inside the fort. The 
barracks inside the northern half of the fort appeared to be in fair condition, but 
the walls of the whole fort are in a poor state of repair. The garrison at Girishk 
is now quartered in a serai 400 yards south-east of the fort, close to the hotel and 
the new residence of the Governor of Girishk. (A) 
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(b) The manager of the hotel at Girishk stated (A) that the major portion 
of the military garrison at Girishk was away on duty, it is presumed that they 
were in camp for training. 

18. Training of the Infantry Brigade at Kohkaran, Kandahar. 

The infantry brigade at Kohkaran, 6 miles west of Kandahar, were seen 
carrying out elementary field training on the morning of the 19th April. About 
500 men were on parade, thirty-five of whom appeared to be recruits who had not 
yet been given uniforms. The training in progress consisted of field signals, 
adoption of firing positions, extended order drill, and some section and platoon 
drill. 

All formations adopted appeared to be linear in nature, control being carried 
out by whistle or hand signals. One machine-gun company of three guns was seen 
on parade. Each gun detachment consisted of 8 gunners, 3 mules (1 gun mule 
and 2 ammunition mules) and 3 mule men. They were practising coming into 
action from mules. (A) 

19. Increase of Pay for the A rmy. 

It is stated that the rank and file of the Afghan army stationed at Qila 
Jangi, Kabul, were very upset when they heard that the increase in their pay was 
to be one-half of an Afghani rupee per mensem only, and prepared a petition 
stating that, if this was all they were going to obtain, they would be prepared to 
subscribe half an Afghani rupee from their present pay to the Government each 
month. 

F.M. Abdul Ghani Khan is said to have handled the situation very tactfully 
and prevented them from presenting their petition. (B) 

The actual details of the increase in pay announced recently have not been 
published, as the Afghan Government’s budget for the current year is still under 
discussion by the Cabinet (Summary No. 16, paragraph 13). 

20. Purchase of Motor Lorries by the Afghan Ministry of Defence. 

The Afghan Ministry for Foreign Affairs recently informed this Legation 
that the Ministry of Defence had placed an order with the Asbarni Company for 
the purchase and import of 153 Chevrolet motor lorries. The Ashami Company 
are stated to have imported twenty of these lorries, and then a disagreement arose 
between the Ashami Company and the Chevrolet makers. 

The Ministry of Defence then asked the Ashami Company to import Dodge 
lorries in respect of the remaining lorries previously ordered. At the same time 
they placed an order for another thirty lorries. Out of the total of 163 lorries 
then on order, the Ashami Company imported seventy-seven. The remaining 
eighty-six were detained in Peshawar and are awaiting the sanction of the Indian 
Government for onward transit. (A) 

Communications. 

21. Routes, S.E.: Route No. 15. 

The Kabul-Kandahar road on the 15th and 16th April and the 20th and 
21st April was fit for occasional one-way motor transport in fair weather 
throughout the route. 

Deep ruts and the corrugated surface of the road between Ghazni and 
Kalat-i-Ghilzai clearly showed how difficult the road would be for motor traffic 
after rain or snow. No working parties larger than eight in number were seen 
at work. The total number observed between Kabul and Kandahar was 
seventy-five. No steam-roller was seen on this route. 

Material for metalling had been collected on the side of the road at the points 
given below, but it is probable that a large portion of this is intended for use in 
emergencies: — 

(a) Stage 8 : Between miles 2 and 3. 

( b) Stage 10 : Between miles 6 and 7. 

(c) Stage 13: Between miles 11 and 13. 

(d) Stage 14: Between miles 1 and 4, and 8 and 11. 

( e) Stage 15: In short stretches between miles 1 and 14. 

(/) Stage 16: Between miles 1 and 3, and 14 to 16. 

(g) Stage 18 : Between miles 8 and 10. 

(h) Stage 20 : Between miles 2 and 4. (A) 
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22. The Helmand Bridge. Routes S.JF.: Route No. 3. 

The Helmand .River was in flood on the 19th April, the width of the river at 
Girishk being 100-110 yards. The river was unfordable. There were six 
passenger ferry-boats and one cattle ferry-boat near the bridge site at Girishk. 
The time taken to cross the river either way on the passenger ferry-boats was 
ten minutes. 

The bed of the river at Girishk is 1,200 yards wide from bank to bank. 

The total length of the proposed bridge is approximately 1,250 yards. About 
1,150 yards of this is across the dry river bed, and the portion of the bridge 
crossing this is being constructed in the form of a raised causeway with low 
arches 15 to 18 feet wide. The remainder of the bridge over the present course of 
the river near the east bank will be 110 to 120 yards long. Four brick-and-cemenl 
pillars 9 to 10 feet high and about 8 yards apart have been built on the right baiiK 
of the present course of the river. 

Foundations for the pillars of the archways of the raised causeway have been 
laid, and work on this portion of the bridge was in progress. About 100 men 
were at work. No work was being done on the eastern portion of the bridge. 

Three lorries were being used to carry bricks from a brick kiln half a mile 
west of the river bed to the portions of the bridge under construction. 

One Afghan engineer and one European engineer were superintending the 
construction of the bridge. (A) 

23. New Hotel at Girishk. Routes S. W. 

The manager of the hotel at Girishk stated (A) that the Afghan Government 
intend to build a new hotel containing twenty-two rooms about 400 yards south of 
the present hotel, which has three guest rooms only. The foundations have been 
laid, but building had not yet commenced. 

Individuals. 

24. Afghan. 

With reference to Summary No. 16, paragraph 18, the date of arrival m 
Kabul of Ghulam Rasul and his wife was the 4th or 5th January, 1936. He 
therefore did not arrive at the same time as S. Shah Wali Khan (W.W. 585). (B^ 

25. British. 

(a) Major W. R. Hay, C.I.E., counsellor of this Legation, and the militan 
attache arrived in Kandahar on the 16th April, proceeded to Cliaman on the 
17th April, and returned to Kandahar on the 18th April. On the 18th April 
they motored to Dahla (Map 34/E. D-l) via Kohkaran (Map 34/E. C-2), 
Nagahan (Map 34/E. C-2) and Noznai (Map 34/E, D-l), returning to Kandahar 
the same day. 

On the 19th April they motored to the left bank of the Helmand River, 
visited Girishk, and returned to Kandahar in the evening. They left Kandahar 
on the 20th April and arrived in Kabul on the 21st April. 

( b) Captain A. C. Galloway, secretary of this Legation, left Kabul for 
Torkham on the 21st April to meet his Excellency the Governor of the North-Wes! 
Frontier Province, and returned to Kabul on the 23rd April. 

(c) Lieutenant E. B. Studd and Second Lieutenant J. W. Hurndall, 
14th/20th Hussars, arrived at Kabul from Peshawar on the 21st April and stayed 
in this Legation until the 23rd April, when they left for Peshawar. 

(d) His Excellency the Governor of the North-West Frontier Province. 
Sir R. Griffith, K.C.S.I., C.I.E., accompanied by Lady R. Griffith, Lieutenant 
R. Griffith, and Lieutenant P. J. Keen, A.D.C., arrived in Kabul on the 
23rd April and is staying in this Legation. 

(e) Lieutenant-Colonel G. Betham, C.I.E., and Mr. Curie arrived in Kabul 
on the 23rd April from Peshawar and are staying in this Legation. 

(/) Miss E. Williams arrived in Kabul from Peshawar on the 20th April and 
is staying in this Legation. 

26. German. 

Herr Baldow, postal expert in Kabul, is leaving for Peshawar in a few days’ 
time with his wife and daughter. The two latter are proceeding to Germany 
and Herr Baldow will return to Kabul. (A) 






191 


27. Hungarian. 

A man who is believed to be Andor Parkas, alias “ Abdullah Germani,” was 
seen by the counsellor and the military attache of this Legation at Girishk on the 
19th April. He was apparently working on the Helmand bridge and was in the 
company of an Afghan engineer. (B) 

A. S. LANCASTER, Major, 

Military Attache. 

April 25, 1936. 


[N 2884/107/97] No. 58. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden.—(Received June 2.) 

(No. 63. Confidential.) 

&ir, Kabul, May 7, 1936. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for information a copy of the Intelligence 
Summary of the military attache to this Legation, No. 18, dated the 2nd May, 1936. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

(For the Minister), 

W. R. HAY. 


(Secret.) 


Enclosure in No. 58. 

Intelligence Summary No. 18 for the Week ending May 1, 1936. 


General. 


HIS Excellency the Governor of the North-West Frontier Province, Sir 
Ralph Griffith, K.C.S.I., C.I.E., and party left Kabul for Peshawar on the 
29th April. Every effort was made by the Afghan Government to ensure that the 
visit of His Excellency the Governor and party to Kabul should be enjoyable. 

The Islah of the 20th April gave the percentage of the increase in customs 
receipts in various parts of Afghanistan for the year 1314 (1935-36). Some 
remarkable increases are shown, but no actual figures are given. Paragraph 6 
of this summary gives the detail of the increases. 

The Acting Minister of Defence, S. Shah Wali Khan, held a parade and 
march past of the troops of the Kabul garrison on the 29th April. The military 
attache of this Legation was invited to attend this parade in mufti. So far as is 
known this is the first occasion when an invitation has been given to the military 
attache to attend a parade of the troops of the Kabul garrison. Details of the 
parade are given as an appendix to this summary.( l ) 


Kabul. 

2. Civil Aviation. Kahuh-Termez Service. 

(a) The Russian biplane reported to have arrived in Kabul on the 14th April 
had left Kabul on the 25th April. (B) The exact date of its departure is not 
known (Summary No. 16, paragraph 2). 

(b) A Russian biplane, believed to be a P-5 civil mail plane or an R-5 

type military machine, arrived in Kabul on the 27th April. The number of this 
biplane is L.1959. (A) 

3 The Visit of His Excellency the Governor of the North-West Frontier Province 
to Kabul. 

The Afghan Government made every effort to ensure that the visit of His 
Excellency the Governor and party to Kabul should be pleasant and enjoyable. 

( l )Not printed 
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The Afghan Prime Minister gave a dinner to his Excellency the Governor and 
party on the 25th April. Members of His Majesty’s Legation were also invited. 
The Afghan Poreign Minister gave a similar dinner on the 27th April. (A) 

Visits to the Chahil Situn, Istalif, and Paghman were arranged, and lunch 
was provided on each occasion by members of the Afghan Cabinet. A visit to the 
Bala Hissar, and a duck shoot on the Qila Hashmat Marsh were amongst the other 
events arranged for in honour of his Excellency’s visit. 

4. Publication of the Kabul Year Book. 

The Kabul Year Book for the year 1314 (1935-36) has been published, and 
placed on sale during the week. (A) 

5. Disposal of a Case by the High Court in Kabul. 

The Islah of the 15th April gives details of the disposal of a case by the High 
Court in Kabul which throws an interesting light on the working of judicial 
courts in Afghanistan. 

It appears that a well known bad character, Mulla Said Muhammad, was 
accused by the local inhabitants of having committed a murder and was 
sentenced by the preliminary court in the Logar to three years and fifteen days’ 
imprisonment. On appeal, the sentence was increased to six years’ imprisonment. 
The case was sent to the High Court at Kabul for revision, and this court changed 
the sentence of imprisonment to a sentence of death. 

His Majesty the King confirmed the death sentence on the grounds that the 
inhabitants of the Logar had signed a petition stating that the accused was a 
bad character, and that the sentence of death was awarded by the High Court. 


Finance. 


6. Customs Receipts for the Year 1314 (1935-36). 

The Islah of the 20th April gives details of the increased customs receipts in 
various parts of Afghanistan for the year 1314 (1935-36). Only the percentages 
of the increases are given, and not actual figures. 

Increase over previous year— Percentage. 

(a) Kabul Province ... ... ... ... 30 

(b) Kandahar . 13 

(e) Herat . 22 

(cl) Qataghan . 232 

( e) Western Province . 15 

(/) Southern Province . 25^ 

(g) Earah 250 

(h) Maimana ... ... ... ... ... 100 

(i) Andkhui ... ... ... ... ... 18|- 

(j) Mazar-i-Sharif: No increase’ but receipts 

equal to those of the previous year. 


A meeting was held in the Customs House at Kabul to discuss last year’s 
revenue, and the Afghan Prime Minister thanked the Minister of Commerce, the 
managing director of the National Bank, and other officials and traders for their 
efforts in increasing the revenue of the country. 


7. Profits of the Ashami Company and the Afghan Rational Bank . 

The Islah of the 16th April states that the directors of the Afghan National 
Bank and the Ashami Company have decided to pay dividends on the shares of 
these concerns for the next five years on the following scale :— 

Percentage. 


(а) The year 1315 (1936 -37) 20 

(б) The year 1316 (1937-38) 18 

(c) The year 1317 (1938-39) 16 

(d) The year 1318 (1939-40) 15 

(e) The year 1319 (1940-41) 14 
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Any profits in excess of the sums required to pay the above dividends will be 
credited to the reserve funds of these companies. Should profits in any one year 
not be sufficient to pay dividends on the above scale, the amount required to enable 
payment of the authorised dividend will be transferred from reserve funds. 

Trade. 

8. Karakuli (Persian Lambskin) Trade. 

M. Simkha Zadeh recently stated (A) to His Majesty’s Minister that there 
appeared to be some mal entendu between the U.S.S.R. and the Ashami Company 
over the question of Karakuli (Persian lambskins). He thought the reason might 
be the question of the 120,000 sheep which the Soviet have taken from 
Afghanistan. 

He said that the result is that the Ashami Company is more anxious to sell 
Karakuli to London now. The total crop of skins this year he estimates at not 
less than 1 million. Of this number an American firm, represented by Mr. Stern, 
has contracted for the purchase of 200,000, and 200,000 are reserved for Germany. 
M. Zadeh hopes to complete a contract for the supply of 200,000 skins next week. 

The Ashami Company’s original offer was for a partnership with the Hudson 
Bay Company, the latter company to pay 85 per cent, of the purchase price, and 
profits of the sale of skins in London to be shared. The Ashami Company, 
however, is now prepared to offer better terms. 

M. Zadeh said that the Ashami Company was making big profits, and had 
eighteen subsidiary companies working in the north of Afghanistan. 

A skin landed in Kabul cost the Ashami Company about 19 Indian rupees, 
and skins were sold in Kabul for export at an average of not less than 22 Indian 
rupees. These skins were being sold in London at an average of £2 per skin. 

The main profits of the Ashami Company are made in Kabul, not London. 
The Karakuli trade, he said, depended largely on the American market, which 
took about 20 per cent, of the skins (Summary No. 14, paragraph 11). 

The Press. 

9. Religious Persecution in the U.S.S.R. 

The Islah of the 11th April publishes a statement issued by the Soviet 
Embassy in Kabul to the effect that there is no persecution of individuals on 
account of their religious beliefs in the U.S.S.R. Though religion is separate 
from the State in the U.S.S.R., each individual is free to observe his particular 
religion. 

Foreign Relations. 

10. Russo-Afghan Relations. 

The Afghan Minister for Foreign Affairs stated (A) during the week that, 
when he was in Moscow negotiating with the Soviet Government for a renewal 
of the Non-Aggression Pact between Afghanistan and Russia, he heard that the 
Russian authorities had confiscated some 120,000 sheep which had moved into 
Russia from North-West Afghanistan for grazing purposes. He then told the 
Russians that it was absurd to carry on negotiations for a non-aggression pact 
when they had detained such a large number of sheep belonging to Afghanistan 
in Russia, and demanded the return of the sheep. 

The Soviet Government promised to do this, and he then signed the non¬ 
aggression pact (Summary No. 15, paragraph 9). 

Muhammad Karim Khan, of the Afghan Foreign Office, has now been sent 
to Herat to arrange details for the return of the sheep (Summary No. 16, 
paragraph 10). 

The Eastern Province. 

11. Visit of Shinwari Leaders to Kabul. 

Muhammad Alam Khan (W.W. 164) and Muhammad Afzal Khan 
(W.W. 138a) visited Kabul recently, and are said to have approached the Prime 
Minister regarding the restrictions placed on Shinwari motor drivers and on 
Sikh and Hindu traders in the Eastern Province. Muhammad Alam Khan was 
received by King Zahir Shah and given 500 Afghani rupees for expenses. He 
has now returned to his home. Muhammad Afzal Khan is still in Kabul. (B) 

[14927] o 
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The Southern Province. 

12. “ Pakr 

An unknown man, who is said to be young, is reported to have reached 
Macha Madda Khel territory recently and to be in touch with “ Pak.” It is 
stated that little attention is being paid to them a present. (B) 

13. Prevention of Smuggling by Ghilzais. 

P.M. Pir Muhammad Khan (W.W. 500) of Urgun is stated to have left for 
the Gomal area with a view to checking smuggling by nomad Ghilzais. The 
latter are said to have already imported large quantities of goods without paying 
customs duty. (B) 

14. G.M. A bdullah Khan A hmadzai. 

With reference to Summary No. 17, paragraph 11, it is now reported that 
the Zilli Khel Wazirs have sent a demand to G.M. Abdullah Khan of the Urgun 
militia asking him to pay to them the 15,000 Indian rupees or leave Birmal. 
Failing compliance with their demand, they will attack him. (B) 

15. Grant in Aid of the Sons of Khushdil Khan of Gardez. 

It is reported that S. Shah Wali Khan, Acting Minister of Defence, has 
sanctioned an allowance of 300 Afghani rupees per annum to the three sons of 
Honorary G.M. Khushdil Khan of Gardez. The latter is said to be suffering 
from some mental disease. This is the first grant made by S. Shah Wali Khan 
since he returned to Kabul. (B) 

16. Mandher Forest Timber. 

Some Jaji elders are said to have reported to the Afghan Prime Minister 
that timber from the Mandher forest is being constantly taken into British 
territory, and naively suggested that, unless proper supervision by the Govern¬ 
ment is carried out, it would be better to transfer the forest to their charge. (B) 


Afghan Relations with the North-West Frontier Tribes. 

17. Mahsuds. 

(a) F.M. Ramzan Khan Mahsud (W.W. 519a) is reported to have arrived 
in Kabul from Gardez (Summary No. 17, paragraph 15). He was accompanied 
by Lai Shah, the Tank outlaw. (B) 

(b) The sons of F.M. Ramzan Khan are said to have rejoined the Habibia 
School in Kabul. (B) 

18. Madat Khan Tori Khel Wazir. 

It is reported that the Afghan Government are trying to obtain a refund of 
3,000 Afghani rupees from Madat Khan, the Wazir “ doctor.” This sum is 
said to have been given to him some years ago for propaganda work in 
Waziristan. He was also granted an allowance of 200 Afghani rupees per 
annum, but this has now been withheld pending the settlement of his accounts. 
He was given a grant of land at Serai Khoja, Koh-i-Daman (Summary No. 15, 
paragraph 15). (B) 


Sinkiang Affairs. 

19. Muhammad Amin Khan, ex-Amir of Khotan. 

Ghulam Hussain of Yarkand, China, at present in business in Kabul, 
recently called on an officer of this Legation and stated (A) that Muhammad Amin 
Khan, ex-Amir of Khotan, wished to have an interview with His Majesty s 
Minister in connexion with Sinkiang affairs. He gave the impression that 
Muhammad Amin was anxious to proceed to India, and that Muhammad Amni 
was of the opinion that the position of Khoja Niaz had improved. 

Should Ghulam Hussain make further efforts to secure an interview with 
His Majesty’s Minister for Muhammad Amin Khan, he will be informed that 
His Majesty’s Minister is unable to grant him an interview. 
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The Army. 

20. Military Parade Ground at Mazar-i-Sharif. 

The Islah of the 11th April states that a military parade ground 960 metres 
long and 331 metres broad is being made at Mazar-i-Sharif. 

21. Engagement of a Japanese Engineer. 

It is understood that the Afghan Ministry of Defence have engaged a 
Japanese engineer for the construction of buildings at a salary of £45 per 
mensem. (B) 

22. Ihzaria School. 

Some Khost students of the Ihzaria School in Kabul are said to have deserted 
and their present whereabouts is unknown. (B) 

23. Transfers of Officers. 

(a) With reference to Summary No. 14, paragraph 30, G.M. Muhammad 
Ayaz Khan Afridi has arrived in Kabul and is awaiting orders to proceed to 
Kandahar. (B) 

(b) It is reported that G.M. Muhammad Aslam Khan has been transferred 
to Kahi in place of G.M. Muhammad Ayaz Khan, who is under orders to proceed 
to Kandahar. (B) 

(c) G.M. Ahmad Shah Khan Orakzai was to have relieved G.M. Muhammad 

Ayaz Khan, but the Governor of the Eastern Province is said to have detained 
him in Jalalabad (Summary No. 14, paragraph 30). (B) 

24. Parade and March-Past of the Kabul Garrison. 

The Acting Minister of Defence, S. Shah Wali Khan (W.W. 585), held a 
parade of the troops of the Kabul garrison on the Sherpur aerodrome at 
1000 hours on the 29th April. After giving a Royal Salute, the troops marched 
past the Acting Minister of Defence. 

The British military attache received a verbal invitation to attend the 
parade in mufti from S. Shah Wali Khan. The Russian military attache was 
not present, the only other European on the parade ground was Major W. Schenk, 
the German instructor at the Afghan Senior Officers’ School. He was wearing 
mufti. (A) 

Details of the parade are given in an appendix attached to this summary.(') 


Individuals. 

25. British. 

(a) His Excellency the Governor of the North-West Frontier Province, 
Sir R. Griffith, K.C.S.I., C.I.E., and party left Kabul for Peshawar on the 
29th April (Summary No. 17, paragraph 25 (d )). 

(b) Lieutenant-Colonel G. Betham, C.I.E., and Mr. Curie left Kabul for 
Kandahar and Chaman on the 26th April (Summary No. 17, paragraph 25 ( e)). 

(c) Captain T. Rigby, M.C., G.S.O., Illrd Northern Command, and 
Mr. M. P. O’C. Tandy, 12th Mountain Battery, R.A., arrived in Kabul from 
Peshawar on the 26th April and stayed in this Legation until the 1st May, 
when they left for Peshawar. 

(d) Captain R. A. Milne, R.E., Garrison Engineer, Peshawar, arrived in 
Kabul on the 30th April from Peshawar and is staying in this Legation. 

(e) Lieutenant R. C. Orgill, R.E., and Second Lieutenant J. C. Orgill, 
14th Punjab Regiment, arrived in Kabul from Peshawar on the 1st May and 
ure staying in this Legation. 

26. Czechoslovak. 

M. J. O. Sulc, a representative of Messrs. Skoda in Kabul, is stated to have 
arrived in Kabul. (B) 


o 2 


[149271 


(■) Not printed. 
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27. German. 

(a) With reference to Summary No. 17, paragraph 26, M. Baldow’s car is 
stated to have been driven by Otto Herman, a German engineer who is proceeding 
to Germany via India. (B) 

(b) M. Boda E. Barth, who arrived in Kabul on or about the 19th February, 
is stated to be employed as a clerk in the German Legation. (A) 

(c) M. Hans Wohrl, a merchant, is reported to have arrived in Kabul early 
in April 1936. He was employed in a German trading company in Kabul before 
the revolution. At the time of the revolution he escaped to India via Pai'achinar. 
He returned to Kabul in 1934 and was employed for a short time in the German 
Legation, after that he returned to Germany and became an active member of 
the Nazi party. He is believed to hold an important official position in the 
Nazi party. (B) 

He has now come to Kabul ostensibly to settle a dispute between a German 
trading company and the Afghan Government, and is said to have instructions 
from the German Government to report on the position of German trade in 
Afghanistan, and the general economic condition of the country. 


28. Italian. 

(a) Mile. Giuseppina Krachner, a nurse in the employ of a sister of 
S. Muhammad Naim Khan (W.W. 464 a), is stated to be returning to Italy 
shortly. (B) 

(b) M. Aristide Rosnardi, an armourer employed by the Afghan Government, 
is proceeding to Peshawar shortly and intends to stay there for ten days. (B) 


May 2, 1936. 


A. S. LANCASTER, Major, 

Military A ttache. 


[N 2995/107/97] No. 59. 

Major Hay to Air. Eden.—(Received June 8.) 

(No. 66. Confidential.) 

Sir, Kabul, May 15, 1936. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for information a copy of the Intelligence 
Summary of the military attache to this Legation, No. 19, dated the 9th May, 1936. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

W. R. HAY. 


Enclosure in No. 59. 

(Secret.) 

Intelligence Summary No. 19 for the Week ending May 8, 1936, 

General. 


VARIOUS reports indicate that the trade and economic condition of 
Afghanistan is steadily improving. Paragraphs 5, 7 and 9 of this summary give 
details. 

The Afghan Government Mint in Kabul is said to have recommenced 
operations, and to be minting various coins again. 

The Burma Shell Oil Company has, it is stated, signed the revised contract 
for the supply of petrol and oil to the Afghan Petrol Company. 

The Afghan Government are continuing their efforts this year to prevent 
smuggling by nomad Ghilzais returning to Afghanistan from India. 

The other ranks of the Afghan army are said to be still disappointed at the 
small increase in their pay, and are apparently comparing their increase with the 
liberal increases said to have been given to civil and military officers. 
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Kabul. 

2. Increase of Pay for Civil Officials. 

With reference to Summary No. 16, paragraph 13, the increases of pay for 
civil officials are said to be :— 

(a) Ilaqadars (officials in charge of small areas): Old rate of pay, 600-700 

Afghani rupees per annum. New rate of pay, 1,200 Afghani rupees 
per annum. 

(b) Hakims (Governors of minor districts): Old rate of pay, 100-125 

Afghani rupees per month. New rate of pay, 200-250 Afghani rupees 
per month. No other details are available yet. (B) 

3. Release of Political Prisoners. 

Requests for the release of political prisoners, such as N. S. Jan Baz Khan 
Charkhi (W.W. 389), Ghulam Dastgir Khan “ Qila Begi ” (W.W. 270) and 
Saiyid Qasim Khan, are said to have been made. So far none of the above persons 
have been released. (B) 

4. Hydro-Electric Schemes. 

(a) It is stated that four engines for generating electricity are to be installed 
at Sheikhabad (Map 38/B., D-4). The plant is said to be intended to supply both 
Kabul and Ghazni Cities with electric energy. (C) 

(b) It is rumoured that three engines for generating electricity for 
Kabul City are to be installed near the Mahipur Falls in the Tangi Gharu 
(Map 38/F., M-55). (C) 

Finance. 

5. The A fghan National Bank. 

The Islah of the 27th April, in reviewing the progress made by various 
banking and trading concerns during the year 1314 (1935-36), makes the 
following statements:— 

(a) That the current accounts of Afghan traders with the National Bank 

have increased by 500 per cent. 

(b) That the capital of the Afghan National Bank in the year 1312 (1933-34) 

was 7,400,000 Afghani rupees, that in 1313 (1934-35) it had increased 
to 9,800,000 Afghani rupees, and that in 1314 (1935-36) it was 
13 million Afghani rupees. 

The bank is starting the year 1315 (1936-37) with a capital of 21 million Afghani 
rupees. 

6. The Mint in Kabul. 

(a) A recent report states that the Mint in Kabul suspended its operations 
until the position regarding the issue of Afghan currency notes had been fully 
considered. 

The Mint is now said to have commenced its operations again, and to be 
manufacturing gold, sib er and copper coins. (C) 

The gold coins are said to have a value of 100 Afghani rupees and 50 Afghani 
rupees. 

(b) It is rumoured that gold coins are to be issued in about a month's 
time. (C) 

Trade. 

7. General Economic Position in Afghanistan. 

Abdul Majid Khan (W.W. 72a), managing director of the Afghan National 
Bank, stated (A) during the week that the general economic position in 
Afghanistan was improving, and that they had nearly succeeded in balancing 
their trade. 

Their trade relations with Russia and Germany were now on a satisfactory 
basis, but whereas twenty-five years ago 64 per cent, of their imports came from 
Great Britain, the figure had now fallen to less than 5 per cent. They no longer 
imported textiles from Lancashire, and 66 per cent, of the piece-goods imported 
into Afghanistan came from Japan, who took nothing in return. 
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198 


He said that Afghanistan was anxious to buy machinery from Great Britain, 
but could not afford to pay cash for it. 

This machinery was required to develop internal trade in manufactured 
goods, and he mentioned £1 million as the sum Afghanistan would like to spend 
on the purchase of machinery. 

8. Proposed Visit of the Managing Director of the Afghan National Bank to 

Iran and Europe. 

Abdul Majid Khan (W.W. 72a), managing director of the Afghan National 
Bank and the Ashami Company, told the military attache (A) that he was 
proceeding to Europe at the end of June or in July, and would travel via Iran. 

He said that he was particularly interested in the sugar, cotton, wool and 
other factories in Iran, and would make a tour of these, if permitted, with a 
view to deciding whether the establishment of these factories had been a success 
in Iran or not. He said he was anxious to have similar concerns in Afghanistan. 

He expressed concern at the increase in the air force in Iran, and said he 
hoped to see something of this force while there. He said that he had heard that 
the Iranian army had been equipped on modern lines, and wondered why such 
enormous sums of money were spent on it. 

After his visit to Iran, he hoped to visit Berlin, and then London (Summary 
No. 5, paragraph 5). 

9. Persian Lambskin Trade. 

(a) The Tslah of the 27th April states that about 1,200,000 Persian lamb¬ 
skins are exported annually from Afghanistan, and that during the year 1314 
(1935-36) 94 per cent, of the supply of skins has been sold. 

The net profit to Afghan traders in these skins for the year 1314 (1935-36) 
is said to be 22 million Afghani rupees. 

(b) Mr. Roberson-Taylor stated (A) that Persian lambskins available for 
export in Afghanistan this year will be approximately 1,100,000. This season’s 
average price is about 20 Indian rupees, excluding customs export duty of 
2 Indian rupees per skin. Afghan farmers are paid an average of 16 Indian 
rupees per skin. 

The Ashami Company is said to have concluded a contract with an American 
firm for the sale of 200,000 skins (Summary No. 18, paragraph 8). 

10. Import of Cotton Seed. 

The I si ah of the 27 th April states that 48,000 seers (768,000 lb. 
approximately) of cotton seed has been purchased and imported from America, 
Egypt and Russia. The seed is to be distributed by the Northern United 
Company to farmers in the north of Afghanistan. The Afghan National Bank 
is said to be negotiating for the sale of the potential cotton crop in the northern 
provinces for a period of three years. The minimum cotton production is 
estimated to be 12,000 tons. 

11. Petrol. 

It is now understood that the Afghan Petrol Company and the Burma Shell 
Oil Company have signed the contract for the supply of petrol by the latter to 
the former company (Summary No. 11, paragraph 15). 

Southern Province. 

12. Prevention of Smuggling by Ghilzais. 

With reference to Summary No. 18, paragraph 13, E.M. Pir Muhammad 
Khan (W.W. 500) of IJrgun is still reported to be in the Gomal area. Some 
fighting of a minor nature is stated to have occurred between the nomad Ghilzais 
and the troops under Pir Muhammad Khan over the collection of customs duty. 
Some troops are stated to have left Gardez for the Gomal area. (B) 

13. Conversion to Islam of a Hindu Girl at Bannu. 

Certain agitators are said to have despatched letters to Afghan subjects in 
the Southern Province who live on the borders of Waziristan, soliciting their 
help. (B) 





14. Smuggling in Tani Country. 

It is reported that a customs officer, with a few assistants, waylaid some 
nomads at Daragi (Map 38/G., W-8692), in Tani country, with a view to 
recovering customs duty on some goods carried by camels. A fight ensued and 
the customs officer and one of his assistants were killed. (B) 


Afghan Relations with North-West Frontier Tribes. 

15. Para Chamkannis. 

It is reported that Adam Gul Haji Khel Para Chamkanni has returned to 
his home. His two sons are now stated to be attending the Ihzaria School in 
Kabul (Summary No. 15, paragraph 19, and Summary No. 16, paragraph 9). (B) 


Sinkiang Affairs. 

16. Qurbanullah Khan. 

A report recently received states that when Qurbanullah Khan was in Kabul 
he gave 12,000 Indian rupees to Colonel Makki Bey, a Turkish instructor 
employed by the Afghan Ministry of Defence, and Dr. Ramze, a Turk in Kabul, 
for the purpose of carrying out propaganda in Kabul. Qurbanullah is now 
trying to recover this money through Muhammad Hussain Khan of Yarkand, on 
the grounds that the two Turks mentioned above did nothing to further his 
cause. (B) 

The Army. 

17. Factions in the Ministry of Defence. 

With reference to Summary No. 12, paragraph 20, the faction feeling 
between rival parties of officers in the Afghan Ministry of Defence is again 
reported to be acute. The first party is said to consist of :— 

(a) F.M. Ahmad Ali Khan (W.W. 141), Adjutant-General. 

(b) N. S. Sher Ahmad Khan (W.W. 602a), Quartermaster-General. 

(c) F.M. Saiyid Hasan Khan (W.W. 336), Master-General of Ordnance. 

(d) F.M. Abdul Ghani Khan, “ Qila Begi.” 

(e) G.M. Saiyid Ali Khan, Judge Advocate-General. 

(f) G.M. Mustafa Khan, Deputy Chief of the General Staff. 

(g) G.M. Said Muhammad Akbar Khan, Director of Training. 

(h) K.M. Zakriya Khan, editor of the Army Magazine. 

The second party is said to consist of :— 

(a) F.M. Abdul Ghafur Khan (W.W. 28), Chief of the General Staff. 

(b) F.M. Muhammad Umar Khan (W.W. 650), of the Committee of Reforms. 

(c) F.M. Asadullah Khan (W.W. 199), General Officer Commanding, Guards 

Division. 

(d) F.M. Ali Shah Khan (W.W. 180), Commandant, Harbiya College. 

( e) Muhammad Umar Khan, Director of Intelligence. 

The first party is stated to have been in favour when S. Shah Mahmud Khan 
(W.W. 414) was present in Kabul. The second party is said to have more 
influence now that S. Shah Wali Khan (W.W. 585) is Acting Minister of 
Defence. IB) 

The Chief of the General Staff is reported to be attempting to obtain the 
transfer from the Ministry of Defence of (/), (g) and ( h ) of the first party, and is 
also stated to have told F.M. Ahmad Ali Khan that he would shoot him if he 
interfered with his departmental work again. 

18. Ahmadzai Recruiting. 

The Ahmadzais of Altimur, Logar, have, it is stated, been ordered to supply 
170 recruits. As they have not supplied recruits for the army in the past, they 
are attempting to secure exemption on the ground that they are nomads. (B) 
[14927] o 4 
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19. Recruiting in Koh-i-Daman. 

Pressure is being brought to bear on the inhabitants of Koh-i-Daman to 
supply recruits, and there is stated to be a certain amount of latent dissatisfaction 
as a result. (B) 

20. Increase of Pay in the A rmy. 

With reference to Summary No. 17, paragraph 19, the rank and file of the 
Afghan army are said to be greatly disappointed at the small increase in their 
pay. Details of the actual increase are still lacking, but the men of the ranks 
have apparently been comparing their increase with the increases sanctioned 
for civil and military officers. In this connexion, see paragraph 2 of this 
summary. (B) 

21. Cavalry sent to Gardez. 

Some 400 men of the guards cavalry are said to have left Kabul for Gardez. 
The reason for the despatch of these troops is not known, but it is presumed the 
move is a temporary one in connexion with the despatch of troops from Gardez 
to the Gomal area for the prevention of smuggling by nomad Ghilzais. (B) 


Foreign Missions. 

22. German. 

Dr. Ziemke, German Minister in Kabul, accompanied by Frau Ziemke, left 
Kabul for Kandahar on the 3rd May, and intends to visit Quetta. (B) 


Individuals. 

23. American. 

Mi 1 . E. A. Waters and Mrs. Waters arrived in Kabul from Peshawar on 
the 6th May and stayed in this Legation until the 9th May, when they left for 
Peshawar. 

24. British. 

(а) Lieutenant-Colonel D. Pott, C.I.E., D.S.O., M.C., Gth D.C.O. Lancers, 
and Major E. J. Fulton, Skinner’s Horse, arrived in Kabul from Peshawar on 
the 1st May, and stayed in this Legation until the 8th May, when they left 
for Peshawar. During their stay in Kabul they visited Bamian. 

(б) Major J. R. L. Bradshaw, Secretary to the Government of the North- 
West Frontier Province, and Mrs. Bradshaw arrived in Kabul from Peshawar 
on the 4th May, and stayed in this Legation until the 9th May, when they 
returned to Peshawar. 

(c) Lieutenant R. C. Orgill, R.E., 2nd Lieutenant J. C. Orgill, 14th Punjab 
Regiment, and Mrs. Orgill left Kabul for Peshawar on the 5th May (Summary 
No. 18, paragraph 25 (e )). 

(d) Dr. C. S. Fox, Director of the Geological Survey, Government of India, 
arrived in Kabul from Peshawar on the 7th May, and is staying in this Legation. 

The services of Dr. Fox have been lent by the Government of India to the 
Afghan Government for a period of two months in order to advise the latter on 
coal mines in Afghanistan. 

(e) Mr. D. P. Storey, a representative of the Imperial Tobacco Company, 
arrived in Kabul from Peshawar on the 7th May. 

A. S. LANCASTER, Major, 

Military A ttache. 


Kabul, May 9, 1930. 
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[N 3101/107/97] No. 60. 

Major Hay to Mr. Eden .— (Received June 15.) 

(No. 69. Confidential.) 

Sir, Kabul. May 21, 1936. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for information a copy of the Intelligence 
Summary of the military attache to this Legation, No. 20, dated the 
lGth May, 1936. 

2. I have no comments to oft'er. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

W. R. HAY. 


Enclosure in No. 60. 

(Secret.) 

Intelligence Summary No. 20 for the Week ending May 15, 1936. 

General. 

THE French mining experts mentioned in Summary No. 17, paragraph 6, 
have arrived in Kabul, and are to tour for a period of three months in the 
Provinces of Herat, Maimana and Mazar-i-Sharif. 

The protocol renewing the Afghan-Soviet Treaty of Neutrality and 
Non-Aggression, which was signed on the 29th March, 1936, extends the validity 
of the treaty until March 1946 (Summary No. 15, paragraph 9). 

The concentration of Sikh families in Jalalabad and Laghman from outlying 
districts of the Eastern Province is in progress. The attempts made by the Sikhs 
to postpone this move are said to have been of no avail. 

The Afghan Government are stated to be again trying to secure the voluntary 
transfer of families of tribesmen of the Eastern and Southern Provinces to the 
Koh-i-Daman area. 

Kabul. 

2. Civil Aviation. Kabul-Termez Service. 

(a) A Russian biplane (type R-5 military or P-5 mail plane) arrived in Kabul 
on the 10th May and left Kabul on the 12th May. (A) 

( b ) The Russian biplane which arrived in Kabul on the 27th April had left 

Kabul on the 2nd May. The exact date of its departure is not known (Summary 
No. 18, paragraph 2 ( b )). (A) 

3. Mahmud Jan (WAV. 415). 

With reference to Summary No. 12, paragraph 6, it is now reported that 
Mahmud Jan has been tried by the Shariat Court and sentenced to be stoned to 
death for the murder of his son. The same sentence has been passed on the wife 
of his son. The sentences have not yet been confirmed by the High Court. (B) 

4. Anti-Government Propaganda. 

Some anti-Government elements are said to be making capital out of a 
proposal to start a midwifery course in Kabul, and spreading rumours that 
female education is being introduced again in the female hospital, Kabul. (C) 

5. Change of Appointments. 

(a) M. Dollot, the French Minister in Kabul, stated that Ahmed Ali Jan is 
to be appointed Afghan Minister in London shortly, and that Ali Muhammad 
Khan (W.W. 179) would return to Kabul and be appointed Minister of 
Education. (B) 
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(6) It is reported that Rahimullah Khan (W.W. 518), Minister of Posts and 
Telegraphs, is to be appointed Afghan Minister at Berlin in place of Allah 
Niwaz Khan (W.W. 182). (B) 

6. Visit of French Mining Experts to Afghanistan. 

With reference to Summary No. 17, paragraph 6, it is reported that the 
French mining experts left Kabul for Kandahar on the 14th May, and expect to 
be on tour in Afghanistan for a period of three months. They are to visit Herat, 
Maimana and Mazar-i-Sharif with a view to making a geological survey of these 
provinces. (B) 

On their return the Afghan Government will consider their report and decide 
what further action is necessary in order to exploit possible oil-bearing areas. 

It is stated that the members of the French geological party were not aware 
that the Afghan Government had been negotiating with American oil interests 
until they reached Kabul. 

7. Death of Member of the Afghan National Council. 

The Islah of the 11th May announces the death of Ghulam Nabi Khan 
Majaddadi, the representative of Jurm, Badakhshan, on the Afghan National 
Council. 

Finance. 

8. Exchange Rate of the Afghani Rupee. 

(a) It is stated that the Afghan National Bank have encouraged the circula¬ 
tion of a rumour to the effect that the exchange rate of the Afghani rupee is to 
be raised by about 10 per cent, in the near future. The result is that the public 
have recently been buying Afghani rupees, and the National Bank is stated to 
have a large amount of foreign exchange on its hands, and to be at times short 
of Afghani rupees. (C) 

(b) The Afghani is stated to have more value in the provinces and India 
than in Kabul. In Kandahar the rate of exchange is 347 Afghani rupees per 
100 Indian rupees and in other provinces similar rates prevail. (A) 

Trade. 

9. Dismissal of the Managing Director of the Petrol Company. 

(a) The Afghan Prime Minister is said to have dismissed Ghulam Haider 
Khan, the managing director of the Afghan Petrol Company. It is stated that 
the latter was in the habit of selling Russian petrol as Indian petrol after having 
transferred it to 2-gallon tins. The transaction proved profitable, and he is said 
to have bought land and houses with the money. (B) 

(b) The Islah of the 9th May announces that the Ashami Company has now 
taken over the running of the petrol company and appointed its own provincial 
agents. 

10. Transport of Goods from Europe to A fghanistan via the Caspian Route. 

A recent report states that the Black Sea-Caspian Canal has been completed, 
and that the Russians are now offering to convey goods from European ports via 
the Caspian route to Northern Afghanistan at very much lower rates than those 
at which it is possible to transport goods from Europe to the Indo-Afghan 
frontier via Karachi. (C) 

11. Board of Directors of the Ashami Company. 

The Islah of the 2nd May states that Ivhair Muhammad Khan, the officer- 
in-charge of the accounts section of the Ashami Company, has been elected a 
director of the company. 

12. Formation of a Neiv Company at Kandahar. 

Mr. Roberson-Taylor stated (A) that the proposal for the formation of a new 
trading company (the Shirkat-i-Watan) at Kandahar has been approved by the 
Afghan Cabinet. He said the new company had not been given a monopoly for 
the purchase of wool, but that exports of wool could only be carried out in future 
through this company. 
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13. Persian Lambskin Trade. 

Mr. J. Stern stated (A) that he had arranged to purchase 250,000 Persian 
lambskins from the Ashami Company in Kabul for sale in England and America 
The total purchase price was approximately £400,000. He states that the 
Afghans are allowing him to pick his skins and appear very anxious to sell their 
skins in London (Summary No. 18, paragraph 8). 

14. The Formation of a Cloth Manufacturing Company. 

The Islah of the 6th May announces that a cloth manufacturing company is 
to be formed under the auspices of the Ashami Company and the Afghan 
National Bank. The total capital is to be 51 million Afghanis in shares of 
100 Afghani rupees each. The Afghan Government are to take up 100,000 
shares, the Afghan National Bank 75,000 shares and companies interested in the 
Persian lambskin trade 180,000 shares; and the Afghan National Bank are to 
offer for sale to the public the balance of 155,000 shares. 

The company is to be managed by the Afghan National Bank for a period of 
three years. The construction of the factory and the necessary electric power 
station is to be completed by the end of the year 1316 (1937-38). An order for 
the factory machinery is to be placed abroad in 1315 (1936-37). 

Amarud Din has been appointed technical adviser, and offices for the new 
company were opened in the National Bank in Kabul on the 30th April, 1936. 

15. Contract for the Transport of Petrol. 

The Ashami Company is reported to have given a contract for the transport 
of petrol from Peshawar to Torkham, Jalalabad, Eatehabad, Kabul, Gardez, 
Ghazni and Charikar to Messrs. Jaimal and Co. (Tirah Sikhs). The rate is 
said to be 0-70 Afghani rupees per gallon, or 1-14-0 Indian rupees per maund. (B) 

16. Appointment of Managing Director of the United Northern Company. 
Muhammad Umar Khan, the late representative of the Ashami Company in 

London, is reported to have been appointed managing director of the United 
Northern Company, which has its headquarters at Mazar-i-Sharif. (B) 

Foreign Relations. 

17. Afghan-Soviet Treaty of Non-Aggression. 

With reference to Summary No. 15, paragraph 9, it is now reported that the 
protocol renewing the Afghan-Soviet Treaty of Neutrality and Non-Aggression 
of 1931 was signed in Moscow on the 29th March, 1936. The protocol exends the 
validity of the treaty until March 1946. (A) 

Eastern Province. 

18. The Concentration of Sikh Families. 

The concentration of Sikh families in Jalalabad and Laghman from outlying- 
districts is proceeding. It is stated that there are about 900 families of Sikhs 
in the Eastern Province : eighty of these are now in Laghman, 150 at Sultanpur, 
thirty at Lalpura and the remainder in Jalalabad. (B) The Sikhs in Jalalabad 
are said to be suffering much inconvenience owing to lack of accommodation. 
(Summary No. 2, paragraph 18.) 

19. Settlement of Tribesmen of the Eastern Province in the Koh-i-Daman. 

The Afghan Prime Minister is stated to have asked the sons of the late 
Malik Muhammad Jan Khugiani to submit lists of the families of their tribe who 
are prepared to accept land in the Koh-i-Daman and settle there. (B) 

Southern Province. 

20. Mandher Forest Timber. 

With reference to Summary No. 18, paragraph 16, the Afghan Prime 
Minister is reported to have interviewed Jaji elders in this connexion and 
informed them that a committee would be appointed to examine the whole question 
with a view to allotting a portion of the forest to them, and submitting 
recommendations for the better management of the rest of the forest. (B) 
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21. Settlement of Tribesmen of the Southern Province in the Koh-i-Daman. 

The Afghan Prime Minister is stated to have asked for lists of families of 

Jaji tribesmen in the Southern Province who are prepared to settle in the 
Koh-i-Daman if land is allotted to them. (B) 

22. The Governor of the Southern Province. 

With reference to Summary No. 15, paragraph 12, the leaders of the Southern 
Province are said to have had an interview with S. Shah Wali Khan (W.W. 585) 
on the 6th May and again pressed for the transfer of F. M, Muhammad Afzal 
Khan (W.W. 138) from the province. Shah Wali Khan is reported to have told 
them that he would discuss the matter with the King and the Prime Minister. (B) 


The North-West Frontier of India. 

23. Forgery of Indian Currency Notes in Tirah. 

A recent report states that Qazi Hazrat Gul, Malik Din Khel Afridi of 
Qazian village, Kalu Khel Ilaqa, is one of the principal forgers of Indian 
currency notes. He is stated to have served in the Indian army at Quetta and also 
as a khassadar. His assistants are said to be a blacksmith who works a 
duplicator, and another man who is a Malik Din Khel Afridi. They forge 
10-Indian-rupee notes, but no specimen of their work is available in Kabul. (B) 


Afghan Relations with North-West Frontier Tribes. 

24. Wazirs. 

Timar Khan, Saifali Wazir, and Honorary G. M. Ghulam Khan, Saifali 
Wazir, are still in Kabul and awaiting an interview with the King. (Summary 
No. 17, paragraph 16.) 

Other Wazirs who came to Kabul with them are said to have returned to their 
homes. (B) 

Nur Muhammad Khan, Paipali Wazir, the father of F. M. Balia Jan, is 
also stated to be in Kabul awaiting an interview. 

Sinkiang Affairs. 

25. The ex-Amir of Khotan. 

With reference to Summary No. 18, paragraph 19, Ghulam Hussain has been 
informed that His Majesty’s Minister is unable to grant the ex-Amir of Khotan 
an interview. (A) 

The Army. 

26. Change of Appointment. 

With reference to Summary No. 18, paragraph 23 (a), the Islah of the 
2nd May states that G. M. Muhammad Ayaz Khan has been appointed to the 
command of the 1st Cavalry Brigade of the Farah Division. 

27. Attempted Burglary by Soldiers. 

It is stated that fourteen soldiers of the Guards Division attempted to burgle 
the house of N. S. Abdul Ghani Khan Muhammadzai on the night of the 13th May. 
The police opened fire, and one soldier was wounded and two others arrested. (B) 

His Majesty’s Legation. 

28. His Majesty's Minister Proceeds on Leave. 

His Majesty’s Minister, accompanied by Mrs. W. K. Fraser-Tytler, left 
Kabul for Peshawar en route to Simla on the 10th May. 


Foreign Missions. 

29. German. 

With reference to Summary No. 19, paragraph 22, Dr. Ziemke and 
Frau Ziemke cancelled their visit to Quetta, but visited Kandahar. (B) 
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30. French. 

M. Dollot, the French Minister in Kabul, stated during the week that he is 
to be appointed “ Directeur des Archives ” at the Quai d’Orsay, and will be 
leaving Kabul about the 1st September, 1936. His successor is to be M. du Faure 
de la Prade, who succeeded him as consul-general at Milan. (A) 


Individuals. 

31. Afghan. 

Abdullah Khan, son of Abdul Ahmad Khan, a mudir in the Afghan Prime 
Minister’s office, is proceeding to India shortly on a pleasure trip. (B) 

32. American. 

Mr. W. N. Koelz, of the United States Department of Agriculture, 
Washington, arrived in Kabul from Peshawar on the 12th May and, after a stay 
of a few days, will return to Peshawar. (B) 

33. British. 

(a) Dr. J. S. Anderson and Captain A. V. O’Brien, I.M.S., arrived in Kabul 
from Peshawar on the 10th May and are staying in this Legation. They left 
Kabul on a visit to Bamian on the 13th May. 

(b) Mr. J. Stern, a director of Messrs. Fureenbond Brokers (London) 
(Limited), arrived in Kabul from Peshawar during April. (A) 

34. Indian. 

(a) Mr. Muhammad Abdul Aziz, Reuter’s agent in Kabul, left Kabul for 
India via Torkham on the 15th May. His return to Kabul is doubtful. (B) 

(b) Mr. Muhammad Tuffail Malkana arrived in Kabul from Peshawar during 
the week. He has been engaged by the Afghan Government as a professor in the 
Habibia College. (A) 

35. Japanese. 

Mr. Sahei Suzuki, a representative of Messrs. Mitsui Bussan Kaisha, 
(Limited), and Mrs. Suzuki left Kabul on the 5th May for Peshawar en route to 
Japan. (B) 

36. Turk. 

Halid Rajab Bey, Director of Music in the Afghan army, returned from 
leave to Kabul on the 8th May. (Summary No. 7, paragraph 21 ( b ).) (A) 

I have, &c. 

A. S. LANCASTER, Major, 
Military A ttache. 

Kabul , May 16, 1936. 


| N 3251/107/97] No. 61. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden.—(Received June 22.) 

(No. 74. Confidential.) 

oir, Kabul, May 29, 1936. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for information a copy of the Intelligence 
Summary of the military attache to this Legation, No. 21, dated the 23rd May, 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

(For the Minister), 
W. R. HAY. 
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Enclosure in No. 61. 

(Secret.) 

Intelligence Summary No. 21 for the Week ending May 22, 1936. 

General. 

IT is reported that King Zahir Shah is desirous of exercising his Royal 
prerogative regarding the confirmation of death sentences and the grant of 
monopolies. His uncle S. Shah Wali Khan (W.W. 585) is said to be supporting 
his claim to exercise these rights. 

Orders have been issued to the effect that all officers and officials who are 
likely to serve amongst Pushtu-speaking tribes are to learn Pushtu. 

A clash between Afghan Government troops and Sulaiman Khel smugglers 
is reported to have taken place near Gardez, resulting in casualties on both sides. 
Details are given in paragraph 14 of this summary. 

The efforts of the leaders of the Southern Province to secure the transfer of 
the Governor of the Southern Province, F. M. Muhammad Afzal Khan 
(W.W. 138), have so far been unsuccessful. A strong combination of leaders is 
now said to have been formed, and further efforts to oust this apparently 
unpopular Governor from the Southern Province are likely to be made. The 
leaders seem to have sunk their party differences and are said to be indulging in 
anti-Government propaganda. They may feel that the absence of S. Shah 
Mahmud Khan (W.W. 414) in Europe gives them an excellent opportunity to 
attain their object. A list of the leaders taking part in this movement is given in 
paragraph 9 of this summary. 

Kabul. 

2. Administration. 

It is stated that King Zahir Shah is insisting that all sentences of death 
should be submitted to him for confirmation, and that monopolies should not be 
granted without his approval. (B) 

S. Shah Wali Khan (W.W. 585), the Acting Minister of Defence, is said to 
be supporting the demands of the King, but the Afghan Prime Minister, 
Muhammad Hashim Khan (W.W. 337), is not in favour of the proposals. 

3. The Governor of Ghazni recalled to Kabul. 

It is reported that Adam Khan (W.W. 136), Governor of Ghazni, has been 
recalled to Kabul. The visit of F. M. Ahmad Ali Khan and F. M. S. Asadullah 
Khan to Ghazni, mentioned in paragraph 17 of this summary, is said to be 
connected with the recall of the Governor. The officiating General Officer 
Commanding at Ghazni, G. M. Abdul Qayum Khan, is stated to be acting as 
Governor in addition to his other duties. (B) 

4. Encouragement of the Use of Pushtu. 

It is repoited that the King, on the advice of the Prime Minister, has issued 
an order requiring officers and officials who are likely to serve amongst Pushtu¬ 
speaking tribes to learn Pushtu. (B) 

5. Raid on a Village Headman's House. 

With reference to Summary No. 17, paragraph 4, it is stated that as a result 
of the representations of the Hazrat of Shor Bazar (W.W. 256), the Prime 
Minister has ordered the cessation of police surveillance on the house of 
Akhundzada Abdullah Jan of Ghazah, Koh-i-Daman. The case is being further 
investigated. (B) 

Trade. 

6. Formation of the New Trading Company at Kandahar. 

With reference to Summary No. 20, paragraph 12, Mr. Roberson-Taylor 
stated (A) that the new trading company (the Shirkat-i-Watan) at Kandahar 
is said to have monopolies in the import of Japanese piece-goods, and the export 
of wool from the Ghazni, Kandahar and Girishk areas. 

Abdul Majid Khan (W.W. 72a) is to proceed to Kandahar in a few days to 
inaugurate the new company. 
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Eastern Province. 

7. Governor of the Eastern Province. 

The Governor of the Eastern Province is reported to have visited Kabul 
during the week, and returned to Jalalabad the same day. The reason for the 
visit is not known. (B) 

8. Said Almar A fridi. 

It is reported that Said Almar Afridi (W.W. 542) visited Kabul during the 
week, with the Governor of the Eastern Province. (B) 

Southern Province. 

9. Attempts to secure the Transfer of the Governor of the Southern Province, and 

activities of some of the Leaders and Notabilities of the Southern 
Province. 

With reference to the recent attempts of tribal leaders of the Southern 
Province to induce the Afghan Government to transfer the Governor of the 
Province (F. M. Muhammad Afzal Khan (W.W. 138) ) to some other post 
(Summary No. 20, paragraph 22), it is reported that the leaders of the Southern 
Province are showing signs of leaving their private differences in abeyance with 
a view to concerted action to attain their object. 

N. S. Sher Ahmad Khan (W.W. 002a) is said to have sent emissaries amongst 
the Ahmadzais with a view to carrying out propaganda against the Afghan 
Government. 

Similarly, F. M. Sarkai Khan, Mangal; F. M. Azam Gul Khan, Tota Khel; 
F. M. Abdullah Khan; N. S. Zalmai Khan, Mangal; N. S. Zar Khan, Wazir; and 
F. M. Amir Khan, Mahsud, are said to have sent men to carry out anti-Government 
propaganda amongst the Tota Khels, Mangals, Wazirs and Mahsuds. 

They are also said to be carrying out secret propaganda amongst the troops 
in Kabul. (B) 

Tribal leaders of the Southern Province who are detained as hostages in 
Kabul are reported to be in sympathy with the aims of the above party. These 
leaders have given out that the Naqib of Chaharbagh (W.W. 546) supports their 
plans. 

Other supporters are said to include Jan Muhammad Khan, Sulaiman Khel; 
Abdur Rahman, Taraki; Sultan Khan, Muqbil; Rasulgai Khan, Mangal, and 
Nauroz Khan, Mangal. 

The sons of the late Babrak Khan, Zadran, are reported to be carrying out 
anti-Government propaganda in the Zadran, Tani and Gurbaz areas. 

“Pak” is also said to be at work trying to stir up enmity between the 
leaders of the Southern Province and the present Afghan Government. 

Anti-Government propagandists are stated to be making much capital out 
of the recent visits of the Residents in Waziristan and the Governor of the North- 
West Frontier Province to Kabul. 

10. Complaint against Officials of the Southern Province. 

A Kharoti nomad malik named Ashabi is reported to have arrived in Kabul 
and to be openly complaining about the treatment meted out to nomads by 
F. M. Pir Muhammad Khan (W.W. 500) and other Government officials in the 
Southern Province. (B) 

He is said to have stated that the bad treatment of the nomads is due to 
the influence of the British Government. 

11. G. M. Abdullah Khan and the Zilli Khel Wazirs. 

With reference to Summary No. 18, paragraph 14. a recent Kabul report 
states that G. M. Abdullah Khan has refused to comply with the demands of 
the Zilli Khel Wazirs that he should either pay them the sum of 15,000 Indian 
rupees or hand over the outlaws at present residing with him. (B) 

12. Tribal Discontent with the Monopoly System. 

It is rumoured that the tribes of the Southern Province are discontented 
with the monopoly system of the Afghan Government and may hold a large jirga 
in the near future to discuss the question. (C) 
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13. Tanis and G. M. Sher Baz Khan. 

The leaders of the Tanis are reported to have made a complaint to the Afghan 
Government against G. M. Sher Baz Khan, a tribal intelligence agent employed 
by the Tribal Branch of the Ministry of Defence. They allege that he is sitting 
idly in their country and doing no useful work for the Government. They alsc 
state that he accepts presents from British officials, and receives these through 
Sher Zaman Khan, a Daur of the Tochi, and a Mulla called Hamimuddin. He 
is said to be receiving 3 Afghani rupees per head from 300 Tani and 200 Gurbaz 
khassadars and levies who are employed in the area. (B) 

Copies of the complaint have been sent to the King, the Prime Ministei 
and the Acting Minister of Defence. 

14. Smuggling of Goods by the Sulaiman Khels. 

It is stated that a convoy of about 2,000 camel-loads of goods was brought 
into Afghanistan from India via the Gomal Route recently by nomad Sulaiman 
Khels. F. M. Pir Muhammad Khan (W.W. 500), not feeling strong enough to 
stop the convoy and demand customs duty, allowed the convoy to proceed, but 
sent information regarding it to the Governor of the Southern Province, 
F. M. Muhammad Afzal Khan (W.W. 138), at Gardez. 

The Governor sent out some troops and levies to demand the payment of 
customs duty when the convoy was nearing Gardez. After some discussion the 
Sulaiman Khels agreed to pay 60,000 Afghani rupees providing their goods were 
not examined by the customs officials. (B) 

Later a further dispute occurred and some fighting took place, resulting in 
casualties on both sides. The Afghan Prime Minister has now sent Ahmad Shah 
Khan, Director of his Intelligence Branch, and a few members of the National 
Assembly and Council of Nobles to settle the case. 

Afghan Relations with N.W.F. Tribes. 

15. Wazirs. 

With reference to Summary No. 20, paragraph 24, Nur Muhammad Khan, 
Paipali Wazir, Timar Khan and Honorary G. M. Ghulam Khan, Saifali Wazirs, 
are reported to have left Kabul for Waziristan. They are said to have brought 
some Wazir boys of the Ihzaria School with them, and to have been disappointed 
with the treatment they received from Afghan officials in Kabul. (B) 

The Army. 

16. Proposed Construction of new Barracks in the Southern Produce. 

It is stated that the Afghan Government have decided to construct permanent 
barracks for a brigade in the Gomal Kats area (Map 38/D. D-3) and that an 
officer has been sent there to make the necessary arrangements. The attitude of 
the nomad tribes is said to be more defiant this year, and the decision to construct 
the barracks is the result of this attitude. (B) 

17. Staff Officers visit Ghazni. 

F. M. Ahmad Ali Khan (W.W. 141), Adjutant-General, and F. M. 
S. Asadullah Khan (W.W. 199), G.O.C. Guards Division, are stated to have 
visited Ghazni recently. (B) They are said to have been entrusted with a secret 
mission, but it was announced that the object of their visit was the inspection 
of barracks. 

18. G. M. Muhammad Ayaz Khan Afridi. 

This officer was still in Kabul on the 20th May, and it is presumed that his 
appointment to Farah is still under discussion. (Summary No. 20, paragraph 26.) 

19. N.C.Os. Schools in Kabul. 

About seventy-five n.c.o. students who were originally detailed to attend a 
course of instruction at the n.c.os.’ school in Kabul, but when this school was 
abolished were sent to the flarbiya College to complete the course, have been 
posted to units on completion of their studies. (Bj 
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Only three of these n.c.os. have been given commissions, the remainder having 
been sent back as n.c.os. They are said to be a trifle unhappy about this, as 
they had hoped for a larger percentage of commissions as second lieutenants 
being given to them. 

20. A Soldier murders a Villager. 

It is reported that a soldier of the 1st Kabul Division stationed at Qila-i- 
Jangi murdered a villager living near Bimaru during the week. It is said 
that he and the officers of his unit concerned with the case have been put under 
arrest. (B) 

21. Artillery Ammunition. 

Four lorry-loads of artillery ammunition are said to have arrived in Kabul 
from Mazar-i-Sharif on the 20th May. The ammunition is reported to consist 
of old shells which were lying at Mazar-i-Sharif. (B) 


Communications. 

22. Kabul-Mazar-i-Sharif Road. Routes N.E. 

Owing to heavy rain on the 19th and the 20th May the road between Bulola 
(Map 38/B. A-l) and Doshi (Map 38/A. C-2) is reported to have been closed 
owing to landslides. Twelve lorries were held up at Bulola on the 21st May. 
The local Afghan officials stated that the road would reopen on the 22nd May. (A) 

23. Kabul-Jalalabad Road. Routes S.E. 

The work of metalling the road between Jalalabad, Chaharbagh (Map 38/J. 
N-4237) and Fatehabad (Map 38/J. N-2428) is making slow progress. Since 
January 1936 only 2^ miles of road has been metalled. (A) 


Individuals. 

24. British Legation. 

K. B. Sikandar Khan, oriental secretary of this Legation, left Kabul for 
Kandahar on the 22nd May, and will stay at the consulate at Kandahar for a 
few days. 

25. British. 

(a) Major FI. J. Underwood, 15th Punjab Regiment, arrived in Kabul from 
Peshawar on the 16t.h May, and stayed in this Legation until the 22nd May 
when he left for Peshawar. During his stay in Kabul he visited Bamian. 

(b) Colonel W. T. Corbett, M.C., Captain L. F. Heard, R.E., and 
Lieut. E. K. G. Sixsmith, of the Staff College, Quetta, arrived in Kabul from 
Kandahar on the 21st May and are staying in this Legation. 

(c) Dr. C. S. Fox, Director of the Geological Survey Department of the 

Government of India, left Kabul for Bamian and Mazar-i-Sharif on the 
19th May. lie is to carry out a tour and inspection of possible coal-bearing areas 
in the Mazar Province. (Summary No. 19, paragraph 24 (d) .) (A) 

(d) Mr. Roberson-Taylor, of tKe Oriental Carpet Company, Amritsar, arrived 
in Kabul from Peshawar on the 7th May. He left for Kandahar on the 12th May 
and returned to Kabul on the 19th May. (A) 

26. Hungarians. 

With reference to Summary No. 17, paragraph 27, it now appears that the 
man seen working on the Helmand Bridge on the 19th April, was not Andor 
Farkas alias Abdullah Germain. (B) 

Andor Farkas is now said to be employed by Musa Jan (W.W. 641) in the 
ice factory in Kandahar. 

17 A. S. LANCASTER, Major. 

Kabul, May 23, 1936. 
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fN 3350/107/97] No. 62. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden. —( Received June 29.) 

(No. 76. Confidential.) 

Sir, Kabul , June 3, 1936. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for information a copy of the Intelligence 
Summary of the military attache to this Legation, No. 22, dated the 
30th May, 1936. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

(For the Minister), 

W. R. HAY. 


Enclosure in No. 62. 

(Secret.) 

Intelligence Summary No. 22 for the Week ending May 29, 1936. 

General. 

THE consent of the mullahs is said to have been obtained for the opening of 
the Kabul cinema on the ingenuous excuse that it will provide amusement for 
foreigners. The mullahs are, however, to censor the films shown. 

The Afghan Government are stated to be continuing their policy of collecting 
rifles from the tribesmen, to whom they were issued in times of emergency. This 
time the Wardnkis are being asked to hand in 800 rifles. 

An outbreak of pneumonic plague is reported at Haibak in Northern 
Afghanistan. Ninety deaths and ninety other eases of plague are said to have 
occurred. Later reports suggest that the epidemic is over, but the Afghan 
Government have closed all routes leading from Northern Afghanistan to Kabul. 

Further efforts by the Governor of the Eastern Province to control the 
Shinwaris are reported, and fines for past murders have been announced. The 
Shinwaris are said to be discussing the matter. 

The Ashami Company is stated to have made a contribution of 3,60,000 
Afghani rupees out of its profits to the Ministry of Defence for the purchase of 
war material, and the Afghan Govei'nment are said to have allotted the sum of 
11,00,000 Afghani rupees from the current year’s budget to the Ministry of 
Defence for the purchase of arms and aeroplanes. 

The proposal to equip a Kabul division on modern lines, reported in Summary 
No. 12, paragraph 18, is now said to have been postponed for the present. 


Kabul. 

2. Civil A viation. — Kabid-Termez Service. 

A Russian biplane, believed to be a P-5 civil mail plane or an R-5 type 
military machine, arrived in Kabul on the 23rd May, and left Kabul on the 
25th May. (B) 

3. Kabul Cinema. 

It is believed that the Afghan Government have at last secured the consent 
of the mullahs for the opening of the cinema in Kabul, on the ground that it 
will provide some form of amusement for foreigners residing in the city. (B) 
The mullahs are to select a board of censorship from amongst themselves to 
examine all films before they are shown publicly. 

The contract for the supply of films is to be given to Mullah Muhammad 
iSmdiq, formerly of Lahore. 









4. Changes of Anointment. 

It is reported that Muhammad Hashim Khan, Governor (Jlakim-i-Kalan) 
of Badakhshan, has been transferred to Ghazni as Governor of Ghazni vice Adam 
Khan (W.W. 136) (Summary No. 21, paragraph 3). (B) 

5. The Naqib of Chaharbagh. 

The Naqib of Chaharbagh (W.W. 546) is reported to have arrived in Kabul 
on the 27th May. (B) 

6. Collection of Land Revenue. 

The new system of collecting land revenue in the Logar Valley, which was 
started last year, is said to have proved a success, and it is proposed to extend the 
new system to the whole of the Kabul Province this year, as it has proved to be 
more effective and less expensive than the old system. (B) 

The new system involves the collection of land revenue direct from land¬ 
holders, and not through village or tribal headmen as hithertofore. 

7. Proposed Despatch of Afghan Students to Germany. 

It is stated that fifteen Afghan students are to proceed to Germany shortly 
to attend a course in engineering, the duration of which is three or three and a 
half years. (B) 

8. Proposed Despatch of an Afghan Football Team to Tashkent. 

The Soviet authorities of Tashkent are stated to have invited an Afghan 
football team to visit Tashkent. The Afghan Government are said to be 
considering whether they should send a team before or after the return of the 
hockey team now on four in Europe. (C) 

9. Collection of Rifles from the Wardakis. 

The Afghan Government are stated to have given orders for the collection 
of some 800 rifles from the Wardakis. These were issued to them in 1924 with 
a view to the defence of the Altimur Pass against the Mangals during the Khost 
rebellion. The rifles have never been recovered, and the Wardakis claim that 
they were looted or lost during the rebellion in 1929. The Afghan Government, 
however, are insisting on the return of these rifles. (B) 

10. Saiyid A bdul Qadir. 

It is reported that Saiyid Abdul Qadir (W.W. 77), who is now unemployed 
in Kabul, has been permanently excluded from Government service, and told that 
he may not leave Kabul without written permission. (B) 

Northern Afghanistan. 

11. Reported Outbreak of Plague at Haibak. 

The Afghan Government reported on the 24th May that an outbreak of 
pneumonic plague had occurred at Haibak. 

Ninety deaths have taken place, and ninety further cases are reported. The 
Afghan Government are taking steps to localise the epidemic, and have closed 
all routes leading from Northern Afghanistan to Kabul. Lorry traffic on the 
North Road is at a standstill. A supply of vaccine has been asked for from India. 
A later report received on the 28th May states that no further cases of plague 
have been brought to notice, and it is hoped that the epidemic is over. (A) 

Eastern Province. 

12. Shinwaris. 

It is reported that the Governor of the Eastern Province is making every 
effort to obtain more control over the Shinwaris, as the previous lack of control 
led to several murders. The Governor has told Shinwari jirgas that the Govern¬ 
ment have decided to enforce a fine of 5,000 Afghani rupees in respect of each 
murder committed in the past. (B) 

The Shinwaris are said to be discussing the matter, and have stated that if 
the order is enforced they will leave the country. 

[14927j p 2 
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Southern Province. 

13. Smuggling by the Ghilzais. 

With reference to Summary No. 21, paragraph 14, it is reported that the 
committee headed by Ahmad Shah Khan, which was sent to the Southern 
Province in connexion with the attempted smuggling by Sulaiman Khel Ghilzais, 
is still in the Southern Province. The committee has succeeded in capturing some 
of the goods, on which customs duty had not been paid, and these have been 
brought to Gardez. (B) 

Various Government officials are said to have taken some of the captured 
goods for their own use. 

14. Mangals. 

Some minor fighting is stated to have occurred in the Gardez bazaar on the 
25th May between hostile factions of the Mangals of Mirzakai (Map 38/G. 
R-4553). Some arrests have been made. (B) 

15. G. M. Abdullah Jan and the Zilli Khel Wazirs. 

A telephone message from Urgun on the 28th May states that the Zilli Khel 
Wazirs have not been successful in obtaining a security from G. M. Abdullah Jan. 
Some fighting has occurred and the Zilli Khel are said to have had five important 
men killed. (B) 

F. M. Angur Khan, a cousin of Abdullah Jan, is stated to have been seriously 
wounded. No settlement between the two parties has been reached. 

Abdullah Jan has been referred to previously as Abdullah Khan (Summary 
No. 21, paragraph 11). 


Foreign Relations. 

16. Despatch of Afghan Students Abroad. 

The Afghan Foreign Minister recently stated (A) that while he was in 
Moscow the Soviet Commissar for Foreign Affairs asked him why the Afghan 
Government had sent students to Japan for training. 

He said that the reply he gave was that the Afghan Government were always 
prepared to send students abroad for education if, as in the case of Japan, the 
facilities provided were free, and that, if Russia was prepared to educate sixty 
students free of all charges, he had no doubt that his Government would agree to 
send them. 

He then added that he did not think that Afghan students sent to Russia 
for training would be affected by Soviet propaganda. 


Afghan Relations with N.W.F. Tribes. 

17. Wazirs. 

Madat Khan, the Wazir “ doctor,” has left Kabul for his home in 
Waziristan. He is stated to be very uphappy as a result of having his allowance 
stopped in order to recover the advance given to him in 1932-33 (Summary No. 18, 
paragraph 18). 


The Army. 

18. A ttempted Burglary by Soldiers. 

With reference to Summary No. 20, paragraph 27, it is now stated that 
twenty-five men of the Guards Division in Kabul were implicated in the 
attempted burglary. These men are to be sent to Kandahar, as they were all 
recruited from that area, and orders have been issued that each of them will be 
required to produce two more recruits to serve in their places in the army. They 
will not be tried by a civil or military court, and the Afghan authorities hope 
that the order to provide substitutes for themselves will not only make them 
unpopular in their villages, but also involve them in heavy expenditure in 
producing the necessary substitutes. (B) 
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19. Military Finance. 

(a) The Ashami Company is said to have made a contribution to the Ministry 
of Defence of 3,60,000 Afghani rupees for the purpose of purchasing war 
material. (B) 

( b) It is stated that the Afghan Government have allotted the sum of 
11,00,000 Afghani rupees to the Ministry of Defence out of the current year’s 
budget for the purchase of arms and aeroplanes. (B) 

20. Proposal to Equip a Kabul Division on Modern Lines. 

The proposal of the Chief of the General Staff, F. M. Abdul Ghafur Khan 
(W.W. 28), to equip one of the Kabul divisions on modern lines is stated to have 
been postponed for the present (Summary No. 12, paragraph 18). (B) 

Communications. 

21. Hazrat Imam Saiyid-Kunduz Road. Routes N.E. 

The Islah of the 18th May states that the construction of the new alignment 
of the road between Kunduz (Map 37/D. D-l) and Hazrat Imam Saiyid 
(Map 37/C. D-4) is making progress. The new road runs via Abadan (?), and 
12 miles of the road has been completed at the Kunduz end and 8 miles at the 
Hazrat Imam Saiyid end, and it is hoped to complete the whole of the road in the 
near future. 

An extension from Ivunduz to Khanabad has been completed, and a ferry 
boat has been provided by which motors can cross the Dara Shorab River near 
Khanabad. 


His Majesty’s Legation. 

22.— (a) His Majesty’s Minister and Mrs. W. K. Fraser-Tytler returned to 
Kabul from India on the 28th May (Summary No. 20, paragraph 28). 

(b) K. B. Sikandar Khan, the oriental secretary of this Legation, arrived in 
Kabul from Kandahar on the 27th May (Summary No. 21, paragraph 24). 


23. Japanese. r ° REIGN MlssI0Na ' 

Mr. Tsuru Kuwabara, the new secretary of the Japanese Legation in Kabul, 
arrived in Kabul on the 23rd May. (A) 


24. British. Individuals. 

Colonel W. T. Corbett, M.C., Captain L. F. Heard, R.E., and Lieutenant 
E. K. G. Sixsmith visited Bamian during the week and left Kabul on the 
30th May for Peshawar (Summary No. 21, paragraph 25 (b)). 

25. Czechoslovak. 

Rudolf Cikanek, employed by Messrs. Skoda, who arrived in Kandahar from 
Iran on the 13th March, 1936, left Kabul for India on the 21st May. (B) 

26. Turkish. 

(a) Dr. Hassan Rashid Bey, Principal of the Afghan Medical College, 
Kabul, arrived in Kabul on or about the 18th May and has taken over charge of 
the college. (B) 

(b) Dr. Nevzat Ali and Dr. Mukhtar Bey arrived in Kabul on or about the 
18th May and are to be employed as professors in the Afghan Medical College, 
Kabul. They are said to have relieved Drs. Rifki Bey and Rebi Hikmet of their 
instructional duties. One of the new doctors is stated to be a very able man and 
lias been engaged on a salary of £80 per month, and the other is to be paid 
£50 a month. (B) 

A. S. LANCASTER, Major, 

Military Attache. 

Kabiil, May 30, 1936. 
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[N 3463/107/97] No. 63. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden.—{Received July 6.) 

(No. 79. Confidential.) 

Sir, Kabul , June 11, 1936. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for information a copy of the Intelligence 
Summary of the military attache to this Legation, No. 23, dated the 6th June, 
1936. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

(For the Minister), 

W. R. HAY. 


(Secret.) 


Enclosure in No. 63. 


Intelligence Summary No. 23 for the Week ending June 5, 1936. 


General. 

THE outbreak of pneumonic plague at Haibak in Northern Afghanistan 
reported last week is now stated to have been spotted fever and not plague, and the 
epidemic has died down. Certain precautionary measures, however, are still in 
force. 

The King and the Queen Mother and her sisters are reported to have made 
important donations towards the purchase of aeroplanes, the extension of 
educational facilities, and hospitals. Details are given in paragraphs 6 and 7 of 
this summary. 

The rate of exchange for the whole of Afghanistan has been fixed at 
350 Afghani rupees per 100 Indian rupees. 

The Islah announces the conclusion of a trade agreement between the Ashami 
Company and the Soviet Trading Company (Soov Afghan Turak). Full details 
are not yet available. 

Kabul. 

2. Civil Aviation—Kabul-Termez Service. 

A Russian biplane, believed to be a P-5 civil mail plane or an R-5 type 
military plane, arrived in Kabul on the 31st May. (A) 

3. Outbreak of Plague at Haibak. 

{a) The outbreak of plague at Haibak in Northern Afghanistan, reported in 
Summary No. 22, paragraph 11, is now stated by the Afghan Government to have 
been spotted fever and not plague. The epidemic is said to have died down, but 
certain precautionary measures are still in force. (A) 

(i b) It is understood that certain Turkish doctors in Afghan employ were 
ordered to proceed to Haibak, but refused to do so on the grounds that the disease 
was unknown in Turkey and that they had no experience of dealing with such an 
outbreak. (B) 

The Turkish Charge d’Affaires and the Afghan Prime Minister are stated to 
have expressed their displeasure at this attitude. 

Indian doctors were eventually sent to Haibak to check the spread of the 
disease. 

4. Appointment of a Forest Officer from Japan. 

The Islah of the 27th May states that the Afghan Government have engaged 
a Japanese forestry specialist for work under the Ministry of Trade. He is 
expected to arrive from Japan shortly. 

5. Soviet Intelligence Agent. 

It is reported that Sant Singh, a son of Khem or Khani Singh of Parachinar, 
Kurram, is an intimate friend of Himat Singh (motor driver employed in the 
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Soviet Embassy) and an intelligence agent of the Soviet Embassy at Kabul. Sant 
Singh visited Kabul via Jaji territory without a passport about three years ago, 
and then returned to the Kurram. (B) 

He subsequently obtained a passport in Peshawar and was employed in Kabul 
as a clerk by Messrs. Jaimal Singh and Co. (Tirah Sikhs). He was discharged by 
Messrs. Jaimal Singh and sent back to Peshawar on the 28th May, 1936, as the 
firm did not wish him to pay frequent visits to the Soviet Embassy. 

6. Donations to various Ministries by King Zahir Shah. 

The I slab of the 21st May states that King Zahir Shah has made the following 
contributions out of his personal allowances to various Ministries :— 

(а) 200,000 Afghani rupees to the Ministry of Defence for the purchase of 

aeroplanes. 

(б) 100,000 Afghani rupees to the Ministry of Education for the extension of 

educational facilities. 

(e) 100,000 Afghani rupees to the Ministry of Health. 

7. Donation of the Queen Mother and her Sisters. 

The Islah of the 21st May announces that the Queen Mother and her sisters 
have made a donation of 136,000 Afghani rupees to the Ministry of Health on 
account of expenditure in connexion with female hospitals. 

8. Bhai Sant Singh of Mardan. 

It is reported that Bhai Sant Singh of Mardan visited Kabul recently, and 
after collecting a few thousand Afghani rupees from Kabul Sikhs on account of 
charitable institutions, left Kabul for Peshawar on the 26th May, 1936. So far as 
is known, he took no interest in political affairs. (B) 

9. The Late Governor of Ghazni. 

With reference to Summary No. 22, paragraph 4, it is stated that Adam 
Khan (W.W. 136) was suspected of pro-Amanullah activities amongst the 
Ghilzais. tie has not been arrested yet, as he is said to have a strong tribal 
backing. (B) 

10. The Commandant of the Air Force. 

Muhammad Ihsan Khan (W.W. 363), Commandant of the Afghan Air Force, 
is said to have been suspected of pro-Amanullah tendencies, and as ho is an 
influential person, it is proposed to marry him to a Muhammadzai girl connected 
with the present dynasty. The wife of Muhammad Ihsan Khan died recently. 
(Summary No. 16, paragraph 6.) (B) 

11. Italian Propagandist. 

A recent report states that Abdul Aziz, an Italian interpreter employed in 
the Ministry of Defence, is in touch with the Italian Legation in Kabul and has 
been carrying out pro-Italian propaganda in connexion with the Italo-Abyssinian 
war. (B) 

He is a brother of Abdul Ghall'ar Khan, Offieer-in-Charge of Records at the 
Afghan Ministry for Foreign Affairs. 

Finance. 

12. Exchange. 

The Afghan National Bank, with the approval of the Afghan Government, 
has fixed the rate of exchange for the whole of Afghanistan at 350 Afghani rupees 
per 100 Indian rupees. This rate is to be in force until a further change is 
necessary. (Summary No. 20, paragraph 8 (b).) 

Trade. 

13. Afghan Trade Agreement with the Soov Afghan Turak. 

The Islah of the 23rd May announces that a trade agreement between the 
Ashami Company and the Soviet Trading' Company (Soov Afghan Turak) has 
been signed. The agreement is for a period of three years with effect from the 
1st June, 1936. Details of the agreement are not yet known. (Summary No. 11, 
paragraph 11.) 

[14927] r 4 
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14. Persian Lambskin Trade. 

(a) Mr. Simkha Zadeh told His Majesty’s Minister (A) that he had just 
concluded a contract with the Ashami Company for an option purchase of 200,000 
Icarakuli skins (Persian lamb) on a joint account system. 50,000 skins are to 
be purchased early in July, and if results are satisfactory the Hudson Bay 
Company can make further purchases up to 200,000 skins. The price will probably 
be about 22 Indian rupees per skin. He has now asked to be allowed to return 
to London in order to meet Abdul Majid Khan (W.W. 72a) when he visits London. 
(Summary No. 18, paragraph 8.) 

(b) Mr. Simkha Zadeh stated (A) that Mr. J. Stern was in Andkhui at 
present, and may purchase about 250,000 skins. 

He also stated that 200,000 skins are reserved for Germany. 

Afghan estimates of this year’s crop of Persian lambskins, he said, were about 
1,300,000 skins; but he considered this estimate optimistic. (Summary No. 20, 
paragraph 13.) 

(c) Mr. Simkha Zadeh also stated (A) that the Hudson Bay Company’s agent 
in South Africa is coming to Afghanistan next month to purchase Persian lamb¬ 
skins. He is probably a German, and will travel part of the way by air. 

15. Managing Director of the Afghan National Bank. 

Abdul Majid Khan (W.W. 72a), managing director of the Afghan National 
Bank and Ashami Company, who is visiting Europe shortly, is to hand over his 
duties to S. Muhammad Naim Khan (W.W. 464a), who is now a secretary in the 
Afghan Foreign Office. S. Muhammad Naim Khan is to officiate as managing 
director during the absence of Abdul Majid Khan in Europe. (B) 

Abdul Majid Khan is said to be leaving Kabul for Herat in a day or two, 
and will then proceed to Germany via Iran. (Summary No. 19, paragraph 8.) 


Eastern Province. 

16. Shimvaris.—Change of Governor. 

It is stated that Habibullah Khan, the Officer-in-Charge of the Tribal Branch 
of the Eastern Province, has succeeded Mir Akbar Khan as Governor of 
Shinwar. (B) 


Southern Province. 

17. Smuggling by Ghilzais. 

(a) With reference to Summary No. 22, paragraph 13, it is reported that 
camels and goods belonging to nomad Sulaiman Khel Ghilzais, which were con¬ 
fiscated by the Governor of the Southern Province, have now been returned to 
them. The Ghilzais concerned are said to be very dissatisfied with the measures 
taken by the Afghan Government to stop smuggling. (B) 

(b) Ahmad Shah Khan, Director of the Prime Minister’s Intelligence Branch, 

is now reported to have left the vicinity of Gardez and proceeded to Urgun, where 
F. M. Pir Muhammad Khan (W.W. 500) has now arrived. (Summary No. 21, 
paragraph 14.) (B) 

18. Wazirs. 

The Wazirs of Birmal are stated to be dissatisfied with the present Afghan 
Government owing to the poor distribution of rewards to them for services 
rendered. The following Saifali Wazirs are said to be amongst the disgruntled 
elements:— 

Malik Qadam Khan, Isa Khel. 

Malik Pashai Khan, Isa Khel. 

Malik Badshah Khan, Badda Khel. 

Malik Kastor Khan, Badda Khel. 

Malik Manzar Khan, Saman Khel. 

These leaders are stated to have refused to proceed to Urgun when ordered to 
do so by F. M. Pir Muhammad Khan (W.W. 500). (B) 
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19. G. M. Abdullah Jan and the Zilli Khel Wazirs. 

With reference to Summary No. 22, paragraph 15, recent Kabul information 
states that E. M. Angur Khan was not wounded, but that another cousin of 
Abdullah Jan was wounded. The Zilli Khel have had three killed, and not five 
as previously reported. (B) 

20. Jajis and Chakmanis. 

It is stated that certain Jajis of Hariob abducted a woman from Chakmani 
territory. The Governor of the Southern Province tried the case at Gardez and 
gave a decision in favour of the Jajis, the woman concerned being retained 
pending the result of the trial in a village near Gardez. 

The Chakmanis then obtained possession of the woman by carrying out a 
night raid on the village. The Governor of the Southern Province is now said to 
have incurred the displeasure of the Jajis through his failure to retain the 
woman. (B) 


The Army. 

21. Qurban Husain Shah, “ Shahji” 

Certain officers in the Ministry of Defence are stated to have recommended 
the transfer of “Shahji” (W.W. 512), Officer-in-Charge of State Workshops, 
Kabul, to the reserve, as various defalcations have been detected in the manage¬ 
ment of the workshops. The case will probably be referred to the Afghan 
Cabinet. It is stated that “Shahji” intends to return to India shortly. (B) 


His Majesty’s Legation. 

22. The military attache left Kabul by car on the 31st May and after 
visiting Ghazni and Gardez returned to Kabul, via the Altimur Pass (Map 38/G. 
R-1653), on the 2nd June. 


Foreign Missions. 

23. Turkish Embassy. 

M. M. Shevket, Turkish Ambassador in Kabul, returned from leave on the 
3rd June, 1936, and assumed charge of the Embassy. (Diary No. 14 of 1935, 
paragraph 25.) (A) 


Individuals. 

24. A fghan. 

Muhammad Yakub Khan, son of Muhammad Yusaf Khan, of Kabul and a 
director of the Ashami Company, is proceeding to India shortly. (B) 

He is said to have been appointed as the London representative of the Ashami 
Company vice Muhammad Umar Khan. (Summary No. 17, paragraph 8.) 

25. Japanese. 

Colonel S. Kuroda, Imperial Japanese army and residing at Delhi, arrived 
in Kabul, via Chaman and Kandahar, on the 27th May, and states that he is 
leaving Kabul for India, via Peshawar, on the 7th June. 

A. S. LANCASTER, Major, 

Military Attache. 


Kabul, June 6, 1936. 
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[N 3578/107/97] No. 64. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden — (Received July 13.) 

(No. 82. Confidential.) 

Sir, Kabul , J une 17, 1936. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for information a copy of the Intelligence 
Summary of the military attache to this Legation, No. 24, dated the 13th June, 
1936. 

2. Paragraph 3.—To this piece of information Faiz Muhammad added in 
parenthesis that his journey of course depended on whether the League of Nations 
was still in existence by September. Although this remark was made in Fau 
Muhammad’s habitual semi-serious vein, there is no doubt that the future of 
the League is seriously exercising the mind of the Afghan Government, as of the 
Governments of many other countries. The deputation of their Foreign Ministei 
to the autumn session of the League after his so recent return from Europe, 
indicates the desire of the Afghan Government to have at Geneva some thoroughly 
reliable representative to keep in close touch with events and to advise them 
whether or not to continue their membership. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

W. K. FRASER-TYTLER. 


(Secret.) 


Enclosure in No. 64. 


Intelligence Summary No. 24 for the Week ending June 12, 1936. 


General. 

THE Afghan Foreign Minister proposes to visit Geneva in September 193G 
to represent the Afghan Government at the autumn session of the League of 
Nations. It will be remembered that he returned from a tour in Europe in April 
last. 

It is reported that King Zahir Shah and the Afghan Government intend to 
move from Kabul to Dar-ul-Aman in the spring of 1937. Certain foreign missions 
in Kabul may also be offered accommodation in Dar-ul-Aman. The necessary 
repairs to Government buildings and houses are to be carried out during the 
present year. 

Details of the trade agreement recently signed between the Ashami Company 
and the Soviet Trading Company (Soov Afghan Turak) are given in paragraph 6 
of this summary. 


Kabul. 

2. Civil Aviation: Kabul-Termez Service. 

(a) A Russian biplane, believed to be a P-5 civil air mail plane or an R-a 
military machine, arrived in Kabul on the 8th June at 0930 hours. The numbei 
of this biplane is L.1568. (A) 

(b) The biplane which arrived in Kabul on the 31st May has left Kabul, 
the date of departure is not known. (A) 

(c) The biplane No. L 1568, which arrived in Kabul on the 8th June, left 
Kabul on the 10th June. (A) 

3. Afghan Foreign Minister's proposed Visit to Geneva. 

The Afghan Foreign Minister, Faiz Muhammad Khan (W.W. 243), has 
informed His Majesty’s Minister that he proposes to proceed to Geneva in 
September 1936 to represent the Afghan Government at the autumn session of 
the League of Nations. (A) 
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4. His Majesty's Minister presents his new Credentials to King Zahir Shah. 

His Majesty’s Minister was accorded an audience by King Zahir Shah 
on the 10th June, and presented new credentials from His Majesty King 
Edward VIII. 

5. Proposed Occupation of Dar-ul-Aman. 

It is reported that King Zahir Shah will move to the palace at Dar-ul-Aman 
in the spring of 1937. The Afghan Government also intend to move certain of 
their offices there, and foreign embassies and legations may also be offered 
accommodation in Dar-ul-Aman. (B) 

Repairs to Government buildings and houses are to be effected during the 
current year. 

Trade. 

6 Trade Agreement between the Ashami Company and the Russian Trading 
Company (Soov Afghan Turak). 

The Islah of the 23rd May announces that a trade agreement between the 
Ashami Company and the Russian Trading Company (Soov Afghan Turak) was 
signed on the 15th May in Kabul. 

The agreement provides for the export by the Afghan Ashami Company of 
14,400 tons of cotton, 26,400 tons of unwashed wool, and 90 tons of opium. 
Persian lambskins are not included in the exports. 

The Russian Trading Company is to import sugar, petrol, kerosene, rubber 
shoes, cotton seed, linen goods, wire, cement, iron, fifteen lorries, cotton ginning 
oil, extracting and baling machinery for two factories, and agricultural produce. 

Exports and imports are to balance over a period of three years with effect 
from the 1st June, 1936, at the stated value of 10,354,380 gold dollars. 

7. The new Trading Company at Kandahar. 

His Majesty’s consul at Kandahar reports that the formation of the new 
trading company (Shirkat-i-Watan) at Kandahar has been sanctioned by the 
Afghan Government. 

The managing director of the company is to be Ghulam Faruq Tokhi 
(W.W. 272). 

The Afghan Prime Minister is said to have taken up shares to the value of 
200,000 to 300,000 Afghani rupees in this company. Abdul Majid Khan 
(W.W. 72a) is stated to have taken up shares to the value of 50,000 Afghani 
rupees, and other traders and Government officials are reported to be financially 
interested in the company. (B) 

The company is to have the sole right to import Japanese goods and export 
wool. 

The company is to supply wool to Russia on a three years’ contract, and will 
take Russian sugar in exchange for i\ool. (Summary No. 20, paragraph 12.) 

8 London Representative of the Ashami Company. 

With reference to Summary No. 23, paragraph 24, it is confirmed that 
Muhammad Yakub Khan has been appointed as the London representative of 
the Ashami Company, vice Muhammad Umar Khan. (A) 

Afghan Relations with North-West Frontier Tribes. 

9. Mahsuds. 

A party of twelve Abdullai, Bahlolzai Mahsuds of the South Waziristan 
Agency were seen in Kabul on the 5th June, 1936. One of them is stated to be a 
relative of Malik Mehrdad Khan of Makin. The reason for their visit to Kabul 
is not known. (B) 

The Army. 

10. G. M. Muhammad Ayaz Khan. 

It is reported that this officer is still in Kabul, and has not yet proceeded to 
take up his new appointment in the Fa rah Province (Summary No. 21, 
paragraph 18). (B) 
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11. Recruiting. 

New recruits have been arriving in Kabul during the last fortnight. About 
500 have been seen parading for inspection at the Ministry of Defence. (B) 


Communications. 

12. Tolls in Afghanistan. 

The following tolls and taxes are now payable on motor vehicles proceeding 
from Torkham to Kabul and vice versa :— 

(a) A t Dalcka — 

5 Indian rupees: Payable on both the up and dbwn journeys on all 
motor vehicles. 

(b) At Kabul — 

(i) Municipal Taxes. —Payable on arrival on all foreign vehicles :— 

On cars : 4-50 Afghani rupees. 

On lorries : 10 • 50 Afghani rupees. 

These charges cover a stay of three days, including the day of arrival 
and departure. The following taxes are payable for a subsequent stay on all 
foreign vehicles :— 

On cars : 10 Afghani rupees for every ten days. 

On lorries : 17 Afghani rupees for every ten days. 

(ii) Government Taxes. —These are recovered by the Transport Branch 
of the Department of Posts and Telegraphs, and are payable on all hired 
foreign vehicles, whether they use the official garage or not, and on all private 
foreign motor vehicles only if they use the official garage. 

On arrival: 1 Afghani rupee. 

For a stay not exceeding ten days : 4 Afghani rupees. 

For every subsequent day : 1 Afghani rupee. 

For a permit to depart: 1 50 Afghani rupees. 

(c) The octroi officials at the Lahori Gate at Kabul recover 5 Indian rupees 

on every foreign motor vehicle arriving if the driver is not known to 
them. This sum is refunded at the time of departure on the 
production of receipts for the various taxes that have to be paid. 

(d) The permit to depart in ( b) (ii) above has to be given up at Butkhak on 

the down journey. If it is not produced, the driver is sent back to 
Kabul. (A) 

13. Iiabul-Mazar-i-Sharif Road: Routes N.E. 

The road from Kabul to Mazar-i-Sharif, which was closed owing to a 
suspected outbreak of plague at Haibak, has been reopened to traffic as it was 
found that the suspected plague was a form of spotted fever. (B) 

The route via Haibak is still closed, and traffic has been restricted to the 
route via Pul-i-Khoinri and Khanabad to Mazar-i-Sharif (Summary No. 23, 
paragraph 3). 

14. His Majesty's Legation. 

K. B. Sikandar Khan, oriental secretary of the Legation, left Kabul for 
Peshawar on the 7th June. He intends to spend about nineteen days on leave 
in India. 


Foreign Missions. 

15. Turkish. 

M. Hakki Kentli arrived in Kabul during the week and has taken up his 
appointment as a consul in the Turkish Embassy in Kabul. (A) 


Individuals. 

16. A fghan. 

Abdul Majid Khan (W.W. 72a), managing director of the Afghan National 
Bank, and Muhammad Atiq Khan (son of Sardar Muhammad Rafiq Khan), and 
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Mirza Ghulam Ali Khan (son of Sultan Muhammad Khan), both officials in the 
Afghan National Bank, are proceeding to England via Iran and Russia shortly, 
and have left Kabul for Herat. (B) 

17. British. 

if) Major J. H. D. Parkin, 5th Battalion, 11th Sikh Regiment, arrived in 
Kabul from Peshawar on the 9th June, and is staying in this Legation. 

(b) Major I. W. Galbraith, M.C., secretary to the A.G.G in Baluchistan, 
and Mrs. Galbraith arrived in Kabul from Quetta via Kandahar on the 
9th June and are staying in this Legation. 

(c) Mr. G. W. Gray, a representative of Messrs. Marconi, arrived in Kabul 
from Peshawar on the 6th June. Mr. Gray is to work under Mr. J. Boome, 
Messrs Marconi’s senior agent in Kabul, and will proceed to Dah Zangi (Dai 
Zangi) (map 38/J) on the 21st June, to superintend the erection of a wireless 
station in that area, the exact location of which is not known. (A) 

( d ) Mr. R. Yadgaroff arrived in Kabul from England during the week. He 
is a British subject, and represents the firm of Yadgaroff and Co., Fur and Skin 
Dealers, London. (A) 

18. Turkish. 

Muhammad Ali Fuat Bey arrived in Kabul from Peshawar during the week, 
and is to succeed Kemal Atif as legal adviser to the Afghan Government. (B) 
Kemal Atif died in Delhi in January 1935 (Diary No. 5 of 1935, 
paragraph 17). 

A. S. LANCASTER, Major , 

Military Attache. 

Kabul , June 13, 1936. 


| N 3692/107/97] No. 65. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden.—(Received July 20.) 

(No. 85. Confidential.) 

Sir, Kabul, June 25, 1936. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for information a copy of the Intelligence 
Summary of the military attache to this Legation, No. 25, dated the 
20th June, 1936. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being sent to the Secretary of State for India 
and the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

(For the Minister), 

W R. HAY. 


Enclosure in No. 65. 

(Secret.) 

Intelligence Summary No. 25 for the Week ending June 19, 1936. 

General. 

THE visit of His Majesty King Zahir Shah to the Band-i-Surkhab in the 
Logar Valley is of interest, as being his most distant trip from Kabul since his 
accession to the throne. 

An Afghan from Paghman tried to force his way into the Legation at an 
early hour one morning, but the man is believed to be mad and the incident appears 
to have no significance 

Unconfirmed reports have been received of the appearance of pro-Amanullah 
agents in Mohmand country, and of the arrest of an emissary of Inayatullah Khan 
at Kandahar. 
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Dr. Fox, the geological expert whose services have been lent to the Afghan 
Government by the Government of India, has toured extensively north of the 
Hindu Kush and found good coal in large quantities, but in a somewhat 
inaccessible locality. 

Kabul. 

2. Civil Aviation: Kabul-T ermez Service. 

A Russian biplane, of one of the types previously reported, arrived in Kabul 
at 1130 hours on the 16th June. (A) 

This biplane is believed to have left Kabul at 0550 hours on the 
18th June. (B) 

3. Opening of National Council. 

According to the Islah of the 6th June the National Council was opened by 
the King on the 4th June, 1936. Speeches were made by the King and the Prime 
Minister. They appear to have contained nothing of particular interest. 

4. Visit of His Majesty King Zaliir Shah to Band-i-Surkhab. 

His Majesty King Zahir Shah inspected the Band-i-Surkhab (Map 38/F. 
R-19) on the 7th June. He performed the outward journey via the Logar Valley 
and returned by the Ghazni road. He lunched near the Maidan Bridge 
(Map 38/B., D-3), and distributed largesse to the local inhabitants. (A) 

5. Incident at His Majesty's Legation. 

At 5-15 a.m. on the 13th June, a man who gave his name as Allahdad, son 
of Abdul Halim of Paghman, arrived at the main gate of the Legation and 
demanded admittance, stating that he wished to see His Majesty’s Minister in 
order to obtain employment in the Legation. 

On the chaukidar refusing to let him in he assaulted him with a stick he was 
carrying. He was overpowered and handed over to the Afghan guard. It is 
believed that he was mentally deranged and that he had no criminal intention. 

Enquiries made by the Afghan authorities appear to confirm this, and His 
Majesty’s Legation have been officially informed that he has been admitted to a 
lunatic asylum. 

6. Pro-Amanullah Agents in Mohmand Country. 

The Prime Minister recently received a report that a “Malang” and a 
young man, who is giving himself out as a nephew of ex-King Amanullah, have 
appeared in Mohmand country. (C) 

He immediately sent for Badshah Gul (W.W. 224) to enquire regarding the 
truth of this report. Badshah Gul arrived in Kabul on the evening of the 
11th June and left the following morning after seeing the Prime Minister. 

7. Arrest of an Emissary from Inayatullah Khan. 

An emissary from Inayatullah Khan (W.W. 366) has been arrested at 
Kandahar with letters to Malik Qais Khugiani (W.W. 504) and other Khugiani 
and Shinwari elders, asking them to support Inayatullah Khan in time of need 
The Prime Minister has ordered that the man who has been arrested should be 
sent to Kabul, and has instructed the Governor of the Eastern Province to watch 
Malik Qais. (C) 

8 Visit of the Governor of the North-West Frontier Province to Kabul. 

Reference Summary No. 18, paragraph 3. 

The Islah of the 23rd May issued a statement contradicting certain articles 
alleged to have been published in the Indian papers to the effect that the object 
of the visit of the Governor of the North-West Frontier Province to Kabul was 
a political one, and explaining that its sole purpose was sightseeing. 

9. A fahan Revresentatioe for the Joint Commission to be held on the Kurram 
Border. 

Saiyid Abdullah Khan (W.W. 60), head of the Political Branch of the 
Foreign Ministry, has been appointed chief Afghan representative on the joint 
commission, which is shortly to be held on the Kurram border. (A) 
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10. Changes of Appointment. 

The Islah of the 30th May announces that Mirza Muhammad Ali Khan, 
director of the Accounts Section of the Court Ministry, has been appointed 
Chief Revenue Officer (Mustaufi) of the Province of Herat, vice Abdul Wahab 
Khan, who has been recalled to Kabul, and whose future appointment is under 
consideration. 

11. Reference Summary No. 22, paragraph 4. The Islah of the 30th May 
confirms the appointment of Muhammad Hashim Khan, late Governor (Hakim-i- 
Kalan) of Badakhshan, as Governor (Hakim-i-Kalan) of Ghazni. 

12. Donation to the State by the Afghan National Bank. 

Reference Summary No. 23. paragraphs 6 and 7.' According to the Islah of 
the 4th June, the Afghan National Bank has given 150,000 Afghani rupees to the 
State towards the cost of an aeroplane, or for other patriotic purposes. 

In addition Abdul Majid Khan (W.W. 724) has given 50,000 rupees, and 
other officials a total of 70,000 rupees from their private resources. 

13. Wardaks ordered to Intercept Sulaim.au Khel Caravans. 

Reference Summary No. 23, paragraph 17. The Wardaks have been ordered 
to supply 400 armed men without pay for the purpose of picketing their country 
in the Upper Logar Valley in order to prevent the Sulaiman Khel taking the 
merchandise brought by them from India for sale in the Hazarajat. The Wardaks 
are grumbling much at the task which has been imposed on them. (C) 

14. Education in the Logar. 

The Islah of the 4th June announces that during the last six months nine 
new schools have been opened in the area administered by the Logar Government. 

The total number of students now receiving education in this area is stated 
to be 1 200. 

15. Trouble between Lorry Drivers plying to and from Afghanistan and India. 
Reports have been reaching Kabul regarding the action taken by Afridi and 

Shinwari lorry drivers against Afghan and Peshawari drivers in the Khyber, and 
it is rumoured that the Afghan authorities are contemplating some kind of 
retaliation. 

FINANCE. 

16. Forged Afghan Notes. 

Reference Summary No. 10, paragraph 13. Further reports have been 
received that 5 Afghani rupee notes are being forged in large numbers in Tirah 
and circulated in Afghanistan. No specimens have come to hand. 

Minerals. 

17. Coal. 

Reference Summary No. 21, paragraph 25 (c). Dr. C. S. Fox returned to 
Kabul on the 15th June. He examined the coal deposits in the Ghorband Valley 
(Map 38/A., D-4), and at various places north of the Hindu Kush. He reports 
the existence of large quantities of coal of good quality at Shiglm Walang 
(Map 33/M., B-2), where unfortunately it is too inaccessible to be of much use to 
the Afghan Government under present conditions. (A) 

Eastern Province. 

18. Anti-Government Movement in the Eastern and Southern Provinces. 
Reference Summary No. 21, paragraph 9. The elders of the eastern and 

southern provinces have reached an agreement amongst themselves for a joint 
attack on the Afghan Government should a suitable opportunity occur. (C) 

Southern Province. 

19. Promotion in the Militia. 

The Islah of the 30th May announces the promotion to the rank of 
Kandak Mishar (lieutenant-colonel) of Baluk Mishar (lieutenant) Behram Khan, 
son of Din Muhammad Khan, of the Ahmadzai Wazir Militia, to fill a vacancy. 














20. Fight between Wazirs and Zadrans. 

About the 11th June, a fight took place between some Wazirs and Zadrans 
in Gurbaz territory, resulting in about eight casualties on each side. The Wazirs 
were attempting to raid the Zadran flocks. (C) 


Kandahar. 
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Construction of a new Consulate. 

Work has started on the new building which is being constructed by the 
Afghan Government for His Majesty’s consulate at Kandahar. The site chosen 
is close to the Herat road about, half' a mile west of the city. 

22. Education. NoRTH 0F THE Hindu KuSH ' 

The Islah of the 10th June states that in addition to the Government schools 
twenty-three private schools have recently been opened in the Province of Mazir 
i-Sharif and 7,501 students are attending them. 

Sinkiang Affairs. 

23. The Ex-Amir of Khotan. 

Reference Summary No. 20, paragraph 25. On the 11th June His Majesty’s 
Minister received a letter from the ex-Amir of Khotan through one of his 
adherents requesting a secret interview after dark. No reply was given to the 
letter. 

Foreign Relations. 

24. Secret Discussion at Foreign Minister's Residence. 

On the 11th June a meeting was held at the house of the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, at which the Prime Minister, the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and other Muhammadzai Sardara were present. They decided that if a European 
war broke out and one of the belligerents applied to Afghanistan for assistance 
they would consult the country before taking action. (C) 

25. Afghan Relations with North-West Frontier Tribes. 

Mahsuds. —Reference Summary No. 24, paragraph 9. Musa Khan, Abdullai 
Mahsud (W.W. 462), arrived in Kabul towards the end of May with twelve other 
Abdullais in order to receive the payment of his allowances. He and his party 
are living at their own expense, as it is not now the practice of the Afghan 
Government to defray the daily expenses of tribal chiefs who are in receipt of 
allowances. (B) 

He has had one interview with the Prime Minister and two with Shah Wali 
Khan, and was very cordially received by the latter, who, however, in reply to a 
request for assistance in resisting the British penetration of Waziristan, advised 
him to avoid the commission of offences and live at peace. 

26. F.M. Ramzan Khan Mahsud (W.W. 519a) is jealous of the favours 
shown to Naid Salar Zar Khan (W.W. 692a) by the Hazrat of Shar Bazaar 
(W.W. 256) and is persuading Mahsuds not to visit the Hazrat. (C) 


Relatjons with North-West Frontier Tribes, Bajaur. 

27. Visit of Brother of Muhammad Gul Khan to Nawagai. 

A brother of Muhammad Gul Khan (W.W. 315a) has gone to Nawagai 
ostensibly to find a wife for one of his young relatives. (C) 

The Army. 

28. New Parade ground at Mazar-i-Sharif. 

Reference Summary No. 18, paragraph 20. According to the Islah of the 
9th June, a new military parade ground, measuring about 1,040 by 360 yards, had 
recently been constructed south of the barracks of the headquarters of the Mazar- 
i-Sharif Division. 
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Communications. 

29. Kabul-Torkham Road: Routes South-east. 

The Islah of the 10th June states that the causeway recently constructed over 
the Qara au (Fatehabadnala) on the Kabul-Torkham road has been washed away 
by floods. 

30. Kunduz-Hazrat Imam Saiyid Road: Routes North-east. 

Reference Summary No. 22, paragraph 21. The Islah of the 2nd June 
announces that the new alignment of the road between Kunduz (Map 37/D. D-l) 
and Hazrat Imam Saiyid (Map 37/C. D-4) has been completed. 

The officiating Governor of the Province and some other officials recently 
travelled over the road in motor cars to perform the opening ceremony. 

31. Kabid-Mazar-i-Sharif Road: Routes North-east. 

The Islah of the 10th June publishes a message from Khanabad, dated the 
31st May, that the Kotal-i-Kempirak (Amrutak) (Map 38/A. C-2), which is being 
used pending the reconstruction of the Doshi Bridge (Map 38/A. C-2) and had 
recently become very bad as the result of heavy rains, has again been put into good 
repair. 

32. Telephones. 

The Islah of the 9th June announces the completion of a telephone line 
between Jalalabad and Dah Bala (Map 38/J. S-4897). 

His Majesty's Legation. 

33. Tour of the military attache and Legation surgeon. 

Major A. S. Lancaster, military attache, Captain II. W. Farrell, Legation 
surgeon, and Major J. H. D. Parkin (Summary No. 24, paragraph 17 (a )), left 
Kabul on the 14th. June. 

They were able to travel by motor via the Unai Pass as far as the Ilelmand 
River, whence they rode or walked via the Ilajigak Pass (Map 33/B. A-2) as 
far as the junction of the Kalu and Bamian Rivers. 

From there they proceeded to Bamian by lorry. 

Captain Farrell returned to Kabul on the 18th June. 

His Majesty’s Consulate, Jalalarad. 

34. Move to Mama Khel. 

His Majesty’s consul at Jalalabad moved to his summer camp at Mama Khel 
on the 30th May. 

Foreign Missions. 

35. Italian Legation. 

M. Adolfo Crescini, the newly-appointed secretary to the Italian Legation in 
Kabul, arrived in Kabul on the 16th June. (A) 

Individuals. 

36. American. 

Mr. Frederick Gardner Clapp, who is interested in oil and was reported to 
have visited the Herat oil springs in the autumn of 1934, is at present in Kabul. 
He is a friend of Mr. C. C. Hart (Summary No. 13, paragraph 37), who has 
returned to Kabul. (A) 

37. Reference Diary No. 40 of 1935, paragraph 28. Mr. Rex Vivian, who 
has been supervising bridge-building operations in the Doshi area (Map 38/A. 
C-2), is visiting India shortly and may go to Kashmir. (A) 

His contract with the Afghan Government has expired. 

38. British. 

Reference Summary No. 24, paragraph 17 (b). Major I. W. Galbraith, M.C., 
secretary to the A.G.G. in Baluchistan, and Mrs. Galbraith left Kabul for Quetta, 
via Kandahar on the 13th June. 
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39. Czechoslovak. 

Reference Summary No, 14, paragraph 34. M. K. Baumgartner, a coal¬ 
mining engineer employed by the Afghan Government, was seen on the 28th May 
in the vicinity of Dahan-i-Iskar (Map 38/A. B-2). He stated that he had 
visited the coal deposits at Barfak (Map 38/A. A-3), Ishpushta (Map 38/A. A-3), 
Narin (Map 37/H. A-4) and Ishkamiah (Map 37/H. A-3). (A) 

40. French. 

Reference Summary No. 20, paragraph 6. M. H. de Cizancourt, with other 
members of the party of mining engineers engaged by the Afghan Government in 
a search for oil, were seen in Khanabad (Map 37/H. A-2) on the 1st June. They 
had been working from Mazar-i-Sharif to Lataband (Map 37/H. C-l and 2), 
east of Khanabad. (A) 

41. Turks. 

The I slab of the 30th May states that a Turkish doctor named Hauzad Tauq 
Kuz, a phthisis specialist, arrived recently in Kabul. He has joined the staff of 
the Rifqi Sanatorium in Kabul. 

(For military attache absent on tour), 
W. R. HAY. 

Kabul , June 20, 1936. 


[N 3793/107/97] No. 66. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden.—(Received July 27.) 

(No. 89. Confidential.) 

Sir, Kabul , June 30, 1936. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for information a copy of the 
Intelligence Summary of the military attache to this Legation, No. 26, dated 
the 27th June, 1936. 

2. Paragraph 12.—Ur. Fox left Kabul on completion of his tour on the 
30th June. I propose to comment on his visit to Afghanistan by separate 
despatch, as soon as I receive his detailed report, which he hopes to complete 
within a month of his return to India. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

W. K. FRASER-TYTLER. 


Enclosure in No. 66. 


(Secret.) 

Intelligence Summary No. 26 for the Week ending June 26, 1936. 

General. 

THE Afghan Government have published a code to regulate the employment 
of foreigners in Afghanistan. The text of this appears to be reasonable, and 
calls for no comment. 

The formation of a Government stores purchasing department is confirmed, 
and a director has been appointed. This new department will now be responsible 
for purchasing all Government requirements. The Ashami Company has been 
responsible for these purchases up to the present. 

It is reported that the Afghan Government intend to carry out a remeasure¬ 
ment of all agricultural land with a view to a reassessment of taxes, and an 
increase of revenue from this source. Kandahar, Kataghan and Badakhshan 
Provinces are said to be the areas which will be affected first of all. 

A somewhat belated balance-sheet for the year 1313 (1934-35) has been 
published by the Afghan National Bank. A large increase in profits is shown, 
but the balance-sheet is probably fictitious. 











227 

Dr. C. S. Fox, the geological expert lent to the Afghan Government by the 
Government of India, has completed his tour of potential coal-bearing areas. 
Paragraph 12 of this summary gives the results of his investigations, and para¬ 
graph 13 gives a few details of the Afghan Government’s requirements for the 
supply of fuel in Kabul. 


Kabul. 

2 Civil A viation. Kabul-T ermez Service. 

A Russian biplane, believed to be a P-5 civil mail plane or an R-5 military 
plane, arrived in Kabul at 1140 hours on the 23rd June uid ’eft Kabul at 
0900 hours on the 25th June. (A) 

3. Code for the Employment of Foreign Subjects in Afghanistan. 

The Islah of the 17th May publishes a code to regulate the employment of 
foreign subjects in Afghanistan. The code does not appear to call for any 
particular comment, but the following points are worthy of note:— 

(a) Foreign employees of the Afghan Government must conduct themselves 

in accordance with the laws of the land. 

(b) Employees may not interfere in political or religious affairs in 

Afghanistan, nor may they take part in trade. 

(c) Any Government department wishing to engage a foreign employee must 

do so through Afghan representatives abroad. 

4. Ahmad Shah Khan ( W.W. 148) and Supply of Films for the Kabid Cinema. 

Ahmad Shah Khan (W.W. 148) is proceeding to India via Torkham on or 
about the 27th June, and intends to stay in Calcutta for three weeks. 

He is to arrange for a supply of films for the Kabul Cinema, which is said 
to be opening in August. 

It is reported that Maulvi Abdul Haq of Lahore has failed to secure the 
contract for the supply of films (Summary No. 22, paragraph 3), as he was found 
to have imported motor tyres, &c., into Afghanistan without paying customs 
duty. (B) 

Ahmad Shah has opened a forwarding agency in Kabul, with a branch at 
Peshawar. The agent of the Peshawar branch is said to be Muhammad Afzal, 
a former clerk of the Khyber Agency, who was dismissed. 

5. Formation of a Government Stores Purchasing Department. 

With reference to Summary No. 12, paragraph 4, the Islah of the 17th June 
announces that the Government stores purchasing department ha$ been formed 
and Abdul Rasul Khan, chief assistant to the Minister of Posts and Telegraphs, 
has been appointed as director of the new department. 

6. Celebration of His Majesty's Birthday. 

His Majesty’s Minister was “ At Home ” to all British and Indian residents 
in Kabul on the 23rd June in honour of Plis Majesty The King’s birthday. 

Owing to Court mourning, no official reception or dinner was given. 

7. Reduction in Kabul Hotel Charges. 

The Islah of the 17th June announces a reduction in the charges for rooms 
at the Kabul Hotel. First-class rooms were previously rated at 40 Afghani rupees 
per diem, and arc now reduced to 30 Afghani rupees. The charges for second- 
class rooms have been reduced from 30 Afghani rupees to 20 Afghani rupees, and 
third-class rooms from 25 Afghani rupees to 15 Afghani rupees per diem. 

8. Issue of a Notification by the Italian Legation in Kabul regarding Italian 

Currency Notes. 

The Islah of the 17th June publishes a notice issued by the Italian Legation 
in Kabul stating that holders of Italian currency notes should hand their notes to 
Italian consulates with a view to using them for trade or other legitimate purpose 
in Italy. The permission of the National Council of Foreign Exchanges is 
necessary before transactions are carried out. 

Italian currency notes will be accepted by the Italian Legation in Kabul up 
to the 10th July, 1936. In this connexion please see Diary No. 49 of 1935, 
paragraph 7. 
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9. Collection of Land Revenue. 

Ghulam Majtaba Khan, a secretary in the Ministry of Finance, is reported 
to have proceeded on tour to Kandahar, Herat and Mazar-i-Sharif. The object 
of the tour is stated to be the introduction of the new system of collection of land 
revenue reported in Summary No. 22, paragraph 6. 

It is stated that the Afghan Government intend to carry out remeasurements 
of irrigated and cultivated areas with a view to increasing revenue. The 
provinces which will be affected first will be Kandahar and Kataghan- 
Badakhshan. (B) 

Needless to say, the idea is not very welcome to inhabitants of these provinces. 

10. G. M. Muhammad Ihsan Khan. 

With reference to Summary No. 23, paragraph 10, G. M. Muhammad Ihsan 
Khan (W.W. 363) is reported to have married a niece of the Queen Mother on 
the 11th June at the residence of the Acting Minister of Defence. King Zahir 
Shah was present at the ceremony and contributed 5,000 Afghani rupees towards 
the expenses of the wedding. Fie referred to Muhammad Ihsan Khan as a Firqa 
Mishar (Major-General), thus forecasting his impending promotion. (B) 

Finance. 

11. Profits of the Afghan National Bank. 

The net profits of the Afghan National Bank for the year 1313 (1934-35) are 
stated to be 5,816,607 Afghani rupees. The net profits for the year 1312 (1933-34) 
were said to be 2,037,146 Afghani rupees. The balance-sheets are signed by 
Muhammad Naim Khan (W.W. 464a), the acting president of the Afghan 
National Bank. The balance-sheets are probably artificial. (B) 


Minerals. 

12. Coal. 

With reference to Summary No. 25, paragraph 17, Dr. C. S. Fox, the 
geological expert lent to the Afghan Government by the Government of India, has 
given the following preliminary details regarding coal deposits in Afghanistan. 
During his tour Dr. Fox has examined the following coal occurrences (or reputed 
coal occurrences):— 

(a) Lataband, 3 miles west of Seh Baba (Map 38/F. M-6646). 

(b) Taraki, near Khurd Kabul (Map 38/F. M-4631). 

(c) Kushi, in the Logar Valley (Map 38/F. R-2483). 

(d) Serai Khwaja, north of Kabul (Map 38/F. M-1374). 

(e) Ghorband Valley at Faragird, 400 yards south-west of Deh Patan 

(Chaoni) (Map 38/B. D-l). 

(/) Ishpushta (Map 38/A. A-3). 

(g) Barfak (Map 38/A. A-3). 

(h) Narin (Map 37/H. A-4). 

( i) Ishkamish, in Badakhshan (Map 37/H. A-3). 

(j) The Shisha Walang area (Map 33/M. B-2). 

(k) The Chail area in Afghan Turkestan (Map 33/M. C-2). 

Dr. Fox considers that the coal occurrences at ( b ), ( c) and (d) above are quite 
worthless, and need not be seriously considered as coal occurrences. The 
occurrence at Lataband, (a) above, contains a large percentage of sulphur and 
would not be suitable for domestic use. The quantity available is not large and 
mining would be difficult. With regard to the occurrence at Faragird, ( e) above, 
the amount of coal available is not large, the seam is thin and mining would be 
expensive. The occurrence at Ishkamish, (i) above, might prove useful for local 
use in a small way, while the occurrence at Chail, (k) above, is not an attractive 
proposition. (A) 

Dr. Fox considers that the occurrences at Ishpushta, Barfak, Narin and the 
Shisha Walang area, (/), (g), (//) and (j) above, are large potential coal deposits, 
and he recommends a systematic geological survey of these areas, as his 
observations are based on isolated exposures. 

He further recommends the employment by the Afghan Government of an 
English geologist for two seasons’ work. 
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13. The Urgent Need for Coal in Kabul. 

Dr. C. S. Eox, the geological expert lent to the Afghan Government by the 
Government of India, had an interview with the Afghan Prime Minister and the 
Trade Minister on the 17th June. During the course of the interview the Afghan 
Prime Minister emphasised the necessity for a large supply of fuel for domestic 
purposes, and the burning of bricks and lime-stone for building purposes in Kabul. 

The annual requirements for Kabul and its suburbs were stated to he— 

(a) 8,000 tons of lime. 

(b) 50 million bricks. 

(c) 40,000 tons of cement. 

(d) 10,000-20,000 tons of fuel for domestic purposes. 

Lime is produced at 16 Afghani rupees per kharwar (1,280 lb.), or 8 Indian 
rupees per ton at the kiln. 

Bricks are produced at 26 Afghani rupees or 7/7 Indian rupees per 1,000 
at the kiln. 

Cement is at present purchased from India and costs 600 Afghani rupees or 
171/7 Indian rupees per ton delivered in Kabul. 

Wood at present costs 32 to 36 Afghani rupees per kharwar. Coal, to be 
of economic value for domestic purposes, must be delivered in Kabul at not more 
than 30 Afghani rupees per kharwar, or 15 Indian rupees per ton. (A) 

The Afghan Prime Minister told Dr. Fox that the most pressing need was 
fuel for burning bricks and lime for building operations now in progress, and 
asked him whether the Lataband and Ghorband coal mentioned in paragraph 12 
of this summary could be used for this purpose. Dr. Fox replied that it was 
possible to use this coal as a temporary measure for this purpose, but the supplies 
available were small. 

The Prime Minister said that the coal occurrences in Northern Afghanistan 
mentioned by Dr. Fox ( cf. paragraph 12 of this Summary) were remote, and a 
considerable time would elapse before these could be exploited. 

Dr. Fox was asked to re-examine the Ghorband coal deposits, and report 
whether the coal in the vicinity of Faragird could be turned into a commercial 
proposition and be used for brick making, &c. He visited Faragird on the 
21st June, but the second visit confirms his first impression that supplies are small, 
and mining will be expensive. He advises the opening up of the Ghorband 
(Faragird) coal deposits purely as a temporary measure. 


Eastern Province. 

14. Establishment of a Civil Hospital. 

The Islah of the 17th June states that a civil hospital is being established 
at Jalalabad, and in order to carry out this project civil and military officers are 
making voluntary donations of from twenty to three days’ pay, according to rank, 
to the hospital. The hospital is to have forty beds. 
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Southern Province. 

15. Smuggling by Ghilzais. 

With reference to Summary No. 23, paragraph 17 (6), it is reported that 
Ahmad Shah Khan returned to Kabul on the 13th June. He is said to have 
succeeded in settling the payment of customs duties with the inhabitants of 
Zurmat and Katawaz, but failed as far as the Sultan Khel Sulaiman Khel are 
concerned. (B) 

It is stated that the Ghilzais are trying to get their goods into Hazarajat. 
(Summary No. 25, paragraph 13.) 

16. The Activities of Leaders of the Southern Province. 

With reference to Summary No. 21, paragraph 9, and Summary No. 25, 
paragraph 18, the tribal leaders of the Southern Province are reported to be still 
holding secret meetings to discuss affairs generally. 
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A son of Sanak Khan Mangal is stated to have sent a Hindu named Gopal 
of Khost with a verbal message to “ Pak ” asking him to commence anti- 
Government propaganda in Mangal territory. (B) 

The various tribal leaders mentioned in Summary No. 21, paragraph 9, are 
said to be in touch with the Naqib of Chaharbagh (W.W. 546). 

17. F.M. Pit Muhammad Khan. 

It is reported that F.M. Pir Muhammad Khan (W.W. 500) arrived at Gardez 
from Urgun on the 18th June. The object of his visit is said to be to attempt 
to establish happier relations between himself and F.M. Muhammad Afzal Khan 
(W.W. 138). (B) 


Afghan Relations with North-West Frontier Tribes. 

18. Maksuds. 

With reference to Summary No. 25, paragraph 25, it is reported that Ahmad 
Jan, a son of Musa Khan (W.W. 462), is also in Kabul. 

Musa Khan and his son, with eight or nine followers, are said to have been 
accommodated by the Hazrat of Shor Bazaar (W.W. 256). 

In the reign of ex-King Amanullah Musa Khan is reported to have had an 
annual allowance of 60,000 Afghani rupees per annum for himself and his tribe, 
but the present Afghan Government are said to have cut this down to 1,500 
Afghani rupees for Musa Khan and his son. (B) 

Musa Khan is now stated to be making efforts through the Hazrat of Shor 
Bazaar to have the allowance increased to the former amount. 

19. Bannuchis. 

Maulvi Said Ghulam Bannuchi, who now resides at Nasrat Khel in Kohat 
district, is reported to have visited Gardez recently to receive his allowance. He 
has now returned to his home via Bannu. (B) 


The Army. 

20. Practice Ceremonial Drill for Independence Day Celebrations. 

The garrison in Kabul are carrying out practice ceremonial drill almost 
daily in preparation for the review and march-past during the Independence Day 
celebrations, which take place in August. (A) 

21. Lectures for N.C.O.’s at Ghazni. 

The officiating G.O.C. at Ghazni is, according to the Islah of the 17th June, 
arranging for a series of lectures to be given to n.c.o.’s of the garrison at 
Ghazni. The object of the lectures is stated to be to advance the standard of 
training and broaden the views of the n.c.o.’s on military matters. 

22. G.M. Muhammad Ayaz Khan. 

It is reported that G.M. Muhammad Ayaz Khan (W.W. 442a) left Kabul 
a few days ago to take up his new appointment in the Farah Province. 
(Summary No. 21, paragraph 18.) (B) 

His stay in Kabul is said to be due to the fact that the Prime Minister 
wished to see him and give him some special instructions. 

23. Qurban Husain Shah “ Shahji” (W.W. 512). 

With reference to Summary No. 23, paragraph 21, it is stated that the Afghan 
Cabinet has agreed to the recommendations of the committee of officers in the 
Ministry of Defence, but the announcement of the decision is being deferred until 
the return of S. Shah Mahmud Khan (W.W. 414). In the meanwhile the stores 
in the State workshops in Kabul are carefully locked and sealed, and are under 
examination. (B) 





Communications. 

Routes in Afghanistan N.E. 

24. Road Kabul-Kala Sarkari {Randan). Route No. 9. 

(a) Stages 1 to 6.—The military attache motored from Kabul via the Unai 
Pass to the vicinity of Gardan Diwal (Map 38/E. A-2) on the 14th June. A 
touring car and a lightly loaded 1-ton lorry were taken. No car had travelled 
over this route this year, and Afghan officials stated that only one ear had visited 
Rakhol (Map 33/N. D-3) during 1935. 

The road was found to be fit for occasional motors in fair weather as far 
as its junction with Route 8 near Gardan Diwal in stage 6. 

Hairpin bends on the Unai Pass, and the ascents and descents from and to 
ravines and smaller passes in stages 5 and 6, caused some delay, as reversing was 
necessary in order to negotiate these bends. Gradients in one or two instances 
were steep but could be easily improved. No other difficulties were encountered. 
The road from Gardan Diwal continues along the left bank of the Helmand 
River as far as Rakhol (Route 8, stage 8) and ends there. (A) 

Local Afghan officials stated that the road to Rakhol is in good condition, 
but that beyond Rakhol the road is not fit for motors, and that no work was in 
progress on the road between Rakhol and Maidan-i-Pai Pass (Route 8. stage 9). 

A single telephone line on wooden poles runs between Jalrez (Map 38/B. C-3) 
and Rakhol and follows approximately the line of the road. 

The Helmand River is crossed near Gardan Diwal at mile 5-| in stage 6 by 
a country bridge not fit for motors. The river was fordable, the stream on the 
14th June being 25 yards wide and 15 inches deep. The bottom was stony and 
firm. 

(b) Stages 7 and 8.—This portion of Route 9 was traversed on foot or by 
riding pony and is a good camel road. The road is stony and rough between the 
Hajigak Pass (Map 38/B. A-2) and the Kalu villages (Map 38/B. A-2) and the 
overflow from irrigation channels runs along the road in places. (A) 

(c) Alternative to Stage 9.—The route via the Kalu Dara (Map 33/N. D-l) 
and Paimori (Map 33/N. D-l) to Zohak (Map 33/N. D-l) is a fair pony and 
donkey track. It is difficult for camels, as the country bridges are weak and 
narrow and there are several dangerous ascents and descents over spurs in places 
where the old road has been washed away. The convoys met on this section 
consisted entirely of pack ponies or donkeys. (A) 

25. Road Bamiarr-Band-i-Amir. Route No. 9, Stages 10-13. 

The military attache motored from Bamian to Band-i-Amir on the 19th June, 
and returned to Bamian the same day. The outward journey took four and a 
half hours and the return journey three and a half hours. A touring car and a 
1-toil lorry were taken. (A) 

Road conditions were good, and no difficulty was experienced, other than at 
the hairpin bends over the Shahidan, Shibartu and Nil Passes, where reversing 
was necessary for both the car and lorry in order to negotiate the bends. 

Routes in Afghanistan N.E. and N.W. 

26. Road Bamian-Band-i-Amir-Daulatyar. 

{a) Local enquiries were made by the military attache at Band-i-Amir on 
the 19th June as to the state of the road between Band-i-Amir (Map 33/N. A-l) 
and Daulatyar and Herat. One local Afghan stated that the road between 
Band-i-Amir and Daulatyar had not been used by any motor since June 1935, 
when six cars belonging to the ex-Governor of Herat, Abdur Rahim Khan 
(W.W.-89), had travelled from Herat to Kabul (Diary No. 27 of 1935, 
paragraph 26). The road was now out of repair, but forced labour was being 
used all along the road, and it was hoped that the road would be open for use 
this summer. (B) 

A second Afghan stated that the road could not be used by motors beyond 
Zari (Map 33/J. D-2), as heavy landslides had occurred during the winter. 
Reconstruction and repair of the road had not yet commenced, but work would 
be started shortly. 
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( b) An American student from Cologne, who is doing a world tour, recently 
arrived in Kabul, via Herat-Daulatyar-Band-i-Amir and Bamian. He cycled 
from Herat to Kabul, and had some very uncomfortable experiences between 
Daulatyar and Bamian. He did not know any Eastern language, carried no 
food with him, his cycle tyres were torn to ribbons and he had to wheel his cycle 
for considerable distances. He was subject to police supervision from Daulatyar 
to Charikar. He stated that the road between Daulatyar and Band-i-Amir was 
impossible for motors owing to landslides. Unfortunately, he could not give any 
place names as he had no map and was unable to ask the local inhabitants the 
names of the places he visited. An English-speaking Indian at Daulatyar gave him 
some assistance, and the police authorities at Bamian provided a policeman on 
foot to accompany him to Charikar. (B) 


His Majesty’s Legation. 

27. Tour of the Military Attache. 

With reference to Summary No. 25, paragraph 33. The military attache, 
accompanied by Major J. H. D. Parkin, Dr. C. S. Fox (Summary No. 25, para¬ 
graph 17) and Miss E. Williams (Summary No. 17, paragraph 25 (/)), motored 
to Band-i-Amir (Map 33/N. A-l) on the 19th June, and returned to Bamian on 
the same day. The party, with the exception of Dr. Fox, returned to Kabul by 
car on the 20th June. 


Foreign Missions. 

28. Italian Legation. 

M. U. Sabetta, the Italian Minister in Kabul, is leaving for India, via 
Torkham, on or about the 28th June, and will stay in Bombay until the 15th July 
approximately. He will meet his wife at Bombay. (A) 

29. Iranian Embassy. 

(a) It is stated that Agha Ali Akbar Bahman, Iranian Ambassador in Kabul, 
is leaving for Tehran shortly on two months’ leave. He will travel via Herat and 
Meshad. 

During his absence Agha N. K. Shayan, counsellor, is to act as Charge 
d’Affaires. (B) 

Rumour has it that Agha Ali Akbar Bahman may not return to Kabul, but 
will be appointed to Angora on the termination of his leave. 

(b) It is reported that the Iranian Government have issued instructions to 
their Embassy in Kabul that all Iranian ladies residing in the Embassy are to 
discard their veils. (B) 


Individuals. 

30. Afghans. 

Ghulam Sarwar Khan, son of Said Ahmad Khan, and Muhammad Hussain 
Khan, son of Haji Abdur Rauf Khan, both of Kabul, are proceeding, via 
Peshawar and India, to the United Kingdom on or about the 24th June. They 
have been selected to undergo a course of training in wireless telegraphy in 
London. (A) 

31. British. 

(a) Major J. H. D. Parkin left Kabul for Peshawar on the 22nd June 
(Summary No. 24, paragraph 17 (a )). 

(b) Captain L. W. Woolridge, of the Political Department, Government of 
India, arrived in Kabul from Peshawar on the 26th June and is staying in this 
Legation. 

(c) Dr. C. S. Fox left Kabul for Bamian on the 18th June and after visiting 
Band-i-Amir and the Ghorband Valley returned to Kabul on the 22nd June 
(Summary No. 25, paragraph 17). 
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32. Turkish. 

(a) Zahida Khanum, a lady doctor in Afghan Government employ, has 
completed her contract with the Afghan Government and has been informed that 
the agreement will not be renewed. She is leaving for Turkey within the next 
fortnight. (B) 

(b) Shevket Bay, an engineer in Afghan Government employ, is leaving 
Kabul, as the Afghan Government have informed him that his services are no 
longer required. (B) 

It is believed that the incident reported in Summary No. 10, paragraph 32, 
has some connexion with his dismissal. 

(c) It is reported that Dr. Hasan Rashid Bay has informed the Afghan 

Government that he wishes to give up his appointment, and intends to leave for 
Turkey in November 1936 (Summary No. 22, paragraph 26). (B) 


Kabul, June 27, 1936. 


A. S. LANCASTER, Major, 

Military A ttache. 


[N 3935/107/97] No. 67. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden.—(Received AiLgust 4.) 

(No. 91. Confidential.) 

Sir, Kabul, July 8, 1936. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for information a copy of the Intelligence 
Summary of the military attache to this Legation, No. 27, dated the 4th July, 
1936. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State 
for India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

(For the Minister), 

W. R. HAY. 


Enclosure in No. 67. 

(Secret.) 

Intelligence Summary No. 27 for the Week ending Jxdy 3, 1936. 

General. 


KING ZAHIR SHAH is said to be continuing to take an interest in current 
affairs. 

A German aeroplane is to visit Kabul shortly and carry out demonstration 
flights. 

The National Bank in Kabul has issued notes of the denomination of 
100 Afghani rupees during the week. 

The managing director of the Ashami Company is reported to be arranging 
for the purchase of machinery and war material up to a value of 10 million marks 
un a credit basis in Germany. 

Mr. Hart, the American oil concession hunter, is now said to be more hopeful 
of obtaining an oil concession in Afghanistan. Details are given in paragraph 14 
of this summary. 

The efforts of the Afghan Government to control the Shinwaris appear to 
be meeting with more success, though a concession has been made regarding the 
fines to be collected for murders committed by members of the tribe. 

Arrangements are being made for the erection of wireless stations at Dai 
Zangi and Matun, and Messrs. Marconi’s agents are visiting these two centres 
to select suitable sites. (Cf. paragraphs 37 and 39 of this summary.) 








Kabul. 

2. Civil Aviation: Kabul-Termez Service. 

A Russian biplane believed to be a P-5 civil plane or an R-5 military type 
arrived in Kabul at 1430 hours on the 29th June, and left Kabul for Termez at 
0845 hours on the 1st July. (A) 

3. King Zakir Shah’s Interest in Affairs. 

It is stated that King Zahir Shah continues to interest himself in current 
affairs, and a Cabinet Minister visits him every Tuesday. (Summary No. 14, 
paragraph 4.) (B) 

4. Repairs to Government Buildings at Dar-ul-Aman. 

(a) Reference Summary No. 24, paragraph 5, the King’s palace at Dar-ul 
Aman is to be repaired. It is stated that no decision has yet been reached as to 
whether the King should take up his residence there or not. (B) 

(b) The Afghan Prime Minister is reported to have bought some land at 
Dar-ul-Aman and is building a house for himself there. (B) 

5. German Aeroplane to visit Afghanistan. 

Mr. F. 0. Dams, the representative of the Burma Shell Oil Company now 
in Kabul, stated (A) that a German aeroplane (Junker 52, No. D.AVUP) piloted 
by Herr Drechsel left Berlin on the 1st July for Afghanistan via Iran and Herat. 
The aeroplane belongs to the D.L.H. Company. He has sent 622 gallons of 
aviation spirit to Herat and 4,500 gallons to Kabul. 

The machine is believed to be coming out for demonstration and meteoro¬ 
logical survey purposes. The machine will possibly visit Kashgar, as the D.L.H. 
Company are said to be interested in a regular air service between Shanghai and 
Berlin. 

6. Council of Nobles. 

The Islah of the 20th June states that Maulvi Yar Muhammad Khan of 
Mukur has been appointed a member of the Council of Nobles by King Zahir 
Shah. 

7. Arrest of Abdul Haq. 

It is reported that Abdul Haq, a member of the staff of the Islah newspaper 
and a son of Haji Abdul Rahim, a merchant of Kabul, was arrested on the 
23rd June and confined to the Kabul jail on a political charge. (B) 

8. Kabul Police Commandant reports Secret Meeting. 

The Commandant of the Kabul Police and Abdul Hakim Khan of the Home 
Ministry police branch have reported to the Afghan Prime Minister that 
F.M. Abdul Ghafur Khan (W.W. 28), Chief of the General Staff, G.M. Umar 
Klian of the Intelligence Branch, Ministry of Defence, G.M. Muhammad Said 
Khan, Chief of Staff of the Guards Division, and a few other officials have held 
secret meetings in the house of K.M Muhammad Ghaus at Shahr Ara, Kabul 
The reason for these meetings is not known. (B) 

9. Muhammad Gul Khan and Malik Qais Khugiani. 

A recent report states that Muhammad Gul Khan (W.W. 315a), Supreme 
Governor of Northern Afghanistan, is disappointed with the present Afghan 
Government, and is in favour of a republic. 

He is said to be carrying out propaganda in favour of a republic, and to be 
corresponding with Malik Qais Khugiani (W.W. 504) through Dilbar, a Kohati 
immigrant residing in Kabul. Malik Qais has married his daughter to the son 
of Saiyid Abbas Badshah (W.W. 2) of Islampur and a brother of W.W. 222. 

Muhammad Gul Khan is stated to be aiming at creating trouble between 
the Mohmands and the British, and so compel the latter to take action against 
the Mohmands. (B) 

He anticipates that the Mohmands would seek assistance from the Afghan 
Government and this would be refused. The final stage being revolution in 
Afghanistan. 
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Finance. 

10. Further Issue of Currency Notes. 

The Afghan National Bank have issued currency notes of the denomination 
of 100 Afghani rupees in Kabul during the week. Details as to the total amount 
issued are not available. (A) 

Trade. 

11 The Visit of the Managing Director of the Ashami Company to Europe. 

It is reported that Abdul Majid Khan (W.W. 72a) will discuss with various 
interests in France and Germany the construction of a railway in Afghanistan, 
the working- of mines, and the exploitation of oil in Afghanistan. 

It is understood that he will also buy war material and machinery from 
Germany for the Afghan Government. 

The German Government have, it is stated, agreed to arrange for the supply 
of these articles on a credit basis up to a total of 10 million marks, providing- 
certain raw materials and goods are supplied to Germany by the Afghan 
Government. (B) 

Non-fulfilment of the terms of the proposed agreement will entail interest 
charges of 4 per cent, per annum. (Summary No. 19, paragraph 8, and Summary 
No. 24, paragraph 16.) 

12. Japanese Trade. 

The Japanese trade representatives are stated to have refused to accept 
Afghan raw materials as payment for goods supplied to Afghan traders. They 
have agreed to supply their manufactured goods at very cheap rates in return 
for cash. The goods to be delivered at Indian ports. Discussions are still taking- 
place. (Summary No. 19, paragraph 7, and Summary No. 10, paragraph 19.) (li) 

13. Coal. Minerals. 

With reference to Summary No. 26, paragraphs 12 and 13, Dr. G. S. Fox 
had a further interview with the Afghan Prime Minister on the 28th June, and 
it was arranged that he should go into details with the Trade Minister next da;y 
with a view to opening up the coal-mine at Faragird (Ghorband). 

Dr. Fox met the Trade Minister and Herr Baumgartner, the Czechoslovak 
mining expert employed by the Afghan Government, on the 29th June, and the 
latter agreed to reopen the mine and extract coal as quickly as possible for the 
Afghan Government. (A) 

Oil. 

14. Mr. Hart and Oil Concessions in Afghanistan. 

With reference to Summary No. 1, paragraph 15, it is reported that 
Mr. Hart is now more hopeful of obtaining an oil concession in Afghanistan. 

In view of the arrival of French oil experts in Afghanistan Mr. JIart was 
ready to leave Kabul in May as the company he represented was not prepared 
to compete with French concession hunters. 

Mr. Hart, together with Mr. Clapp, an American geologist (Summary No. 25, 
paragraph 36), is now to tour Northern Afghanistan and examine possible oil¬ 
bearing areas. 

The Afghan Prime Minister is now said to be prepared to give the American 
company a concession for oil in any five provinces in Afghanistan. 

Mr. Hart is also reported to have discussed the question of a pipe-lino 
through British Baluchistan with the Afghan Prime Minister, should his company 
decide to take up an oil concession in the Herat Province. (B) 

Foreign Relations. 

15. Afghanistan and the Palestine Situation. 

In reply to a question put by a member of this Legation regarding possible 
reactions in Afghanistan as a result of the situation in Palestine the Afghan 
Foreign Minister stated (A) that a few people were discussing the situation, 
but the majority of the people are ignorant of conditions and take no interest 
in Palestine affairs. lie himself thought that Jews and Arabs would never live 
together in Palestine. 
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The Army. 

29. Clothing Contract. 

With reference to Summary No. 11, paragraph 21, it is stated that 
Mr. Roberson-Taylor is under suspicion for sharp practice. The cloth is said 
to have arrived and to be worth about eight and a half lakhs Afghani, whereas 
the Afghan Government have supplied Mr. Roberson-Taylor with about fourteen 
lakhs Afhani worth of wool. (C) 

The Afghan Prime Minister is said to be making enquiries into the case, 
and Abdur Rahman Tarak (W.W. 98a) is reported to have filed a suit in the local 
court against Mr. Roberson-Taylor. 

30. Incident during an Inspection of the Rushidia Military School by the A ding 

Minister of Defence. 

The Acting Minister of Defence inspected the Rushidia Military School 
on the 25th June. 

1 ftikharuddin, a Sadozai of Ludhiani Punjab, was taking a geography 
class at the time of the inspection and is stated to have asked his class a question : 
“ State which is the world’s strongest nation and give the geographical reasons 
for this.” 

The boys, in reply, stated that the British were the greatest nation, and gave 
reasons for their answers. The Acting Minister of Defence did not appear to 
object to the question and answers, but one of the military officers present, whose 
name is not known, took exception to this form of question. (B) 

On the 27th June F. M. Ali Shah Khan (W.W. 180) visited the school, and 
informed the staff that the inspection had been successful except for the above 
question, which was only suitable for India. He ordered the suspension of 
Iftikharuddin, and told him that he would not be employed in the school again. 
He then addressed the students and told them that this form of question should 
never have been put to a military class, and was the result of the slavish mentality 
of the Indian. 

31. Reported Embezzlement at Ghazni. 

G. M. Ghulam Said Khan, A.D.C. to the Acting Minister of Defence, and a 
few other officers were sent to Ghazni to examine military stores and supplies. 
They have reported deficiencies to the extent of 50,000 Afghani rupees, which are 
said to have been misappropriated in the time of F. M. Khan Zaman Khan. The 
report has been handed to the Judge Advocate-General at the Ministry of Defence. 

32. Qurban Hussain Shah ( Shahji). 

With reference to Summary No. 26, paragraph 23, it is reported that it is 
proposed to remove “ Shahji ” (W.W. 512) from the management of the State 
workshops in Kabul, and appoint a brigadier in his place. The matter will be left 
over until the return of S. Shah Mahmud (W.W. 414) from Europe. (B) 

33. Dismissal of the Officer-in-Charge of the Aerodrome at Kandahar. 

It is reported that the Governor of Kandahar has dismissed the officer in 
charge of the aerodrome at Kandahar and sent him to Kabul. (B) 

34. Reported Acceptance of Bribes. 

It is stated that N. S. Muhammad Ghaus Khan (W.W. 262), G.O.C. Central 
Army Corps, Kabul, recently accepted bribes through his A.D.C. to the extent of 
8,000 Afghani rupees from soldiers who wished to be posted near their homes at 
Jabal-us-Siraj. 

The case was reported to the Acting Minister of Defence by G. M. Muhammad 
Umar Khan, of the Intelligence Branch, and F. M. S. Asadullah Khan. (B) 
The Acting Minister of Defence interviewed Muhammad Ghaus Khan and 
expressed his displeasure, but, much to the disgust of the officers who reported the 
case, the matter was dropped. 

35. Theft of A rmy Stores. 

It is reported that the store-keepers of the Ministry of Defence handed over 
some pieces of khaki drill to K. M. Muhammad Yakub Khan of the Artillery 
Brigade at Khanabad when he came to Kabul to take over uniforms. (B) 
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The Acting Minister of Defence was informed and Muhammad Yakub was 
caught selling the cloth in the bazaar. The store-keepers concerned and 
Muhammad Yakub are now under arrest. 


Communications. 

36. Telegraphs. 

With effect from the 1st July, 1936, the Afghan Government have adopted 
the new system of international telegraph accounting for Afghanistan. 

37. Proposed Erection of a Wireless Station at Dai Zangi. 

Mr. G. W. Gray, Messrs. Marconi’s representative in Kabul, and the Afghan 
Minister of Posts and Telegraphs left Kabul on the 28th June for Bamian and 
Dai Zangi (Map 33/J). 

They propose to select a suitable site in the Dai Zangi area for the establish¬ 
ment of a wireless station. 

They are also to select an alignment for a new road from the vicinity of 
Band-i-Amir (Map 33/N. A-l) to Dai Zangi. (A) 

They are then proceeding to Herat via Band-i-Amir and Daulatyar, and will 
later visit Maimana and Mazar-i-Sharif. 

38. Routes in Afghanistan, N orth-East and North-West. 
Bamian-Band-i-Amir-Daulatyar-Herat Road .—In connexion with the visit 

of Mr. Gray and the Afghan Minister of Posts and Telegraphs (paragraph 37 
above), it is reliably reported that the Afghan Government have issued instruc¬ 
tions for the immediate repair of this road between Band-i-Amir, Daulatyar and 
Herat. 

Large working parties from the villages en route are stated to be at 
work. (A) 

39. Proposed Erection of a Wireless Station at Matun. 

It is reported that Mr. J. Boome, Messrs. Marconi’s senior representative in 
Kabul, is to visit Matun in August 1936, with a view to selecting a suitable site 
for the erection of a wireless station there. (B) 

40. Telephones. Routes South-East. 

The I slab of the 20 th June states that a telephone line has been completed 
between the district headquarters of Tani, Khost and Gardez. No further details 
are published. 

Foreign Missions. 

41. Japanese Legation. 

Mr. Nobutoshi Asakura, attache in the Japanese Legation, Kabul, left Kabul 
for Japan via India on the 28th June. (A) 

42. Russian Embassy. 

M. Skwirsky, the Soviet Ambassador designate to Kabul, is reported to be ill 
in Moscow, and may not arrive in Kabul for some time. (Summary No. 15, 
paragraph 26.) 


Individuals. 

43. Afghan. 

T.M. (Captain) Juma Gul Khan left Kabul for Peshawar on the 8th June, 
lie will take over an unserviceable gun and four rounds of ammunition in 
Peshawar and return to Kabul. 

This gun was taken from Jalalabad by the Shinwaris during the revolution in 
1929 and sold to a tribal chief of Bajaur. It was eventually handed over to the 
Indian Government and is now being returned to the Afghan Government. (A) 

44. American. 

Miss Arax Zarifian (a sister of the wife of Dr. Rifki Bay, a Turkish doctor in 
Afghan Government employ) left Kabul for India via Torkham during the 
week. (B) 


240 


45. British. 

(a) Captain L. W. Woolridge (Summary No. 26, paragraph 31 (6)) and 
Captain A. C. Galloway, secretary of this Legation, left Kabul on the 28th June 
on a visit to Bamian and Tala (Map 38/A. A-3). 

(b) Dr. C. S. Fox left Kabul for India via Torkham on the 30th June. 

(Summary No. 26, paragraph 31 (c)). (A) 

(c) Mr. F. 0. Dams, representative of the Burma Shell Oil Company, arrived 
in Kabul from India on the 26th June and is staying in this Legation. 

46. German. 

M. Otto Uitting, Messrs. Siemens’ representative in Kabul, is leaving Kabul 
for India, via Peshawar, on the 3rd July. He has been relieved by Herr E. Thomas, 
who has returned from leave in Germany. (Diary No. 48 of 1935, para¬ 
graph 36). (A) 

47. Indian. 

Framraj Dhanjibhoy Masani, said to be an attorney at law, left Kabul for 
India, via Peshawar, on the 28th June. He is said to have been absent from India 
for three years and to have visited Russia. (B). 

He is said to be a resident of Bombay and entered Afghanistan via Chaman 


48. Turkish. 

With reference to paragraph 32 of Summary No. 26, Shevket Bay is a 
professor of chemistry in Afghan employ and not an engineer. (A) 

A. S. LANCASTER, Major , 

Military A ttache. 

Kabul , July 4, 1936. 


[N 4034/107/97] No. 68. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden.—[Received August 10.) 

(No. 95. Confidential.) 

Sir, Kabul, July 16, 1936. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for information a copy of the Intelligence 
Summary of the military attachd to this Legation, No. 28, dated the 
11th July, 1936. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

(For the Minister), 

W. R. HAY. 


Enclosure in No. 68. 

(Secret.) 

Intelligence Summary No. 28 for the Week ending July 10, 1936. 

General. 

THE German Junker aeroplane has arrived in Kabul. The plane carried six 
passengers, and is believed to be staying in Kabul for six weeks. 

King Zahir Shah is stated to have made all arrangements to move to Paghman 
for the summer, but owing to the receipt of certain reports his move was cancelled 
at the last moment. 

The Islah of the 4th July states that the total value of the issue of currency 
notes up to date is 44 million Afghani rupees. Paragraph 14 ( c) of this summary 
gives details. 
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The Governor of the Southern Province is continuing his policy of collecting 
Government rifles from the tribes; this time his efforts are directed to collecting 
rifles from Wazirs who immigrated into Afghanistan from British tribal territory 
on religious grounds. 

The proposed establishment of a rifle repair shop is announced, and 
volunteers are being asked for to undergo training in armourers’ work. 

Three hundred conscript recruits from the Koh-i-Daman and Kohistan have 
been transferred from the Guards Division to other units. The reason for the 
transfer is believed to be the lack of confidence of the General Officer Commanding 
Guards Division in these men for carrying out the duties of household troops. 

Kabul. 

2. Civil Aviation: Kabul-Termez Service. 

(a) A Russian biplane believed to be a P.5 civil mail plane arrived in Kabul 
at 11 -20 hours on the 6th July. (A) 

( b) This plane left Kabul on the 8th July for Termez; the time of departure is 
not known. (B) 

3. A rrival of a German Monoplane at Kabul. 

With reference to Summary No. 27, paragraph 5, the German monoplane 
arrived at Kabul at 7 p.m. on the 8th July. The plane carried six or seven 
passengers and was met on arrival by the German Minister. Two of the 
passengers are staying in the German Legation. It is stated (b) that the plane 
will remain in Kabul for about six weeks. (A) 

4. Opening of a Female Sanatorium 

The Islah of the 27th June gives an account of the opening of a female 
sanatorium at Dar-ul-Fanun (Dar-ul-Aman). The Afghan Prime Minister 
made a speech at the opening ceremony, in the course of which he referred to the 
good work done by Turkish and Indian doctors in Afghan Government employ. 

5. Construction of an Electric Generating Plant at Chak Wardak. 

The Islah of the 30th June states that as a result of a survey by officials of 
the Ministry of Public Works it has been found that the construction of a dam 
will be necessary in order to establish an electric generating plant at Sheikhabad 
Chak Wardak (Map 38/B. D-4). Preliminary arrangements are being made for 
the construction of this dam, and a motor road is being made to the site of the 
dam. (Summary No. 19, paragraph 4.) 

6. Earthquake Shock at Kabul. 

(a) An earthquake shock was felt in Kabul at 19-10 hours on the 29th June. 
The shock was only felt slightly in the Legation, and no damage was done. (A) 

(b) It is reported that the earthquake shock on the 29th June shook down 
a part of King Zahir Shah's garage and damaged two cars. No casualties 
occurred. (B) 

7. Motor Bus Service: Kabul-Dar-ul-Amm. 

The Islah of the 2nd July announces the inauguration of a motor-bus service 
by the Ashami Company between Kabul and Dar-ul-Aman. The fare for the 
trip is 1 Afghani rupee each way. 

8. Italian Propaganda. 

With reference to Summary No. 23, paragraph 11, it is stated that Abdul 
Aziz, the Italian interpreter in the Ministry of Defence, has been carrying out 
propaganda in favour of the Italians and ex-King Amanullah and against the 
British. Abdul Aziz is said to have been left in charge of the Italian Legation 
when foreign missions left Kabul during the “ Saqavi ” regime. (B) 

9. Reported Soviet Agents. 

Two mechanics of the Afghan Air Force are said to be in touch with the 
Russian Embassy in Kabul and working as their agents. One is Mir Hisamuddin, 
a Saiyid of Kabul, who was trained in Russia and has a Russian wife. The 
other is Abdul Aziz Tokhi, a brother of K.M. Muhammad Amin Khan, Director 
of Organisation in the Ministry of Defence. He was also trained in Russia and 
has a Russian wife. (B) 
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10. Proposed Move of King Zahir Shah to Paghman cancelled. 

It is stated that King Zahir Shah made all arrangements to move to Paghman 
for the summer on the 30th June, but owing to the receipt of certain secret reports 
the move was cancelled, and in order to avoid public criticism his uncle, S. Shah 
Wali Khan (W.W. 585), has moved to Paghman and will live there for a short 
time. (B) 

11. Khugiani Absconders. 

A recent report states that Mira Jan and Muhammadu Jan, sons of Koga; 
Khugiani, who fled to the Kurram as the result of some connexion with a murder 
case, and were subsequently permitted to return to Afghanistan and settle in the 
Koh-i-Daman, near Qila Murad Beg, have been arrested, and confined in the 
Kabul jail. The charge against them is said to be that they sold some stolen 
property and a woman in the Kurram Agency, and that while in the Kurram they 
were in touch with British Government officials. (B) 

12. Courses in Economics. 

With reference to Summary No. 2, paragraph 9, Dr. Mancioli, the Italian 
financial adviser to the Afghan Government, is conducting a further course in 
economics and revenue. The I slab of the 25 th June states that this course 
commenced on the 20th June, and the students, as for the first course, are drawn 
from accountants and clerks of the revenue and other Ministries, and the National 
Bank. 


13. Afghan Currency Notes. 

(a) The Afghan Government have asked for transit facilities for twenty 
boxes of Afghan currency notes through India. The boxes are due to arrive at 
Karachi, ex steamship Durenda, from an English port on the 11th August, 
1936. (A) 

(. h) These notes may be of the denomination of 500 rupees and 1,000 rupees 
(Afghani), which the Afghan Government are believed to intend to issue. (B) 

( c) The I slab of the 4th July announces that the total value of currency note 4 
put into circulation up to date is as follows : — 


Denomination of note— 

(i) 5 Afghani rupees, 

(ii) 10 Afghani rupees, 

(iii) 20 Afghani rupees, 

(iv) 50 Afghani rupees, 


Total value of issue. 

10 million Afghani rupees 
15 million Afghani rupees 
10 million Afghani rupees 
9 million Afghani rupees 


Petrol. 

14. Burma-Shell Oil Company's Contract. 

Reference Summary No. 19, paragraph 11. It is reported that the Ashami 
Company have confirmed that the changed status of the Afghan Petrol Company 
will make no difference to the contract entered into by the latter company with the 
Burma-Shell Oil Company, and that petrol will be taken as heretofore. 

The Ashami Company have rather unwillingly accepted the increase in 
railway freight on petrol despatched to Peshawar and Chaman for import into 
Afghanistan. (A) 

This increase came into force on the North-Western Railway of India on the 
1st July, 1936, and will have the effect of increasing the price of petrol landed at 
Peshawar by 1 anna per gallon, and at Chaman by 6 pies per gallon. 

The Ashami Company have made representations against the increase in 
freight through the Afghan Government. 

Southern Province. 

15. The Collection of Government Rifles. 

It is reported that the Governor of the Southern Province, F.M. Muhammad 
Afzal Khan (W.W. 138), has taken steps to recover 400 Government rifles from 
certain British Wazir immigrants. These were issued to them by ex-King 
Amanullah in connexion with his operations against “ Bacha Saqao ” in 1929. 








The Wazirs claim that the late King Nadir Shah promised them that they could 
keep these rifles. 

The recovery of these rifles is said to have been suggested by the Master- 
General of the Ordnance, the Adjutant-General, and N.S. Zar Khan Wazir. 

The Afghan Government is stated to have decided that 200 Afghani rupees 
will be accepted in lieu of each rifle not handed in. The Wazirs, however, make 
out that a number of the rifles were lost during the operations against ‘ 1 Bacha 
Saqao.” (B) 

It will be remembered that the Governor of the Southern Province also tried 
to recover rifles from the Khostwals earlier this year (Summary No. 11. 
paragraph 18). 

16. Chakmanis and Jajis. 

With reference to Summary No. 27, paragraph 18, it is now reported that the 
Governor of the Southern Province has sent Ali Jan Khan Sabri, Director of 
Education in the Southern Province, to attempt to settle the dispute over the 
abduction of the woman. Some Chakmani headmen are said to be detained at 
Gardez pending a settlement of the case. (B) 

17. Mangals and Sabris. 

It is reported that relations between the Mangals and Sabris of the Southern 
Province are strained. The Sabris, realising that they are inferior to the Mangals 
in man-power, are said to be trying to make up for this by buying 1,500 rifles. (B) 

Northern Afghanistan. 

18. Opening of a School at Jurm. 

The Islah of the 24th June states that a school has been opened at Jurm 
(Map 37/L. D-l) in the Badakhshan Province. 

Afghan Relations with North-West Frontier Tribes. 

19. Mohmands. 

With reference to Summary No. 27, paragraph 24, an unconfirmed report 
states that Badshah Gul (W.W. 224) was fired at and missed in Koda Khel 
Mohmand territory, where he had gone to arrange a settlement between the hostile 
factions of Mohmands under the leadership of Muhammad Amin, son of Muhasil 
(not Musali as reported last week), and Malik Umra Khan. (B) 

It is further stated that a truce has been arranged for two months between 
the hostile factions as a result of the intervention of Badshah Gul and the Faqir 
of Almgar. 

20. A frulis. 

Qazi Abdul Azim Khan Mohmand is stated to have sent a report to the 
Afghan Government to the effect that the Afridis of the Khyber Agency are 
holding meetings to discuss their affairs and have decided to inform the British 
authorities that unless their old allowances are restored in full they will attempt 
to reoccupy the Khajuri Plain and make their own arrangements for recovering 
tolls in the Khyber Pass. (B) 

21. A jab’s Gang. 

Sultan, a cousin of Ajab (W.W. 151) and a member of his gang, visited Kabul 
recently, and after buying a motor lorry returned to Mazar-i-Sharif. (B) 

Shahzada (W.W. 587) is reported to be still at Tashkent. His son, who was 
sick, is improving in health and is being well looked after by the Russians. 

22. Wazirs. 

It is reported that Wazirs of British tribal territory have bought and stored 
large quantities of wheat, &c. They are stated to have been assisted by Khandan 
Khan, son of the late Malik Zangi Khan. (B) 

It is not clear from the report which sections of Wazirs have been buying 
and storing the wheat. 
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23. Tribal Boys at School in Kabul. 

The following boys of British tribal territory are stated to be at the Habibiya 
School in Kabul: — 

(a) Gulab Sher, aged about 20, son of Ganai and a cousin of Captain Gul 

Akbar Malik Din Khel Afridi. 

(b) Sher Afzal, aged 17, son of Said Almar (W.W. 542). 

(c) Sher Bahadur, aged 9, son of Said Almar (W.W. 542). 

(d) Said Khan, aged 16, cousin of Said Almar (W.W. 542). 

(e) Three sons and one nephew of Badshah Gul (W.W. 224). 

These boys are said to be housed and fed by the Afghan Government. (B) 

The Army. 

24. Inspection of the Senior Officers' School. 

The Islah of the 24th June states that the officiating Minister of Defence 
inspected the Senior Officers’ School (Kors-i-Ala) in Kabul, and after questioning 
She students on the work done expressed his pleasure at the progress made 

25. Proposed Establishment of a Rifle Repair Shop. 

The Islah of the 24th June contains a notice asking for volunteers to learn 
the work of rifle repairs in a shop to be established under the Ministry of 
Defence. 

One hundred men are required to undergo a course in rifle repairs, and 
applicants must be between twenty and twenty-five years of age. 

The pay offered is— 

(a) For the first four months: 30 Afghani rupees. 

(b) From the fourth to the eighth month: 35 Afghani rupees. 

( c ) From the eighth to the twelfth month : 40 Afghani rupees. 

{<d) After one year’s service, and if an examination is passed : 
50 Afghani rupees. 

(e) After two years’ service : 60 Afghani rupees. 

26. Changes of Appointment. 

With reference to Summary No. 26, paragraph 22, and Summary No. 14, 
paragraph 30, Elis Majesty’s consul at Kandahar reports that G. M. Muhammad 
Ayaz Khan has been transferred from Farah to the 3rd (19th) Infantry Brigade 
at Kandahar in place of G. M. Abdul Vakil Khan Jadidi, who has been 
transferred to the reserve. (B) 

A recent Kabul report confirms this change. 

27. Inspection of the Military College. 

The Islah of the 4th July states that the Acting Minister of Defence 
(W.W. 585) inspected the Military College (Maktab-i-Harbiya) on the 1st July. 
After the inspection of the various classes, he watched the students carry out some 
firing practices with revolvers and air rifles. 

28. Theft of Government Stores. 

With reference to Summary No. 27, paragraph 35, it is reported that a 
committee has been appointed to enquire into the case; meanwhile, all officials 
of the clothing store and tailor’s shop of the Ministry of Defence are under 
arrest. The committee consists of G. M. Ghulam Said Khan, senior A.D.C. to 
the Acting Minister of Defence, G. M. Mir Azam Shah Khan and K. M. Khwaja 
Abdul Qayyum Khan. (B) 

29. Recruiting for Household Troops. 

It is reported that some 300 recruits were recently enlisted for the Guards 
Infantry Division in Kabul from Koh-i-Daman and Kohistan. After their 
arrival in Kabul the General Officer Commanding of the Guards Division is stated 
to have reported that the retention of these men in household units would give 
trouble at some time or other, and suggested that they be transferred to other 
units. 
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The Acting Minister of Defence has sanctioned their transfer to other units 
and the transfer took place on the 5th July. (B) 

The inhabitants of the Koh-i-Daman and Kohistan are said to be angry about 
the transfers and at the lack of confidence shown by the General Officer Com¬ 
mand of the Guards Division in their men. 

30. Engagement of an Indian Doctor for the A fglean A rmy. 

It is reported that Dr. C. J. Parabhakar, formerly of the Indian Medical 
Service and a resident of Hubli Dharvah District, South India, has been engaged 
as a doctor by the Afghan army authorities on a salary of 900 Afghani rupees per 
month. He has been posted to Mazar-i-Sharif and is to relieve Dr. Abdul Aziz 
(Indian), who is being transferred to Maimana. (B) 

Communications. 

Routes in A fghanistan, North-East and North-West. 

31. Band-i-Amir-Daulatyar-IIerat Road. 

With reference to paragraph 38, Summary No. 27. it is reported that the 
Afghan Minister of Posts and Telegraphs and Mr. G. W. Gray have arrived in 
Herat. The road is stated to have been sufficiently repaired to allow their motors 
to proceed to Herat from Band-i-Amir via Daulatyar. (A) 

32. Routes in Afghanistan , North-East. 

Road Extension to Kola Zal. —The Islah of the 24th June states that a road is 
being constructed from Kunduz towards Kala Zal (Map 37/D. B-l). Work is in 
progress. 

The object of constructing this road is stated to be to tap the fertile district 
of Kala Zal. 

Individuals. 

33. American. 

Mr. C. E. Farrer and Mr. B. L. Whitney, of the Standard Oil Company, 
Calcutta, arrived in Kabul on the 25th June via Torkham. They are said to have 
been trying to sell petrol, particularly aviation spirit. (A) 

They are returning to India shortly. 

34. Austrian. 

M. Herbert Tichv, a student of geology, arrived in Kabul via Torkham on 
the 2nd July. He is touring Afghanistan on a motor cycle and will then proceed 
to Iran. (A) 

35. British. 

(a) Mr. F. 0. Dams left Kabul for India via Torkham on the 7th July 
(Summary No. 27, paragraph 45 ( c)). (A) 

( b ) Captain L. W. Woolridge and Captain A. C. Galloway returned to Kabul 
on completion of their tour on the 9th July (Summary No. 27, paragraph 45 (a)). 

(c) Mr. Roberson-Tavlor has been refused a visa by the Afghan Government 
pending enquiries regarding the cloth he has supplied under the terms of his 
contract (Summary No. 27, paragraph 29). (A) 

36. Egyptian. 

M. Zidan Badran, a journalist in Afghan employ, is leaving Kabul for Egypt 
on or about the 10th July. He will not return to Kabul, and intends to take up a 
journalistic career in Egypt. (B) 

37. Spanish. 

Sr. Salas and his wife arrived in Kabul on the 6th July via Chaman and 
Kandahar. They intend visiting Bamian, and will then proceed to India via 
Torkham. (A). 

A. S. LANCASTER, Major, 
Military A ttache. 

Kabul , July 11,1936. 
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[N 4162/107/97] No. 69. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden.—(Received August 17.) 

(No. 100. Confidential.) 

Sir, Kabul, July 22, 1936. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for information a copy of the intelligence 
summary of the military attache to this Legation, No. 29, dated the 
18th July, 1936. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being sent to the Secretary of State for India 
and the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

(For the Minister), 

W. R. HAY. 


(Secret.) 


Enclosure in No. 69. 


Intelligence Summary No. 29 for the Week ending July 17, 1936. 


General. 

THE Afghan Government have agreed in principle to the transport of 
Chitral timber to India through Afghanistan via the Kunar route. No customs 
duty will be charged, but some form of rafting charges may be made. 

The Sikhs of the Eastern Province have sent a strong delegation to Kabul 
to make representations against the orders for their concentration in Jalalabad. 

The Afghan Government are attempting to obtain a record of the male 
population of the Southern Province through the issue of nationality papers. 
Paragraph 8 of this summary gives details. 

The orders for the transfer of men recruited in the Koh-i-Daman and 
Kohistan areas from the Guards Infantry Division to other units are said to 
have been rescinded, and, with the exception of sixty or seventy men out of the 
300 men affected, they have all been retransferred to the Guards Infantry 
Division. Paragraph iff of this summary refers to the modification of the orders. 

The Italian Minister in Kabul stated (A) during the week that he had hoped 
that the Afghan Government would purchase aeroplanes from Italy, but the 
Abyssinian war had put a stop to this. He also said that he had heard that 
S. Shah Mahmud (W.W. 414) had arranged when in Berlin to purchase 
aeroplanes in Germany, but he had no confirmation of this. 


Kabul. 

2. Transit of Chitral Timber through Afghanistan. 

It is understood that the Afghan Government have agreed m principle to 
allow Chitral timber to be transported through Afghanistan to India free of 
duty. Some form of rafting fee will, however, be charged (Summary No. 10, 
paragraph 18). (A) 

3. The Cafe Dilbar, Kabul. 

It is reported that the Cafe Dilbar in Kabul is again being used as a resort 
for persons with anti-British views. Zakriya (W.W. 690), the Kohat outlaw, 
frequently visits the cafe, and Said Almar (W.W. 542), N. S. Musa Khan 
(W.W. 462) and Hamzan Khan (W.W. 519 a) also go there when they come to 
Kabul. (B) 

4. Anti-Government Propaganda. 

Anti-Government elements in Kabul are again reported to be discussing 
affairs and airing their anti-Government views, the main topics being the very 
low increase of half an Afghani in the pay of the Afghan soldier ancl the steps 
now being taken by Government to remeasure all irrigated land with a view to 
increasing revenue. (B) 
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5. Raid on a Village Headman's House. 

Reference Summary No. 21. paragraph 6. It is reported that, as a result 
of the efforts of the Hazrat of Shor Bazar (W.W. 256), Akhundzada Abdullah 
Jan of Ghazah, Koh-i-Daman, has been acquitted of the charges against him 
and the case against him and his friends has been dropped. (B) 

Trade. 

6. Japanese Trade in Afghanistan. 

(а) It is reported that the Japanese Minister in Kabul is very disappointed 
in the development of trade between Japan and Afghanistan, and has, it is said, 
reported to his Government that the question of closing down the Japanese 
Legation might be considered. They are said to attribute the poor trade to 
British influence. (C) 

(б) The Japanese Legation is stated to suspect the British authorities of 
tampering with their trade letters sent by ordinary post, and are said to be 
sending their trade correspondence by diplomatic mail. (B) 

Eastern Province. 

7. Sikhs in the Eastern Province. 

It is reported that some seventy Sikhs and Hindus of the Eastern Province 
have arrived in Kabul and are to make representations against the orders of the 
Afghan Government for their concentration at Jalalabad to the Afghan Prime 
Minister. 

The visit is said to have been sanctioned by the Governor of the Eastern 
Province, and they have brought with them petitions from Moslem inhabitants 
of the villages in which they have resided in the past supporting their 
representations. (B) 

Southern Province. 

8. Attempt to obtain a Record of the Male Population. 

The Afghan Government are stated to have given orders to the Governor of 
the Southern Province to the effect that all males in the province are to take out 
nationality papers (Tazkira-i-Nafas), in order that they may obtain a record of 
the male population of the province, a fee of half an Afghani to be charged for 
the papers. 

Before taking action the Governor placed the matter before his advisory 
committee, who reported that the proposal, if carried out, would alarm the people 
of the province, who would attribute the proposal to the Government’s desire to 
enforce conscription, and might tend to increase anti-Government propaganda 
which was already being spread in the province by persons hostile to Government. 
The matter was then referred to the Prime Minister, who stated that the object 
of the measure was purely in order to obtain statistics of the male population 
and that the Government had no intention of introducing conscription in the 
province. ( B ) _ . , . . 

It is stated that Government officials have not yet taken any action to enforce 
the orders. 

9. The Kurram Commission. 

The Jajis and Chnkmanis who live on the Afghan side of the frontier near 
the Kurram Agency have sent a complaint to the Afghan Government stating 
that Saiyid Abdulah Khan (W.W. 60), of the Afghan Foreign Office and one 
of the Afghan commissioners on the Anglo-Afghan Kurram Commission, is 
unacquainted with the methods of settling tribal disputes, and simply follows 
the lead of the British commissioners, with the result that the Turis of the 
Kurram are laughing at them. (B) 

10. Forest Fire. 

The Afghan forest of Mandher, near Lewani-Jaji territory, recently caught 
fire and 2 miles of forest was destroyed. It is stated that no efforts to extinguish 
the fire were made by the Afghans, but when the fire spread into British territory 
the local inhabitants turned out and succeeded in extinguishing the fire. (B) 
[14927] R 4 
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11. Mangal Hostages in Kabul. 

It is stated that Rasulgai Khan, a Mangal leader who is detained as a 
hostage in Kabul, was living in the house of Sahib Jan, a Jaji merchant of Kabul, 
but owing to some quarrel shifted his quarters and later went to the Koh-i-Daman 
on business. Sahib Jan then arranged with the police for a search of his new 
residence on the grounds that Rasulgai’s wife had stolen some 6,000 Afghani 
rupees worth of property. Rasulgai has now made a claim for 50,000 rupees on 
account of property said to have been taken away during his absence. Feeling 
is said to run high between the Jajis and Mangals in Kabul as a result of this 
incident, and messengers have been despatched to the Southern Province calling 
for jirgas to come to Kabul and settle tne affair. (B) 

Afghan Relations with North-West Frontier Tribes. 

12. Mangals of the Kurram. 

Mand Ali Khan, a nephew of the late Malik Saleh Mangal of the Kurram 
Agency, has arrived in Kabul with a view to seeing the Acting Minister of 
Defence (W.W. 585). (B) 

13. Mahsuds. 

(a) Ham Jan, a son of the late Musa Khan, Mahsud, who was a brigadier 
in the Afghan army in the time of ex-King Amanullah, has arrived in Kabul. 
The late Musa Khan received an allowance of 3,000 Afghani rupees per annum; 
his son Ilam Jan now receives 1,000 Afghani rupees per annum, and is said to 
be a rival of and hostile to N. S. Musa Khan (W.W. 462). (B) 

(b) Ilam Jan is stated to have sent a letter to the Acting Minister of Defence 
to the effect that— 

(i) Wazir and Mahsud Mullahs have assembled at Sham in British territory 

and are giving out that Islamic laws are not observed in either British 
territory or Afghanistan, and that some arrangement is necessary to 
enforce this. 

(ii) N. S. Musa Khan (W.W. 462) before his arrival in Kabul sent a man 

named Zakim Khan to bring “ Pak ” to a place called Mada Mir 
Kotal, where N. S. Musa Khan and his son, Ahmad Jan, met him and 
gave an assurance to “Pak” on behalf of N. S. Zar Khan Wazir 
(W.W. 692a) and handed him 10,000 Afghani rupees for expenses 
from himself and N. S. Zar Khan. “ Pak ” has also been informed 
of conditions in Kabul by N. S. Musa Khan through his agent, Zakim 
Khan. (C) 

The Army. 

14. Inspections by the Acting Minister of Defence. 

It is reported that the Acting Minister of Defence (W.W. 585) inspected 
the 1st Division of the Kabul Army Corps and the Ihzaria School on the 8th July. 

He is stated to have been very pleased as a result of his inspection, and to 
have remarked that the 1st Division was the best in Kabul, and the Ihzaria School 
the best of the military schools in Kabul. He also issued an appreciative order 
regarding the good work done by officers of the 1st Division and the instructional 
staff of the school. (B) 

A week’s holiday has been granted to all men of the 1st Division who reside 
within 12 miles of Kabul. 

15. Recruiting for Household Troops. 

Reference Summary No. 28, paragraph 29, it is further reported that an 
advisory committee of officers in the Ministry of Defence, having heard of the 
dissatisfaction in Koh-i-Daman and Kohistan regarding the transfer of their men 
from the Guards Infantry Division to other units, approached the Acting 
Minister of Defence with a view to having the orders for the transfer of these 
men modified. (B) 

The Acting Minister of Defence agreed to modify his orders, and the men, 
with the exception of sixty to seventy who are of poor physique or have doubtful 
characters, have been retransferred to the Guards Infantry Division. 
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16. Independence Celebrations. 

One infantry battalion (Kandak) from the Eastern Province has arrived in 
Kabul during the week, and is to take part in the military review which will take 
place during the Independence celebrations in August. It is reported that one 
infantry battalion from each province is to take part in this review. (B) 

17. Purchase of Aeroplanes. 

(a) M. U. Sabetta, the Italian Minister in Kabul, stated (A) during the week 
that he had hoped that the Afghan Government would purchase aeroplanes from 
Italy, but the Abyssinian war had prevented the possibility of a sale. 

He also said that he had heard that S. Shah Mahmud (W.W. 414) had 
arranged, when in Berlin, to purchase aeroplanes from Germany, but he had no 
confirmation of this. 

( b) There are rumours to the effect that the German aeroplane now on a visit 
to Kabul is for sale, or has been sent to Kabul with a view to obtaining an order 
from the Afghan Government for German aeroplanes. (Summary No. 28, 
paragraph 3.) (C) 


Communications. 

18. Routes in Afghanistan: North-East. 

Telephones .—'The I slab of the 8 th July states that telephone lines have been 
constructed from Desht-i-Robah (?) to the headquarters of the district (Hukumat) 
of Farkhar (map 37/H, D.2), and from Kundus (map 37/D, D.l) to the sub¬ 
district of Chahardarrah (?). 

19. Khanabad-Faizabad Road. 

(a) The Islah of the 8th July states that work is in progress on this road 
from both the eastern and western ends, i.e., at Faizabad, and Kishm (map 37/N, 
D.l) and Daraim (map 37/L, B.l). Blasting is being carried out. (Summary 
No. 6, paragraph 19.) 

(b) The same announcement states that the construction of the Toti (?) 
bridge over the Ivokcha River has been completed, thus making the journey to 
Rustaq (map 37/G, D.4) easier. 

20. Surkhab Bridge Route. 

His Majesty’s consul at Jalalabad reports that the bridge over the Surkhab 
River (map 38/J, N.3939) has been completed. 


Foreign Missions. 

21. German. 

M. L. M. Moghadam (paragraph 26 of this summary) stated (A) that the 
German Minister in Kabul is to proceed to Berlin shortly and meet Abdul Majid 
(W W. 72a), who is due to arrive in Berlin on the 31st July. 


Individuals. 

22. Afghans. 

S. Slier Ahmad Khan (W.W. 598), Afghan Ambassador at Tehran, arrived 
in Kabul on the 8th July. 

He is said to have travelled in the German Junker aeroplane which arrived 
in Kabul on that date. (Summary No. 28, paragraph 3.) (B) 

23 A merican. 

Mr. C. E. Farrar and Mr. H. L. Whitney left Kabul for India via Torkham 
on the 14th July. (Summary No. 28, paragraph 33.) (A) 

24. British. 

Captain L. W. Woolridge left Kabul for Tndia on the 11th July. (Summary 
No. 28, paragraph 35 ( b ).) 
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25. Yugoslav. 

M. K. Baumgartner, coal-mining engineer in Afghan Government employ, 
is leaving Kabul for India shortly, and stated (A) that he is proceeding to Czecho¬ 
slovakia, and would not return to Afghanistan. M. Baumgartner has been 
referred to as a Czechoslovak subject in previous summaries. 

26. Iranian. 

M. L. M. Moghadam, representative of Messrs. Skoda in Kabul, is leaving 
Kabul shortly and has been ordered by his firm to report at Prague about the end 
of July 1936. 

His visit to Prague is, he states, in order that he may meet Abdul Majid 
'W.W. 72a.) (B) 

A. S. LANCASTER, Major, 

Military Attache. 

Kabul, July 18, 1936. 


[N 4267/107/97] No. 70. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden.—(Received Augiist 24.) 

(No. 103. Confidential.) 

Sir, Kabul, July 29, 1936. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for information a copy of the Intelligence 
Summary of the military attache to this Legation, No. 30, dated the 
25th July, 1936. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

(For the Minister). 
W. R. HAY. 


(Secret.) 


Enclosure in No. 70. 


Intelligence Summary No. 30 for the Week ending July 24, 1936. 


General. 

THE German Junker monoplane now on a visit to Kabul has carried out a 
series of short flights during the week; paragraph 3 gives details. 

The mullahs of Kabul are apparently obtaining the support of the Afghan 
Government for their campaign against the manufacture or sale of intoxicating 
liquor in Kabul. 

The Afghan Government have cancelled the imposition of sanctions against 
Italy with effect from the 13th July, 1936. 

The Russian military attach^ in Kabul stated during the week that the 
Afghan Government had some time ago approached the Soviet Government witli 
regard to a gift of aeroplanes or alternatively the supply of aeroplanes on a long¬ 
term credit basis ( cf . paragraph 18). 


Kabul. 

2. Civil Aviation: Kabul-Termez Service. 

A Russian monoplane, type A.N.T. 9, No. 179, arrived in Kabul on the 
19th July at 9-30 a.m., and left for Termez at 8-30 a.m. on the 22nd July. (A) 

3. Visit of a German Monoplane to Kabul. 

(a) The German Junker monoplane now on a visit to Kabul has carried out 
short flights during the week. A large number of Afghan officials, army and air 
force officers have been given flights. The Diplomatic Corps and their families 
were also given a flight of ten minutes’ duration. (A) 
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(b) The German Minister in Kabul gave a reception in honour of the visit 
of this plane on the 22nd July, to which Afghan Ministers, the Diplomatic Corps, 
and about twenty-five Afghan air force officers were invited. (A) 

(c) The monoplane is said to be returning to Germany next week. (B) 

(d) It is stated that the Afghan Government have been asked to grant 
permission for the monoplane to carry out a survey flight over the Wakhan. 
(Summary No. 27, paragraph 5.) (B) 

4. German Trader Ordered to Leave Afghanistan. 

M. C. H. Jaeger, a German trader in Kabul, has been ordered to leave 
Afghanistan within three months, and told that failure to comply with the order 
will involve his arrest. 

It is stated that M. Jaeger has been taking an interest in politics, and has 
been in touch with the Soviet Embassy. The mullahs in Kabul are also said to 
have complained that he has been selling intoxicating liquor to Afghans. (B) 

5. The Mullahs' Anti-Drink Campaign. 

It is reported that the mullahs of Kabul have been pressing the Afghan 
Government to take active steps to suppress the manufacture of wine and spirits, 
which they state has been on the increase in Kabul. (B) 

The high court recently awarded a punishment of thirty-one lashes and three 
years’ imprisonment to a woman of Kabul for making wine, and a punishment of 
twenty-nine lashes and one and a half years’ imprisonment to a woman for 
possessing wine in her house. 

6. Sikhs in Kabul. 

A Sikh lorry driver named Prem Singh of Tirah, employed by Messrs. Daiyal 
Singh and Co., contractors to the Afghan Government, recently received severe 
head injuries as a result of a tyre burst, and was admitted into the Legation 
hospital as a special case. (A) 

He has made a marvellous recovery, but has lost the use of one eye. The Sikh 
community in Kabul, normally not very friendly with this Legation, have 
expressed their gratitude, and the attitude of these Sikhs towards the Legation 
has to a certain extent changed for the better. 

7. Punishment for Disrespect to a Saint. 

T. M. (Captain) Muhammad Ali of Kabul recently made some improper 
remarks regarding a saintly ancestor of the Naqib of Chaharbagh (W.W. 546), 
and on conviction was awarded seven years’ imprisonment, and on the 15th July 
was publicly paraded through the city. (B) 

Southern Province. 

8. Smuggling by Ghilzais. 

The Sulaiman Khel are stated to be annoyed with the Afghan Government 
over the effective measures taken by them to recover customs duty in respect of 
goods they import from India. (B) 

The tribe is said to have sent messengers to the leaders of other tribes in the 
Southern Province, asking them to meet them on their return from Hazarajat in 
the autumn in order to discuss the question of the collection of customs duties 
and other matters. (Summary No. 27, paragraph 23.) 

9. “ Pak." 

A recent report states that “ Pak ” is still carrying out propaganda in the 
Southern Province, and has also sent some of his agents to the Eastern Province. 

<B) 

10. Muqbils. 

It is stated that Sultan Khan Muqbil, a tribal hostage in Kabul and believed 
to be a follower of the Naqib of Chaharbagh (W.W. 546) and a friend of “ Pak,” 
has been granted permission to return to his home for twenty days. He left 
Kabul on the 18th July and his visit to his home is said to be in connexion with 
the Sahib Din-Zamin Muqbil case. (B) 
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11. Tanis and Settlement in Northern Afghanistan. 

Honorary Brigadier Sado Khan Tani, who was granted land in Kataghan, 
Northern Afghanistan, last year, is now said to have induced 100 Tam 
families to settle in Kataghan, and has asked for grants of land for these families 
at the scale of approximately four acres per person settling in the Kataghan 
district. The Afghan Prime Minister has not yet made any decision in the 
matter. (B) 


Foreign Relations. 

12 Removal of Sanctions against Italy. 

The Islah of the 18th July announces that sanctions against Italy have been 
removed by the Afghan Government with effect from the 13th July, 1936. 
(Summary No. 2, paragraph 16.) 

Afghan Relations with North-West Frontier Tribes. 

13. Afridis. 

About seventeen Kuki Khel Afridis are stated to have visited Jalalabad 
recently. They were entertained by the Governor of the Eastern Province for a 
few days, and then sent back to Tirah. They wished to visit Kabul but were 
not allowed to do so. (B) 

14. Madda Khel Wazirs. 

Ghulam Mohiuddin Khan, son of Malik Dande Khan, Madda Khel Wazir 
is said to have reported to the Afghan Government that Lalgai and Akbar Khan, 
Madda Khel Wazirs, motor drivers operating in the Koh-i-Daman and Kabul, 
are British spies and supply information to Ajab Khan Naib Tehsildar and 
Muhammad Nawaz Khan, assistant political officer, North Waziristan. These 
drivers are said to have obtained Afghan passports. (B) 


Sinkiang Affairs. 

15. Ex-Amir of Khotan. 

Qurban Niaz, son of Hashim Haji and a servant of Muhammad Amin, 
ex-Amir of Khotan, delivered a letter addressed to the oriental secretary of this 
Legation during the week. No reply is being given to this letter. (Summary 
No. 27, paragraph 28.) (A) 


The Army. 

16. G. M. Sher Muhammad Khan. 

It is reported that G. M. Sher Muhammad Khan, A.D.C. to the King, was 
arrested and confined in the Kabul jail during the week but later was released 
and the King ordered his transfer to the Committee of Improvements and Reforms 
in the Ministry of Defence. (B) 

17. Army Clothing Contract. 

(a) Reference Summary No. 28, paragraph 35 (c). It is stated that 
Mr. Roberson-Taylor has agreed to cancel half his contract for the supply of 
cloth for the Afghan army, but hopes to regain this on the return of S. Shah 
Mahmud (W.W. 414) in September or October. (B) 

The Afghan Government have now authorised the issue of an exit visa to 
Mr. Roberson-Taylor and he hopes to leave Kabul on the 25th July. 

(h) Mr. Roberson-Taylor stated (A) that he will only be allowed to purchase 
half of the wool he requires for his cloth contract, i.e ., 580 tons instead of 
1,160 tons. He is, however, to continue to supply yarn for the Kabul workshops, 
where two machines are engaged in making ‘ ‘ Pashmina ’ ’ cloth. 

18. Supply of Aeroplanes to Afghanistan. 

Colonel A. Benedictov, the Soviet military attach^, stated (A) during the 
week that some time ago the Afghan Government had approached the Soviet 
Government with regard to a gift of aeroplanes or, alternatively, the supply of 
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aeroplanes on a long-term credit basis, but gave the impression that his Govern¬ 
ment did not view the proposals with any great favour, and that no decision 
had been reached regarding the supply of these planes. He appeared, however, 
to be very interested in the visit of the German monoplane to Kabul, and possible 
reasons for the visit. 


Foreign Missions. 

19. Russian Embassy. 

M. B. Skwirsky, the newly appointed Soviet Ambassador in Kabul, arrived 
in Kabul by air from Termez on the 19th July. He was accompanied by his wife. 

A. S. LANCASTER, Major , 

Military Attache. 

Kabul, July 25, 1936. 


Correction. 

Summary No. 24 of 1936.—Paragraph 6, sub-paragraph 3.—Last line : For 
"agricultural produce’’ read “textile goods.” 


[N 4364/107/97] No. 71. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden.—[Received August 31.) 

(No. 108. Confidential.) 

Sir, Kabul, August 6, 1936. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit for information a copy of the Intelligence 
Summary of the military attache to this Legation, No. 31, dated the 1st August, 
1936. 

2. Paragraph 9.—The Foreign Minister did not leave Kabul on the 
3rd August. In conversation on the 5th August he informed me that he was 
putting off his departure at the request of the Prime Minister until after the 
Festival of Independence, which takes place from the 14th to 21st August. This 
sudden change in Faiz Muhammad’s plans may perhaps be connected with the 
arrest of the mullahs referred to in paragraph 6 of the Intelligence Summary 
under reference. These arrests have caused a stir in Kabul and have given rise 
to some anti-Government talk on the part of the opponents of the present regime. 
With S. Shah Mahmud absent in Europe, the Prime Minister may well be anxious 
to retain in Kabul as many as possible of his supporters during the always 
uncertain period of the festival. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

W. K. FRASER-TYTLER. 


Enclosure in No. 71. 

(Secret.) 

Intelligence Summary No. 31 for the Week ending July 31, 1936. 

General. 

THE German Junker monoplane, after visiting Kandahar and the Wakhan, 
has left Kabul and is returning to Germany via Herat and Iran ( cf. paragraph 2 
of this Summary). 

The arrest of two mullahs for making anti-Government speeches is stated 
to have caused some dissatisfaction amongst the members of the Jamiat-ul-Ulema 
in Kabul, and they have had an interview with the King and the Prime Minister. 

The Afghan Minister for Foreign Affairs is leaving Kabul on the 3rd August 
for Geneva, where he will represent Afghanistan at the autumn session of the 
League of Nations. 




There has been some disturbance on the Afghan-lranian frontier near 
Chakhansur and fighting is said to have occurred. The cause of the trouble is 
stated to be due to the embankments of the Helmand River having given way, 
and quarrels over the distribution of water to low-lying land in Iran took place 

Troops have been hurried to the area by motor lorry from Kandahar, 
Kalat-i-Ghilzai and Kabul. 

Kabul. 

2. The Visit of the German Junker Monoplane to Kabul. 

(a) Reference Summary No. 30, paragraph 3. The German Junker plane 
left Kabul on the 30th July for Herat and Iran. Spare parts, &c., were 
despatched from Peshawar for the plane, and these arrived in two lorries on the 
26th July. (B) 

(b) The plane visited Kandahar on the 23rd July and returned to Kabul the 
same day. The passengers on this trip included the Acting Minister of Defence 
(W.W. 585), the Minister of Education (W.W. 140), S. Muhammad Naim Khan 
(W.W. 464 a), F. M. Asadullah Khan (W.W. 199), and the German Minister and 
his wife. (B) 

(c) The plane carried out a reconnaissance up to the Chinese frontier during 
the week. The route taken was via the lower ranges of Nuristan, the Anjuman 
Pass (Map 38/1. A-l), the Oxus River near Zebak (Map 37/P. B-2), thence up 
the Wakham Valley on the line of the Upper Oxus to the Little Pamirs. 

An attempt was made to cross the Pamirs, but the ceiling of the plane is only 
about 20,000 feet, and the pilot decided not to proceed further. 

From a height of 19,000 feet the observers were able to look down into 
Chinese Turkestan. 

The plane then probably returned to Khanabad to refuel. (B) 

( d) The Afghan Foreign Minister stated (A) that the flight to the Wakhan 
was purely a reconnaissance to see whether it would be possible to establish a 
through air service from Germany to China via this route. Permission was given 
for the survey, but the Afghan Government are not committed to the establishment 
of such a service. 

(e) The officer in charge of the plane stated (A) that the route was feasible, 
but that larger and more powerful machines with a higher ceiling would be 
required. 

His remarks suggested that such a service was being seriously considered, 
and the route would include Herat, Kabul and Khanabad. 

3. Soviet and Indian Football Teams to visit Kabul. 

The Afghan Government are reported to have invited a Russian football 
team to visit Kabul for the Independence Celebrations in August. Two or three 
Indian teams are also said to have been invited. (B) 

4. Reported Death of Ahmad Ratib {WAV. 147). 

Ahmad Ratib (W.W. 147) is reported to have died in Iran. (B) 

5. Death in Prison of former Editor. 

Ghulam Mohiuddin Khan, a former editor of the Aniz newspaper, is 
reported to have died in jail in Kabul. He and his male relatives were arrested 
on a political charge some time ago. (B) 

6. Arrest of Mullahs. 

(a) It is reported that a mullah named Abdullah made an anti-Government 
speech after the Friday prayers on the 17th July and was arrested and beaten by 
the commandant of police. 

On the 24th July another mullah of Logar made a similar speech and was 
arrested. 

(b) The Acting Minister of Defence (W.W. 585) is stated to have sent for 
the first mullah and, after a somewhat heated interview, sent him back to 
prison. (B) 

( c) The arrest of the above mullahs is said to have caused some excitement 
amongst the members of the Jamiat-ul-Ulema, who propose to represent that there 
was no political motive behind the speeches. (B) 
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Other members of this body, however, suggest they should submit their joint 
resignations to Government. 

It is believed that the Jamiat-ul-Ulema have had an interview with the King 
and the Prime Minister, but details are not known. 

7. Activities of the Jamiat-ul-Ulema. 

The following members of the Jamiat-ul-Ulema are said to have prepared 
a pamphlet in which they criticise the Afghan Minister of Justice (W.W. 255a) 
and the Hazrat of Shor Bazar (W.W. 256) :— 

Maulvi Siddiqi of Sultanpur, Eastern Province. 

Maulvi Ibrahim of Kama. Eastern Province. 

Maulvi Fazal Rabbi (W.W. 259). 

Maulvi Abdul Karim of Kandahar. 

The Qazi of Farah. (B) 

They hope to obtain the signatures of other members on this pamphlet, and 
then print and publish it on some suitable occasion. 

8. Kohat “ Fakir ” in Kabul. 

A supposed “Fakir,” wearing a blanket only, has arrived in Kabul from 
Kohat. His passport shows him as Pensioner Havildar Ghulam Rasul of Kohat, 
and he states that he is proceeding to Mazar-i-Sharif, where his son resides. 
The Kabul police are said to be keeping a watch on his movements. (B) 

Foreign Affairs. 

9. Visit of the Afghan Minister for Foreign Affairs to Geneva. 

The Afghan Foreign Minister, S. Faiz Muhammad Khan (W.W. 243), is 
leaving Kabul on the 3rd August and will travel via Bamian, Daulatyar, Herat 
and Moscow to Geneva, where he is to attend the autumn session of the League 
of Nations (Summary No. 24, paragraph 3). (A) 

Southern Province. 

10. The Gian Mullah. 

It is reported that the Gian Mullah, a pro-Governmcnt propagandist, was 
fired at recently, but the result of the incident is not known. 

The Afghan Prime Minister is said to have ordered the Governor of the 
Southern Province to investigate and report the circumstances of the case. (B) 

Farah Province. 

11. llelmand Water Dispute. 

(a) The Afghan Minister for Foreign Affairs stated (A) that there is some 
trouble over the distribution of water from the Helmancl River to low-lying land 
in Iran. The embankments of the river are causing difficulties. 

(b) The Governor of Farah Province, Abdur Razaq Khan (W.W. 113a), who 
was on three months’ leave in the Eastern Province, was hastily summoned to 
Kabul and sent to Farah on the 26th July. (B) 

(c) Troops have been despatched to the Chakhansur area from Kandahar, 
Kalat-i-Ghilzai and Kabul, and some fighting is reported to have occurred (B) 
( cf. paragraph 17 of this Summary). 

Northern Afghanistan. 

12. Establishment of a High School at Mazar-i-Sharif. 

The Islah of the 22nd July states that a high school called “ The Asadia 
Madrassa-i-Ali ” is to be founded at Mazar-i-Sharif. 

Afghan Relations with N.W.F. Tribes. 

13 A fridis. 

(a) Malik Khushal Khan Malik l)in Khel Afridi is stated to have sent a 
letter to the Acting Minister of Defence (W.W. 585) stating that the Afridis are 
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[N 4472/107/97] No. 72. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden.—(Received September 7.) 


(No. 113. Confidential.) 

Sir, Kabul, August 13, 1936. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for information a copy of the Intelligence 
Summary of the military attache to this Legation, No. 32, dated the 8th August, 


1936. 

2. Paragraph 3.—It is very difficult to assess the value of these reports 
The period of the festival of independence, which is now beginning, is always one 
of uncertainty, and an attempt at this time on the life of one or more members 
of the Royal family is more likely than at any other time of the year. The Prime 
Minister is aware of this, but believes that the general temper of the people is 
growing more stable, and discounts the probability of any such attempt being 
followed by a general rising against the Government. I propose to defer any 
detailed comments on the present political situation till after the return of 
S. Shah Mahmud from Europe in October, when the position will probably be 
clearer. 

3. Paragraph 12.—I have reported the Afghan version of this dispute 
separately by telegram. There has been a fairly acute shortage of water 
throughout Afghanistan this year owing to a lack of snow on the central massif 
of the Hindu Kush from which the Helinand and Kabul Rivers take their source. 
Such a shortage always produces water disputes between owners of upper and 
lower water rights, and such disputes are particularly likely to occur in places 
where, as in the present case, the river forms the boundary between two countries 
and the owners are of different nationalities. No serious fracas has taken place, 
however, and the dispute seems to be on the way to a peaceful settlement. 

4. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
India and to the Government of India. 


I have, &c. 

W. K. FRASER-TYTLER. 


Enclosure in No. 72. 

(Secret.) 

Intelligence Summary No. 32 for the week ending August 7, 1936. 

General. 

THERE are indications that the Afghan Government are aware of the 
activities of certain anti-Government parties and are taking special precautions 
to protect members of the ruling family during the Independence Celebrations 
which commence next week. 

The departure of the Afghan Minister for Foreign Affairs to attend the 
autumn session of the League of Nations at Geneva is reported to have been 
postponed until after the Independence Celebrations. 

The Afghan Government are reported to have given two months’ grace to the 
Sikhs of the Eastern Province for their concentration in Jalalabad (see 
paragraph 9 of this summary). 

Any further details available concerning the Helmand water dispute reported 
last week are given in paragraph 12 of this summary. 

Kabul. 

2. Civil Aviation: Kabul-Termez Service. 

A Russian biplane, believed to be a P-5 civil mail plane or an R-5 military 
type, arrived in Kabul on the 3rd August, and left Kabul for Termez at 
0830 hours on the 4th August. (A) 

3. The A ctivities of A nti-Government Parties in Kabul. 

(a) Kabul City is gradually filling up with visitors for the Independence 
Celebrations, and the political situation appears normal. (A) 
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(6) Certain reports, however, indicate that anti-Government parties are still 
active. The subversive elements are said to include a number of civil and military 
officials who were educated abroad during the reign of ex-King Amanullah, some 
of whom are members of the Council of Nobles, the Jamiat-ul-Ulama, and the 
Kabul Literary Society, and for various reasons are dissatisfied with the present 
regime. 

This party of the younger educated Afghans is said to have realised that the 
mullahs still command a great deal of influence, and is attempting to obtain their 
co-operation. The members of this faction are stated to be opposed to the views 
of the more conservative religious leaders such as the Hazrat of Shor Bazar 
(W.W. 256) and the Naqib of Chaharbagh (W.W. 546), and are believed to 
contemplate their assassination at the same time as they propose to assassinate 
members of the ruling family whenever their plans are put into effect. (B) 

Another section of the anti-Government party is stated to consist of traders 
and tribal leaders, who stand to lose by the establishment of the monopoly system 
or the regular collection of customs duties, &c. 

The extremist members of the anti-Government parties are stated to consider 
that the absence of S. Shah Mahmud (W.W. 414) provides an excellent opportunity 
for action, as they believe that S. Shah Wali Khan (W W. 585) does not possess the 
same influence. 

(c) The Afghan Government are said to be fully aware of the activities and 
nature of the propaganda of the anti-Government elements, and it is repoited that 
certain precautionary measures are to be adopted to protect members of the ruling 
family during the Independence Celebrations which commence next week. (B) 

4. Visit of Russian Football Team to Kabul. 

Reference Summary No. 31. paragraph 3. The invitation for a Russian 
football team to visit Kabul for the Independence Celebrations this month is now 
reported to have been declined. (B) 

5. Cinema in Kabul. 

The necessary projectors and machinery for the opening of a cinema in Kabul 
are reported to have arrived. (B) 

People with anti-Government. tendencies are said to be criticising the opening 
of this cinema (Summary No. 22, paragraph 3). 

Trade. 

6. Persian Lambskin Trade. 

Mr. Simkha Zadeh and Herr Wecke, buying agents of the Hudson Bay 
Company, stated (A) that the Qaraquli (Persian lambskin) market in Kabul has 
opened, and that about twenty-five foreign buyers have arrived in Kabul. 

No business will be transacted for ten days in order to see how prices are 
going. They themselves wish to purchase up to 200,000 skins, but their purchases 
will depend on market conditions in London and on prices in Kabul 

They are afraid of Russian competition, as, contrary to expectations, 
Russian agents are in the market and may send prices up as skins have been 
selling well in Moscow lately 

Herr Wecke is a German subject, and a buyer for the Hudson Bay Company 
in West Africa (Summary No. 23, paragraph 14). 

7. Ford Motor Company's 4 gents in Kabul. 

Mr. F. G. Ranahan and Mr. M. Hofinger, agents of the Ford Motor Company 
(Egypt), arrived in Kabul from Alexandria during the week. They had motored 
to Kabul via Iran, and hoped to be able to do business in Afghanistan; but, in 
view of the strong position of the General Motor Company and the inaccessibility 
of Kabul from Herat, thev are not very optimistic about the prospect of being 
able to sell their company’s products. They left for India via Torkham on the 
6th August (A) 

Foreign Affairs. 

8. Visit of Afghan Foreign Minister to Geneva postponed. 

Reference Summary No. 31, paragraph 9. The Afghan Minister for Foreign 
Affairs has postponed his departure until after the Independence Celebrations, 
which commence on the 14th August. (A) 

[14927J s 2 
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Eastern Province. 

9. Sikhs in the Eastern Province. 

Reference Summary No. 29, paragraph 7. The representations of the Sikh 
leaders who came to Kabul are stated to have been only partially successful. The 
Afghan Government are said to have agreed to give them two months’ grace for 
their concentration at Jalalabad. 

The Afghan Government attempted to obtain the written consent of the 
Sikhs to their proposals for the concentration of Sikhs, but only a few Sikh 
leaders from Lalpura and Dakka are said to have given their signatures. (B) 

The agitation in the Indian newspapers is believed to be having the effect of 
stiffening the attitude of the Afghan Government towards the Sikhs of the 
Eastern Province. 

Southern Province. 

10. “MG’ 

A recent Kabul report states that “ Pak ” has renewed his activities in 
Waziristan, and has given out that he has the support of various tribal leaders 
and officials in Afghanistan. He has also stated that he wishes to enlist recruits, 
and will give them an advance of two months’ pay on enlistment. (B) 

11. Shah Sawar Khan , Governor of Khost. 

An enquiry is to be held into the conduct of Shah Sawar Khan, Governor 
(Hakim) of Knost, and some twenty-six tribal leaders of Khost have been 
summoned to Kabul and are staying in the State tribal guest-house. 

Tribal leaders of the Southern Province in Kabul are stated to be attempting 
to persuade them to make complaints against the Governor of the Southern 
Province with a view to securing his transfer elsewhere (B) (Summary No. 21, 
paragraph 9). 

Farah Province. 

12. Helmand Water Dispute. 

(а) The Iranian Ambassador in Kabul, in reply to a question, stated that 
there was no serious dispute between Iran and Afghanistan over the distribution 
of water from the Helmand River in the Farah-Chakhansur area. (B) 

(б) Reference Summary No. 31, paragraph 11. No further details of the 
reported dispute over the distribution of water from the Helmand River in the 
Farah-Chaknansur area are available. 

The Kabul Garrison appears to be carrying on with its practice parades for 
the Independence Celebrations, and no further movements of troops are reported 
to have taken place from Kabul. The Officiating Minister of Defence (W.W. 585) 
is still in Kabul, though his trip to Kandahar by air on the 23rd July gave rise 
to rumours that his visit was connected with the political situation in Farah 
Province. (B) 

(c) His Majesty’s consul at Kandahar reports that one infantry brigade left 
Kandahar for Farah and Chakhansur on the 25th July by motor lorry. 

A further 200 men from Kalat-i-Ghilzai passed through Kandahar en route 
to Farah by lorry on the 26th July. The whole of the cavalry (two squadrons) in 
the Kandahar Garrison and some light artillery are reported to have been sent to 
Farah on the night of the 26th-27th July. (B) 

His Majesty’s consul also reports the arrival at Kandahar of eighteen lorry 
loads of troops and some machine guns from Kabul on the 28th July. 

Kataghan and Badakhshan Province. 

13, Activities of Raiding Gangs. 

Raiding gangs of the Lakkai tribe are stated to have committed several 
dacoities recently and to have attacked a military patrol in the Pamirs and 
deprived them of their rifles. The Uzbegs are said to be in sympathy with the 
raiding gangs. 

The Afghan Government have issued orders to the Governor of the province 
to effect the arrest of these raiders, who belong to the same tribe as Ibrahim Beg 
(W.W. 359), the Basmachi raider who gave them so much trouble in 1930-31. (B) 
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Afghan Relations with North-West Frontier Tribes. 

14. Mangals. 

A Mangal named Abdullah Jan of Gobazana, Kurram Agency, is stated to 
have arrived in Kabul, and has asked the Acting Minister of Defence to pay him 
the allowance of 100 Afghani rupees per annum granted to his family after the 
revolution in 1929, in which his brother was killed. 

No allowance has been paid to this family up to date. (B) 

15. Daurs of the Tochi. 

Rab Nawaz, Khairan, Sher Zaman Khan, and his elder brother arrived in 
Kabul on the 2nd August to receive their allowances. They were not allowed to 
stay in the State guest-house, and the Daur allowances are stated to have been 
suspended. The Director of the Tribal Branch, Ministry of Defence, and the 
Governor of the Southern Province are said to be making efforts for the 
continuance of this allowance (B) (Summary No. 31, paragraph 16). 

16. Maksuds. 

Reference Summary No. 26, paragraph 18. It is reported that N. S. Musa 
Khan Mahsud (W.W. 462) had an interview with the Acting Minister of Defence 
on the 4th August with a view to obtaining payment of the old allowances of 
64,000 Afghani rupees per annum to the Mahsuds sanctioned by the late 
King Nadir Shah. 

Fifteen thousand Afghani rupees is said to be paid to Musa Khan and his 
family, and orders have been issued to the effect that, as some allowance holders 
have since died, their heirs will only be paid one-third of the original grant. 
This order has reduced the allowances paid to the Mahsuds to a total of 
43,000 Afghani rupees. (B) 

17. Zilli Khel Wazirs. 

The Afghan Government are stated to have received a report from 
Waziristan to the effect that the British Government have given orders for the 
recovery of a fine of 30,000 Indian rupees from the Zilli Khel Wazirs. Fifteen 
thousand rupees has been paid and the balance is to be paid in one year’s 
time. (B) 

The Zilli Khel are stated to have informed the British Government that they 
cannot effect the arrest of Brigadier Abdullah Jan, and have asked the British to 
attack and capture his place of residence. 

The Army. 

18. Theft of Army Petrol. 

It is reported that as a result of investigations by the intelligence agents of 
the Prime Minister the theft of some 690 gallons of petrol from the military 
petrol store in the M.T. lines at Sherpur has been discovered, and that the 
offenders were caught selling the petrol in the Kabul bazaar. (B) 

British Legation. 

19. Major W. R. Hay, C.I.E., counsellor of this Legation, and his family 
left Kabul on the 2nd August for Bulola (Map 38/E. A-l), where they are to 
stay until the 13th August and then return to Kabul. 


20. Germans. 


Individuals. 


(а) Herr Karl Pistor arrived in Kabul on the 1st August and is staying at 
the German Legation. (A) 

(б) Herr K. Pistor was formerly German Minister in Ecuador and more 
recently held charge of the German Legation at Athens. (B) 

(cj Rumour in Kabul connects his visit with the possible relief of 
Herr Ziemke, the German Minister in Kabul, or negotiations for the sale of 
German aircraft to the Afghan Government (G) 


Kabul, A ugust 8, 1936. 


A. S. LANCASTER, Major, 
Military A ttache. 


s 3 
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[N 4589/107/97] No. 73. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eclen.—(Received September 14.) 
(No. 117. Confidential.) 

Sir, Kabul , August 22, 1936. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for information a copy of the Intelligence 
Summary of the military attachd to this Legation No. 33 dated the 15th August, 
1936. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

(For the Minister), 

W. R. HAY. 


Enclosure in No. 73. 

(Secret.) 

Intelligence Summary No. 33 for the Week ending August 14, 1936. 

General. 

INDEPENDENCE celebrations commenced in Kabul on the 14th August. 
Paragraphs 3 and 19 of this summary give details. 

The Afghan Minister for Foreign Affairs is leaving Kabul on the 17th August 
for Herat, and will then proceed via Moscow to Geneva to attend the autumn 
session of the League of Nations. 

It is believed that the dispute over the distribution of water from the 
Helmand River in the Farah Province is to be settled by a joint Afghan-Iranian 
commission. The precautionary movements of Afghan troops to Farah and 
Chakhansur appear to have ceased, and the Afghan Minister for Foreign Affairs 
stated (A) that no clash between Afghan and Iranian troops has occurred ( c.f. 
paragraph 13 of this summary). 

A few particulars regarding the small arms ammunition situation in the 
Aghan army, and the policy of the Afghan Government in connexion with the 
supply of rifles to the Afghan army, are given in paragraphs 16 to 18 of this 
summary. 

Kabul. 

2. Civil Aviation. Kdbul-Termez Service. 

A Russian biplane, believed to be a P-5 civil air mail type or an R-5 military 
type, arrived in Kabul on the 7th August and left Kabul on the 9th or 10th August 
for Termez. (B) 

3. Independence Celebrations in Kabul. 

Independence celebrations in Kabul commenced on the 14th August and will 
last until the 21st August. 

The celebrations appear to be taking their usual form, with the exception 
that there was no public ceremony at the “Pillar of Independence.” Though 
rumour has had it that this change was due to the necessity for further precautions 
to protect members of the Royal family, the Afghan Prime Minister stated that 
the reason for the change was due to the fact that the Afghan Government had 
decided that it was undignified and uncomfortable for members of the Cabinet 
and the Diplomatic Corps to stand for a somewhat lengthy period in the sun on 
a main road during the hot weather. (A) 

The opening ceremony, therefore, took place at the Public Durbar Hall, where 
King Zahir Shah formally opened the celebrations. 

The Diplomatic Corps were received at the Dilkhusha Palace, and then 
proceeded to the Chaman-i-LIazuri to witness the military review held by King 
Zahir Shah. 

The usual sports and competitions, &c„ are being held daily during the week. 
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4. Successful Medical Students. 

The Islah of the 28th July announces that the second batch of medical 
students have passed out of the medical faculty in Kabul. There are twelve of 
them, and they have been appointed to the civil hospital in Kabul as assistant 
surgeons to undergo further training under Turkish doctors. 

5. Engagement of Foreign Engineers. 

The Islah of the 29th July announces the engagement of three Japanese and 
three German engineers by the Afghan Government. 

These engineers are arriving in Kabul shortly and are to be employed in 
constructing canals, dams and buildings. 

6. Opening of a Cinema in Kabul. 

Reference Summary No. 32, paragraph 5. A cinema has been opened for the 
independence celebrations, but whether it will remain open after this is not yet 
known. (A) 

The prices of cinema tickets ••ange from 10 Afghani rupees for a box to 
half an Afghani rupee for a seat. 

Foreign Affairs. 

7. Visit of the Afghan Minister for Foreign Affairs to Geneva. 

Reference Summary No. 32, paragraph 8. S. Faiz Muhammad Khan 
(W.W. 243) is leaving Kabul for Herat on the 17th August. (A) 

Southern Province. 

8. Settlement of Zadrans and Tanis in Northern A fghanistan. 

(a) The Afghan Prime Minister is said to have sanctioned the grant of land 
near Khanabad to forty families of Zadrans, together with a travelling grant of 
5,000 Afghani rupees. (B) 

(b) A similar grant of land has been made to 100 Tani families, but no 

travelling allowance has been given (Summary No. 30, paragraph 11). (B) 

(c) The grant of land is stated to be approximately 4 acres for a married man, 
and 3 acres for an unmarried man. Seed grain and a cash advance for purchasing 
bullocks is said to have been given, but these advances are recoverable by instal¬ 
ments after three years. (B) 

9. “ Pak .” 

(a) Anti-Government parties of the Southern Province are stated to have 
sent their agent, Gopal Hindu, to “ Pak” with a message to the effect that they 
are ready to create disturbances in Mangal territory provided “ Pak ” is prepared 
to give a security of 2 lakhs Afghani rupees as a guarantee that he will bring 
forces to assist them. (C) 

(b) “Pak” is now said to be residing with a man named Marwatai, Macha 
Madda Khel. (B) 

10. Shah Sawar Khan , Governor of Khost. 

Reference Summary No. 32, paragraph 11. The tribal leaders of Khost were 
given an interview by the King and Prime Minister on the 11th August, and it 
would appear that they have been unsuccessful in the attempts to get rid of Shah 
Sawar Khan. (B) 

11. Mangal Hostages in Kabul. 

Reference Summary No. 29, paragraph 11. The dispute between Rasulgai 
Khan, Mangal, and Sahib Jan, Jaji, has been settled by S. Shah Wali Khan 
(W.W. 585). He apparently paid 700 Afghani rupees out of his own pocket to 
Sahib Jan, and dismissed both parties. (B) 

12. Arrest of Wazirs. 

One Paipali Wazir and throe Madda Khel Wazirs are reported to have been 
arrested near Urgun for anti-Government propaganda. Of the Madda Khels 
arrested one is named Akbar Khan and the other Zawal Khan. (B) 

[14927] s 4 
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Foreign Missions. 

25. American Consul-General. 

Mr. J. C. White, the American consul-general in India, who is also consul- 
general for Afghanistan, has arrived in Kabul from Calcutta, and is to stay in 
Kabul for about a month. (A) 

26. French Legation. 

The French military attache at Tehran, Commandant R. Leleu, and his wife 
have arrived in Kabul via Herat and Kandahar, and are to stay in the French 
Legation for about a fortnight and then return to Tehran. (A) 

His visiting card shows that he is military attachd in Iran and Afghanistan. 

27. Iranian Embassy. 

(a) Reference Summary No. 26, paragraph 29. The Iranian Ambassador 
in Kabul stated (A) that he was proceeding on two months’ leave to Tehran about 
the end of August, and hoped to travel by car via Bamian, Daulatyar and Herat 
to Meshed. 

He stated that he will be returning to Kabul when his leave has expired. 
(&) It is believed that his trip to Tehran is in connexion with the visit of 
S. Shah Mahmud Khan (W.W. 414), who is expected to reach Tehran about the 
end of September. (B) 

28. Soviet Embassy. 

M. B. Skwirsky, the newly appointed Soviet Ambassador in Kabul, presented 
his credentials to King Zahir Shah on the 11th August. (A) 


Individuals. 

29. American. 

Mr. H. G. Beasley, service manager, and Mr. L. Hudson, service repre¬ 
sentative, of General Motors India (Limited), Bombay, arrived in Kabul on or 
about the 8th August. 

They have brought a service lorry with them, and are to give instruction to 
Afghans in the repair of the General Motor Company’s products. (A) 

30. British. 

(a) Major J. P. Macnamara, R.A.M.C., and Captain F. J. O’Dowd, 
R.A.M.C., both of Quetta, arrived in Kabul via Kandahar on the 12th August. 

(b) Dr. H. Holland and Dr. I. D. Sutherland arrived in Kabul via Kandahar 
on the 13th August and are staying in the Legation. 

(c) Mrs. Mackie, employed by Messrs. Skoda in Kabul, left Kabul for 
Srinagar via Peshawar on the 13th August, where she is to stay until Mr. L. M. 
Moghadam, Messrs. Skoda’s representative, returns to Kabul from Europe. (B) 

(d) Mr. W. 0. P. Hodder, Indian Police and Assistant Deputy Director of 
Intelligence, Government of India, Peshawar, and Mrs. Hodder arrived in Kabul 
on the 13th August and are staying in this Legation. 

31. Czechoslovak. 

M. J. Otto Sulc, an employee of Messrs. Skoda in Kabul, left for Peshawar 
and Srinagar on the 13th August. (B) 

32. French. 

M. J. Rumeau, an engineer in Afghan Government employ, is leaving 
Afghanistan via Iran shortly. He is leaving the country as there is no machinery 
available to provide employment for him (Summary No. 12, paragraph 13). (B) 

33. German. 

(a) Herr Ruf, a representative of Messrs. Siemens who came to Afghanistan 
under the auspices of Mr. E. Thomas, Messrs. Siemens’ representative in Kabul, 
is leaving Kabul for India shortly. (B) 

(&) He stated (A) that he had installed a duplicator on the Kabul-Kandahar 
telephone line, and that direct telephone communication between these two places 
is now possible. 
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34. Italian. 

Antonio Messi and F. Brugola, timber merchants, are leaving Kabul via Iran 
for Italy shortly, as they are unable to come to any agreement with the Afghan 
Government (Diary No. 45 of 1935, paragraph 26). (B) 

A. S. LANCASTER, Major, 

Military A ttache. 

Kabul, August 15, 1936. 


[N 4697/107/97] No. 74. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden.—(Received September 21.) 
(No. 120 Confidential.) 

Sir, Kabul, August 28, 1936. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a copy of the Intelligence Summary 
of the military attache to this Legation No. 34, dated the 22nd August, 1936. 

2. Paragraph 4.—This latest effort to encourage the use of Pushtu has been, 
I believe, stimulated by the recent visit of his Excellency the Governor of the 
North-West Frontier Province to Kabul. His Highness the Prime Minister has 
frequently commented since this visit on Sir Ralph Griffith’s remarkable know¬ 
ledge of the Pushtu language, and his superiority in this respect over all Afghan 
officials whom he met undoubtedly touched their amour-propre. In a recent 
conversation his Highness said that, though Pushtu might be a poor language at 
the moment, he saw no reason why it should not grow richer as time went on, if 
it was carefully taught and a vocabulary formed of the choicer phrases of the 
different dialects. I am doubtful, however, whether this idea will ever be put 
into practice. It will undoubtedly be useful for Afghan officials to be better 
acquainted than they are at present with some of the dialects of the language they 
like to call their mother tongue; but the districts where Pushtu is generally spoken 
can hardly amount to more than a third of the total area of Afghanistan, and the 
supremacy of Persian as the common language of the Middle East is not likely 
to be seriously threatened. 

Paragraph 7.—I am reporting separately on the mishap which befell the 
Foreign Minister and on the visit of the British aeroplanes to Kabul. I under¬ 
stand that Faiz Muhammad will finish his treatment and leave Kabul for Geneva 
this week. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being sent to the Secretary of State for India 
and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

W. K. FRASER-TYTLER. 


(Secret.) 


Enclosure in No. 74. 


Intelligence Summary No. 34 for the Week ending August 21, 1936. 


General. 

THE independence celebrations in Kabul have been successful, and no 
incident has occurred. Larger numbers than usual are said to have attended the 
celebrations this year. The general spirit of the people attending appeared to 
be good. 

The Afghan Minister for Foreign Affairs left Kabul on the 17th August, 
but returned on the 18th August, as one of his dogs had developed rabies shortly 
before his departure. Anti-rabic vaccine was sent to Kabul from Peshawar by 
air, two British aircraft being detailed to bring the vaccine Details of the visit 
of the aircraft are given in paragraphs 7 and 23 of this summary. 

The situation regarding the llelmand water dispute is believed to be much 
the same as reported in last week's summary. No further movements of troops 
have been reported, and the affair is to be settled by a joint Afghan-Iranian 
Commission. 



The Soviet Government invited three or four Afghan officers to attend their 
army manoeuvres in the Caucasus, which are to be held this month. Owing to the 
short notice given, and the independence celebrations, the invitation has been 
declined. 


Kabul. 

2. Independence Celebrations. 

The independence celebrations ended on the 21st August. The week has 
passed without incident, and the celebrations appear to have been a success. The 
number of people attending is estimated by Afghan officials to have been larger 
than usual. (A) 

3. The Kabul Cinema. 

Reference Summary No. 33, paragraph 6. The cinema has given two evening 
performances each day during the week, and has been very popular. It is believed 
that the cinema will remain open for at least another week. (A) 

4. The Use of Pushtu. 

(a) The Acting Minister of Defence stated (A) during the week that the 
King issued an order making the teaching of the Pushtu language compulsory 
in all schools. The Ministry of Defence have also issued instructions that officers 
in the Afghan army are to learn Pushtu and that any officer who did not know 
the language in two years’ time would be fined. (Summary No. 21, paragraph 4.) 

(b) A prominent Afghan official stated (A) that, though steps were being taken 
to encourage the use of Pushtu, he did not think that the use of the Persian 
language could be eliminated in Afghanistan, owing to the necessity for the use of 
Persian or Arabic technical terms. 

5. Administration of the Government Motor Repair Shop. 

The Islah of the 5th August states that the Government motor repair shop 
in Kabul, formerly administered by the Ministry of Trade, has been brought under 
the control of the Ministry of Posts and Telegraphs. 


Trade. 

6. The Formation of a Trading Company in Herat. 

The Islah of the 4th August announces the formation of a trading company 
called “The United Company of Herat.” The authorised capital for this 
company is 15 million Afghanis in shares of 1,000 Afghani rupees. 

About 11 million Afghanis’ worth of shares have been sold. The board of 
the company consists of Muhammad Karim Khan, chief director, and Said Naim 
Khan, Said Fazl-i-TIaq Khan, Plaji Habibullah Khan, Haji Muhammad Ismail 
Khan, Muhammad Baqir Khan, and Nasir Muradoff, directors. 

The company was formally inaugurated on the 9th July. 


• Foreign Affairs. 

7. The Departure of the Afghan Minister for Foreign Affairs for Geneva and 
Subsequent Return to Kabul. 

Reference Summary No. 33, paragraph 7. The Afghan Minister for Foreign 
Affairs left Kabul on the 17th August for Herat, via Bamian and Daulatyar. 

He returned to Kabul on the 18th August on medical advice, the doctor 
accompanying him having discovered that one of his dogs had developed rabies 
shortly before his departure. 

On the 18th August the Afghan Prime Minister asked His Majesty’s Minister 
for a supply of auti-rabic vaccine from India. This request was passed on to 
the Government of India by telegraph late in the evening on the 18th August, and 
on the 19th August two aircraft from Peshawar arrived in Kabul with the 
vaccine. (A) 

The Legation surgeon is now giving anti-rabic treatment to the Afghan 
Foreign Minister. 
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The Prime Minister told His Majesty’s Minister that he and his Government 
are most grateful for the very prompt and generous response to his request, and 
asked that a special message of thanks be sent to the Government of India, and 
the Royal Air Force. 

It is not yet known when the Afghan Minister for Foreign Affairs will leave 
for Geneva. 

8. A fghan Representative at the League of Nations. 

The Islah of the 4th August announces the appointment of Muhammad 
Haider Khan, Director of the Section for International Affairs in the Afghan 
Foreign Office, as the permanent representative for Afghanistan at the League 
of Nations. 


Southern Province. 

9. Visitors to Kabul from the Southern Province. 

(a) F.M. Pir Muhammad Khan (W.W. 500). Governor of Urgun, F.M. Sher 
Muhammad Khan, alias Shergai, and F.M. Dilbaz Khan, both of the Ahmadzai 
Wazir Militia at Urgun, have arrived in Kabul. (B) 

(b) They are stated to have had an interview with the Prime Minister, and 
the two militia officers have been told that they may shortly receive some special 
instructions. It is believed that these instructions may concern G.M. Abdullah 
Jan. (B) 

10. Attempted Smuggling by Mangals. 

A few Mangals recently attempted to smuggle six camel-loads of goods 
through Kharwar (Map 38/C. C-2, D-2). 

An attempt was made by the officials of Kharwar to stop the smuggling and 
shots were exchanged. The Mangals fled, leaving their camels behind. The 
goods and camels were then confiscated. 

The owners of the camels then secured the assistance of N.S. Zalmai Khan 
(W.W, 691) and Khan, son of the late Sanak Khan, and on the 11th August they 
had an interview with the Prime Minister. He agreed to return the camels, but 
confiscated one Mangal rifle, and ended by accusing N.S. Zalmai Khan of 
treachery, and told him that he was to blame for the whole incident. (B) 

11. N.S. Mizrak Khan. 

N.S. Mizrak Khan, son of the late Babrak Khan, Zadran, has arrived in 
Kabul, and in an interview with the Acting Minister of Defence is said to have 
made complaints regarding F.M. Muhammad Afzal Khan (W.W. 138), Governor 
of the Southern Province, and Shah Sawar Khan, Governor (Hakim) 
of Khost. (B) 


Faraii Province. 

12. The Helmand Water Dispute. 

Reference Summary No. 33, paragraph 13. So far as is known, no further 
movements of troops have taken place. 

Afghan officials state that the joint Afghan-Iranian Commission should be 
able to settle the affair without further incidents, but that, pending a settlement, 
the additional troops sent to Farah and Chakhansur will remain there. (B) 


Northern Afghanistan. 

13. T urkomans. 

A party of about 200 Turkomans from Rustak (Map 37/G. D-4) and Mazar- 
i-Sharif are on a visit to Kabul, and during the independence celebrations gave a 
demonstration of their tribal mounted game called “ Buzkashi ” (goat pulling). 
This resulted in the death of one man and one horse. (B) 

King Zahir Shah made them a present of a coat and turban for each member 
of the party, and gave them a cash award of 10,000 Afghani rupees. 
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J 3. Visit of King Zahir Shah to Bamian, 

* (a) The Afghan Prime Minister stated (A) that King Zahir Shah is to 

^ proceed to Bamian by car on the 17th September and stay there until the 

23rd September. He will visit Band-i-Amir (Map 33/N. A-l) during his stay at 
j, Bamian. 

1 (6) One company of the Guards Division is reported to have left Kabul for 

| Bamian on the 10th September. (B) 

4. Visit of the Prime Minister to the Logar and Tangi Wardalc. 

The Afghan Prime Minister motored to the Logar and Tangi Wardak 
(Map 38/B. D-4) on the 7th September. He returned to Kabul via Sheikhabad 
(Map 38/B. D-4) and Arghandeh (Map 38/B. D-3). (A) 

5. Sulaiman Khel and Kharotis of Katawaz. 

(a) Some inter-tribal fighting is said to have occurred between various 
factions of Sulaiman Khel Ghilzais. Some troops from Ghazni or Kabul and 
tribal levies were despatched, and certain tribal leaders have been brought to 
Kabul, where they are still detained. (B) 

(b) The Governor of Ghazni is said to have been fired at when on tour in 
Katawaz by some Kharotis, whom he was employing on forced labour. 

It is stated that 200 troops were despatched from Kabul to Katawaz to deal 
with the situation. Some fighting occurred, and three Afghan soldiers were 
killed. The Prime Minister, on hearing of this, recalled the troops, and is said to 
have sent 100 of them to Mazar-i-Sharif as a punishment. The staff officer 
responsible for the despatch of the troops and other officials concerned are stated 
to have been fined. (B) 

The Kharoti headmen are now on their way to Kabul. 


Trade. 

6. A fghan-Soviet Trade. 

In reply to a question by His Majesty’s Minister, the officiating Afghan 
Minister for Foreign Affairs stated (A) that Soviet imports into Afghanistan at 
present, as compared with imports in ex-King Amanullah’s reign, are about the 
same. Formerly a large part of the trade was contraband, but this had gradually 
been brought under control, and the export trade from Afghanistan to Russia 
had increased. 

7. Soviet Trading Company's Office in Kabul. 

(a) It is reported that the Soov Afghan Turaq, the Soviet trading company, 
have established an office in Kabul. (B) 

( b) It is stated that the Soov Afghan Turaq in Kabul recently purchased 
some Gestetner machines for their office, but the Afghan Government, on hearing 
of the purchase, ordered their return to the supplying agency, on the ground that, 
as the Soov Afghan Turaq were only permitted to correspond with the Ashami 
Company, they could have no legitimate use for the machines. (B) 

8. Increase of Customs Duty on Imports into Afghanistan. 

Reference Summary No. 35, paragraph 9. The increases in customs duty on 
Japanese imports, reported in the above summary, are now stated to apply to all 
imports of the undermentioned goods from foreign sources into Afghanistan :— 

Puls per metre. 

(a) Cotton piece-goods . 5 

(b) Artificial silk . 7 

( c) Other silk ... ... ... ... ... ... 15 

(d) Woollen piece-goods . 25 

(e) Tea, 1-50 Afghani rupees per Kabuli seer (approxi¬ 

mately 16 lb.). 

The increase takes effect from the 15th May, 1936, and the proceeds are lo 
be allotted to the improvement of education, and the construction of roads. (A) 
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Southern Province. 

9. Outbreak of Cholera. 

The Afghan Government report an outbreak of cholera in the Zurmat area 
(Map 38/G. R-01 to R-31), and have asked for the supply of vaccine from India 
for 20,000 people. (A) 

10. Wazir Raids in the Southern Province. 

It is reported that Madda Khel and other Wazirs have carried out raids in 
the vicinity of Urgun. (£) 

11. Naib Solar Mizrak Khan. 

Reference Summary No. 34, paragraph 11. Naib Salar Mizrak Khan 
Zadran, with his brother Sherak Khan, have left Kabul for their home. A later 
report states that Sherak Khan was recalled to Kabul after reaching Gardez. (B) 

Farah Province. 

12. The Helmand Water Dispute. 

(a) The officiating Minister for Foreign Affairs stated (A) to His Majesty’s 
Minister on the 7th September that an agreement had been reached between Iran 
and Afghanistan regarding the Helmand water dispute. The agreement was 
for one year, pending a final settlement (Summary No. 34, paragraph 12). 

( b ) In regard to the rumours about further trouble in Chakhansur, he stated 
that he had been very much annoyed by these, but they were largely due to the 
fact that the military authorities had been collecting lorries in a high-handed 
manner, and had now been told to stop doing so. 

The lorries were required for the despatch of munitions to Herat in order 
to replenish stocks there. 

Afghan Relations with North-West Frontier Tribes. 

13. Afridis. 

(а) The Afghan Government are stated to have received a report to the effect 
that Qasim Khan, Malik Din Khel Afridi, has been granted an allowance by the 
Indian Government, and that when he visits Tirah he carries out anti-Afghan 
Government propaganda (B). He is related by marriage to Abdul Karim Khan, 
an Afghan refugee in India and a son of Zahibzada Khwaja Jan, who was Court 
Minister during the Saqavi regime. 

(б) Majrum Khan, Malik Din Khel Afridi of Tirah, is stated to have sent 
a report to the Acting Minister of Defence to the effect that the British are 
spending a lot of money in Tirah on propaganda against the Garishta party, that 
the Afridis in Tirah are collecting grain for use in case of trouble, and that the 
Afridis have sent emissaries to the Mohmands and other frontier tribes asking 
for their assistance in the case of operations against them by the British. (B) 

14. Mongols of the Kicrram. 

Akbar Ali, son of Malik Qambar Ali, Gul Badshah, and Fazl Din, Mangals 
of Peiwar, Kurram, have arrived in Kabul, and are said to be proceeding to 
Mazar-i-Sharif to pay a visit to Muhammad Ali, son of Malik Qambar Ali. (B) 

15. Kohat Allowance Holder. 

Reference Summary No. 34, paragraph 15. The Maulvi of Hazrat Khel or 
Nasrat Khel village, Kohat district, is stated to have received his allowance, and 
has left Kabul for his home. He is said to be a Bannuchi or a Kohati named 
Abdul. (B) 

16. Madda Khel Wazirs. 

Dande Khan, Madda Khel Wazir and uncle of the late Malik Zangi Khan, 
arrived in Kabul on the 2nd September. (B) 

17. Wazirs. Brigadier Abdullah Jan. 

The Afghan Prime Minister stated (A) on the 9th September that he had 
succeeded, with the help of the Faqir of Shewa and others, in bringing Brigadier 
Abdullah Jan to Urgun. Fie arrived at Urgun on the 8th September, and was 
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now in custody. He is to be kept at Urgun for a few days in the hope that his 
family and members of his gang would join him. The party would then be sent 
to Kabul. 

18. Mahsuda. 

It is reported that G. M. Ahmad Jan, son of Musa Khan (W.W. 462), 
Abdullai Mahsud of Mandech, South Waziristan, has been promoted to Firqa 
Mishar and transferred to the reserve on pay of 750 Afghani rupees per 
month. (C) 

This officer was in the Urgun militia. 

The Army. 

19. Increase of Pay for Officers and Other Ranks. 

Reference Summary No. 17, paragraph 19. The increase in the pay of 
officers and other ranks of the Afghan army, announced in April last, is said to 
be 25 per cent, in the case of officers, with a minimum increase of 15 Afghani 
rupees, and for other ranks an increase of half an Afghani per month. 

The present monthly rates of pay of officers and other ranks are now believed 
to be:— 

Its. Rs. Indian 


Afghan rank. 

English equivalent. 

Pay Afghani. 

equivalent. 

Si pah Salar . 

Field Marshal 

3,000 

857 

Naib Salar . 

General . 

1,000 
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Firqa Mishar (Awal). 

Lt.-General 

800 

228 

Firqa Mishar (Doyam) 

Maj.-General 

625 

171 

Ghund Mishar (Awal) 

Brigadier . 

380 

108 

Ghund Mishar (Doyam) 

n 

340 

97 

Kandak Mishar 

Lt.-Colonel 

192 

55 

Toli Mishar . 

Captain . 

109 to 116 

31 to 33 

Baluk Mishar (Awal).... 

Lieut. . 

80 

23 

Baluk Mishar (Doyam) 

2nd.-Lieut. 

75 

21 

Sar Parak Mishar 

C.S.M. or C.Q.M.S. 

42 

12 

Parak Mishar. 

Sergeant . 

30 

8£ 

Dalgai Mishar. 

Corporal . 

28 

8 

Askar . 

Private . 

25 

71 

20. Troop Movements and their Effect. 




(a) One hundred civil lorries are stated to have been commandeered on the 
5th or 6th September and despatched to Kandahar. Ammunition, troops (number 
unknown) and eight Italian field guns are stated to have left Kabul. Four of 
these guns are said to have been sent to Herat, and four to Farah. (B) In this 
connexion see paragraphs 5 and 12 ( b ) of this summary. 

(b) Some of the lorries are stated to have been used for the despatch of time- 
expired soldiers to their homes, and also for the seasonal movements of troops in 
relief of garrisons. (B) 

(c) These lorry movements have given rise to a large crop of wild rumours in 
Kabul. The chief stories in circulation have been regarding further disturbances 
in Chakhansur over the Afghan-Iranian water dispute, the activities of pro- 
Amanullah parties in Herat or Farah, tribal unrest amongst the Ghilzais and 
Achakgais and disturbances in the Mazar-i-Sharif area. It would appear that 
the high-handed action of the military authorities in commandeering lorries is 
responsible for the spread of these rumours, as no confirmation of any serious 
outbreak is obtainable. (A) 

21. Amendment to Recruiting Laws. 

Reference Summary No. 34, paragraph 21. The Afghan Prime Minister is 
stated to have refused to sanction the exemption from military service of clerks of 
Ministries other than the Ministry of Defence. (B) 

22. Subscriptions for the Purchase of Aeroplanes and Military Equipment. 
Reference Summary No. 36, paragraph 15. The Islahs of the 27th, 29th and 

31st August give further lists of subscribers to this fund, the amount stated to 
have been subscribed being approximately 22,600 Afghani rupees. 
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Air Force. 

23. Visit of Commandant of the Afghan Air Force to India and Europe. 

G. M. Muhammad Ihsan Khan (W.W. 363), Commandant of the Afghan 
Air Force, is leaving Kabul on the 14th or the 15th September for Peshawar. 
He will spend a few days in both Peshawar and Karachi, and then proceed to 
Europe. (A) (Summary No. 36, paragraph 17.) 

24. Russian-trained A fghan pilots. 

There are said to have been thirteen Afghan pilots who were trained in 
Russia. Three of these have been killed while flying, two fled to Russia and 
were taken on as pilots by the Soviet Government, and eight are still in the 
Afghan Air Force. The latter are all said to be pro-Russian, and some are 
believed to be Russian intelligence agents. Two Afghan pilots in Kabul have 
Russian wives. (B) 

25. Proposal for a new Aerodrome at Kabul. 

Reference Summary No. 36, paragraph 18. A committee is stated to have 
examined the various places suggested for a new aerodrome, and reported that 
an area near Mahtab Qila in the Chardeh Valley is the most suitable. Unfortu¬ 
nately some of the land belongs to the Hazrat of Shor Bazar (W.W. 256), and 
he is not willing to give it up. (B) 

The alternative site selected is near Butkhak. 

His Majesty's Legation. 

26. The military attache is proceeding to Peshawar on the 14th September 
and will meet G. M. Muhammad Ihsan Khan (W.W. 363), the Commandant of 
the Afghan Air Force, in Peshawar and accompany him to Karachi, cf. 
paragraph 23 of this summary. 

Foreign Missions. 

27. A merican Consul-General. 

Mr. J. C. White, consul-general for Afghanistan, and Mrs. White left Kabul 
for Chaman via Kandahar on the 8th September. (A) (Summary No. 33, 
paragraph 25.) 

28. Italian Legation. 

Commandatore Pietro Quaroni, consul-general at Salonika, is to be appointed 
Italian Minister at Kabul in November 1936, vice M. U. Sabetta, who will return 
to Italy. (A) (Summary No. 31, paragraph 23.) 

Individuals. 

29. Afghan. 

S. Amir Muhammad Khan, head clerk in the Afghan consulate at Karachi, 
and his son Muhammad Ahmad Khan left Kabul en route for Karachi on or 
about the 10th September. (B) 

30. British. 

(a) Lieutenant R. N. Iieale, 3rd Bn. 9th. Jat Regt., and Miss Harris arrived 
in Kabul from Peshawar on the 9th September and are staying in this Legation. 

(b) Colonel N. V. Lewis, D.S.O., M.C., A.Q.M.G., Peshawar District, and 
Mrs. Lewis arrived in Kabul from Peshawar on the 7th September and are staying 
in this Legation. 

( c) Captain A. Whiteside left Kabul for Peshawar on the 6th September. 
Captain R. A. N. Davidson and Captain G. B. R. Stephens left Kabul for 
Peshawar on the 9th September. (Summary No. 36, paragraph 24 (b).) 

(d) Mr. R. II. D. Lewis, Assistant Political Agent, South Waziristan 
Agency, arrived in Kabul from Peshawar on the 10th September and is staying 
in this Legation. 
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( e) Mr. I. W. Penberthy, managing director of Messrs. Gestetners, Calcutta, 
arrived in Kabul on the 6th September, and left for Peshawar on the 
10th September. (A) 

He stated (A) that the Afghan Government have thirty-one Gestetner 
machines, the majority of which are in use in Kabul, while a few are in use in 
the provinces. About 50 per cent, of the machines are lying idle as the Afghans 
have little aptitude for using them and their initial enthusiasm for the machines 
has died. Payments of instalments for the machines are slow but regular. 

31. Russian. 

M. M. G. Aslanoff, representative of the Telegraphic Agency of the U.S.S.R., 
has arrived in Kabul. (A) 

A. S. LANCASTER, Major, 
Military Attache. 

Kabul, September 12, 1936. 


[N 5169/107/97] No. 78. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden.—(Received October 19.) 

(No. 134. Confidential.) 

Sir, Kabul, September 24, 1936. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a copy of the Intelligence Summary 
of the military attache to this Legation, No. 38 dated the 19th September, 1936. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. I am sending a copy of this despatch to the Secretary of State for India 
and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

(For the Minister), 

W. R. HAY. 


Enclosure in No. 78. 

(Secret.) 

Intelligence Summary No. 38 for the Week ending September 18, 1936. 

General. 

THERE is little of interest to report this week. The excitement caused by 
the movements of troops towards Kandahar appears to have died down. 

Kabul. 

2. Civil Aviation. Kabul-Termez Service. 

(a) Reference Summary No. 37, paragraph 2 (6). This biplane left Kabul 
on or about the 12th September. (B) 

(b) A Russian biplane, believed to be a P-5 civil mail plane, arrived in Kabul 
at 1035 hours on the 17th September. (A) 

3. Kabul Situation. 

Reference Summary No. 37, paragraph 20 ( c). The excitement caused in 
Kabul by the despatch of troops in the Kandahar direction has subsided. (B) 

4. French Archaeological Mission. 

The French Archaeological Mission in Kabul, under the leadership of 
M. J. Hackin, is to leave Kabul on the 22nd September for Afghan Seistan 
(Chakansur Map 30/E. D-4). (A) They expect to be absent for about two and 

a half months. 

5. Trouble amongst Sulaiman Khel. 

There is some trouble amongst the Sulaiman Khel in Katawaz owing to the 
murder of a prominent tribal leader by his enemies. Muhammad Shah Khan 
(W.W. 577), head of the Intelligence Branch of the Prime Ministry, was deputed 
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to deal with the situation. He summoned a jirga, and during the course of the 
proceedings one of the deceased’s party drew out a pistol and shot dead a tribal 
leader of the opposite faction. The Hazrat of Shor Bazar and Fazal-i-Ahmad 
(W.W. 255a), Minister of Justice, have now been sent to the spot to prevent 
further trouble. (B) 


Trade. 

6. A fghan-Japanese Trade. 

(a) Reference Summary No. 27, paragraph 12. The Japanese have now 
agreed to take Afghan opium in exchange for their imports. (C) 

(b) A Japanese firm has accepted a contract for the supply of 9 million 
maunds of iron pipes to the Afghan Government at a cheap rate. These pipes 
are required for the new Kabul water supply scheme (Summary No. 9, para¬ 
graph 5) and for the Logar hydro-electric scheme (Summary No. 22, 
paragraph 5). (B) 

7. Import of Tractors and Machinery from Russia. 

The Ashami Company have taken delivery at Mazar-i-Sharif of four tractors 
for ploughing and some sugar machinery from the Russians. (B) 


Southern Province. 

8. Outbreak of Cholera. 

Reference Summary No. 37, paragraph 9. According to official information 
the number of reported cases of cholera in Zurmat up to the 12th September was 
twenty-four. The epidemic was then confined to one or two villages. (A) 

Farah Province. 

9. The Ilelmand Water Dispute. 

Reference Summary No. 37, paragraph 12 (a). The Turkish Government are 
to be asked to appoint arbitrators to settle the Helmand water dispute. (B) 

Foreign Relations. 

10. Renewal of Afghan-Soviet hi on-Aggression Pact. 

Reference Summary No. 15, paragraph 9. The Islah of the 5th September 
announced that the exchange of ratifications of the protocol renewing the Treaty 
of Neutrality and Non-Aggression between Afghanistan and the U.S.S.R. took 
place at Kabul on the 3rd September. The protocol renews the treaty for a 
further period of approximately ten years. 

Afghan Relations with North-West Frontier Tribes. 

11. Wazirs. Brigadier Abdullah Jan. 

Reference Summary No. 37, paragraph 17. On the 13th September Brigadier 
Abdullah Jan arrived in Kabul, accompanied by the Faqir of Shewa, Angur 
(W.W. 193a), and a number of Kabul Khel and Ahnmdzai militia officers. The 
party are staying in the tribal guest house and were seen by the Prime Minister 
on the 15th September. (B) 

The Army. 

12. Fund for the Purchase of Aeroplanes and Military Equipment. 

Reference Summary No. 37, paragraph 22. (a) The Islah of the 1st, 3rd and 

5th September gives further lists of officials under the War Ministry who have 
subscribed to this fund, the amount stated to have been subscribed being approxi¬ 
mately 6,250 Afghani rupees. It is also stated that “ other ranks ” are subscribing 
to it at the rate of 1 Afghani rupee per head. 

(b) The Tulu-i-Afghan of the 2nd September announced that at a meeting 
held by the Governor and General Officer Commanding of Kandahar subscriptions 
were called for to assist in the purchase of war material for the army, and that 
within an hour sums amounting to nearly 50,000 Afghani rupees were collected 
or promised. 
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13. A rtillery. 

Two Russian long-range guns, which were brought to Kabul some time ago 
from Mazar-i-Sharif "for repairs ( cf. Diary No. 48 of 1934, paragraph 14), have 
been repaired by M. Rosnardi in the Kabul workshops. They were tried on the 
13th September and found to be serviceable. (B) 

14. Troop Movements. 

Four or five mountain guns, escorted by about 100 infantry and fifty cavalry 
were seen leaving Kabul by the north road on the 16th September. (A) 

Air Force. 

15. Visit of the Commandant of the Afghan Air Force to Europe. 

Reference Summary No. 37, paragraph 23. G.M. Muhammad Ihsan Khan 

(W.W. 363), Commandant of the Afghan Air Force, left Kabul on the 
14th September for India en route for Europe. (A) F.M. Ali Shah Khan 
(W.W. 180) is acting as Commandant of the Air Force during his absence 
(cf. Summary No. 36, paragraph 17 ( c)). (B) 

Communications. 

16. Wireless. 

(a) Reference Summary No. 27, paragraph 37. The Islah of the 
5th September announces that work on the new wireless station at Dai Zangi 
began on the 21st August. 

(b) Reference Diary No. 32 of 1935, paragraph 19. The world-wide trans¬ 
mitting station is in process of erection at Yakatut under the supervision of 
Mr. Boome of Marconis (Limited). A receiving station is being erected simul¬ 
taneously at Mehtab Qila in the Chardeh Plain. (A) 

His Majesty’s Legation. 

17. His Majesty’s Minister, accompanied by Mrs. Fraser-Tytler, left Kabul 
on a visit to Ashraf (Map 38/A. B-3) on the 16th September. 

Foreign Missions. 

18. German Legation. 

Dr. von Schweinitz has arrived in Kabul as secretary to the German 
Legation. (B) 

Individuals. 

19. Afghans. 

(a) Reference Summary No. 24, paragraph 16. Abdul Majid Khan 
(W.W. 72a) is now in Moscow and has not yet visited Germany and England. (B) 

(b) Salah-ud-din (W.W. 553), the Afghan consul-general in India, who 
visited Kabul for the “Jashan,” was granted a visa for India on the 
18th September. (A) 

20. Americans. 

(a) Mr. E. W. Barnhart, agent for the Caterpillar Tractor Company of 
Illinois, United States, who arrived in Kabul recently accompanied by his wife 
and daughter, is leaving for Calcutta, via Peshawar, on or about the 
1.9th September. He proposes to return to Afghanistan next year, when he hopes 
to sell the Afghan Government some tractors for road-building purposes. (A) 

(b) Mr. Milton Conover, a professor from Washington, arrived in Kabul from 
Iran on or about the 11th September. He is visiting different cities of the world 
and will probably leave for Calcutta with Mr. Barnhart ( (a) above) and his 
family. (A) 

21. British. 

(a) Reference Summary No. 37, paragraph 30 (b). Colonel H. V. Lewis. 

D.S.O., M.C., and Mrs. Lewis left Kabul on a visit to Ashraf (Map 38/A. B-3) on 
the 13th September. 
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( b ) Reference Summary No. 37. paragraph 30 (cl). Mr. R. H. D. Lowis left 
Kabul for Peshawar, via Torkham, on the 17th September. 

(c) Mr. J. G. Boome (Summary No. 13, paragraph 38 (b)) and Mr. G. W. 
Gray (Summary No. 24, paragraph 17 (c) ) are leaving Kabul for Peshawar on 
the 20th September on a short visit to India. (A) 

22. Germans. 

(a) M. Karl Otto Sander, hosiery merchant of Bombay, arrived in Kabul on 
the 15th September and is leaving again for India on the 20th September. Ills 
visit is said not to be connected with business. (A) 

(b) Reference Summary No. 17, paragraph 26. M. W. Baldow is leaving 
Kabul for Peshawar on the 20th September. His contract with the Afghan 
Government Post and Telegraph Department has been terminated and he is 
proceeding to Germany, via Bombay. He is not expected to return to 
Afghanistan. (A) 

23. Turks. 

Dr. B. Ahmed Ramzi (Diary No. 21 of 1935, paragraph 40) and his wife and 
Bazan Emine were granted visas for Turkey on the 18th September. 

Mme. Ramzi was employed as a lady doctor and Bazan Emine as a nurse in 
the Women’s Hospital, Kabul. Their three years’ contract with the Afghan 
Government has expired and they are not expected to return to Afghanistan. (A) 

W. R. HAY, Counsellor, 

(For military attache (absent on duty)). 

Kabul , September 19, 1936. 


[N 5271/107/97] No. 79. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-'Ey tier to Mr. Eden.—(Received October 26.) 

(No. 137. Confidential.) 

Sir, Kabul, October 2, 1936. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for information a copy of the Intelligence 
Summary of the military attache to this Legation, No. 39, dated the 
26th September, 1936. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. I am sending a copy of this despatch to the Secretary of State for India 
and the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

(For the Minister), 

W. R. HAY. 


(Secret.) 


Enclosure in No. 79. 


Intelligence Summary No. 39 for the Week ending September 25, 1936. 


General. 

THE political situation is quiet. 

The Russians are paying such high prices for Persian lamb in Kabul that 
they have driven other purchasers out of the market. 


Kabul. 

2. Civil Aviation. Kabul-Termez Service. 

Reference Summary No. 38, paragraph 2 (6). This biplane left Kabul on or 
about the 20th September. (A) 

3. Visit of King Zahir Shah to Damian. 

Reference Summary No. 37, paragraph 3. King Zahir Shah has cancelled 
his proposed visit to Bamian. (B) 
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4. Kabul Situation. 

Reference Summary No. 38, paragraph 3. (a) On the 16th September the 
tribal leaders holding military rank in Kabul complained to the Prime Minister 
that they had not been consulted regarding the despatch of troops and munitions 
to the south. The Prime Minister replied that no such emergency had arisen as 
made it necessary to consult them. (B) 

( b ) On the 18th September a member of the Jamiat-ul-Ulama delivered a 
speech in the Pul-i-Khishti on the subject of the rumours of war which were in 
circulation. He deprecated war generally, and stated that Afghanistan was not 
in a position to undertake a war against any nation. The present excitement was 
due solely to an ordinary dispute over water with the Iranians. Of course, if 
any infidel—in which category he included Amanullah by name—were to attack 
the country, it would be necessary to fight. (B) 

5. Visit of the Afghan Minister of Defence to Europe. 

Reference Summary No. 9, paragraph 3. The Islah of the 8th September 
announced that S. Shah Mahmud Khan (W.W. 414) arrived in Rome on the 
28th August and was accorded a warm reception. He returned to Berlin on the 
4th September. 


Trade. 

6. Persian Lamb. 

The Persian lamb market in Kabul was formally opened on the 2nd August 
(cf. Summary No. 32, paragraph 6). 

The number of skins since sold is as follows :— 


Sold for America . 120,000 

Sent to London by State Trading Companies ... 80,000 

Sold to London Jews. 107,000 

Sold to Russians . 400,000 


Total . 707,000 (B) 


The Russians have only recently come into the market, and are paying prices 
varying from 33s. to 38s. per skin. Other purchasers are unable to compete and 
will probably now leave Kabul. The Russians have been given a two months’ 
option of purchasing the 300,000 skins which remain on the market, at the same 
rate. (B) 

7. German Trading Affairs. 

Reference Summary No. 18, paragraph 27 (c). M. Hans Wohrl is still in 
Kabul, and states (A) that it will take him another six months to wind up the 
affairs of the German Trading Company. The Afghan Government are insisting 
on contracts entered into during the reign of Amanullah being carried out. 
M. Wohrl has instructions from the German Government to complete the 
contracts and accept such payments as may be offered in order that the interests 
of Germans trading in Afghanistan may not be prejudiced. 

8. Promulgation of a Code relating to the Control of Drugs and Medicines in 

A fghanistan. 

The Islah of the 21st September published a code for the control of drugs 
and medicines in Afghanistan. 

9. Pathan Trading Company, 

The annual meeting of the Pathan Trading Company (Shirkat-i-Pashtun) 
was held at Kandahar on the 12th September. (A) 

A dividend of 35-2 per cent, was declared as against 30 per cent, last year 
(cf. Diary No. 37 of 1935, paragraph 20). (B) 

10. Co-Operative Company of the North. 

(a) Reference Summary No. 20, paragraph 16. The Islah of the 
9th September confirms the appointment of Muhammad Umar Khan as 
managing director of the above company. 
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This company has previously been referred to as the United Northern 
Company, 

(6) Reference Summary No. 19, paragraph 10. The Islah of the 
22nd September announced that the Co-Operative Company of (he North had 
distributed 238,100 kilog. (approximately 525,000 lb.) of cotton seed to cultivators 
in Kataghan earlier in the year. A large amount of new land has, as a 
consequence, been brought under cultivation. The cotton crop has been a very 
successful one, and the company have now appointed committees to purchase 
the cotton. 

11. Formation of a Carpet Weaving Company. 

The Islah of the 12th September announced the formation at Shibarghan 
(Map 32/H. C-2) of a carpet weaving company (Shirkat-i-Qalibafi) with a capital 
of 250,000 Afghani rupees. 


Southern Province. 

12. Outbreak of Cholera. 

Reference Summary No. 38, paragraph 8. It is now officially reported that 
the epidemic of cholera in Zurmat has disappeared. (A) 

North of the Hindu Kush. 

13. Change in Appointment of Commissar at Baroghil. 

The Islah of the 12th September announced that Sher Muhammad Khan has 
been appointed Commissar at Baroghil (Map 42/H. B-l), vice Faqir Muhammad 
Khan, relieved at his own request. 

14. Detention of a Turkoman Leader in Kabul. 

Reference Summary No. 35, paragraph 17. The name of this religious leader 
is reported to be Khalifa Qazul Ayaq. He was permitted to leave Kabul on the 
12th September for his home in Kataghan. (B) 

15. Heinous Offender. 

Reference Diary No. 36 of 1934, paragraph 19. Zarc, Giga Khel Mahsud, 
who is living at Mazar-i-Sharif, recently ran amok and killed his wife. (C) 


Foreign Affairs. 

16. Afghan Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

Reference Summary No. 36, paragraph 9. (a) The Islah of the 9th September 
announced that S. Faiz Muhammad Khan (W.W. 243) arrived in Moscow on the 
5th September, and on the 7th had an interview with M. Litvinov, the Commissar 
for Foreign Affairs of the U.S.S.R. 

(b) The Islah of the 20th September announced that S. Faiz Muhammad 
Khan arrived in Berlin on the 14th September and left for Geneva the 
following day. 


Afghan Relations with North-West Frontier Tribes. 

17. Brigadier Abdullah Jan. 

Reference Summary No. 38, paragraph 11. Abdullah Jan, shortly after his 
arrival in Kabul, was interviewed by the Prime Minister, who rebuked him for 
causing trouble on the frontier. On a subsequent day he was seen by the Acting 
War Minister in the company of the Faqir of Shewa, N. S. Zar Khan and Malik 
Dande Khan. Generalities only appear to have been discussed. (B) 

Abdullah Jan has denied that he ever harboured Pale and his companions. 
The Prime Minister is hopeful of getting in some or all of the other members of 
his gang, but has no definite news of them owing to the fact that the telephone 
lines in the Southern Province have been badly damaged by storms. (B) 
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The Army. 

18. Fund for the Purchase of Aeroplanes and Military Equipment. 

Reference Summary No. 38, paragraph 12. (a) The Islah of the 8th, 9th, 
12th, 13th and 17th September give further lists of officials under the War 
Ministry who have subscribed to this fund, the total further amount subscribed 
being approximately 20,113 Afghani rupees. 

(b) The Islah of the 12th September also announced that the cavalry “ other 
ranks” are contributing 2 Afghani rupees per head. Infantry ranks are 
contributing 1 rupee per head, as already reported. 

( c ) The Islah of the 24th September announced that subscriptions amounting 
to 3,768 Afghani rupees have been received from the Eastern Province. 

His Majesty’s Legation. 

19. Reference Summary No. 38, paragraph 17. His Majesty’s Minister and 
Mrs. Fraser-Tytler returned to Kabul on the 25th September. 


His Majesty’s Consulate, Jalalabad. 

20. Reference Summary No. 25, paragraph 34. His Majesty’s consul at 
Jalalabad returned to Jalalabad for the winter on the 18th September. 

Foreign Missions. 

21. German Legation. 

Reference Summary No. 38, paragraph 18. Dr. von Schweinitz is described 
on his card as attache to the German Legation. He has served recently in the 
Berlin Foreign Office and before that at Amsterdam and Cairo. (A) 

He has come to Kabul to act as Charge d’Affaires, as Dr. Ziemke is shortly 
proceeding on leave ( cf. Summary No. 32, paragraph 20 ( c )). (B) 

Individuals. 

22. Americans. 

Dr. Rowland of Harvard, who arrived in August and has been taking 
coloured photographs at Bamian, was to leave Kabul for India on the 
23rd September, accompanied by two American students, Messrs. A. T. Johnson 
and F. B. Vanderhoef. (A) 

23. German. 

Reference Summary No. 35, paragraph 7. M. C. H. Jaeger has left Kabul 
for India. (A) 

24. Indian. 

The Ittifaq-i-lslam of the 10th September announced the arrival in Herat on 
the 4th September of Saiyid Muhammad Shaida Khan. He travelled from Iran 
by bicycle and was leaving Herat for Kandahar within a few days. 

25. Italian. 

Reference Diary No. 48 of 1934, paragraph 34 ( b ). M. Veschi is about 
to leave Afghanistan, his contract with the Afghan Government having 
expired. (B) 

26. Poles. 

Reference Diary No. 48 of 1933, paragraph 5 (a). M. Michal Domaszewicz 
arrived in Kabul on the 16th September. He is described on his card as a 
rapporteur of the Warsaw Foreign Office. He proposes to stay in Afghanistan a 
year studying local conditions. (A) 

W. R. HAY, Counsellor 

(For Military Attach*} 

(absent on duty).) 


Kabul , September 26, 1936 





293 


[N 5394/107/97] No. 80. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden.—(Received November 2.) 

(No. 141. Confidential.) 

Sir, Kabul , October 9, 1936. 

I HAVE the honour to forward for information a copy of the Intelligence 
Summary of the military attache to this Legation, No. 40, dated the 3rd October, 
1936. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being sent to the Secretary of State for India 
and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

(For the Minister), 

W. R. HAY. 


Enclosure in No. 80. 

(Secret.) 

Intelligence Summary No. 40 for the Week ending October 2, 1936. 

General. 

S. Shah Mahmud Khan (W.W. 414), Minister of Defence, has arrived in 
Moscow. 

Brigadier Abdullah Jan Wazir is still in Kabul, and the Afghan Govern¬ 
ment appear to be trying to persuade him to bring his family to Kabul (see 
paragraph 12 of this Summary). 

The Commandant of the Afghan Air Force left India for Europe on the 26th 
September, with a view to arranging for the purchase of modern aircraft. 
Paragraphs 16, 17 and 18 of this Summary give further details. 

A Japanese military attache has been appointed to the Japanese Legation in 
Kabul and will arrive shortly. 

Kabul. 

2. Civil A viation. Kabul-Termez Service. 

A Russian biplane, believed to be a P-5 civil mail plane, arrived in Kabul at 
1250 hours on the 26th September, and left for Termez at 0825 hours on the 
28th September. (A) 

3. Visit of A fghan Minister of Defence to Europe. 

The Islah of the 29th September states that S. Shah Mahmud Khan 
(W.W. 414), Afghan Minister of Defence, has arrived in Moscow, and has been 
entertained to lunch by Marshal Voroshiloff, Soviet Commissar for Defence. 
(Summary No. 39, paragraph 5.) 

4. French A rchceological Mission. 

Reference Summary No. 38, paragraph 4. This mission left Kabul on the 
28th September for Afghan Sistan. (A) 

5. A nti-lndian Feeling in Kabid. 

A recent report states that strong anti-Indian feeling is prevalent in Kabul. 
The Turkish and Iranian Embassies are said to encourage this, and Turks in 
Afghan employ are also stated to foster this feeling. Indians are accused of 
being British intelligence agents, and for this reason the feeling is partly anti- 
British. (B) 

6. Arrest of Prominent Mullah on a Murder Charge. 

It is reported that Mehr Ali Shah, the Imam of the Idgah and Arg mosques 
in Kabul and a very influential mullah of advanced age, has been arrested and 
charged with the murder of his nephew. The mullah’s son and a servant have 
also been arrested. The motive for the murder is said to be that Mehr Ali Shah 
was being pressed by his nephew for the payment of his share of the joint family 
estate. (B) 
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7. Pro-A manullah Propaganda. 

The Afghan Government are stated to have sent some mullahs to various 
areas, such as Tagao and Koh-i-Daman, and to the Northern, Eastern and 
Southern Provinces to carry out pro-Government propaganda. This step has 
been taken as a result of reported pro-Amanullah propaganda, and the wild 
rumours in circulation recently, that the ex-King and his brother Inayatullah 
Khan had arrived on the Iranian frontier. (B) 

8. Acceptance of Afghan Currency Notes. 

The recent wild rumours are stated to have given rise to a reluctance on the 
part of the people of the Eastern and Southern Provinces to accept currency 
notes. (B) 

The Governors of the provinces concerned are stated to have punished certain 
individuals, and this is said to have had the necessary effect. 

9. Dismissal of Indian Instructors at the Rushidia School. 

Reference Summary No. 27, paragraph 30. It is stated that a deputation of 
educated Afghans have asked F.M. Ali Shah Khan (W.W. 180) to dismiss all 
Indian instructors employed at the Rushidia School. Turkish instructors are 
said to be agitating for the dismissal of all Indian instructors. So far only two 
teachers have been dismissed, and a decision regarding the remainder is to be 
made when S. Shah Mahmud Khan (W.W. 414) returns to Kabul. (B) 

Southern Provinces. 

10. Mangals. 

It is stated that some Mangal leaders who have complaints to bring against 
F.M. Muhammad Afzal Khan (W.W. 138), Governor of the Southern Province, 
recently came to Kabul, and that, in order to attract attention, two of them 
attempted to commit suicide near the tomb of the late King Nadir Shah. Their 
companions are stated to have prevented them from carrying out their intention, 
and the guard commander on duty at the tomb is said to have given information 
regarding the attempt to the Court Minister, Ahmad Shah Khan (W.W. 149). (B) 


Afghan Relations with North-West Frontier Tribes. 

11. Daurs of the Tochi. 

Reference Summary No. 34, paragraph 16. A recent Kabul report states 
that certain Daurs who visited Kabul have been arrested by the British authorities 
in North Waziristan. 

Sher Zaman Khan Daur, who recently received his allowance from the 
Afghan Government, is said to have been frightened by the above arrests, and 
has returned to Kabul with his family. (B) 

12. Brigadier Abdullah Jan. 

Reference Summary No. 39, paragraph 11. The Afghan Prime Minister is 
reported to have given an interview to the Faqir of Shewa on the 27th September, 
at which he is said to have explained to the Faqir the situation created by the 
activities of Abdullah Jan. 

The Faqir was asked to try and persuade Abdullah Jan to comply with the 
wishes of the Afghan Government and bring his family to Kabul. (B) 

Next day the Faqir discussed the question with Abdullah Jan in the presence 
of F.M. Shah Bahrain Mahsud and N.S. Musa Khan Mahsud (W.W. 462), and 
Abdullah Jan is said to have stated that he wished to return to Birmal. 

The Afghan Government on hearing this gave orders that Abdullah Jan 
would be arrested if he left Kabul without permission. The Faqir is continuing 
his efforts to persuade Abdullah Jan to comply with the wishes of the Afghan 
Government. 

13. Mahsuds. 

Rasul Khan Mahsud, ex-Subedar of the South Waziristan Khassadars, has 
arrived in Kabul with one follower. The reason for his visit is that he wishes 
to obtain a grant of land from the Afghan Government. (B) 
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The Army. 

14. Transfer of Officers to the Reserve. 

F. M. Muhammad Umar Khan (W.W. 650), president of the Committee of 
Improvements and Reforms, and F.M. Muhammad Hashim Khan (W.W. 340a), 
of the Committee of Improvements and Reforms in the Ministry of Defence, have 
been transferred to the Reserve List on half-pay. (B) 

The transfers are said to have been ordered as a result of a violent public 
quarrel between these two officers. 

15. The Minister of Defence. 

S. Shah Wali Khan (W.W. 585), Acting Minister of Defence, is stated to be 
anxiously awaiting the arrival of his brother, S. Shah Mahmud Khan (W.W. 414), 
and to be taking very little interest in administrative matters in the Ministry of 
Defence, so much so that he has only paid one visit to the Ministry during the 
last fortnight. (B) 

Air Force. 

16. Visit of Afghan Air Force Commandant to Europe. 

Reference Summary No. 38, paragraph 15. G.M. Muhammad Ihsan Khan 
(W.W. 363), Commandant of the Afghan Air Force, left Karachi for Bombay on 
the 24th September. He intends to proceed per steamship Cathay to Marseilles, 
and will then go to Paris, where he will stay a few days and meet the Afghan 
Foreign Minister. He will then proceed to London. (A) 

While in Europe he will arrange for the purchase of a certain number of 
modern aircraft. 

17. New Aerodrome at Kabul. 

G. M. Muhammad Ihsan Khan (W.W. 363), Commandant of the Afghan 
Air Force, stated (A) to the military attache that the Afghan Government intend 
to construct a new aerodrome for use by their air force at Khwaja Rawash 
(Map 38/F. M-25). The size of the landing ground is to be approximately 
1,000 yards by 1,000 yards. New hangars and workshops are to be constructed. 

The present aerodrome at Sherpur is to be used as an aerodrome for civil 
aircraft when required. (Summary No. 37, paragraph 25.) 

18. Reorganisation of the Afghan Air Force. 

The Commandant of the Afghan Air Force stated (A) that the Afghan 
Government intended completely to reorganise and equip their air force in 
accordance with modern requirements. He said they would start on a basis of 
one squadron of twelve aircraft and, if funds were available and when pilots and 
technical personnel were trained, would add a further squadron of twelve aircraft 
to their air force. 

It is intended to station one flight each of four aircraft at Kandahar, Herat 
and Mazar-i-Sharif when they become available. 

Communications. 

19. Khanabad-Faizabad Road. Routes in A fghanistan N.E. 

Signor A. Vesce, an Italian engineer in Afghan Government employ, stated 
(A) that 60 miles of the motor road Khanabad-Kishm-Faizabad has been 
completed, but that the road, in his opinion, was not very satisfactory. He has 
completed two stone bridges with brick arches, one over the Kokcha River and one 
over the Talikhan River (Map 37/H, B-2). 

He has now terminated his contract, as the Afghan Government would not 
provide blasting material, &c., for the construction of the remainder of the road. 

His Majesty’s Legation. 

20. Reference Summary No. 37, paragraph 26. The military attach^ 
returned to Kabul from India on the 28th September. 
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Foreign Missions. 

21. Japanese Legation. 

The Japanese Minister in Kabul stated (A) that a military attache has been 
appointed to the Japanese Legation in Kabul and will arrive shortly. His name 
is Major Yoshikaya Miyasaki, and he is an infantry officer. 


Individuals. 

22. British. 

(a) Reference Summary No. 38, paragraph 21 (a). Colonel H. Y. Lewis and 
Mrs. Lewis returned to Kabul on the 30th September and left for Peshawar on 
the 3rd October. 

( b ) Mr. J. G. Boome and Mr. G. W. Gray returned to Kabul from Peshawar 

on the 28th September. (Summary No. 38, paragraph 21 (c).) (A) 

(c) Flight-Lieutenant L. H. Starr, meteorological officer, No. 1 (Indian) 
Group Headquarters, R.A.F., Peshawar, arrived in Kabul from Peshawar on the 
1st October. 

23. German. 

Herr 0. Moser, employed as Director of Printing by the Afghan Government, 
is leaving Kabul with his wife shortly. He may take up a similar appointment 
under the Iranian Government in Tehran or return to Germany. (B). 

24. Italian. 

Signor A. Vesce, engineer in Afghan Government employ, is returning to 
Italy via India, China and South America. 

He has terminated his contract with the Afghan Government and does not 
intend to return to Afghanistan. (B) 

A. S. LANCASTER, Major , 

Military Attache. 

Kabul, October 3, 1936. 


[N 5501/107/97] No. 81. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden.—-(Received November 9.) 
(No. 143. Confidential.) 

Sir, Kabul, October 14, 1936. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a copy of the Intelligence Summary 
of the military attache to this Legation, No. 41, dated the 10th October, 1936. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being sent to the Secretary of State for India 
and the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

(For the Minister), 

A. MACANN. 


Enclosure in No. 81. 

(Secret.) 

Intelligence Summary No. 41 for the Week ending October 9, 1936. 

General. 

THE Prime Minister is leaving Kabul on the 12th October for Berlin, where 
he is to undergo treatment. 

His Highness S. Shah Mahmud Khan has been asked by telegram to return 
to Kabul as soon as possible. 
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Kabul. 

2. Civil Aviation. Kabul-Termez Service. 

A Russian biplane, believed to be a P-5 civil mail plane, arrived in Kabul 
at 1245 hours on the 4th October and left for Termez at 0900 hours on th6 
6th. (A) 

3. Kabul Situation. 

Reference Summary No. 39, paragraph 4. Efforts are being made by the 
Afghan Government to make it known to the public that the question of the 
recent dispute with Iran over water from the Helmand River has been settled and 
that all is quiet on the Afghan-Iranian frontier. (B) 

4. Visit of Afghan Prime Minister to Europe. 

His Highness the Prime Minister is leaving Kabul on the 12th October for 
Europe. He is proceeding direct to Berlin, where he is to undergo treatment for 
a tumour on the thigh. In his absence his Highness S. Shah Wali Khan will 
officiate as Prime Minister and his Highness S. Shah Mahmud Khan has been 
asked by telegram to return immediately. He is expected to reach Kabul at the 
end of the month. (A) 

The Prime Minister is accompanied by Dr. Rifki Bey, the King’s physician, 
and two members of his suite. 

5. Visit of Afghan Minister of Defence to Europe. 

Reference Summary No. 40, paragraph 3. The Islah of the 30th September 
contained a long article describing the reception accorded to S. Shah Mahmud 
Khan (W.W. 414) in Moscow. The speeches exchanged at the banquet given to 
his Highness by M. Voroshilov are given as an appendix to this summary.(') 

6. Return of Afghan Hockey Team. 

Reference Summary No. 14, paragraph 6. The Afghan Olympic hockey team 
has arrived in Kabul. (A) 

7. New University. 

The Islah of the 19th September announced that the Prime Minister laid the 
foundation-stone of the new university building at Aliabad near Kabul on the 
16th September. 


Trade. 

8. Persian Lamb. 

Reference Summary No. 39, paragraph 6. The information given therein 
appears to be premature so far as the Russian purchases are concerned. A buyer 
for one of the London firms informed His Majesty’s Minister on the 
6th October (A) that, as a result of negotiations carried on by Abdul Majid 
Khan (W.W. 73) in Moscow, the Russian buyers had come into the market and 
offered to purchase 400,000 skins at fluctuating prices according to grade, and 
not on average. The offer had been accepted, but difficulties had subsequently 
arisen, partly due to the fluctuation of the American dollar, in which the price 
was fixed, and partly owing to the unwillingness of sellers to agree to sell at 
prices fixed according to grades. The matter is still under discussion, and 
meanwhile the market is stagnant. 


Southern Province. 

9. Mangals. 

Reference Summary No. 40, paragraph 10. When the Prime Minister heard 
of this affair he gave orders for the arrest of the men concerned, but the King 
and the Queen Mother intervened, and it was finally decided to hold a tribal jirga 
to settle the question of the grievances of the Mangals. (B) 

( J ) Not printed. 





10. Murders in the Southern Province. 

Some time ago a man was murdered by his cousin. The murdered man was 
a tenant of one Miram, an influential Mangal living in Mirzakai (Map 38/G. B-l 
or C-l). Miram has now murdered the cousin and has taken refuge at Hazar 
Darakht (Map 38/G. C-l). He has repulsed the various attempts which have 
been made to arrest him, and is said to be supported by the people of Hazar 
Darakht. (B) 

North of the Hindu Kush. 

11. Opening of New Schools. 

The Islah of the 30th September announced that a High School had been 
opened in Maimana (Map 33/A. D-4), and a primary school at Pushtun Kot in 
the Province of Maimana. 


Afghan Relations with North-West Frontier Tribes. 

12. Brigadier A bdullah Jan. 

Reference Summary No. 40, paragraph 12. The Prime Minister informed 
His Majesty’s Minister on the 8th October (A) that the Afghan Government had 
decided to keep Abdullah Jan in Afghanistan. His family was being sent for 
from Birmal. 

Abdullah Jan is reported to have visited the Koh-i-Daman on the 
30th September, and it is possible that arrangements are being made to settle him 
in that area. (C) 

The Army. 

13. Troop Movements. 

Reference Summary No. 37, paragraph 20. Some of the lorries which were 
commandeered for the transport of troops, &c., to Kandahar and Chakansur in 
connexion with the recent Helmand water dispute have now returned to 
Kabul. (A) 

14. Fund for the Purchase of A eroplanes and Military Equipment. 

Reference Summary No. 39, paragraph 18. (a) The Islah of the 20th 

September announced that a further sum of 5,958 Afghani rupees had been 
subscribed by officials under the War Ministry. 

(6) The Islah of the 23rd and 30th September announced that a further sum 
of 9,178 Afghani rupees had been subscribed by officials, &c., of Kandahar. 


Communications. 

15. River Transport. 

Reference Summary No. 35, paragraph 24. Mr. J. M. Macdonald recently 
returned to Kandahar from the Helmand River. 

Mr. Macdonald informed His Majesty’s consul at Kandahar on the 26th 
September that he and an assistant travelled by motor boat from Girishk 
(Map 34/A. B-42) to a point 20 miles below that place, where their boat stuck, 
there being less than one foot of water in the river. Mr. Macdonald was told that 
the river had never been so dry during the last thirty years. 

The river transport scheme, if it materialises, is to provide transport, chiefly 
for cotton, by means of two 80-ton boats. The assistant has since returned to 
Kabul to report on the scheme, while Mr. Macdonald has returned to Karachi. 

16. Wireless. 

Reference Summary No. 38, paragraph 16 (a). Mr. G. W. Gray, of Marconi’s, 
left Kabul for Dai Zangi on the 6th October in connexion with the erection of 
the masts for the wireless station there. (A) 

Mr. J. G. Boome stated (A) on the 9th October that he had received 
information from Mr. Gray that there was 4 degrees of frost at Bamian when 
Mr. Gray passed through that place. It is now doubtful whether the concrete 
foundations for the masts will be laid in Dai Zangi this year on account of 
the frost. 
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His Majesty’s Legation. 

17.— (a) Major A. E. H. Macann, who is to relieve Major W. R. Hay as 
counsellor of this Legation, arrived in Kabul from Peshawar on the 8th October. 

(b) Reference Summary No. 17, paragraph 25 (/). Miss E. Williams left 
Kabul on the 7th October for Tehran via Kandahar. 

(c) The military attache left Kabul on the 7th October. He is accompanying 
Miss Williams to Islam Kila (Kafir Kala, Map 29/F. A-2), travelling via 
Kandahar and Herat. 

(d) Khan Bahadur Sikandar Khan, oriental secretary to this Legation, left 
Kabul for India on leave on the 4th October. 


Foreign Missions. 

18. German Legation. 

Dr. K. Ziemke, German Minister in Kabul, was granted a visa for India on 
the 6th October, and left for Peshawar on the 9th to join his wife who is ill in 
hospital at Peshawar. (A) 

19. Italian Legation. 

(a) Reference Summary No. 31, paragraph 23. The wife and son of 
M. U. Sabetta, the Italian Minister in Kabul, were granted visas on the 
8th Octoher for Rome via India. 

(b) Reference Summary No. 25, paragraph 35. Dr. Adolf Crescini, secretary 
to the Italian Legation, was granted a visa on the 8th October for India. 


Individuals. 

20. A fghans. 

Abdur Rahman Khan, secretary to the Afghan Legation at Jedda, was 
granted a visa on the 6th October for the Hejaz via India. 

21. British. 

(а) Brigadier the Hon. H. R. L. G. Alexander, C.S.I., D.S.O., M.C., and 
Lady Margaret Alexander arrived in Kabul on the 8th October, and are staying 
in this Legation. 

(б) Colonel A. A. McNeight, I.M.S., Mrs. McNeight and Miss McNeight 
arrived in Kabul on the 5th October, and are staying in this Legation. 

(c) Miss Kennedy, Q.A.I.M.N.S., and Major F. M. Lipscomb, R.A.M.C., 
arrived in Kabul on the 5th October, and are staying at the Kabul Hotel. 

(d) Reference Summary No. 40, paragraph 22 (c). Flight-Lieutenant 
L. H. Starr left Kabul for Peshawar on the 6th October. 

(e) Reference Summary No. 40, paragraph 22 (6). Mr. G. W. Gray left 
Kabul for Dai Zangi on the 6th October. (A) 

22. Greeks. 

M. Nicholas Khazibapa, electrical engineer, was granted a visa on the 
6th October for Greece via India. 

23. Turks. 

Emin Ali Bey, employed by the Afghan Government as Adviser to the 
Educational Department, was granted a visa on the 5th October for Turkey via 
India and Egypt. 

A. MACANN, Counsellor, 

(For Military Attache absent on tour). 


Kabul, October 10, 1936. 
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[N 3623/107/97] No. 82. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytlev to Mr. Eden.—(Received November 16.) 

;' (No. 147. Confidential.) 

| Sir, Kabul, October 22, 1936. 

Y I HAVE the honour to transmit for information a copy of the Intelligence 

„•;> Summary of the military attach^ to this Legation, No. 42 dated the 17th October, 

f 1936. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

^ 3. I am sending a copy of this despatch to the Secretary of State for India 

and the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

(For the Minister), 

A. MACANN. 


Enclosure in No. 82. 

(Secret.) 

Intelligence Summary No. 42 for the Week ending October 16, 1936. 

General. 

THE Prime Minister left Kabul on the 12th October and stayed two nights 
in Jalalabad on his way to Peshawar. 

The King’s birthday and the anniversary of the “ Najat-i-Watan ” (salvation 
of the country) were celebrated in Kabul on the 15th and 16th October. 


Kabul. 

2. Civil Aviation. Kabul-Termez Service. 

A Russian biplane, believed to be a P-5 civil mail plane, arrived in Kabul 
at 1050 hours on the 10th October and left for Termez at 0920 hours on the 
13th October. (A) 

3. Twenty-second Anniversary of King Zahir Shah’s Birthday. 

The twenty-second anniversary of the birth of King Zahir Shah was 
celebrated on the 15th October. 

The city was illuminated for the occasion. The Diplomatic Corps in Kabul 
paid their respects by writing their names in the book provided at the Dilkhusha 
Palace in the morning, and by attending a dinner and reception at the Prime 
Minister’s house in the evening, in the course of which the King’s health was 
proposed by the doyen of the corps. 

4. Seventh Anniversary of the “ Najat-i-Watan” (Salvation of the Country). 

The seventh anniversary of the entry of King Nadir Shah into Kabul was 
celebrated on the 16th October. The Diplomatic Corps attended a banquet given 
by King Zahir Shah at the Dilkhusha Palace, which was followed by a reception. 
No speeches were made and the King returned to the Arg immediately after 
the banquet. 

5. Visit of the A fghan Prime Minister to Europe. 

Reference Summary No. 41, paragraph 4. His Highness the Prime Minister 
left Kabul en route for Europe on the 12th October. Before his departure he 
was invested by the King with the Order of Almar-i-Ala, the highest decoration 
in Afghanistan. 

He stayed two nights in Jalalabad and on the 13th October visited Hadda, 
where he inspected the mosque in company with the Ustad Sahib, and then pro¬ 
ceeded to Laghman, where he visited the tomb of his father, S. Muhammad Yusuf 
Khan, who is buried near the shrine of Mehtar Lam Sahib ((Lamech). (A) 

He left Jalalabad on the 14th October for Peshawar. 
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6. Visit of the Afghan Minister of Defence to Europe. 

Reference Summary No. 41, paragraph 5. His Highness the Minister of 
Defence is returning with all speed to Afghanistan via Persia. (A) He is 
expected to cross the frontier at Islam Kila on the 24th October and should reach 
Kabul about a week later. 

7. Political Situation. 

It is reported that there is at present a certain amount of agitation directed 
against those Afghans who were born and brought up in India, and the fact that 
only two out of fifteen members of the hockey team which recently visited Europe 
were born in Afghanistan is being used as propaganda. 

The expenditure of the large sum of money spent on sending the hockey team 
to Europe is being criticised, as is also the visit of the Minister of Defence to 
Europe. (C) 

The recent increase in the pay of Government servants has been interpreted 
by the public as a sign of weakness on the part of the Government. 

8. Anti-Indian Feeling in Kabul. 

Reference Summary No. 40, paragraph 5. It is reported that this feeling 
is now dying down. The Afghan authorities have made some arrests, in conse¬ 
quence of which the position of Indians in Kabul is more secure. The departure 
of the Prime Minister, however, may lead to a recrudescence of this agitation. (B) 

9. The Naqib of Chaharbagh. 

Reference Summary No. 22, paragraph 5. The Naqib of Chaharbagh 
(W.W. 546), with his family, left Kabul for his home on the 8th October. (B) 
He was visited on the evening of the 12th October by the Prime Minister, who 
stopped at Chaharbagh for an hour on his way to Jalalabad. (A) 

10. Dam and Canal Construction. 

The I slab of the 13th October states that a Mr. Pancer (sic. Panzer, a German 
engineer) has been sent to Katawaz to supervise the construction of the Faltu 
Dam. (Maps 33/C and D—Faltoi River.) 


Industries. 

11. Import of Sheep. 

The Islah of the 13th October announces that twenty merino lambs have 
been purchased from the Sovafghantorg. Ten of these lambs will be kept in 
Kabul and ten in Herat. 


Trade. 


12. Indian Traders in Afghanistan. 

Reference Summary No. 9, paragraph 14. A report states that the Afghan 
Government contemplated expelling all Indian traders from Afghanistan, and 
to effect this had proposed to introduce this autumn a special income tax on 
foreign traders, which would be so heavy as to compel the traders to close their 
shops. The introduction of the special tax has now been postponed until the 
spring of next year. ((') 


Eastern Province. 

13. Agriculture. 

The Islah of the 13th October states that Mr. Ozaki, a Japanese, has been 
sent to Jalalabad to study the cultivation of winter crops of vegetables in the 
Eastern Province. 

Kandahar. 

14. Education. 

A class for the teaching of English was opened in Kandahar recently and 
is being attended by a number of clerks and other students. (A) 
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North of the Hindu Kush. 

15. Dam and Canal Construction. 

The Islak of the 13th October states that a Mr. Kokh (sic. Koch, a German 
engineer) has been sent to Mazar-i-Sharif in connexion with dam and canal con¬ 
struction in that area. 


The Army. 

16. Fund for the Purchase of Aeroplanes and Military Equipment. 

Reference Summary No. 41, paragraph 14. The Islah of the 3rd, 4th, 10th, 

12th and 14th October announce that sums totalling 11,820 Afghani rupees 
have been subscribed from various sources for the above fund. 

17. New Barracks. 

The Islah of the 14th October states that the new barracks in Khanabad have 
been completed. 


Communications. 

18. Road Signs Erected in Kandahar. 

His Majesty’s consul at Kandahar reports that boards bearing the various 
distances, in English and Persian, of places on the roads Kandahar-Kabul and 
Kandahar-Herat have been erected near the Kabul and Herat gates of the 
city. (A) 

19. Wireless. 

Reference Summary No. 41, paragraph 16. Mr. G. W. Gray returned to 
Kabul from Dai Zangi on the 11th October. He was unable to do any work there 
owing to the frost, which made it impossible to start the work of laying concrete 
foundations for the masts of the wireless station. (A) 

His Majesty’s Legation. 

20.— (a) Reference Summary No. 41, paragraph 17 (a). Major W. R. Hay, 
C.I.E., and family left Kabul for India, via Peshawar, on the 11th October. 

(b) Reference Summary No. 41, paragraph 17 (d). Khan Bahadur Sikandar 
Khan returned to Kabul on the 15th October. 


Foreign Missions. 

21. German Legation. 

Reference Summary No. 39, paragraph 21, and Summary No. 41, para¬ 
graph 18. Dr. von Schweinitz is now Charg’d d’Affaires of the German Legation, 
in the absence of Dr. Ziemke in India. (A) 

Individuals. 

22. Americans. 

(a) Mr. C. E. Farrar, representative of the Standard Oil Company, who has 
been in Kabul for about two weeks, is leaving for India on or about the 
15th October. (B) 

(b) Mr. E. M. Wadd of Washington, a professor, and his wife arrived in 
Kabul on the 14th October. Mr. Wadd proposes to leave Kabul on the 
18th October. (B) 

23. British. 

(a) Reference Summary No. 41, paragraph 21 ( b). Colonel A. A. McNeight, 
Mrs. McNeight and Miss McNeight left Kabul for India, via Peshawar, on the 
10th October. 

(b) Reference Summary No. 41, paragraph 21 ( c ). Miss Kennedy and 
Major F. M. Lipscomb left Kabul for India, via Peshawar, on the 10th October. 

(c) Reference Summary No. 41, paragraph 21 (e). Mr. G. W. Gray arrived 
in Kabul from Dai Zangi on the 11th October. (A) 
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(d) Reference Summary No. 41, paragraph 21 (a). Brigadier the Hon. 
H. R. L. G. Alexander, C.S.I., D.S.O., M.C., and Lady Margaret Alexander left 
Kabul for India, via Peshawar, on the 12th October. 

(e) Air Commodore R. H. Peck, O.B.E., and Mrs. Peck arrived in Kabul on 
the 13th October and stayed in this Legation until the 16th October, when they 
left for India, via Peshawar. 

A. MACANN, Counsellor, 

(For military attach6, absent on tour). 

Kabul, October 17, 1936. 


[N 3783/107/97] No. 83. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden.—(.Received November 23.) 
(No. 150. Confidential.) 

Sir, Kabul, October 30, 1936. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for information a copy of the Intelligence 
Summary of the military attache to this Legation, No. 43, dated the 
24th October, 1936. 

2. Paragraphs 4 and 5.—I have reported separately on possible political 
reactions to the Prime Minister’s departure. For the moment all is normal, 
except for a general tendency, at any rate in Kabul, for everyone to take a holiday. 
I hear, for instance, that the post office is opening an hour or two later than the 
official time; and Mr. Boome, Marconi’s representative, who is putting up the 
new wireless installation just outside the city, reports that his workmen have 
slackened off considerably in the past fortnight. 

3. I am sending a copy of this despatch to the Secretary of State for India 
and the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

W. K. FRASER-TYTLER. 


Enclosure in No. 83. 


(Secret.) 

Intelligence Summary No. 43 for the Week ending October 23, 1936. 


General. 

THE departure of S. Muhammad Hashim Khan (W.W. 337), the Afghan 
Prime Minister, has not caused any unusual excitement. The Acting Prime 
Minister, S. Shah Wali Khan (W.W. 585), has started work, and affairs appear 
to be running smoothly. Ministers are now said to have more initiative, and some 
of them are taking their more important cases to the King for decision. 

Elaborate preparations are being made for the reception of S. Shah Mahmud 
Khan (W.W. 414), who is expected in Herat at the end of the month. 

Afghan officials in the Eastern Province appear to fear an influx of Afridis 
into the province as a result of the ban placed on the entry of Afridis into 
Peshawar District. 

Afridis are stated to have offered to serve in the Afghan army on pay of 
40 Afghani rupees per month (paragraph 10 (6)). 

The Faqir of Shewa left Kabul for Urgun on the 16th October. Abdullah 
Jan, Wazir, is still in Kabul. For further details, see paragraph 12. 

As a result of a landing accident at Sherpur Aerodrome on the 7th October, 
in which one aircraft was badly damaged, the serviceable aircraft in possession of 
the Afghan Government have been reduced to three in number. 


Kabul. 

2. Civil Aviation. Kabul-T ermez Service. 

A Russian biplane, believed to be a P-5 civil type of aircraft, arrived in 
Kabul on the 17th October and left Kabul for Termez at 0945 hours on the 
19th October. (A) 
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3. Administration. 

The Revenue Ministry is reported to be retrenching some 2,500 revenue 
officials as a result of a reorganisation of the Revenue Department throughout 
the country. 

It is stated that in future there will only be one chief revenue official 
(“ mustaufi ”) in the Kabul Province. In other major provinces the chief revenue 
official will be graded as “ sarishtadar ” instead of “ mustaufi,” and in minor 
provinces he will be reduced in status from “ sarishtadar ” to “ mudir.” Other 
minor officials will be similarly reduced in status. (B) 

The object of these measures is said to be to reduce Government expenditure. 

4. The Acting Prime Minister , S. Shah Wali Khan. 

S. Shah Wali Khan (W.W. 585) has started work as Acting Prime Minister, 
and officials are stated to be finding him easy to deal with, and to be obtaining 
orders on cases which have been pending for some time. 

Ministers and other Government officials are stated to be pleased at the 
departure of S. Muhammad Hashim Khan (W.W. 337), and to have more 
initiative regarding the working of their respective Ministries. Some Ministers 
are now taking their cases direct to the King, while others are obtaining decisions 
from the Acting Prime Minister. (B) 

5. The Departure of the Prime Minister to Europe. 

(a) The departure of the Prime Minister, S. Muhammad Hashim Khan 
(W.W. 337), to Europe has not caused any excitement, though persons connected 
with trade are said to view his absence with some pleasure, as they hope to see 
changes in the Afghan Government’s policy regarding monopolies and trade 
control. (B) 

( b) The Kabul bazaar has its usual crop of rumours regarding the reasons 
for his trip to Europe, but none of these need be taken seriously at present. (B) 

(i c) It is reported that the Prime Minister took a sum of 15 lakhs of Afghani 
rupees with him for expenses and possible purchases in Europe. (B) 

6. The National Council. 

Members of the National Council are being granted an audience by 
King Zahir Shah on the 26th October. They will then return to their homes for 
the winter. New members will be elected in the spring of 1937, as the term of 
the present members has expired. (B) 

7. Reception of S. Shah Mahmud Khan. 

Reference Summary No. 42, paragraph 6. G.M. Ghulam Said Khan, 
A.D.C. to the Minister of Defence, F.M. Muhammad Sharif Khan (W.W. 594), 
A.D.C. to the King, and some eleven other officers left Kabul on the 15th October 
for Herat to arrange for the reception of S. Shah Mahmud Khan (W.W. 414) on 
his return from Europe. He is now expected to arrive in Herat from Iran at 
the end of the month. 

An escort of thirty men of the Guards Division and a few personal 
bodyguards have also left Kabul for Herat. 

Elaborate preparations are being made for his reception in Herat, Sabzawar, 
Farah, Girishk and Kandahar. Arches of welcome have been erected and bazaars 
decorated. (A) 

8. Pro-Amanullah Propaganda. 

Some correspondence between ex-King Amanullah and his supporters is 
reported to be conducted through the Italian Legation and M. A. Rosnardi, an 
Italian armourer in Afghan employ. G.M. Muhammad Yakub Khan and 
E.M. Muhammad Ghaus Khan of the Ministry of Defence are stated to meet 
M. Rosnardi frequently. F.M. Abdul Ghafur (W.W. 28), “ Shahji ” (W.W. 512), 
and F.M. Hasan Khan (W.W. 336) are also said to have some connexion with this 
correspondence. (B) 
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Trade. 

9. Formation of a Company for Trading in Tea. 

A new company is to be formed under the auspices of the Shirkat-i-Ashami 
to take over and control the tea trade of Afghanistan. Branches are to be opened 
in Shanghai and Peshawar, and the new company will probably have a monopoly 
for the import of tea into Afghanistan. (B) 

The formation of this company will be unpopular with Indian traders, and 
will also affect the trade in the import of tea into Afghanistan by nomad tribes. 

Eastern Province. 

10. Afridis. 

(a) The Afghan Government are stated to have received reports from the 
Eastern Province regarding the ban placed on Afridis entering Peshawar 
District. Afghan officials of the Eastern Province apparently fear that the 
poorer Afridis may be compelled to enter the province in search of work. (B) 

(b) The Governor of the Eastern Province is stated to have forwarded a 
letter from the Afridis to the Afghan Government which states that about 10,000 
Afridis are prepared to serve in the Afghan army on pay of 40 Afghani rupees 
per month, and that they are also willing to serve in 'more remote places in 
Afghanistan like Mazar-i-Sharif and Herat. (B) 

This letter has been retained pending the arrival of S. Shah Mahmud Khan 
(W.W. 414). 

(c) The following Afridis are stated to have paid a visit to Jalalabad on the 
29th September and to have been seen by the Governor of the Eastern Province, 
paid their usual allowances for expenses and sent back to their homes :— 

Said Almar (W.W. 542): Malik Dm Khel. 

Mullah Mir-ud-Din : Malik Din Khel. 

Zalam Gul: Malik Din Khel. 

Mullah Fazl Karim : Kambar Khel. 

Mullah Awwal Mir : Kambar Khel. 

Qazi Mir Muhammad : Kambar Khel. 

Qazi Hazrat Gul : Kambar Khel. 

Zari Shah : Kambar Khel. 

Narai Sahibzadeh : Sipah Khel. 

Mir Askar : Sipah Khel. (B) 

Two Shinwaris and three Kuki Khel Afridis are also said to have 
accompanied Said Almar to Jalalabad. 

Southern Province. 

11. Man gals. 

(a) Reference Summary No. 41, paragraph 9. It is stated that G.M. Ghulam 
Said Khan, A.D.C. to the Minister of Defence, has visited the Southern Province 
and has succeeded in settling Mangal grievances. He returned to Kabul on the 
13th October. (B) 

( b) Another report states that the Mangal leaders hoped for further develop¬ 
ments as a result of the attempted suicides near the tomb of the late King Nadir 
Shah, and that these, with the killing of some sheep, were to be the signal for 
hostile action against the Afghan Government. (C) 

Afghan Relations with North-West Frontier Tribes. 

12. Wazirs. The Faqir of Shewn and Abdullah Jan, T Vazir. 

(a) The Acting Prime Minister, S. Shah Wali Khan, gave an interview to 
the Faqir of Shewa, his followers and other Wazir leaders on the loth October. 

The Faqir and his son were paid 3,000 Afghani rupees for expenses, his 
followers were given 150 Afghani rupees and the other Wazir leaders, excluding 
those in Government service, were given 200 Afghani rupees each. (B) 

The Faqir and his party, with the exception of Abdullah Jan, Wazir, left 
for Urgun in transport provided by Government on the 16th October. 
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( b) The Faqir of Shewa is said to have been receiving 3,000 Afghani rupees 
per annum as an allowance in the past, but this is now reported to have been 
increased to 6,000 Afghani rupees per annum. (B) 

(c) The pay of Abdullah Jan, Wazir, is stated to have been stopped, and it 
will not be renewed until his family have arrived in Kabul. 

F.M. Pir Muhammad Khan (W.W. 500) is reported to have refused to issue 
the pay of relatives and tribesmen of Abdullah Jan’s faction until they produce 
his brothers at Urgun. 

Abdullah Jan, Wazir, is said to be receiving 3 Afghani rupees per diem 
from the Afghan Government for living expenses, and to have asked permission 
to spend the winter with the Wazir colony in the Koh-i-Daman. He is at present 
living in the Government tribal guest house with two of his followers, and is 
treated as a tribal hostage under strict surveillance. (B) 

The Afghan Government are stated to have reached a decision in conjunction 
with the Faqir of Shewa regarding his disposal, but this will only be announced 
after his family have arrived in Kabul. Special men have been despatched to 
bring his family to Kabul (Summary No. 41, paragraph 12). 

13. “ Pak.” 

F.M. Pir Muhammad Khan (W.W. 500) is reported to have summoned 
Wazir rank and allowance holders to Urgun with a view to obtaining an under¬ 
taking on oath that they have no dealings with “ Pak.” 

The rank holders are stated to have refused to comply with the order on the 
grounds that almost all the Wazirs have either open or secret relations with 
“Pak.” (B) The idea underlying the order is said to be that the Afghan 
Government wish to stop the allowances and dismiss from the militia all Wazirs 
who have any connexion with “ Pak.” 

14. Afridis. 

Aslam Khan, Kambar Khel Afridi of Tirah, arrived in Kabul about the end 
of September and is reported to be still in Kabul. (B) He is believed to be an 
Afghan Government intelligence agent. 

The Army. 

15. Appreciation of the Services of F.M. Abdul A had Khan. 

(a) The I slab of the 24th September publishes a “Royal Firman” by 
King Zahir Shah in appreciation of the services rendered by F.M. Abdul Ahad 
Khan (W.W. 5), G.O.C. of the Herat Division. 

(b) It is presumed that the issue of the “ Firman ” is due to the services 
rendered by this officer during the Helmand water dispute. (B) 

16. Fund for the Piirchase of Aeroplanes and Military Equipment. 

Reference Summary No. 42, paragraph 16. The I si ah of the 17th October 

announces that the inhabitants of Panjwai, Kandahar Province, have subscribed 
16.460 Afghani rupees to this fund. 

Air Force. 

17. Accident to Afghan Aeroplane. 

(a) The Islah of the 11th October states than an Afghan military aircraft 
made a faulty landing at Sherpur Aerodrome after a short flight on the 
7th October and the wings and wheels were damaged. The pilot, T.M. Sher 
Muhammad Khan, and the observer, K.M. Muhammad Arif Khan, are said to 
have escaped serious injury. 

(&) This accident is stated to have reduced the total of serviceable Afghan 
aircraft to three in number. (B) 

His Majesty’s Legation. 

18. Reference Summary No. 41, paragraph 17 ( c). The military attache 
returned to Kabul on the 22nd October. 






Foreign Missions. 


19. Soviet Embassy. 

M. B. Skvirsky, Soviet Ambassador in Kabul, and his wife left Kabul on 
the 20th October for a tour of inspection of Soviet consulates in Afghanistan. 
They are travelling via Kandahar to Herat, and then intend visiting Maimana 
and Mazar-i-Sharif before returning to Kabul. (A) 


Individuals. 

20. Afghan. 

S. Muhammad Rahim Khan, son of S. Muhammad Rafiq Khan and a brother 
of the Wali of Kabul, Muhammad Umar Khan (W.W. 658), is proceeding to 
Kashmir via Peshawar shortly in order to visit his sister. (B) 


21. British. 

(a) Major C. H. Boucher, D.S.O., Brigade Major, Peshawar Brigade, and 
Mrs. Boucher arrived in Kabul from Peshawar on the 23rd October and are 
staying in this Legation. 

( b) Major E. J. Fulton, Skinner’s Horse, and Mrs. Fulton arrived in Kabul 
from Peshawar on the 22nd October and are staying in this Legation. 


Kabul. October 24, 1936. 


A. S. LANCASTER, Major, 
Military A ttache 


[N 5923/107/97] No. 84. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden.—(Received November 30.) 
(No. 152. Confidential.) 

Sir, Kabul, November 6, 1936. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for information a copy of the Intelligence 
Summary of the military attache to this Legation, No. 44, dated the 
31st October, 1936. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. I am sending a copy of this despatch to the Secretary of State for India 
and the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

(For the Minister), 

A. MACANN. 


(Secret.) 


Enclosure in No. 84. 


Intelligence Summary No. 44 for the Week ending October 30, 1936. 


General. 


THE arrival of S. Shah Mahmud Khan (W.W. 414) may now be delayed, as 
the Islah states that he only left Angora for Bagdad on the 23rd October and 
would then proceed to Tehran before returning to Afghanistan via Meshed and 
Herat. 

There is a general shortage of fodder in Kabul, and steps are being taken to 
collect this compulsorily from agriculturalists of the Kabul Province 
(paragraph 4). 

The Afghan Cabinet are attempting to arrange for the application of the 
recruiting laws to the Southern Province through representatives of the province 
on the National Council (paragraph 7). 

The activities of the Afridis are referred to in paragraph 13 of this 
summary. 

A recent report states that Abdullah Jan Wazir will settle in the 
Koh-i-Daman or in Kabul (paragraph 15). 
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Kabul. 


2. Civil Aviation. Kabul-Termez Service. 

A Russian biplane, believed to be a P-5 civil air mail type, arrived in Kabul 
at 1130 hours on the 25th October and left for Termez at 0920 hours on the 
28th October. (A) 

3. Visit of S. Shah Mahmud Khan to Turkey. 

The Islah of the 26th October states that S. Shah Mahmud Khan (W.W. 414) 
was the guest of the Turkish Government for eight days. He left Angora for 
Bagdad on the 23rd October. He will then proceed to Tehran. His return to 
Afghanistan via Meshed and Herat may be delayed for a few days. (Summary 
No. 43, paragraph 7.) 

4. Shortage of Fodder in Kabul. 

(а) The Afghan Government recently called for tenders for the supply of 
fodder for Government animals, but no tenders were submitted as, owing to a 
shortage of water for irrigation purposes, there is a general scarcity of fodder 
in Kabul. 

The Afghan Cabinet have decided to collect fodder compulsorily from 
agriculturalists of the Kabul Province according to the following scale :— 

(i) From those living within 12 miles of Kabul, at the rate of 8 Kabuli 
seers (125-5 lb.) per jarib (-479 acre). 

(ii) From those living in other districts, at the rate of 4 Kabuli seers 
(62-75 lb.) per jarib (-479 acre). (B) 

Cash payment for the fodder is to be made on delivery. 

(б) The price of rice straw for bedding has risen to 50 Afghani rupees per 
kharwar (1,280 lb.), as compared with a price of 30 Afghani rupees last 
year. (A) 

(c) In view of the shortage of fodder, a number of army horses have been 
sent to Jalalabad for the winter. (B) 

5. Mian Gul Akhunzada of Tagao. 

Relations between Mian Gul Akhunzada of Tagao (W.W. 429) and the 
Hazrat of Shor Bazar (W.W. 256) are said to be strained. The Akhunzada is 
stated to have divorced his first wife, a relative of the Hazrat, and a lawsuit is 
pending. (B) 

6. Imprisonment of a Mullah. 

It is reported that two mullahs recently condemned the engagement of 
professional musicians at a marriage ceremony in a village in Maidan and 
attempted to disperse the performers with the help of their followers. This led 
to a quarrel, and the case was eventually referred to Kabul. The Prime Minister 
heard of the case, and the Afghan Cabinet were ordered to give a decision. The 
Cabinet are stated to have recommended that one of the mullahs be imprisoned 
for life, and the other transferred to some distant part of the country. (B) 

One of these mullahs is said to be an adherent of the Hazrat of Shor Bazar 
(W.W. 256) and to have criticised the existing Government on some previous 
occasion at Paghman. 

7. Application of the Recruiting Laws to the Southern Province. 

Representatives of the Southern Province on the National Council are stated 
to have been asked by the Cabinet to arrange for the supply of recruits from the 
Southern Province tor the Afghan army. They were informed that all other 
provinces had agreed to provide recruits for military service in accordance with 
the existing laws, and that there was no reason for exempting the Southern 
Province. 

The representatives are said to have replied that they had no authority from 
their tribes to decide this question, but would discuss this problem with them after 
the National Council adjourned for the winter. (B) 
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The National Council was to have adjourned for the winter on the 
26th October (Summary No. 43, paragraph 6), but, owing to the proposed 
extension of the recruiting laws to the Southern Province, the adjournment has 
been postponed for a few days. 

8. The National Council. 

The pay of members of the National Council is said to have been reduced to 
half for the month of Mizan (September-October) 1936. It is stated that the 
deduction of 50 per cent, has been credited to the fund for the provision of 
aircraft and military equipment. Members are reported to have refused to accept 
the deduction, but the President of the Council, x\bdul Ahad Khan (W.W. 4), 
eventually persuaded them to accept their reduced pay. (B) 

9. Confiscation of Property on Conviction. 

The Afghan Cabinet are stated to have decided that the custom of the 
confiscation of the property of an individual by the State on conviction by the 
civil courts of a serious offence be abolished, as under this old-established custom 
the innocent members of the family of a convicted person suffer unduly. Cash 
fines in lieu will be imposed where necessary in future. (B) 


Southern Province. 

10. Mangals. 

Reference Summary No. 41, paragraph 10. The houses of Miram Mangal 
at Mirzakai (Map 38 /G, B-l or C-l) have been burnt by his relatives, but so 
far his arrest has not been effected. (B) 

Herat Province. 

11. Changes of Appointment. 

Abdul Wahab Khan (W.W. 127), chief revenue officer of the Herat Province, 
is stated to have been appointed Director of Accounts in the Court Ministry. (B) 


North of the Hindu Kush. 

12. Meteorological Observations. 

The German Minister in Kabul stated (A) recently that two German 
meteorologists, names not given, were now living about 400 yards below the 
Anjuman Pass (Map 38/1, A-T), where they are to spend the winter taking 
observations. They have had experience in the Arctic and have built themselves 
a snow hut. They possess a flock of sheep and a stock of tinned provisions. They 
live on these and any ibex they are able to shoot. 


Afghan Relations with N.W.F. Tribes. 

13. A fridis. 

(a) Reference Summary No. 43, paragraph 14. Aslam Khan, Kambar Khel 

Afridi, is reported to have had an interview on the 21st October with the Acting 
Prime Minister, S. Shah Wali Khan (W.W. 585), who sent him back to his home 
on the following day. (B) .. .. , , , , 

( b ) Abdul Qaddus, cousin of Malik Latif, Afridi, arrived in Kabul a few days 
ago, and has left Kabul for his home. The object of his visit is not known. (B) 

(c) It is reported that certain Afridi leaders have sent agents to Waziristan, 
and are believed to be corresponding with prominent persons in Afghanistan. 
Amongst the latter are Baba Jan of Islampur (W.W. 222) and Malik Qais, 
Khugiani (W.W. 504). (B) 

( d) A report from the Eastern Province states that the Sarishta party have 
shot two Afndis on the ground that they were British spies. (B) 

(e) Anti-Government elements in Afghanistan are reported to be taking an 
interest in Afridi affairs and encouraging the Afridis to defy the British. They 
consider that resistance on the part of the Afridis will result in military action 
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the completion of his tenure of command. The Prime Minister, whose permission 
I sought before arranging the visit, expressed himself as very pleased at the 
prospect of meeting a friend again, but appeared to have no intention of treating 
General Muspratt otherwise than as a private guest of the Legation. The semi¬ 
official nature of the reception accorded to him, which, in usual Afghan fashion, 
was sprung on me at the very last moment, was due, I think, to his Highness 
Sirdar Shah Wali Khan’s presence in Kabul. General Muspratt tells me that 
he had known his Highness very well in 1921 and better than any of his brothers; 
and the reception accorded by the Afghan Government was, I think, merely 
intended by Shah Wali as a mark of respect for a distinguished soldier and an old 
friend. 

3. I am sending a copy of this despatch to the Secretary of State for India 
and the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

W. K. FRASER-TYTLER. 


Enclosure in No. 85. 

(Secret.) 

Intelligence Summary No. 45 for the Week ending November 6, 1936. 

General. 

THE Afghan Prime Minister and the Afghan Foreign Minister have 
arrived in Berlin. 

The Prime Minister has undergone an operation for a tumour in Berlin. 
The result is stated to be satisfactory and no complications are anticipated. 

Lieutenant-General S. F. Muspratt, C.B., C.S.I., C.I.E., D.S.O., late General 
Officer Commanding Peshawar District, visited Kabul during the week as the 
guest of His Majesty’s Minister and was given a cordial reception by the Afghan 
Government. 

Further efforts are being made to encourage the use of the Pushtu language 
(paragraph 10). 

The Afridis are stated to be obtaining a certain amount of sympathy from 
neighbouring tribes as a result of the ban placed on their entry into Peshawar 
District (paragraph 15). 

Abdullah Jan, Wazir, is now living in the Koh-i-Daman under police 
surveillance (paragraph 16). 


Kabul. 

2. Civil Aviation: Kabul-Termez Service. 

A Russian biplane, believed to be a P-5 civil air mail type, arrived in Kabul 
on the 4th November. (A) 

3. The Afghan Prime Minister and Foreign Minister in Berlin. 

(a) The I slab of the 4th November states that the Afghan Prime Minister, 
S. Muhammad Hachim Khan, accompanied by Faiz Muhammad Khan, Afghan 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, have arrived in Berlin, where they were accorded 
an enthusiastic reception and provided with a Nazi Guard of Honour. 

(b) The Prime Minister has undergone an operation for a tumour. The 
result is stated to be very satisfactory and no complications are anticipated. (B) 

4. Proposed Despatch of Afghan Medical Students to India. 

The Afghan Government wish to despatch a further party of nine medical 
students to India early in December 1936. (A) They will be under the super¬ 
vision of a Turkish doctor, and will probably proceed to Bombay for training 
(Summary No. 1, paragraph 8). 

5. Visit of Lieutenant-General S. F. Muspratt to Kabul. 

Lieutenant-General S. F. Muspratt, C.B., C.S.I., C.I.E., D.S.O., late General 
Officer Commanding Peshawar District, arrived in Kabul on a private visit to 
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His Majesty’s Minister on the 2nd November. The Acting Prime Minister, 

5. Shah Wali Khan (W.W. 585), sent a car and G.M. Mustafa Khan, Deputy 
Chief of the General Staff, to meet him at Torkham and conduct him to Kabul. 
KM. Abdul Chani Khan, General Officer Commanding 2nd Division of the 
Central Army Corps, met General Muspratt at Bagrami and welcomed him to 
Kabul on behalf of the Acting Prime Minister. A guard of honour was provided 
at Bagrami. The Acting Prime Minister gave a dinner-party in honour of 
General Muspratt on the 6th November, to which leading Afghan officials and 
members of His Majesty’s Legation were invited. The cordiality of his reception 
is probably due to the fact that he was in Kabul for eleven months about fifteen 
years ago. 

6. The Kabul Cinema . 

The Kabul cinema is again in full swing, and there are hopes that this will 
now be a permanent institution in Kabul. (A) (Summary No. 35, paragraph 3.) 

7. Council of Nobles. 

The Islah of the 24th October announces that Ghulam Rasul Khan, late 
Assistant Director of the Mint in Kabul, has been appointed a member of the 
Council of Nobles by King Zahir Shah. 

8. Engagement of Foreign Architects and Building Projects. 

Herr J. F. Stakemann, a German architect in Afghan Government employ, 
stated (A) during the week that he has been engaged by the Afghan Government 
for a period of two years. Another German architect has also been engaged and 
will arrive shortly. A Russian architect named Samoylov is also working for 
the Afghan Government. Samoylov was previously a colonel in the Russian 
army. 

Stakemann said that he has been asked to prepare plans for— 

(a) A new hotel in Kabul to accommodate sixty people. The hotel is to be 

built near the Idgah Mosque. 

( b) A new hotel with twenty-four bedrooms at Herat. 

(c) An hotel at Istalif (Map 38/F, A-l) to accommodate ten to twelve people. 

9. Shortage of Fodder in Kabul. 

Reference Summary No. 44, paragraph 4. His Majesty’s consul at Jalalabad 
reports that 1,000 Government horses have arrived in Jalalabad from Kabul, and 
that these are to be boarded out in districts where fodder is plentiful. (B) 

10. The use of the Pushtu Language. 

Reference Summary No. 34, paragraph 4. Various senior Afghan officials 
stated during the week that the Afghan Government intend to institute some 
form of examination in the Pushtu language for civil and military officers. 
Officers who fail to pass the test in oral Pushtu within three years will be 
dismissed. (A) 

They further stated that it was not the intention of the Government to 
abolish Persian as the official language, as they realised that Pushtu had its 
limitations in regard to technical terms. The steps being taken at present are 
with a view to ensuring that Government officials and army officers who may 
serve in Pushtu-speaking areas are acquainted with the language. 


Trade. 

11. Persian Lamb. 

(a) Herr W. Brockoff, a German and a representative of a Leipzig linn, 
stated (A) that Mr. Ismailoff, a Jewish fur trader from London, had purchased 
120,000 Persian lambskins for an American buyer, who shares the profits on the 
transaction with Abdul Majid (W.W. 73). The average price paid for the skins 
was 36s. per skin, 

(b) Heinrich Wolker, a German and a representative of the Hudson Bay 
Company, stated (A) that he and Mr. Simkha Zadeh (Summary No. 32, para¬ 
graph 6) were leaving Kabul shortly. He said that he had bought 25,000 Persian 
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lambskins for his company, and that he had now been summoned to London. He 
hopes that this summons means that his company will enter into some form of 
contract for the purchase of Persian lambskins from Afghanistan with Abdul 
Majid (W.W. 73), who is to visit London shortly. 


Kandahar. 

12. School for Children of Hindus. 

His Majesty’s consul at Kandahar reports that the Hindus of Kandahar are 
to be allowed to restart the school for their children at their own expense. This 
school was closed down about three years ago. Teachers, however, are to be 
appointed by the Director of Education for the Kandahar Province. (B) 


Afghan Relations with North-West Frontier Tribes. 

13. Badshah Gul. 

The Acting Prime Minister stated (A) to His Majesty’s Minister that, if 
Badshah Gul (W.W. 224) wished to visit Jalalabad, he could not prevent him 
doing so, but would try to cut down the number of his followers. He also said 
that a brother of Badshah Gul is in Kabul at present for medical treatment. 

14. The Khan of Naivayai. 

The Acting Prime Minister stated (A) that the Khan of Nawagai had 
recently attempted to visit Jalalabad, but had been turned back. 

15. Afridis. 

(а) The Acting Prime Minister stated (A) to His Majesty’s Minister during 
the week that the Governor of the Eastern Province and his officials were doing 
nothing to aggravate the situation which confronted them as a result of the ban 
placed on the entry of Afridis into the Peshawar district, but that the blockade 
was placing Afghan officials in the Eastern Province in a difficult position. 

The Afridis would in all probability be compelled to visit Jalalabad in large 
numbers to buy food, and his Government were not in a position to prevent them 
doing so, and if they brought their families with them, the situation might become 
difficult. He stated that neighbouring tribes were showing increasing sympathy 
for the Afridis. 

(б) His Majesty’s consul at Jalalabad reports that five or six parties of 
ten to twelve Afridis visited Jalalabad during the week, but that only one of these 
parties had been seen near the office of the Governor of the Eastern Province. (B) 

16. Wazirs. 

(a) Reference Summary No. 44, paragraph 15. The Acting Prime Minister 
stated (A) that Abdullah Jan Wazir was now living in the Koh-i-Daman under 
surveillance. Guarantees had been taken from the Malik with whom he is living, 
and plain-clothes police are keeping a watch on him. It is hoped that his family 
will join him shortly. 

(5) The Acting Prime Minister stated (A) that Angur, Wazir (W.W. 193), 
has been allowed to return to Waziristan after taking an oath that he would 
keep peace with the British Government. (Summary No. 38, paragraph 11.) 


The Army. 

17. Study of Foreign Army Organisations by Afghan Officers. 

(a) There have been several indications recently that senior Afghan officers 
are studying various foreign army organisations, with a view to finding an 
organisation which will be suitable for the Afghan army. (A) 

(b) One recent report stated that the Afghan General Staff were considering 
the adoption of the French army organisation for their infantry units and 
formations. (B) 








18. Fund for the Purchase of A eroplanes and Military Equipment. 

Reference Summary No. 44, paragraph 16. Recent issues of the Islah 
newspaper have announced the following donations to the above fund :— 

Afghani 
rupees. 


(a) Doctors and staff of the Military Hospital, Kabul ... 1,986 

( b) Inhabitants of Pushtrud district, Kandahar Province ... 50,000 

(c) As.D.C. to the King ... ... ... ... ... ... 400 

(d) Officers on the General Staff, Ministry of Defence... ... 1,050 


(e) Subscriptions from the various Ministries in Kabul have 
been made on the following scale :— 

(i) Ministers, one month’s pay. 

(ii) Secretaries, twenty days’ pay. 

(iii) Heads of departments, seventeen days’ pay. 

(iv) Other minor officials, seven to fifteen days’ pav. 

Communications. 

19. Wireless. 

Reference Summary No. 42, paragraph 19. Mr. G. W. Gray stated (A) 
during the week that work on the wireless stations at Dai Zengi (Panjao 
Map 33/N. A-3) and Maimana had been closed down for the winter. The station 
which was to be erected at Khanabad will now be erected at Mazar-i-Sharif. 

Mr. Gray hopes to be able to proceed to Matun shortly to arrange for the 
erection of a station there, but the date of his departure has not been fixed yet. 

20. Routes in Afghanistan South-West: Bridges on Route No. 3. 

(a) Stone for the construction of a bridge over the Adraskand River, near 
Kunisang (Map 29/K. A-3), has been collected. On the 15th October about 
100 men were at work. The work of constructing the bridge had not 
commenced. (A) 

The river on the 15th October was running in three channels—one 25 yards 
wide and 3 inches deep, one 10 feet wide and inches deep, and one 12 feet wide 
and 6 inches deep. 

(b) On the 11th and 15th October a new bridge and embankment were under 
construction over the Adraskand River, just south of the Robat (Map 29/K. B-2). 
About 300 men were at work under the personal supervision of the Governor of 
Herat. 

Two new arches are being constructed, each with a span of approximately 
35 feet, with a height above the river-bed of about 18 feet. The embankment is 
300 yards long with a height of from 5 to 10 feet, and leads from the left bank 
of the river to the new bridge. (A) 

The river itself on the 11th October was 25 feet wide and 6 inches deep. 

(, c ) Stone for a new bridge over the Rud-i-Gaz, at the road and track junction 
4^ miles north of the Robat (Map 29/K. B-2), was being collected on the 11th and 
15th October; 100 men were at work. Two brick kilns had been constructed near 
the bridge site. (A) 

The Rud-i-Gaz on the 11th October was 12 yards wide and 6 inches deep. 
Foreign Missions. 

21. Italian Legislation. 

M. U. Sabetta, the Italian Minister in Kabul, and Mme. Sabetta left Kabul 
via Peshawar en route for Italy on the 5th November. On the 31st October 
M. Sabetta was accorded an audience by King Zahir Shah, and was decorated 
with the “ Sardar-i-Ali ” by His Majesty. (A) 

Dr. Adolf Crescini is to act as Charge d’Affaires until the arrival of the new 
Minister. (Summary No. 37, paragraph 28.) 

Individuals. 

22. British. 

(a) Lieutenant-General S. F. Muspratt, C.B., C.S.I., C.I.E., D.S.O., late 
General Officer Commanding Peshawar District, arrived in Kabul from Peshawar 
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Herr Breckoff in Summary No. 45, paragraph 11 (a), that M. A. R. Ismaiioff had 
bought 120,000 Persian lambskins for an American buyer who shares the profits 
on the transaction with Abdul Majid (WAV. 73). 

Pie stated (A) that about 230,000 skins remain for sale; and he thinks that 
these will be sold in London, where there is said to be an abnormal shortage of 
Persian lambskins, the 1935 stocks having been sold down to the last skin. 


North of the Hindu Kush. 

14. Confirmation of Appointment. 

The Islah of the 7th November states that the appointment of Sher 
Muhammad Khan (W.W. 606) as Governor of the Kataghan and Badakhshan 
Province has been confirmed. He came to Kabul for medical treatment recently 
but has now returned to Khanabad. 


Afghan Relations with North-West Frontier Tribes. 

15. Afridis. 

Said Almar, Afridi (W.W. 542), and twenty-five followers are stated to have 
visited Chahardeh (Map 38/J D-3) for two days recently. He is said to have 
been visiting friends. (C) 

16. Wazirs. 

(a) The Acting Prime Minister on the 7th November stated (A) that Ali Jan, 
brother of Abdullah Jan, Wasir, has returned to his home, presumably Nikaband 
(Map 38/H. B-2), but that he still hoped to get hold of him through his brother 
Abdullah Jan. 

(7>) He further stated that Pale was not now in Shakin (Map 38/H. A-3) 
and his whereabouts was not known, but that he was believed to be in the 
neighbourhood of Wana. 

The Army. 

17. Fund for the Purchase of Aeroplanes and Military Equipment. 

(a) Reference Summary No. 45, paragraph 18. Recent issues of the Islah 
announce the following further donations to the above fund : — 

Afghani 
Rupees. 

(i) Officers of the Southern Province Army Corps. 1,068 

(ii) Villages in the Eastern Province. 1,947 

(iii) First Brigade of the 2nd Division of the Central Army 

Corps. . 690 

(iv) Officers of the Ministry of Defence . 4,293 

( b) The known donations to this fund amount to approximately 10,65,000 
Afghani rupees so far. The donations made by other ranks of the Afghan army 
are not included in the above total, but are believed to be at the rate of 1 to 
2 Afghani rupees per n.c.o. or man. The donations of Ministers and their staffs 
are also not included, as their subscriptions took the form of a gift of so many 
days’ pay. (B) 

18. Troop Mo cements. 

His Majesty’s consul at Kandahar reports that a detachment of the Guards 
Division which was sent to Kandahar during the Helmand water dispute between 
Afghanistan and Iran (Summary No. 32, paragraph 12 (c) ) returned to Kabul 
in eight lorries on the 30th October. (B) 

Communications. 

19. Routes in Afghanistan N.E.: Repair of Nahr Khawak Bridge. 

The Islah of the 12th November states that repairs to the Nahr Khawak 
Bridge in the Andarab district (Map 38/E) have been carried out. 
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Foreign Missions. 

20. French Legation. 

(a) The newly-appointed French Minister in Kabul is arriving on the 
16th November with his wife, two daughters and a son. (B) (Summary No. 20, 
paragraph 30.) 

( b ) King Zahir Shah has given his approval to the appointment of 
]yr. du Faure de la Prade. (A) 

(c) M. G. Bonneau, Charge d’Affaires of the French Legation, and 
Mme. Bonneau are leaving Kabul for Peshawar on the 14th November to meet 
the new Minister and escort him to Kabul. (A) 

21. German Legation. 

Flerr K. Ziemke, German Minister in Kabul, proceeded to Tndia en route for 
Germany on six weeks’ leave of absence on the 10th November. (A) 

Herr von Schweinitz, secretary of the German Legation, will act as Charge 
d’Affaires during his absence. (Summary No. 39, paragraph 21.) 

22. Italian Legation. 

Keference Summary No. 37, paragraph 28. Commendatore Pietro Quaroni, 
the new Italian Minister in Kabul, with his wife and family, was due to arrive 
at Bombay en route for Kabul on the 12th November per S.S. Conte Rosso. (B) 

23. Japanese Legation. 

The newly-appointed military attache to the Japanese Legation, 
Major Giicbe Miyasaki. arrived in Kabul on the 11th November. (A) (Summary 
No. 40, paragraph 21.) 


Individuals. 

24. German. 

Lady-Doctor F. Walter and Sister Helman, Germans in Afghan employ, 
have arrived in Kabul, and are employed in the female hospital. (A) 


Kabul, November 14, 1936. 


A. S. Lancaster, Major, 

Military Attache. 


[N 6360/107/97] No. 87. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to il //'. Eden.—(Received December 21.) 

(No. 156. Confidential.) 

Sir, Kabid, November 27, 1936. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a copy of the Intelligence 
Summary of the military attache to this Legation, No. 47, dated the 
21st November, 1936. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. I am sending a copy of this despatch to the Secretary of State for India 
and the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

(For the Minister), 

A. MACANN. 


(Secret.) 


Enclosure in No. 87. 


Intelligence Summary No. 47 for the Week ending November 20, 1936. 


General. 

S. SHAH MAHMUD KHAN (W.W. 414) is now expected to reach Kabul 
on the 26th or 27th November. 

S. Muhammad Hashim Khan (W.W. 337) is reported to be leaving Berlin 
for Kabul about the first week in December and will probably return via India. 
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The trade in Persian lambskins is stated to have been particularly good this 
year (see paragraph 7 of the summary). 

A few details of the activities of the Afridis in Afghanistan are given in 
paragraph 9 of this summary. 

It is reported that the Afghan Government have decided to dismiss Ali Jan 
from the Urgun Militia (see paragraph 10 of the summary). 


Kabul. 

2. Civil Aviation. Kabul-Termez Service. 

A Russian biplane, believed to be a P-5 civil air mail type, arrived in Kabul 
at 1110 hours on the 14th November and left Kabul for Termez on the 
17th November at 0940 hours. (A) 

3. S. Shah Mahmud Khan. 

(a) Reference Summary No. 46, paragraph 4. It is now stated that 
S. Shah Mahmud Khan (W.W. 414) will arrive in Kabul on the 26th or 
27th November. (B) 

( b ) F.M. Ali Shah Khan (W.W. 180) left Kabul for Herat on the 
16th November in order to meet S. Shah Mahmud Khan. (B) 

4. S. Muhammad Hashim Khan. 

It is reported that S. Muhammad Hashim Khan (W.W. 337), the Afghan 
Prime Minister, will leave Berlin about the first week in December for Kabul, 
and will probably return via India (B) (Summary No. 46, paragraph 6). 

5. Courses in Economics. 

Reference Summary No, 28, paragraph 12. The Islah of the 11th November 
states that the following students were successful in the passing out examination 
of the further course in economics and revenue held by Dr. G. Mancioli:— 


Passed with honours . 

Passed first class ... 

Passed second class . 

Passed third class . 

. 

19 

29 

16 

13 

Total 


77 


6. Dr. A bdel Ghani Shah. 

The Afghan Government are reported to have appointed Dr. Abdul Ghani 
Shah, of Toru Village, Mardan, Peshawar District, and now in Afghan employ, 
as medical officer for Afghan pilgrims in Mecca. He is said to be leaving for 
Saudi Arabia shortly. (B) 

7. Persian Lambskin. Trade. 

Reference Summary No. 46, paragraph 13 (a) and (b). The Acting Foreign 
Minister, S. Muhammad Haim Khan (W.W. 464a), who is also the acting 
managing director of the Ashami Company, stated (A) to His Majesty’s Minister 
during the week that Persian lambskins had sold well this year. Direct purchases 
by America had accounted for a large number, while 250,000 skins had been sold 
to Moscow in exchange for gold. 

Another large consignment had gone to Germany in exchange for 
reichsmarks, and the balance had been sold to London firms, or was being shipped 
to London for direct sale by the Afghan trade agent in the London market. The 
Acting Foreign Minister, however, was very vague as to actual figures. 


8. Opening of Schools. 


Eastern Province. 


The Islah of the 17 th November states that a school has been opened at 
Islamabad (Map 38/J. A-l) and that seventy boys have asked to be admitted. 

A similar school has been opened at Shamsah Khel (?), Alishang District, 
Laghman (Map 38/J. A-l and A-2) and sixty boys have sought admission. 
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Afghan Relations with North-West Frontier Tribes. 


9. Africlis. 

(a) Aslam Khan, Kambar Khel Afridi,, who recently returned to Tirah from 
Kabul, has again arrived in Kabul. On his last visit he is stated to have been 
given 200 Afghani rupees for expenses and sent back to Tirah to report on the 
Afridi situation. 

He is now stated to have brought a letter from certain Afridi leaders in 
which they ask for the support of the Afghan Government. 

The Acting Prime Minister is said to have given a verbal reply to the effect 
that he cannot answer their requests until S. Muhammad Hashim Khan 
(W.W. 337) arrives in Kabul from Berlin, and that his personal opinion is that 
the Afridis should not resort to hostile action against the British, as, in the event 
of disturbances on the frontier, other tribes may join in the conflict, which might 
cause many complications and trouble in Afghanistan (B) (Summary No. 44, 
paragraph 13 (a )). 

( b ) Majrum, son of Pensioner Subedar Qalandar Khan, and Payao Khan, 
son of Sikandar Khan, Malik, Din Khel Afridis, are reported to have arrived in 
Kabul on the 8th November. The Acting Prime Minister saw them on the 
10th November, and Majrum was paid 100 Afghani rupees and Payao 20 Afghani 
rupees for expenses. They left Kabul for their homes on the 13th November (B) 
(Summary No. 37, paragraph 13 (b )). 

(c) The Afghan Government are stated to have received a report regarding 
the British-Afridi “ jii'gas ” in November 1936. The report indicates that the 
British succeeded in obtaining a promise from the Afridis that they would 
demolish certain piquets, and that the British would then pay the Afridis the 
arrears of their allowances. (B) 

The report also states that the Afridis are not prepared to commence 
hostilities against the British during the cold weather, and are inclined to reach 
a settlement. 

10. Wazirs. 

The Acting Prime Minister summoned Abdullah Jan, Wazir, from the 
Koh-i-Daman on the 10th November, and is stated to have informed him that the 
British Government had objected to the appointment of his brother, Ali Jnn, in 
the Urgun Militia, as he had been involved in the murder of a British official 
some years ago. (B) 

The Afghan Government had therefore decided to dismiss Ali Jan and 
appoint a nephew of Abdullah Jan’s in his place (Summary No. 46, 
paragraph 16 (a)). 


The Army. 

11. Fund for the Purchase of Aeroplanes and Military Equipment. 

The Islah of the 15th November announces a donation to this fund of 
400 Afghani rupees by Dr. Abdul Aziz, Punjabi, medical officer in charge of the 
Female Hospital, Kabul. 

The Air Force. 

12. Training of A fglian Air Force Pilots. 

It is reported that the Commandant of the Afghan Air Force, 
G.M. Muhammad Ihsan Khan (W.W. 363), now on tour in Europe, has written 
to the Ministry of Defence urging that arrangements should be made to send 
Afghan pilots and mechanics to India for training as soon as possible. It is 
stated that no action will be taken on this matter until the Minister of Defence, 
S. Shah Mahmud Khan, arrives in Kabul (B) (Summary No. 40, paragraph 16). 


His Majesty’s Legation. 

13. His Majesty’s Minister, accompanied by Mrs. Fraser-Tytler, is leaving 
Kabul on tour to Kandahar on the 21st November. While in Kandahar he will 
stay with llis Majesty’s consul. 





322 


Foreign Missions. 

14. French Legation. 

Reference Summary No. 46, paragraph 20. M. du Faure de la Prade, the 
newly-appointed French Minister in Kabul, arrived in Kabul on the 
19th November. (A) 

Individuals. 

15. American. 

Mr. Thomas Cobb, American, representative of “ Edutravel,” an agency for 
promoting educational tours, is proceeding to India via Torkham on the 
19th November. (B) 

He has been arranging a tour in Iran, and came to Kabul via Meshed and 
Herat. 

16. British. 

Captain D. de G. Lambert, Scinde Horse, and Mrs. Lambert arrived in 
Kabul from Peshawar on the 15th November, and stayed in this Legation until 
the 19th November, when they left for Peshawar. 

17. Indian. 

Himmat Singh, Sikh (W.W. 350), a chauffeur employed by the Russian 
Embassy in Kabul, is reported to have been sent to Moscow, and his return to 
Kabul is improbable. (B) 

A Russian chauffeur has been engaged in his place. 

A. S. LANCASTER, Major, 
Military Attache. 

Kabul, November 21, 1936. 


[N 6443/107/97] No. 88. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden.—(Received December 28.) 
(No. 160. Confidential.) 

Sir, Kabul, December 5, 1936. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for information a copy of the Intelligence 
Summary of the military attache to this Legation, No. 48, dated the 
28th November, 1936. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. I am sending a copy of this despatch to the Secretary of State for India 
and the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

(For the Minister), 

A. MACANN. 


(Secret.) 


Enclosure in No. 88. 


Intelligence Summary No. 48 for the Week ending November 27, 1936. 


General. 


S. MUHAMMAD HASHIM KHAN has recovered from his operation and 
has been discharged from hospital in Berlin. It is stated that he has decided to 
remain in Germany until early January 1937. 

The Afghan Minister for Foreign Affairs, S. Faiz Muhammad Khan, is said 
to be leaving Europe for Kabul via India early in December. 

S. Shah Mahmud Khan arrived in Herat from Iran on the 21st November, 
and on the 25 th November reached Far ah. 

The German Charge d’Affaires in Kabul stated during the week that there 
are now ninety-five German subjects, including women and children, in 
Afghanistan (see paragraph 8). 









The Afghan Government have arranged to purchase 25,000 -303 rifles and 
7,500,000 rounds of ammunition from the British Government (see paragraph 19). 

The Minister of Defence, S. Shah Mahmud Khan, is stated to have purchased 
some artillery and ammunition during his visit to Russia this autumn, but details 
are lacking. 


Kabul. 

2. Civil A viation: Kabul-Termez Service. 

A Russian biplane, believed to be a P-5 civil air mail type, arrived in Kabul 
at 1500 hours on the 24th November and left Kabul for Termez at 0955 hours on 
the 27th November. (A) 

3. Sardar Muhammad Hashim Khan. 

(а) The Islah of the 21st November announces that Sardar Muhammad 
Hashim Khan (W.W. 337) has recovered from his operation, and was discharged 
from hospital in Berlin on the 19th November. 

(б) It is now stated that S. Muhammad Hashim Khan will remain in 
Germany until early January 1937 (Summary No. 47, paragraph 4). (B) 

4. National Council. 

According to the Islah of the 21st November a committee of sixteen members 
has been appointed by the National Council for discussing the annual budget. 

5. The Afghan Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

Sardar Faiz Muhammad Khan (W.W. 243), Afghan Minister for Foreign 
Aftairs. is stated to be leaving Europe for Kabul via India early in December 
(Summary No. 45, paragraph 3 (a)). (B) 

6 Sardar Shah Mahmud Khan. 

The Minister of Defence, S. Shah Mahmud Khan (W.W. 414), arrived at 
Islam Kala from Iran on the 20th November and reached Herat on the 
21st November. He left Herat on the 24th November, and, after spending a night 
at Sabzawar, arrived at Farah on the 25th November (Summary No. 47, para¬ 
graph 3 (a )). (A) 

7. Banishment of certain Individuals to Northern Afghanistan. 

The following individuals are stated to have been banished to Northern 
Afghanistan by the Afghan Government on the grounds that they were responsible 
for the dissemination of anti-Government propaganda during the Helmand water 
dispute between Afghanistan and Iran in July last:— 

(a) Muhammad Azim, Kabuli, who was barber to ex-King Amanullah. 

(b) Mirza Abdul Khaliq Khan, Kabuli, who was secretary to the ex-King’s 

mother. 

(c) Muhammad Usman Khan, head clerk in the Trade Disputes Court of the 

Trade Ministry. 

(d) Muhammad Iqbal, a muhajir of Lahore. 

(e) Hasan “ Joya,” Kabuli, a dentist. 

Two others have also been banished, but their names are not known. (B) 

8. Germans in A fghanistan. 

Herr von Schweinitz, the German Chargd d’Affaires in Kabul, stated (A) to 
the military attachd during the week that the number of German subjects, 
including women and children, in Afghanistan was now about ninety-five. Some 
more Germans arrived recently for the purpose of taking up employment under 
the Afghan Government. 

He said that the large number of Germans in Afghanistan was due to bad 
economic conditions in Germany, and also to the activities of his Minister, 
Dr. Ziemke, in promoting Afghan-German trade. 

He imagined that there were no serious objections on the part of the British 
to the employment of Germans in Afghanistan, as we would probably prefer to 
see Germans employed, rather than Russians. 
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9. The Afghan Hockey Team. 

(a) The Afghan Government are stated to have received reports that 
S. Muhammad Yusaf Khan (W.W. 686), while on tour with the Afghan hockey 
team in England, made a speech in which he said that he had a very poor opinion 
of the Afghan Government. (B) 

( b) A further report states that S. Abdul Wahid Khan (W.W. 130) met 
ex-King Amanullah secretly at Rome while on tour with the hockey team in 
Europe. (B) 

10. The Kabul Cinema. 

(a) Abdul Aziz, a merchant of Kabul, is now stated to have obtained a 
contract for the supply of films and the running of the cinema in Kabul on pay¬ 
ment of a sum of 1,05,000 Afghani rupees to the Afghan Government. (B) 

The cinema has now been furnished with chairs, &c., imported from Japan. 
Both British and Indian films are being shown. S. Muhammad Yusaf Khan 
(W.W. 686) is stated to have a one-third share in the above contract. 

(b) Mullahs are still said to criticise the opening of the cinema, but all films 

shown to the public are seen by King Zahir Shah in the Arg before they are 
released for public exhibition (Summary No. 45, paragraph 6). (B) 

11. Pushtu Society in Kabul. 

King Zahir Shah is stated to have accepted the appointment of honorary 
president of the Pushtu Society in Kabul (Summary No. 46, paragraph 7). (B) 

12 Managing Director of the A fghan National Bank. 

Reference Summaries Nos. 38, paragraph 19 (a), and 45, paragraph 11 (b). it 
is stated that Abdul Majid (W.W. 73) is still in Germany and may not visit 
England until S. Muhammad Hashim Khan (W.W. 337) has left Germany for 
Kabul ( cf. paragraph 3 (b)). (B) 

Eastern Province. 

13. Hotel at Jalalabad. 

His Majesty’s consul at Jalalabad reports that a Government building has 
been converted into a hotel at Jalalabad. A manager has been appointed, and the 
hotel will be supplied with electric light. (B) 

Foreign Affairs. 

14. The League of Nations. 

The Islah of the 14th November announces that in reply to a request from the 
general secretary of the League of Nations, asking all Governments who are 
members of the League to submit their views regarding the working and enforce¬ 
ment of the provisions of the Covenant of the League, the Afghan Government 
have stated through S. Faiz Muhammad Khan (W.W. 243), Minister for Foreign 
Affairs and senior Afghan representative at the 17th Session of the League of 
Nations, that in their opinion the provisions of the Covenant require no adjust¬ 
ment, and can, if exercised properly, definitely prevent aggression. The Afghan 
Government, however, are prepared to accept any new arrangements made for 
the strengthening of the Covenant. 

Afghan Relations with North-West Frontier Tribes. 

15. Afridis. 

Said Almar, Afridi (W.W. 542), is reported to have sent an open letter to 
Kabul with his agent, Khan Zamir. This letter is said to state that there is at 
present a favourable opportunity for hostile action against the British Govern¬ 
ment, and that various tribal leaders in British tribal territory and Afghanistan 
are prepared to act according to his orders providing funds can be made 
available. (B) 

Khan Zamir is stated to have authority to show the letter to the Russian 
Embassy or the Italian Legation, should either of these two foreign missions wish 
to assist Said Almar to carry out his plan of action against the British in tribal 
territory. So far as is known the Afghan Government do not know of the 
existence of this letter. 
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16. Maksuds. 

N.S. Musa Khan, Mahsucl (W.W. 462), who was believed to be staying in 
Kabul until S. Shah Mahmud Khan (W.W. 414) arrived from his tour abroad, 
loft Kabul suddenly a few days ago. (B) 

He is stated to have had an urgent message from Waziristan, and later, gaye 
out that he was proceeding to Waziristan with his son Ahmad Jan, who is ill. 

17. Wazirs. 

(a) Reference Summary No. 27, paragraph 26. Umar Khan, Saifali Wazir, 
is stated to have again urged that he be given a grant of land in the Kabul 
province. S. Shah Wali Khan, the Acting Prime Minister, is reported to have 
told him that the Prime Minister, S. Muhammad Hashim Khan, had decided that 
he could only be given land in the Kataghan-Badakhshan province, and he 
personally was unable to alter this decision. (B) 

Umar Khan has now left Kabul for his home. 

(b) Abdullah Jan, Wazir, is stated to have made complaints about F.M. Pir 
Muhammad Khan (W.W. 500) to the Acting Prime Minister, but was told by the 
latter that Pir Muhammad was a good and loyal servant of the Afghan Govern¬ 
ment (Summary No. 47, paragraph 10). (B) 

The Army. 

18. Fund for the Purchase of Aeroplanes and Military Equipment. 

Recent issues of the I slab newspaper have announced the following 
donations to the above fund :— 

(a) Officers of the Mazar-i-Sharif Division, 1,827 Afghani rupees. 

(b) Officers of the Band School, 184 Afghani rupees. 

(c) Other ranks of the Band School, 5 Afghani rupees each. 

(d) Other ranks of the Mazar-i-Sharif Division, 1 Afghani rupee each. 

(Summary No. 47, paragraph 11.) 

19. Purchase of -303 Rifles and Ammunition by the Afghan Government. 

The Afghan Government have arranged for the purchase of 25,000 rifles and 
7,500,000 rounds of ammunition from the British Government. Payment is to be 
made in six annual instalments, the first instalment being payable on delivery of 
the rifles or ammunition. The rifles will be handed over at Karachi or Landi 
Kotal. The first batch of 3,000 rifles will be handed over in December 1936, and 
the remainder in monthly batches of approximately 2,500 rifles during 1937. (A) 

Three million rounds of ammunition will be handed over at Landi Kotal in 
December 1936, and the remaining 4,500,000 rounds will be delivered in monthly 
instalments of 900,000 rounds between April and August 1937 (Diaries Nos. 32 
of 1935, paragraph 14, and 41 of 1935, paragraph 13). 

20. Reported Purchase of Artillery and Ammunition from Russia. 

The Minister of Defence, S. Shah Mahmud Khan (W.W. 414), is reported 
to have purchased some artillery and ammunition while in Russia. No details 
are available. (B) 

21. Proposed Construction of a New Artillery Ammunition Magazine in Kabul. 
A sum of 2,50,000 Afghani rupees is stated to have been sanctioned for the 

construction of a new artillery ammunition magazine on the north side of the 
Siah Sang hills (Map 38/F. M-24). (B) 

Communications. 

22. Routes in Afghanistan N.E. Bridges on the North Road. Route No. 6. 

(a) It is reported that new bridges are under construction at mile 15 and a 
half or 19 in stage 11, and mile 2-6 in stage 13. The stone and cement piers foi 
these bridges have been completed, but further progress depends on the arrival of 
steel work. These bridges are to replace existing country bridges at these 
points. (B) 

( b) A considerable amount of steel work for bridges has arrived in the 
custom-house in Kabul. (A) 
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His Majesty’s Legation. 

23. Reference Summary No. 47, paragraph 13. Iiis Majesty’s Minister and 
Mrs. Fraser-Tytler returned to Kabul from Kandahar on the 27th November. 

Foreign Missions. 

24. Italian Legation. 

Commendatore P. Quaroni, the newly-appointed Minister in Kabul, and his 
family arrived in Kabul on the 19th November (Summary No. 46, paragraph 22). 
(A) 

Individuals. 

25. Afghan. 

(a) Khan Aqa, Tajik of Kabul City, and a member of the Council of Nobles, 
is proceeding to Mecca on pilgrimage shortly, and will travel via India. (B) 

(b) Ghulam Ahmad Khan, a clerk in the Afghan Foreign Office, is proceeding 
to Peshawar shortly. He will be accompanied by his sister, and they will stay 
with relatives in Peshawar for about six weeks. (B) 

26. British. 

(a) Mr. J. G. Boome and Mr. G. W. Gray, Messrs. Marconi’s representatives 

in Kabul, left for Peshawar for a few days’ leave on the 26th November 
(Summary No. 40, paragraph 22 ( h )). (A) 

(b) Miss Harris left Kabul on the 17th November for Mazar-i-Sharif and 

intends to proceed to Moscow via Russian Turkestan (Summary No. 37, para¬ 
graph 30 (a)). (A) 

27. French. 

M. J. Henaff, a professor in the French school in Kabul, is proceeding to 
France via India shortly on leave. It is understood that he will return to 
Afghanistan on the expiry of his leave. (B) 

28. Italian. 

Dr. G. Mancioli, financial adviser to the Afghan Government, proceeded to 
India via Peshawar en route for Italy on the 26th November. He has been 
granted three months’ leave by the Afghan Government. (A) 

A. S. LANCASTER, Major, 

Military Attache. 

Kabul , Novein bei 28, 1936 
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